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BY ANDREW DAVIS

In most ways, Trevor Hall is like any other 17-
year-old. The Zion, Ill., teen likes having fun
with friends; and is looking forward to higher
education and starting his own business.
However, Hall differs from most of his peers
in at least two respects: He is openly gay, and
he has been thrust into the national spotlight
because he saved the life of another teen.

Saving a life

On Aug. 23, Hall was traveling with a large
group of family and friends at Silver Lake in
Kenosha, Wis. “We were just going for a picnic,”

Trevor Hall. Facebook photo reprinted with

Gay teen saves life,
honored for heroism

Hall told Windy City Times. “We got there around
1 o'clock; at 5 o’clock I still hadn't gone in the
water. It was nasty and I had just spent 45 min-
utes on my hair.

“However, something told me to go into the
water. So I got in and, two minutes later, this all
happened. I don’t know if it was the good Lord
above who told me to go in the water. I don't
know what it was.”

“My friend, Briana, and my cousin, Nicole
[Bollinger], heard somebody say, ‘Help. I was up
to my shoulders in water, and I stand 58", I was
telling other people not to splash me because

Turn to page 8
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Margaret Cho is back on the scene with a new book, a tour—and an appearance as a contestant
on next season’s Dancing with the Stars. Windy City Times talks with the outspoken and multi-
talented entertainer on page 14. Photo by Austin Young

Ken Mehiman
comes out

BY REX WOCKNER

Ken Mehlman, George W. Bush’s 2004 campaign
chief and the former chairman of the Republican
National Committee, came out of the closet Aug.
25 in an interview with The Atlantic.

He is the most powerful Republican in history
to openly identify as gay. He previously had de-
nied being gay in published reports.

“It's taken me 43 years to get comfortable with
this part of my life,” Mehlman said. “Everybody
has their own path to travel, their own jour-
ney, and for me, over the past few months, I've
told my family, friends, former colleagues, and
current colleagues, and they've been wonderful
and supportive. The process has been something
that’s made me a happier and better person. It's
something I wish I had done years ago.”

Mehlman’s leadership positions in the GOP
came during the party’s most anti-gay period.
He was George W. Bush’s political director during
Bush’s first term as president, served as Bush-
Cheney campaign manager in the homophobic
2004 campaign, and chaired the RNC from 2005
to 2007.

“His tenure as RNC chairman and his time at
the center of the Bush political machine coin-
cided with the Republican Party’s attempts to
exploit anti-gay prejudices and cement the al-
legiance of social conservatives,” The Atlantic
said.

Raw Story noted, “Some believe Bush’s sup-
port for anti-gay marriage measures carried him

Turn to page 4
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3530 N Marshfield $1,300,000

Pristine cond & updates galore on this 2003 home in
lakeview-walk to everything, whole foods, lincoln ave.
shopping & rest,schools
Catherine Byrne

ID#04405317
773-775-1855

=

1217 N Damen $719,000
Wicker Park brk 2-flat at a great price. Updated units
w/beautiful wdwk thruout. 1st flr dplx down. 2 car gar,
rooftop deck. ID#02055289
Michael Canaan 773-549-1855

NEW ON MARKET

525 N Ada 36

$325,000
Dramatic, mod crnr 1br/1ba timber loft in River West.
Total renovation,14’ soaring ceilings, ebonized dk oak

hdwd flrs! Must see!
Robert John Anderson

1D#02307223
773-697-5555

REDUCED PRICE

3 MarthaLane

$839,000
Soph Style! Impeccable. 2750 sq" brick 3BR/2.1BA New
kit open to FR, mstr suite, Pella wndws. Great priv on
cul-de-sac 2Catt gar.
Julie Naumiak

1D#03105170
847-491-1855

S,

1932 W Potomac

$715,000
Wicker Park 2600sf single family gem! Built in 1989. 3
fpl, 2 patios, huge sundeck, 3rd flr loft. 3br/2.1ba, close
to everything.
Julia Sullivan

1D#02055129
773-549-1855
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4737 N Kenmore 1S

$299,000
Immaculate high first flr unit with great floor plan!
Kitchen with ss appliance,granite,lg breakfast bar &

1D#02307091
773-607-5555

pantry.4737kenmore.com
Courtney Welsch

Why does bairdwarner.com make so many people happy?

Professional photography, narrated guided tours, and amazing tools

are just the start. Above all, it's an extremely easy to-use site,

built with consumers in mind, offering what you want, when you want it.

1748 W Cortland

$825,000
Bucktown custom built sth/2-flt by renownd architect
Joe Valerio. 1-of-a-kind urban haven focusing on clar-

ID#02306325
773-697-5555

ity, balance & light.
Robert John Anderson

1106 Adelia

$575,000
4BR/3BA. 2nd floor laundry, granite counters, S/S appl,

ID#05705161
708-697-5900

lgyd, 2c attd gar.
Catherine Simon-Vobornik

5415 N Sheridan 908

$172,400
Great renovation one bedroom with fabulous open
kitchen, cherry cabinetry and beautiful hardwood

1D#02155343
312-640-7010

floors.
Eleni Mathias

Fran Bailey, Broker Associate « CREN « CNE
773.793.4516 e fran.bailey@bairdwarner.com

Tap into the experience of a
Baird & Warner Realtor at:

ChicagoMetroAreaRealEstate.com

312.316.4240

That's something to smile about.
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5540 N Francisco $825,000
4 bd/3.1ba Colonial/Lincoln Sq. Recent rehab.Lots of
strg.Spcs rms.Kit w/commercial grade appls.Scnd-in
porch.Snrm.Fam rm.2c gar 1D#03105272
Sheila Doyle 847-491-1855

7000 N Monon $565,000
Fab rehabbed & expanded georgian on corner lot in
edgebrook. Open fIr plan feat stunning mstr ste w/sur-
round sound & huge WIC ID#04405291
Jan Kupiec 773-775-1855

2140 W Concord

$799,900
Historic 8br/4ba gem on Concord Place loaded w/char-
acter & original vintage details. Oak hardwoods thru-
out. Wide lot!

Jennifer Cummings

1D#02305589
773-697-5555

| . —
907 W South Blvd. #4 $369,900
Spacious 3 story 3BR/3.5BA townhome w/fireplace,
patio and 2 car garage. ID#05705293
Saretta Joyner 708-697-5900

5455 N Sheridan 1506  $149,000
Great south facing one bedroom with views of lake,
park and downtown. Shows well-newer kitch-
en. ID#02155151
Eleni Mathias 312-640-7010

1458 W Argyle 3N $115,000
Andersonville large, bright 1 bed plus sunroom/office
& separate dining room. Close to shops/restaurants.
Assmtincl heat & taxes. ID#02055315
Joseph Chiappetta 773-549-1855

SHAFFER GROUP

e dennis.shaffer@bairdwarner.com

—— Insights for Home Buyers & Sellers —

BUY e SELL ¢ INVESTMENT

bairdwarner.com

1431 W Oakdale $1,070,000
Gorgeous 4br/3.1ba home. Gour-
met chef’s kit, atriumed lower
level w/lg patio. 2nd flr mstr br
w/spa bth & Jacuzzi tub. 2 car
gar. ID#02055086
Shaffer/Pollyea 773-549-1855

Enter the ID number in the FAST FIND box on our homepage
to find complete details on these Chicagoland homes for sale.

4236 N Troy $580,000
Beautiful 3 story/6 unit bldg
on oversized lot. Apts w/eat-
in kit,Irg rm sizes & encl back
porch. 4-car gar. Lots of improve-
ments. ID#02055192
Shaffer/Ziss 773-549-1855

201 E Chestnut 16E $220,000
Spacious 1br/lba in amazing
downtown location! Renovated
chef’s kitchen & new bath. City
views off balcony. Great bldg
amenities. ID#02055255
Dennis Shaffer 773-549-1855
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U.S. News

BY REX WOCKNER

Calif. Senate repeals
anti-gay statute

The California Senate on Aug. 23 unanimous-
ly passed a bill to repeal a 1950s-era law that
instructs the California Department of Mental
Health to conduct research into the “causes and
cures of homosexuality.”

The repeal previously passed the Assembly and
heads to Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger after an
Assembly concurrence vote.

“It is outrageous that California law requires
the state to expend scarce resources in a futile
attempt to ‘cure’ homosexuality,” said Equality
California Executive Director Geoff Kors. “This
offensive code must be stricken from the books
immediately.”

Assemblywoman Bonnie Lowenthal, D-Long
Beach and sponsor of the bill, said the Legis-
lature’s overwhelming opposition to the law
“speaks volumes about how far we've come since
1950.”

Calif. legislature
ups the ante

o L]
in marriage wars

The California Assembly passed the Civil Mar-
riage Religious Freedom Act on Aug. 19 in a 46-
25 vote. It previously passed the Senate 23-11
and is now en route to Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger.

Introduced by Sen. Mark Leno, D-San Francis-
co, and promoted by Equality California and the
California Council of Churches, the bill redun-
dantly protects clergy members from having to
perform civil marriages that conflict with their
religious beliefs.

It also redundantly protects religious institu-
tions from losing tax-exempt status for refusing
to perform any civil marriage, and deepens the
distinction in state law between religious and
civil marriage by defining the latter as a civil
contract that requires a state-issued marriage
license.

Both of the “protections” in the bill already
exist throughout the U.S., including California.

“Opponents of marriage equality have falsely
claimed that allowing same-sex couples to marry
will force clergy to violate the tenets of their
faiths,” said EQCA Executive Director Geoff Kors.
“This bill should alleviate any concerns that
restoring marriage equality will require clergy
to perform weddings inconsistent with their
faith.”

Scott Long leaves
Human Rights Watch

Scott Long resigned Aug. 23 as director of Hu-
man Rights Watch’s LGBT Rights Program.

In a note to friends, Long wrote: “In mid-July
I suffered a pulmonary embolism of a fairly un-
pleasant sort. While running to catch a bus on
a New York street, I saw a blinding effusion of
white light, amid which several spangled and
bell-bottomed figures vaguely resembling ABBA

ONLINE AT

WINDYCITYMEDIAGROUPCOM
NATIONAL NEWS

—Out Fla. candidate
Dan Manning (left)
gets death threats

—Report: 64,000
prisoners have been
sexvally abused

—School bans
Target-
sponsored event

beckoned me to an eternal disco complete with
spinning ball. Yanked back from their blandish-
ments by a superior fashion sense, I spent a cou-
ple of weeks in intensive care. I had plenty of
time lying in a bendable bed with an IV dripping,
to compose, like Woody Allen, lists of the things
that make life worth living: the last movement
of Bruckner’s Third Symphony; ‘Sit Down, I Think
I Love You' as covered by the Staccatos, with
that harpsichord and those violins; the closing
pages of ‘Lolita’; W. H. Auden as sung by Cleo
Laine. Somewhere in the middle of the lists, I
realized that working for Human Rights Watch
wasn’t on them.”

Long said he likely will pursue a fellowship at
Harvard University, from which he received his
Ph.D., and write a book “about what’s moral and
what’s immoral about ‘international solidarity,
and what’s worked and what hasn’t in campaigns
for sexual rights.”

“Scott’'s exemplary dedication and diligence
has been an inspiration to us all,” said Hadi
Ghaemi, executive director of the International
Campaign for Human Rights in Iran and a mem-
ber of HRW’s LGBT Advisory Committee. “His
articulate and relentless defense of LGBT rights
everywhere is unparalleled, and his tremendous
efforts on this front have been a guiding voice
for justice and equality.”

In addition to amassing a long list of accom-
plishments during his eight-year tenure at HRW,
Long occasionally sparked controversy. In June,
HRW issued an apology to British gay leader
Peter Tatchell for what HRW Executive Director
Kenneth Roth called Long’s “inappropriate and
disparaging comments” about Tatchell in recent
years.

Calif. calls for
LGBT census count

The California Assembly passed a resolution
Aug. 23 urging Congress and President Barack
Obama to require that the next census count
LGBT Americans.

Introduced by Sen. Christine Kehoe, D-San
Diego, the measure passed 49-25. It previously
passed the Senate 22-9.

“All segments of our nation’s diverse popula-

Scott Long.
Photo by
Rex Wockner

tion need to be counted by the U.S. Census,”
said Equality California Executive Director Geoff
Kors. “By ensuring that the LGBT community is
counted, our state and federal government will
have the necessary information to address the
needs of our community.”

Kehoe said: “LGBT families and households are
disproportionately underserved and more likely
to live in poverty. We call on the U.S. Congress
and the president to ensure that every person
living in the U.S. is counted and has access to
culturally competent health and human servic-

”

es.

—Assistance: Bill Kelley

LGBT groups propose
hospital guidelines

Lambda Legal, the Gay & Lesbian Medical As-
sociation and the National Health Law Program
have filed 26 pages of comments on proposed
guidelines to eliminate discrimination in visita-
tion against the families of LGBT patients pub-

lished in June by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services, within the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS), according
to a Lambda Legal press release.

The department had invited comment from
the public, as well as experts on healthcare and
LGBT issues.

President Barack Obama—motivated by the
case of Janice Langbehn, who was denied ac-
cess to dying partner Lisa Pond—issued a memo
in April directing HHS to develop new hospital-
visitation guidelines.

Among the subjects that the three LGBT-rights
organizations’ guidelines cover are:

—who may visit when an incapacitated pa-
tient has not designated someone to make deci-
sions;

—patient-visitor documentation not being
discriminatorily applied to LGBT individuals;

—visitation rules having explicit non-discrim-
inatory language to protect LGBT patients; and

—an appeals procedure for visitation denials,
with patients being informed about it.

MEHLMAN from cover

to victory (in 2004), particularly in Ohio, which
had a gay marriage measure on the ballot.”

The Atlantic reported that Mehlman has been
making amends behind the scenes on exactly
that issue, revealing that he is significantly
involved in the Proposition 8 federal lawsuit
masterminded by the American Foundation for
Equal Rights and superstar attorneys Ted Olson
and David Boies.

AFER’s Chad Griffin said Mehlman’s contribu-
tions to the group have been “tremendous.”

“When we achieve ... equality, he will be one
of the people to thank for it,” Griffin stated.

In September, Mehlman is chairing a major
AFER fundraiser that already has raised $1 mil-
lion, Griffin told the Towleroad blog.

But as praiseworthy as such moves may be,
some of Mehlman’s homosexual brothers are
demanding more.

Blogger Mike Rogers, who leaked the story of
Mehlman’s coming out just before The Atlantic
released it, wrote: “Ken Mehlman is horridly
homophobic and no matter how orchestrated
his coming out is, our community should hold
him accountable for his past. ... I want to hear
from Ken that he is sorry for being the archi-
tect of the 2004 Bush reelection campaign. ...
I want to hear from Ken that he is sorry for the
pressing of two Federal Marriage Amendments
as political tools. ... And those state marriage
amendments. I want to hear him apologize for
every one of those, too.”

Blogger Joe. My. God. picked up Rogers’ post
and called Mehlman a “repulsive ... homopho-
bic scumbag asshat.”

Equality California Executive Director Geoff
Kors commented: “I'm glad he finally came out
and glad he's raising money and working to
undo the tremendous damage he did to LGBT
people. He needs to acknowledge the damage
he caused and apologize for the lives he’s ru-
ined, raise millions of dollars to overturn every
one of the state constitutional amendments
(banning same-sex marriage that) he helped
pass, and spend the rest of his life working to
achieve equality and justice for the community
he is part of that he used for selfish political
purposes.”

Kors said Mehlman also should urge George
W. Bush to join his wife, Laura, in supporting
legalization of same-sex marriage.

—Assistance: Bill Kelley

Gay GOPs weigh
in on Mehiman

Chris Barron of gay conservative group GO-
Proud told CNN, “I applaud Ken for having the
courage to take this important step. I think
everyone should remember that each of us
has our own personal journey as it relates to
coming to terms with our own sexuality and

Ken
Mehlman.
From the
Kohlberg
Kravis
Roberts & Co.
website

coming out,” according to the organization’s
website.

Log Cabin Republicans, another gay GOP
organization, issued a statement. Executive
Director R. Clarke Cooper said, “Log Cabin Re-
publicans is very supportive and appreciative
of Ken's coming out. Being gay and being con-
servative are not mutually exclusive. As a fel-
low Bush alumnus, I also look forward to Ken
helping me and our colleagues build a stronger
and more inclusive Republican Party. Nothing
presents a better argument for the equality of
gay and lesbian citizens than the reality of our
lives as responsible members of society.”

“The process of coming out, and certainly
coming out in the public eye, is never an easy
one, but I am glad that Ken has decided to
take this step and am glad that he is doing so
on behalf of the fight for equality,” said former
Republican Congressman Jim Kolbe. “As some-
body who took my own journey and came out
later in life, I have a great deal of respect for
him doing this on his own terms. Ken joins a
chorus that includes Laura Bush, Dick Cheney,
Ted Olson, and countless others advocating for
the American value of inclusion. This is not
a time for playing politics; it is a time for us
all to join together—Republicans and Demo-
crats—to repeal the failed ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell' policy, to pass workplace non-discrimi-
nation, and to recognize all committed rela-
tionships. The responsibility for making this
happen lies with the Democratic leadership in
Congress and in the White House who set the
legislative agenda.”

Michael Carr, president of the Illinois chapter
of Log Cabin Republicans, e-mailed Windy City
Times, “I am excited and encouraged to have
yet another noteworthy Republican aiding in
the fight for gay and lesbian equality. As we
know, one of the largest determining factors
in supporting the GLBT community is knowing
a member of our community. Mr. Mehlman, no
doubt, has a large reach within the GOP and
is an amazing position to change hearts and
minds in favor of equality.”

Mehlman is currently part of the global alter-
native asset manager Kohlberg Kravis Roberts
& Co.

—Andrew Davis
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Officials,
residents at
Osterman

beach house
dedication

BY ANDREW DAVIS

Public officials, civic leaders and local residents
were among those attending the dedication of
a beach house in memory of the late alderman
Kathy Osterman. The event took place Aug. 27
at 5701 N. Lake Shore, on Osterman Beach (for-
merly Hollywood Beach).

Chicago Park District CEO and General Super-
intendent Tim Mitchell presided over the cer-
emony, which featured remarks from state Rep.
Harry Osterman (Kathy's son), 48th Ward Alder-
man Mary Ann Smith, Mayor Richard Daley and
lifeguard Sonia Lugo.

Smith lauded Daley for what she said are con-
sistent improvements to the city’s parks and
added, “There are miracles all around us, includ-
ing the dragonflies that are here today.” She
called Kathy Osterman “a visionary, who worked

Mayor Richard
Daley and
Alderman

Mary Ann
Smith. Photo by
Andrew Davis

so hard for our neighborhood.”

Daley said that Osterman was a “family friend
and a wonderful public servant. She came here
with great commitment ... and she had a love
of people.” Speaking of her term as the director
of the mayor’s special events (a post Daley ap-
pointed Osterman to after she retired from her
aldermanic seat in 1989), he added, “She was
the best. She overpowered everyone with ideas.”
He also said that “she loved her family, friends
and this wonderful beach.”

State Rep. Osterman said, “I know that my
mother is looking down with a big smile today
as she sees all of her friends for many, many
years. ... She was all about bringing people to-
gether.” He also said, “She gave me some karma
today when I tore my suit coat getting out of
the car, [as if to say] I shouldn't be wearing a
suit to the beach”—generating a lot of laughter
from the crowd.

Osterman thanked Daley and Smith for mak-
ing “a huge difference in our community.” He
then talked about the transformations of the
neighborhood, schools and parks before making
this remark: “This beach is a special place. ...
It's a place where people come and feel wel-
come, whether it’s our gay and lesbian friends
and neighbors who call this beach their own;
whether it’s the neighbors who live along Sheri-

D
WINE FESTIVAL

PRESENTED BY mbank

Celebrate Wine, Food, Music & Friends...

Choose from 250 domestic and international wines.
Attend cooking demonstrations and wine seminars.
Enjoy live music.

Buckingham Fountain — new location!!
Friday, September 10 from 4:00PM to 10:00PM
Saturday, September 11 from 3:00PM to 9:00PM

Alcohol sampling and sales end 30 minutes prior to close.

Tickets

$25 in advance (purchase by September 9)

$35 at the gate, $10 Designated Driver

(Group Discounts are available)

Purchase at www.windycitywinefestival.com,
by phone at 877-772-5425 or at any

Wine Discount Center location

For event info visit the website or call 847-382-1480

Save up to 25% when you place your order with

Wine Discount Center at the festivall

(see website for details)

dan Road who call this their private backyard;
whether it’s families who lug all their stuff down
to the beach and share precious memories and
moments with their children; or whether it’s new
immigrants and refugees to our city who haven't
seen the lake ... there is a togetherness that
mirrors our community, that mirrors the city
of Chicago. All of us are one, and we celebrate
that diversity. That was something my mother
embodied.”

The beach house occupies 2,750 square feet;
has men’s, women’s and family restrooms; a life-
guard office; a concession space; bicycle racks;
and two security cameras. The facility also sports
environmental sustainability features, such as a
rainwater harvesting system, natural ventilation
and tubular skylights.

Kathy Osterman would have been 67 on July
22.

TPAN's ‘Aware
Affair' Sept. 11

Test Positive Aware Network (TPAN) has an-
nounced details of the organization’s annual fall
fundraising event, the Aware Affair, to be held
Saturday, Sept. 11, at the Ravenswood Billboard
Factory, 4011 N. Ravenswood. The event will
feature 1980s icons and industrial vibe in the
modern loft space.

The venue’s third-floor atrium will be a VIP
Mile High Club and private cocktail lounge with
an adjacent outdoor terrace for donors attend-
ing the reception at 6:30 p.m. At 7:30 p.m., the
venue’s main floor and classic car showroom will
be transformed into a ‘80s Ultra Lounge, where
guests will sample from a buffet of comfort clas-
sics; peruse an array of silent auction prizes and
artwork; and watch performance art and enter-
tainment.

For reservations and more information about
TPAN's “Aware Affair: Totally ‘80s Ultra Lounge,”
visit www.tpan.com or call Rhett Lindsay at 773-
989-9400, ext. 233.
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* I'ree copies of A Mercy will be given to first 385 guests.

Tuesday, September 7, 2010
6:00 p.m.

Harold Washington Library Center, Cindy Pritzker Auditorium
400 South State Street

For more information visit chipublib.org, or call (312) 747-8191.
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* Dr. Dwight McBride, Dean of the
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at UIC
discusses Toni Morrison as a novelist

e Short performance of Toni Morrison’s

PASSAGES
Jane McGowan

Jane Marie McGowan, formerly from Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla., passed away. She was 49.

McGowan was the cherished daughter of
William (Bill) and the late Josephine McGow-
an; dear sister of Judy Carroll, Justin (Janet)
Carroll, Jeannine (McGowan) (Rudy) Chavez,
Janis (Jim Henderson) McGowan, and the
late Jim McGowan; fond aunt of many nieces
and nephews; and great-aunt of two.

She was born and raised on the South
Side of Chicago, earned her R.N. degree and
worked as a nurse in the emergency room at
St. Joseph and Northwestern Memorial Hospi-
tals. McGowan moved to Florida and worked
in hospitals in Miami and Ft. Lauderdale. She
was an avid sportswoman who played in or-
ganized women'’s rugby and softball leagues
and also worked as a personal trainer and was
a certified masseuse.

A memorial service was held Aug. 28 at Big
Chicks, 5024 N. Sheridan.

Jane McGowan. Photo by Jent Sebahar
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BOOK REVIEW

Historic Photos of the
Chicago's World's Fair

Text and captions by
Russell Lewis

$39.95; Turner; 216 pages
BY MARIE J. KUDA

The World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893 was a
landmark in Chicago’s history, so much so that
one star on our city flag commemorates the
event.

Just a few decades after the Chicago Fire we
were city of one and a half million residents but
we hosted over 21 million visitors during the six
months of the Fair—a figure nearly one-fourth of
the population of the entire United States. While
it was a great gathering of the fruits of industry,
arts and agriculture, the images of the Fair that
survive in popular memory are the statue of The
Republic standing at the head of the Great Basin
surrounded by the gleaming white buildings of
the Court of Honor—and the 264-foot-high Fer-
ris Wheel, the real money maker of the fair.

In his preface Russell Lewis, executive vice
president and chief historian of the Chicago His-
tory Museum, tells us: “The World's Columbian
Exposition of 1893 was the most photographed
event in the nineteenth century.” Charles Dud-
ley Arnold was the official photographer, but
Kodak’s recently invented snapshot cameras
were available for rental to fairgoers for $2.00 a
day, plus film and developing. The 200-plus pho-
tos in this book are selected from Arnold prints
and those of non-professionals in the Museum’s
collections. Few, especially those documenting
the early stages—filling the swamps, dredging,
creating the lagoons, the shear immensity of the
construction projects dwarfing the workers—
have been seen before. Lewis has endeavored to
show the full sweep of the project—men, mules,
steelworkers and plasterers building a magnifi-
cent something out of nothing. All aspects of
the Fair are on view in five sections, each with
an introduction, culminating in the post-closing
fires and smoldering ruins.

The Midway Plaisance

Most visitors entered the Fair by boat or across
the bridge through the grand entryway amidst
the Peristyles representing the forty-eight
States to see the much touted “White City”
spread out before them. But many entered from
the southwest directly unto The Midway, home
to the gaudier, more profitable, seamier side of
the 1893 Fair. Russell Lewis’ book has several
photographs of the Streets of Cairo section that,
along with camel rides and Egyptian mummies,
featured the hootchy-kootch dancing girls that
would create the myth of “Little Egypt” which
would linger in Chicago lore until overshadowed
by the ostrich-fan dance of Sally Rand at the
1933 Century of Progress Exhibition.

Journalist Marian Shaw who covered the Fair

for the Fargo, North Dakota Argus entered unto
the Midway “pushing our way through noisy
crowds of street vendors, hackmen and rumbling
carts, deafened by the roar of elevated trains . .
. yelling Arabs, howling muleteers, braying don-
keys ... it would be well for all visitors to this
primitive encampment to follow the example of
the Cossacks when they attacked the garlic-eat-
ing French battalion—stop their nostrils with
clay.” (Marian Shaw, World’s Fair Notes, 1992).

Encampments of fur-clad Exquimaux (Eskimos
to us), nearly naked Pacific Islanders, Native
Americans, two Irish castles, German and Vien-
nese beer gardens, a Chinese Village, a Turkish
Village replete with an obelisk and mosque, a
Moorish Palace, an erupting Hawaiian volcano,
are but a few of the Midway attractions docu-
mented in Lewis’ book.

The Midway was also home to the towering
Ferris Wheel, the icon du jour, which had 36
cars, each holding 40 people seated or 60 stand-
ing. The book has ten photographs of the Wheel,
from mid-construction to views of the Fair from
its apex. Just last year while excavating for an
ice rink the original steel foundation of the
Wheel was unearthed.

Jackson/Washington/Lincoln parks

Lewis” book also has photos of the replica
of Japan’s 14th-century Ho-o-den Palace con-
structed by Japanese craftsmen on the Wooded
Island in the North lagoon in Jackson Park. This
beautiful structure was left as a gift to Chicago
and survived the Fair only to fall victim to arson
during World War II, when Japan was our en-
emy.

The Museum of Science and Industry in Jack-
son Park, filled with the toys of technology is a
survivor of the Fair. The huge Caryatids, draped
female figures created by Enid Yandell, support
the Graeco-classic style building that once was
the Palace of Fine Arts. A massive staircase led
to a landing in the South Pond where fairgoers
were discharged directly from boats that mean-
dered the lagoons.

In Washington Park the 30-foot gilded statue
of The Republic is a replica of the 100-foot cre-
ation of Daniel Chester French that stood in the
Great Basin of the Fair surrounded by those tem-
porary classical structures that would be dubbed
“The White City.” At its western end, the Midway
today culminates in Lorado Taft's Fountain of
Time. Taft, but one of the sculptors of the Fair
had his studios just to the east, hired women
assistants; several who worked on sculpture at
the Fair went on to national recognition.

For years the Lincoln Park Zoo also housed a
remnant of that fabled 1893 Fair—a Viking ship
open all around to view. Nothing but a roof and
a small fence protected the carved dragon-head
prow and tail from vandals and the elements. A

plague explained that the boat, an exact rep-
lica of the 10th-century Gorstad, manned by
12 oarsmen and under its own sail, had crossed
from Norway to North America in 28 days before
making its way through the Erie Canal and Lake
Michigan to the Fair. It arrived at the Basin the
same day as the replicas of Columbus’ caravels
the Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria (which had been
towed across the Atlantic from Spain). Pictures
of the vessels under sail and at anchorage are in
the Lewis book. The history and details of the
eventual fate of the Viking is told in June Skin-
ner Sawyer’s book Chicago Sketches (1995).
One photograph in the Lewis book refutes
Sawyer and others who claim that the Buf-
falo Bill Wild West Show was “included” in the
Fair. Clearly showing Bill’s structure well to the
southeast of the fairgrounds, Lewis’ caption
indicates that the show had been rejected for
participation in the Fair and as an “independent
attraction” with “two shows daily, rain or shine”
diverted revenue from the Midway attractions.

From Fair to McCormick Place

Fairs throughout history have been places to
showcase new products, commercial and cul-
tural, for consumers. Two of the popular har-
bingers of 20th-century progress displayed were
transportation and electricity. In his beautifully
illustrated book, America at the Fair (Arcadia,
2008), Chaim M. Rosenberg concentrates totally
on the commercial side of the venture. He has
collected dozens of full-color pieces (advertising
trade cards, catalog covers, postcards) from the
Fair to bring life to his history of each of the
major buildings and their wares. He notes that
there were 65,000 exhibits of 250,000 objects
from fifty foreign nations on display. Rosenberg
writes that the Manufacturers and Liberal Arts
Building contained 44 acres of exhibits and was
“the largest structure in the world at the time.”
The massive steel-framed structures are given
scale in the photographs in the Lewis book that
show them under construction. McCormick Place
exhibition halls can trace their origins back to
the original lakefront Exposition.

Turn to page 7

SIDEBAR
Gaily, gaily:
After the Fair

A gay aside is that the most prominent female
sculptor in the world at the time of the 1893
Fair, lesbian Harriet Hosmer, was commissioned
to execute a statute of Queen Isabella in the act
of handing her jewels to Columbus to finance
his voyage. The Isabella faction objected to a
separate Women'’s Building, urging that women’s
accomplishments stand equally with those of
men. The internecine battles on that front were
detailed in Jeanne Madeline Weimann’s excellent
book, The Fair Women (Academy, 1981). She re-
ports that after the Fair the statue “ appears to
have traveled to Golden Gate Park in San Fran-
cisco from which it disappeared.”

Architect Louis Sullivan’s Transportation
Building was a radical departure from the neo-
classical White City (which he claimed set archi-
tecture in America back a century). Not only did
his have an elaborate golden arch as entryway,
but the building itself was multicolored (think
rainbow).

Some other gay connections to structures that
survived the Fair include the little buildings at
57th and Stony Island Avenue that became an
art colony of sorts for the denizens of the Chica-
go Renaissance. At one Margaret Anderson (HOF
2006) announced her creation of that clarion of
Modernism The Little Review, at another (1547
E. 57th Street) dancer/poet Mark Turbyfill creat-
ed a ballet studio and held classes for an aspir-
ing Katherine Dunham who went on to become
the doyenne of African-American dance.

R TR AT

The Ho-o-den Palace, as depicted in the book.

In July, 1929 Turbyfill had a chance meeting
with Henry Blake Fuller (HOF 2000) author of
early gay works (a play published in 18, and
a novel in 1917) alongside the deteriorating
Palace of Fine Arts building. He writes that he
was “musing over the decaying copy of a Greek
frieze still clinging to the weathered wall of the
... fading old building” when he saw Henry B.,
they found a bench, reminisced for a time, dis-
cussed Fuller's forthcoming novels, and walked
together to the Illinois Central station. Just two
weeks later Fuller “died in his little room near
Dorchester and 54th Street, alone.”

Another group of buildings left over from the
Fair were 18 watchmen’s “cottages” along the
Lakefront at 73rd Street (just North of the area
that would become the South Shore Country
Club in 1906). The corrugated metal cottages
survived, and after moving to Chicago in the
1950s Velma Tate and her three sons lived in one
—Tate wrote lesbian pulp novels under the name
Valerie Taylor (HOF 1992). Activist and former
Mattachine Midwest president Guy Warner's (HOF
2008) family also rented two conjoined cottages
housing him and his eight siblings from 1942
until all the cottages (known as The Colony)
were sold and torn down in 1960.

In the 1970s, after being ordained as the first
openly gay Unitarian Universalist minister, Uni-
versity of Chicago, Meadville graduate Sandra
Szelag held her reception on the Wooded Island.
The only remnant of the Ho-o-den Palace was a
single stone Japanese garden lantern.

As a photo document of the 1893 Fair from
first shovel to last ash Mr. Lewis’ book succeeds
admirably.

Copyright 2010 by Marie J. Kuda
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Little Village
LGBT bar stirs
controversy

BY SAMUEL WORLEY

Some community activists are calling for the
closure of La Cueva, a Little Village bar that at-
tracts a large gay and transgender clientele. La
Cueva, which has been open since 1972, hosts
drag shows Thursday through Sunday, and has
been recognized for providing a welcoming
space for Latino LGBT people.

Opponents, though, say that the bar is a site
of illegal activity in a neighborhood that is home
to many families. They say that La Cueva, a non-
descript facade on a busy commercial stretch of
West 26th Street, sells alcohol to minors, allows
drug dealing on its premises and encourages
prostitution in the neighborhood.

“It's causing a lot of havoc and dismay to the
residents of the area,” said Raul Montes, Jr., who
organized a protest and press conference out-
side of La Cueva Aug. 17. On nights that the
bar is open, he said, there are “transsexuals and
transvestites on every corner,” with “young kids
picking them up.”

He claimed that he recently was the subject
of attempted solicitation by a group of people
he thought to be transgender women. “It was
disgusting,” he said.

Montes said that his complaints, which he
has taken to the local alderman and police com-
mander, are not motivated by anti-gay bias. “If
anybody were to ask me, I don’t have a problem
with gay people,” Montes said. “It’s the illegal
activity. It could be any type of bar.”

Montes estimated that about 25 people at-
tended the protest he organized outside of La
Cueva. One was Daisy Revera, who told Windy
City Times of “homosexual guys selling them-
selves on the corner.

“There's a lot of prostituting going on because
of that bar,” said Revera, who lives close to the
bar. “I'm so sick of seeing this.”

Responding to a request from Windy City
Times, a representative of the Chicago Police
Department said that crime information is not
available for specific addresses.

Ruben Lechuga, who manages La Cueva and
owns the building it is housed in, denied the
protesters’ charges. “We don't have any problems
inside,” he said, and when illegal activity is ap-

parent out front, “we call the police.”

Lechuga said that the bar had been in its
Little Village location for 30 years with no prob-
lems from the neighborhood. “I go to the CAPS
[Chicago Alternative Policing Strategy] meetings
every month,” he said, referring to Chicago’s
community policing initiative.

Project VIDA, an organization that provides
services to people affected by HIV/AIDS, has of-
fices in Little Village. Its executive director, Ol-
ivia Sanchez, told Windy City Times that she had
been going to the bar since she was 21, drawn
to the eclectic crowd that La Cueva attracts. She
said that the space is diverse in terms of age,
race, and gender expression.

“You get your traditional Mexican with the
cowboy hat and belt and matching boots—and
[you get] same-gender couples,” she said. “While
you're in there, it's like a whole new world from
the outside.”

The drag revue and diverse clientele have
brought a fair amount of publicity to La Cueva.
One of its performers, Ketty Teanga, was the
subject of a 2006 profile in the Chicago Reader,
and recently the literary journal Triquarterly
published an essay on the bar by writer Achy
Obejas.

Describing the crowd, Obejas wrote, “Tonight
there are opposite-sex couples in their twenties,
their loose limbs elaborately tattooed; married
couples who dance in perfect step; an elderly
grandma out with a frisky younger man who
doesn’t always seem to be all there; carefully
coiffed Mexican men in couples, wearing jeans
and pressed shirts, who struggle with who's
leading; and a tribe of dancing girls. Next to
them, two queens press against each other with
laserlike eye contact.”

Sanchez said that La Cueva’s managers have
been receptive to HIV/AIDS prevention outreach
that Project VIDA has sought to do inside the
bar. She said that Lechuga, the manager, is “very
open to helping the community.

“There’s not a whole lot of businesses that do
that,” Sanchez said. “The management—there’s
that sense of community responsibility.”

As to the charges of illegal activity in the
neighborhood, Sanchez said that she has seen
people linger on the street after the bar closed,
but she did not see activity she thought was
“blatantly” illegal.

“To me, it’s like any other bar. Sometimes peo-
ple can get a little over-intoxicated,” she said.
“I don't see how it's any more dangerous than
people leaving straight bars at two or three.”

Center awards scholarships

Desiree Gales and Jeremy Nowell, two Center on
Halsted youth program members, each received
a $500 scholarship Aug. 26. Awarded in honor
of Martin Ruiz, Jr., the scholarships help LGBT
youth achieve their educational and career goals
through non-traditional means, like apprentice-
ships, self-study, vocational training or other
avenues.

Gales will use her scholarship to buy art sup-
plies and equipment for her button-making busi-
ness. She plans to enroll in college to study en-
gineering next year.

Nowell is a sophomore studying journalism
at Eastern Illinois University. He writes for the
school newspaper and has hosted shows about
LGBT teen issues on CAN TV, the Chicago non-
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profit access network. He plans to spend his
scholarship money on summer journalism classes
at EIU, so he can get ahead and possibly gradu-
ate early. “I want to write, do radio and tele-
vision,” he said. “I want to reach as broad an
audience as possible.”

The scholarships honor the deceased Martin
Ruiz, Jr., who was unable to afford to attend
a traditional four-year college program and in-
stead focused his efforts in different forms of
education. A child of an immigrant family, Ruiz
never finished high school, but through his own
initiative he became a successful wine distribu-
tor. Robert Sash, Ruiz’s former partner, adminis-
ters the annual scholarship fund.
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From left: Desiree Gales, Youth Program Director Alicia Vega, Ruiz Fund Executor Robert Sash and

Jeremy Nowell. Photo courtesy of Sarah Sumadi

FAIR from page 6

Fires and destruction

After the Fair closed hastily following the
murder of Chicago Mayor Carter Harrison, build-
ing after building was destroyed by unexplained
fires. The final pages of Lewis’ book have haunt-
ing images of the conflagrations and eerily rec-
ognizable structures amid the smoldering ruins.
But the most tragic photograph in the book
documents the mid-Fair blaze when the Cold
Storage Building caught fire in July. Firefight-
ers and employees are shown trapped atop the
building’s tower amid the rising smoke and
flames. One person is shown mid-air leaping to
his death—shockingly reminiscent of 9-11. Sev-
enteen would lose their lives.

Did the “Devil” make them do it?

Chicago History Museum has been the major
source for photographs of the Fair for dozens
of books, particularly over the last forty years.
In the Centennial year 1993 they mounted an
exhibition and published an excellent catalog,
Grand Illusions: Chicago’s World's Fair of 1893.
Why another book? Why now? One can only
speculate, since the question is not addressed
in the current volume. The CHM currently offers
“Devil in the White City” tours, and as already
mentioned, little survives of the fairgrounds,
so perhaps this was considered as a companion
or souvenir volume. Its format follows the con-
struction, flourishing,and destruction of the Fair
as delineated in Erik Larsen’s 2003 book that
counterpoints Fair builder Daniel Burnham with
mass murderer H. H. Holmes. Then again, per-
haps there is some movement I've missed toward
the adaptation of Larson’s novel to film since
Paramount renewed their option a few years
ago. Whatever the reason, the current volume
is a more than welcome addition to the body of
work documenting a seminal event in our Chi-
cago history.

The only “faults” I can find in the Lewis pres-
ent volume, are of interpretation and omis-

sion—1I sorely missed an index, and, a few more
words to round out the pictures. While in these
photographs the thoroughfares and buildings
are shown alive with people, I would question
some of the captions. Three photographs—one
of a mustachioed Dandy chomping a cigar and
wearing a boater, and another with a Columbian
Guard—appear to be ogling young women (one
whose short skirt betrays her youth, glances
back coyly) in the other, two women lock glanc-
es with a uniformed man; all are labeled with
suggestions that fairgoers were “discomforted”
by the variety of races encountered—while in
these three photographs costumed humanity has
already passed by.

Other captions are sufficient, but with plenty
of white space unfilled; additional information
would have been welcome. For example, in the
section “A City Beautiful,” a photograph of Al-
exander Phimister Proctor's statue “Cowboy”
notes a companion piece “Indian Scout” also
stood along the Lagoon in front of the Trans-
portation Building. This could easily have been
cross-referenced to the photograph in the “Beau-
ty and Grandeur Unrivaled” section that shows
the Indian Scout (unidentified) to the right of
the Mines and Mining Building. The page show-
ing the Bison by Proctor and Edward Kemeys
could have carried such information as Kemeys’
also did the lions in front of the Adminstration
Building (which became the Art Institute of Chi-
cago after the Fair); or that the Bison now reside
in Humboldt Park. Additional information, such
as I supplied above, about the Ho-o-den build-
ing and the Viking ship could have been added
to their brief captions.

Likewise, the caption of a photo showing a
souvenir stand makes mention of the minting
and sale of commemorative half-dollars (not
shown) impressed with an image of Columbus.
There was room to add that souvenir Isabella
quarters were also minted and sold by the Board
of Lady Managers.

Copyright 2010 by Marie J. Kuda
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i12i’s special gala

The great hall of the Japanese American Service Committee was transformed Aug. 28 into
a lively scene as 150 members, friends and allies of the queer Asian/Pacific Islander (API)
community gathered to network, celebrate their achievements and honor their own.

The event was a joint effort of Chicago’s i2i—Invisible to Invincible—QAPI organization
and the National Queer Asian Pacific Islander Association (NQAPIA). The gathering feted i2i's
fifth anniversary, served as the centerpiece social event of NQAPIA's conference in Chicago
over the weekend, and helped to raise funds for future programs and social justice work.
About 150 individuals attended, representing the many ethnicities and gender identities
within the very diverse API community.

According to spokesperson Liz Thomson, about half of the attendees were local Chicago ac-
tivists and allies and half hailed from cities and towns around the United States. The pioneers
of the group were present as well as the upcoming generation of fabulously invincible QAPI
movers and shakers.

The program, emceed by transgender slam poet Kit Yan, featured a performance by lesbian
comic Sapna Kumar and a documentary retrospective on i2i. NQAPIA Community Catalyst
awards were presented to the Lunar New Year for All Coalition, queer undocumented immi-
grant and founder of www.DREAMActivist.org Mohammad Abdollahi and Chicago’s own Lola
Lai Jong.

The buffet dinner featured basil chicken, tofu vegetables, tofu pad thai, egg rolls and crab
rangoon. Photos and text by Micki Leventhal
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TEEN from cover

of the water. But then I saw this [14-year-old]
kid bobbing in the water, and I was just gone.
My friends said that I swam so fast I looked
like I was on top of the water.

“So I get to this kid and he’s well into the
water. I got to him and he was cold and hard
as a rock; I thought he was dead—I have no
doubt in my mind. I just put him over my head;
it felt like he had weighed 200 pounds, he had
swallowed so much water.

“I [too] was swallowing so much water but
all I thought was, ‘I don’t care what happens
to me. I'm gonna die but I dont care what
happens to me as long as this kid is alright.

“Unfortunately, this kid didnt know how
to swim. I have no idea why he was even out
there.” Eventually, Hall was able to hand the
teen over to Bollinger.

The lake is staffed with lifeguards—so where
was the one on duty? According to Hall, “I
noticed that the lifeguard had something in
her hand and something shiny in her hand
and headphones in her ears. If she didn't have
those headphones in her ears, she would've
heard him.” Hall added that the troubled teen
had three cousins with him, but they were ap-
parently unable to swim.

[Editor’s note: Windy City Times spoke with
Jennie Tunkieicz of the Kenosha County ex-
ecutive’s office. She said that Hall's account
regarding the lifequard “was incorrect. [The
lifeguard] had an iPod but she was using it as
a clock; she was not wearing earbuds.” Tunkie-
icz also said that the lifeguard did not hear the
teen because the incident “happened outside
the safe swim zone” but that the lifequard re-
sponded once she realized there was “a com-
motion.”

Tunkieicz added that the office is “grateful
to Mr. Hall that he was able to achieve a posi-
tive outcome.]

Continuing to recall the incident, Hall said,
“[The teen] was just throwing up and Nicole
was trying to give him the Heimlich, although
Kenosha said she was wrong for doing that.
But guess what? She’s not a lifeguard, so how
was she supposed to know?

At this point, Hall became emotional: “I kept
thinking he was dead—and I was flipping out
on this lifequard. Nicole handed him off to a
friend of ours, Veronica, who's a CNA [certi-
fied nursing assistant]. So she [then] handed
him over to the lifeguard, who put him on his
back.

“I was shaking, throwing up, going crazy. At
this point, the paramedics got there, took him
off to the ER and said to me, ‘We want you

to go to the hospital. I said, I'm O0K.” How-
ever, according to Hall, the paramedics said
that they could not legally leave him without
a medical analysis.

He said that that the hospital, the Aurora
Medical Center, ran several tests on him, in-
cluding “an EKG and chest X-rays.” The boy
Hall saved went to his room and hugged him,
and the teen’s mom profused thanked Hall as
well: “She said, ‘I don't know how I'll ever re-
pay you. I just got married two days ago ...
and I don't know what I would do right now if
I had to identify my child.”

The aftermath

However, a harsh reality hit Hall after sav-
ing the fellow teen’s life. The Aurora Medical
Center billed him $2,000 for the tests.

After public pressure (including articles that
ran in publications such as the Chicago Sun-
Times), the hospital relented and waived the
bills. According to the Sun-Times, Aurora Medi-
cal Center spokesman Michael Brophy said,
“The family has been through enough. We've
just made the decision not to send them a bill.
Why make them go through another process?”
Unfortunately for Hall, he still had to pay
the ambulance fee, which he said is “close to
$800.”

On Aug. 30, Hall was slated to receive a reso-
lution in a ceremony at the Daley Center that
included Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White
and state Rep. Jack Franks, D-Woodstock; Hall
was also to receive a check to cover the am-
bulance fees.

Regarding his future, Hall said that he plans
to go to cosmetology school in the Quad Cities
area, and then hopes to open a salon.

When asked if he felt like a hero or role mod-
el, Hall cited something Bollinger said: “I don't
feel like it's heroic; I feel like it's human.” He
added, “I feel like anybody in their right mind
[would not] let anybody die in front of him.
Maybe I am to Aaron [the teen Hall saved] and
his family.”

Hall also had words for anyone who felt that,
somehow, this was all for publicity: “I didn't
call anybody. After I went to bed [for a couple
hours], I had 35 missed calls from news report-
ers and newspapers. People were parked out-
side of my house. ... How they found out where
I live or my phone number, I have no idea.”

Looking back on what transpired Aug. 23,
though, Hall told Windy City Times that he has
been changed forever: “It was a life-changing
experience. I'll never be the same person. My
outlook on life is so different now because
death is just a blink [away]. I never imagined
any of this.”

Trevor Hall (center) was honored Aug. 30 at the Daley Center with a Good Samaritan Award,
a district proclamation and a check to cover the outstanding ambulance bill. Here, he poses
with Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White (left) and state Rep. Jack Franks. Photo from

Franks’ office
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Dustin Yager

Armed with a bag of animal crackers and clad in a cardigan and neon-striped socks, Dustin Yager
begins his day.

It starts 12 stories up, in a bright classroom at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago
(SAIC). “We're making Lego guys,” Dustin explains. He is sitting around a large table with other
grad students, using his laptop to design a Mohawk for his Lego guy. When he’s done, the design
will be spit out of a 3-D printer down the hall.
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When class finishes, Dustin heads down
the hall to his full-time job as an Admin-
istrative Assistant in the SAIC Architecture
Department.

But by evening, he’s riding his bike to his pot-
tery studio.

Dustin kneads a large ball of porcelain, wets
the spinning wheel and begins pulling cups from
the clay. He'll sell these later or show them in
galleries, every one of them unique.
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“I really don't like things that match all the way,” he says, as he places another finished cup

aside. “I think that’s really boring to have eight of the same thing. I'd rather have eight of the

same idea.”
To see Dustin’s work, check out Ceramicsandtheory.com/home.html.
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What matters
now in the Prop 8
federal case?

Various legal documents will be filed and then
the federal Proposition 8 case will be argued in
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals the week
of Dec. 6.

And there’s little chance California’s statewide
and local LGBT activists will talk about much
else between now and then.

So what's the Prop 8 chitchat here on the Left
Coast? There are several issues:

—The governor and attorney general and ev-
eryone else who was sued in the federal Prop
8 case have refused to defend Prop 8 in court.
Arnold Schwarzenegger and Jerry Brown say
Prop 8 is unconstitutional, that gay and leshian
couples should be able to marry right now, and
that there should not have been a stay issued
pending appeal. Because of their refusals, Prop
8's only defenders are the defendant-intervenors
from Protect Marriage, the folks who brought
you Prop 8 in the first place. But in what has
emerged as a central question in the case,
the defendant-intervenors may not have legal
“standing” to function as defendants at the ap-
pellate level. Nobody sued these folks in this
case, and these folks have nothing to do with
defending the state constitution, of which Prop
8 is a part. That's Brown and Schwarzenegger’s
job. The 9th Circuit has ordered these Prop 8
proponents to prove they even had standing to
file an appeal. There is at least a 50/50 chance
they'll be kicked out of the case.

—That brings us to Imperial County, a poor,
dusty place of about 167,000 people located in
the desert between San Diego County and the
Arizona border. Imperial County, represented by
a Christian legal group, wants to enter the case
as a real defendant so the ruling that struck
down Prop 8 really can be appealed to the 9th
Circuit. The 9th Circuit will make that call as
well. Many observers think it’s a long shot, but,
of course, courts are often unpredictable and
the 9th Circuit might really want to find a way
for Prop 8 proponents to have their appeal of
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U.S. District Judge Vaughn Walker's Aug. 4 ruling
that Prop 8 violates the U.S. Constitution up,
down and sideways.

—If the Protect Marriage folks are allowed
to function as defendants, they may attempt
to sidestep Walker's 80-some conclusions from
the trial and start from scratch, arguing that
gays are hard to define and nobody knows what
makes you gay, that morality and religion pro-
vide a legally acceptable “rational basis” for
governments to discriminate against gays in
some ways, that marriage is obviously primarily
about making babies the old-fashioned way, and
what have you. It will be up to the 9th Circuit to
decide how much weight Walker's comprehensive
findings on All Things Gay carry in an appeal.

Legally speaking, those are evidentiary facts.
There’s something else that can be brought into
a courtroom: legislative facts. For the sake of
simplicity, a legislative fact is something of such
general knowledge that it need not be proven, or
cannot be proven even though everyone knows
it’s true. “Love is real” might be an example of
a legislative fact. The Prop 8 proponents could
head down this road in an attempt to restrict
marriage to opposite-sex couples, arguing,
among other things, that “marriage is between
a man and a woman—period.” Of course, in the
Bible, marriage is sometimes between a man
and several women. And starting in 2001 with
the Netherlands, 12 countries have decided that
marriage also is between a man and a man, and
a woman and a woman. One of those countries
is the U.S. Same-sex marriage is legal in Con-
necticut, Iowa, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Vermont and Washington, D.C. “Marriage is for
procreation” could be another attempted legis-
lative fact, despite the fact that millions of mar-
ried straight people never have procreated.

—The mainstream media have outed Judge
Walker as gay, though they have presented no

evidence and Walker hasn’t said anything about
his sexual orientation one way or the other.
If he's gay, does that increase the validity of
his extensive findings on All Things Gay—i.e.,
he knows what he’s talking about—or could it
mean he was biased in the case from the get-
go? Does it matter if he’s gay? Should it matter?
Would a straight judge be better-positioned to
restrict marriage to straight people? We likely
haven't heard the last of the Walker/gay meme.
—The masterminds of the Prop 8 federal case,
famed lawyers Ted Olson and David Boies, always
have indicated they wanted to take the case to
the U.S. Supreme Court. Others have suggested
that should the U.S. Supreme Court rule in a
particular way in the case, same-sex marriage
would become legal in all 50 states. What if no
one is found to have standing to appeal the Prop
8 case to the 9th Circuit? The case would end
there, Walker’s ruling would take effect, Prop 8
would be stricken from the state constitution,
and one more U.S. state would have gay mar-
riage: California. Is that an acceptable ending
to this super-high-profile case with superstar
attorneys who had grander designs? Most Cali-
fornia gay leaders say, “Yes, we'll take it.” Some,
however, would certainly see it as a limp ending
to a provocative case that was opposed, then
grudgingly embraced, by the national gay legal
establishment—a case that raised gay hopes
high that we could end this whole same-sex-
marriage thing in one fell swoop. On the other
hand, the case’s stopping before it starts at the
9th Circuit would be a “safe” resolution of the
matter. With each appeal, there’s always the
chance we could lose it all, California included.
The first court filing in the appeal is due Sept.

17.
—Assistance: Bill Kelley

Attorney Ted Olson and David Boies. Photo by Rex Wockner

What this
moment
means to me

BY ELENA

I'm a 50-year-old woman and I belong to a mi-
nority within two minorities: I'm a gay illegal
immigrant.

I was born and grew up in a country where gay
people are discriminated against in a very hid-
den way. Because of our European background,
we think that we are very modern and open, so
even when the discrimination is there, nobody
would accept it. I think that’s the worst way of
discrimination.

I spent all my life alone. I always thought I
was different or weird and it made me feel un-
comfortable around other people but I didn’t
know what was going on with me. At the same
time, because I was in the closet, I was able to
know what society thought about gay people.
When I found out that I was gay I knew I had
to stay in the closet for the rest of my life. I
thought T'll never be happy.

However, everything changed when I had the
chance to come to the USA for my American

dream, which wasn't money; it was love. Finally,
I was in the land of freedom, I was in a country
where rights are respected and where everybody
has the same rights. Yes, I know, I was very na-
ve.

The day came when my visa expired and I had
to decide between staying in the United States
as an illegal immigrant with my partner or go
back to my country to be alone and discrimi-
nated against for the rest of my life.

I spent the last seven years living with the
most wonderful partner and we plan to spend
the rest of our life together.

Today our life is very difficult, but we are hap-
py. Because of the witch hunt against the ille-
gal immigrants I couldn’t work for almost three
years and my partner has to support me, which
is very depressing. My partner lost her job and,
for a year, we both survived with her little un-
employment. Now she found a job but things are
still very hard for us; it doesn’t matter that we
both have college degrees.

Everything could be so much easier if I were
straight because I could get married and my
spouse would be my sponsor to became legal—
but I'm gay. This situation is so ridiculous: if
one of us had a sex change, we’'d be able to
get married and I'd be legal, but we are both
women.

Because of all of that, this is what this mo-
ment means to me: I'm confident that our new
president will allow us, gay people, to get mar-
ried and/or illegal immigrants become legal. For
the first time in my life I'll be equal.

Elena was born in South America, where she
lived for 40 years. She was a successful radio
and TV announcer for 25 years and a univer-
sity professor for 10 years before coming to
the United States in 2000. Since then she was
working cleaning houses or running machines
in factories—waiting to be legalized and use
all her education, experience and knowledge
in the United States.

Because of her situation, her identity is be-
ing hidden.
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_ Windy City Times talks with openly gay instrumentalist Rostam Batmanglij (right) of the rock band Vampire Weekend. See page 17.
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The Acorn:
A Michigan
getaway

BY ROSS FORMAN

The Acorn Theater is a turn-of-the-century for-
mer corset stay factory, and the conversion to
its current performance space was the subject of
multiple shows on HGTV.

The burlesque performers love that part of
Acorn’s history, naturally.

Co-owners David Fink and Kim Clark bought
the building about 10 years ago, when there was
no paved street in front and the building was in
terrible shape. “Everyone thought we were crazy,
which we were,” Fink said, laughing.

But almost eight years later, the Acorn is now
a great weekday or weekend getaway from Chi-
cago. The Acorn is located in Three Oaks, Mich.,
about 70 miles from downtown Chicago and
about 60 miles from Kalamazoo, Mich. Located
in Berrien County, Three Oaks’ most famous for-
mer resident was Carl Sandburg.

Fink and Clark, Chicago residents, bought the
101-year-old abandoned factory in 2001—and
now also live in an apartment above the Acorn.

After two years of construction, the facility re-
opened in 2003 as the Acorn Theater, a 250-seat
multidisciplinary space used for high-quality
professional performances and live theater. The
Acorn produces about 45 separate shows annu-
ally that run the gamut from Absurd postmodern
clowning to new works by Tony Award-winning
creators.

Music also holds a special place in the Acorn
lineup: Former seasons have featured interna-
tionally known rock bands including Jefferson
Starship, Poi Dog Pondering and The Cowboy
Junkies; folk legends such as Peter Yarrow,
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‘Cycle’ of life.
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The front of the Acorn; Kim Clark (left) and David Fink. Photos courtesy of the Acorn

Richie Havens, Shawn Mullins and Corky Siegel;
and others such as rock icon Lesley Gore, pianist
Jim Brickman and opera star Nathan Gunn.

The Acorn Theater has shows most Friday and
Saturday evenings.

“The Acorn is a hip and relaxed space where
everyone is encouraged to be themselves—
performers as well as patrons,” Fink said. “We
present a huge variety of live performances that
are world-class. Many of our performers are LGBT
and many of the shows would have special ap-
peal to [the LGBT] community.

“Some of the ‘out’ performers [at the Acorn]
have included Lesley Gore, Vicki Shaw and Matt

Alber, as well as a number of cabaret artists,
rock musicians and classical performers. Many
of our shows that are not specific to the LGBT
community are still appealing to LGBT audience
members, such as our Opera at the Acorn series
and some original plays and musicals.”

Fink worked in manufacturing along with the
theater until a couple of years ago. Clark teach-
es ethics and advanced screenwriting at DePaul
University and ran for U.S. Congress (from Michi-
gan) a few years ago.

They have been partners, personally and pro-
fessionally, for close to 20 years.

“We want everyone to be comfortable in our

Photo courtesy of David Shallow
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space,” Fink said. “One of the most interesting
things about the Acorn is that it is a live per-
formance space created in an old-time, small-
town similar to a cross between Mayberry and
Twin Peaks. The town now has respect for openly
gay members, and it is common for transgender
and cross-dressers to visit—and be accepted,
respected, and even unnoticed.”

Clark is a writer and producer of television and
film. He previously served for several years as
national head of the writing programs at Chi-
cago’s Second City in the Second City Training
Centers. His students currently write for many
television series, such as Saturday Night Live.
Clark also has served as artistic director at the
Chicago Center for Performing Arts.

Fink holds positions as board chairman of the
internationally known Chicago Improv Festival
and chairman of the board of the Poetry Center
of Chicago, affiliated with the Art Institute of
Chicago.

“The LGBT community from Chicago is impor-
tant to us,” Fink said. “Many of our patrons are
second home-owners with weekend places in
the area. We produce work from a clear point
of view, without being overtly offensive to the
straight community. The result is a wonderful
common ground/playground for anyone who re-
spects serious creativity.”

Thursdays also are one of the most popular
nights at Acorn, for its music video dance party
with videos from the 1960s to today. “We oc-
casionally begin with a live performance, most
of them have a special gay appeal,” Fink said.
Performers have included Steven Brinberg sing-
ing as Barbra, Edie doing a drag-nightclub act
and New York cabaret artist David Gurland.

“Many of our patrons have become regulars,”
Fink said. “In fact, many now add a budget line
in their monthly personal expenses to buy tick-
ets. One calls it his replacement for personal
therapy and soul-building.”

For more information, go to http://www.
acorntheater.com.
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THEATER REVIEW
The Last Daughter
of Oedipus

Playwright: Jennifer L. Mickelson
At: Babes With Blades at Lincoln
Square Theatre in the Berry United
Methodist Church, 4754 N. Leavitt
Phone: 773-904-0391; $20

Runs through: Sept. 25

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE

Surviving texts of the classical tragedies left
the city of Thebes facing ruin, its royal fam-
ily diminished by revelations of murder and
incest—scandal hinting at divine retribution
and ushering in a succession of untimely deaths
threatening to destroy the tribal line altogether.
With conquerors preparing to assume rule over
the nation, its broken leader, Creon, doggedly
upholds the status quo, while the distraught
princess Ismene, renouncing her earlier capitu-
lation, vows to expunge the curse visited upon
the house of Cadmus.

A society such as ours, founded on the prin-
ciple of individual actions based in free will, is
inclined to applaud the presumption exhibited

by King Laius, his son Oedipus, and his grand-
children—Eteocles, Polynices and Antigone—in
attempting to shape their own destinies, if only
the right to choose their moment to die. Jen-
nifer L. Mickelson continues their quest with her
ambitious sequel, which owes as much to Shake-
speare and Tolkein as to Sophocles, while still
adhering to the parameters of classical myth—
specifically, a postmortem court trial in the Un-
derworld, where mortal error may be appealed
and, perhaps, vacated.

But before Ismene can plead her progenitors’
case to Persephone and a jury of Eumenides
(in this interpretation, resembling Macbeth’s
Weird Sisters), she must first escape her guilt-
crippled uncle, her beleaguered home and the
ghosts who upbraid her for her fatal inaction.
As in all heroic myths, she acquires companions
for her journey, who assist her in her tasks, ac-
complished through Odyssean trickery and—this
being a Babes With Blades production—armed
physical combat. She experiences moments of
despair, speculating on Roads Not Taken and the
attractions thereof, but rallies in the final con-
frontation to win justice for her clan by means
of, not force or entreaty, but her wits, employed
in reasoning commensurate with Portia’s famous
Venetian coup.

Amy Harmon (left) and Kimberly Logan in The Last Daughter of Oedipus. Photo by Johnny

Knight

The Last Daughter of Oedipus represents an-
other step for the all-female Babes With Blades
troupe towards serious depictions of women
sound in both mind and body. The mixed-gender
ensemble led by Kimberly Logan in the title role
acquit themselves commendably, retaining con-
trol of their elevated speech and athletic cho-

reography under the direction of Tara Branham.
And if Mickelson’s episodic saga sometimes
verges on epic length (though, in fact, only run-
ning a bare two and a half hours), there is no
faulting her efforts to resolve dramatic questions
left unanswered since 441 B.C.

THEATER REVIEW
Blues for an
Alabama Sky

Playwright: Pearl Cleage

At: Greenetree Productions at
Stage 773 (fka Theatre Building
Chicago), 1225 W. Belmont
Phone: 773-327-5252; $25
Runs through: Sept. 19

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE

Our first thought when we see the interior of
scenic designer Shaun Renfro’s Victorian brown-
stone is to wonder if it has an available room
for rent (the street view makes even the stoop a
desirable option). But then we learn that this is
1930, and that we are not in Puccini’s Montmar-
tre, nor in Jonathan Larson’s East Village, but in
Harlem, where the glamour of its so-called “Re-
naissance” is waning under the corrosive effects
of unemployment, evictions, organized crime,
street violence and renewed prejudice.

Wherever pursued, however, la vie de bohéme
is a romantic one, thriving on the hope of good
fortune lurking just around the corner. This is
what spurred pretty Angel Allen and “notori-
ous homosexual” Guy Jacobs to flee their native
Georgia to the freethinking society of Manhattan
during the roaring ‘20s (notably, the coterie sur-
rounding gay poet Langston Hughes). But work
opportunities for a chanteuse-with-benefits and
a gladrags dressmaker are growing increasingly
scarce, awakening dreams in the former of a fi-
nancially stable husband, and in the latter, of
a job offer from expatriate superstar Josephine
Baker.

The ambitions of their closest companions
are humbler—Delia Patterson is a crusader for
Margaret Sanger’s “family planning” movement,
and Doctor Sam Thomas saves lives while en-
joying his own to the fullest. But romanticism
mandates tragedy, and so the destinies of these
pilgrims are doomed to end in disappointment
and/or sacrifice—circumstances precipitated
by the entrance of Leland Cunningham, a newly
arrived Alabama tradesman likewise seeking a
fresh start, but unable to leave his down-coun-
try values behind.

Spread out over two hours, this material risks
emerging as lugubrious as its operatic proto-
type, but under J. Israel Greene’s direction, the
cast for this Greenetree production engages our
emotions immediately, sustaining their focus
and energy to keep our attention riveted to the
last instant. Kelly Owens as the weary Angel and
Jaren Kyei Merrell as the defiant Guy occupy the
forestage, but Akilah Terry as the wholesome De-

lia and Lee Owens as Doctor Sam—the big man
whose big heart will be his undoing—create like-
wise vivid characters, as does Jason Andre Smith
in the role of the unwitting catalyst to their
destruction. Don’t forget the aforementioned
stage decor, Sarah Haley's costumes and Adam
Smith’s pinpoint-accurate incidental music, all
contributing to an auspicious debut deserving a
longer run than its present plans permit.
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Blues for an Alabama Sky. Photo courtesy of
Allison Yates

Deeply Rooted
auditions Sept. 2

Deeply Rooted Dance Theater will hold audi-
tions Thursday, Sept. 2, at 17 N. State, 19th
floor, 6-8 p.m.

The auditions are for those interested in train-
ing in modern dance (Horton-, Graham- and
Dunham-based techniques), ballet, African
pyragramic and contemporary movement.

The Community Ensemble (D4) is an eight-
week intensive workshop offering a Horton-
based modern dance class and repertory twice
weekly (Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-9 p.m.) for
dancers who wish to deepen their technical skill
and artistry.

Deeply Rooted Dance Theater 2 Apprenticeship
(D3) is a rigorous training program for possible
matriculation into Deeply Rooted Dance Theater
2 (D2), scheduled on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays 10 a.m.-2 p.m. for fall, winter and spring
terms.

Invitation into one of the ensembles will be
made based on the artistic team’s evaluation.
For more information, see www.deeplyrooted-
productions.org, e-mail info@deeplyrootedpro-
ductions.org or call 312-795-9777.

THEATER REVIEW
Daredevils’ Hamlet

Playwright: Ryan Walters and the ensemble
At: Neo-Futurarium, 5153 N. Ashland
Phone: 773-275-5255; $10-$15

Runs through Sept. 25

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

Daredevils” Hamlet hilariously shows the Neo-Fu-
turists in tip-top form of blending meta-theat-
rical insights, personal introspection and amaz-
ing physical feats to pick apart a Shakespearean
classic. Anyone who loves the Neo-Futurists’
usual brand of delightful deconstruction will
have a ball with this manly exploration of the
difficulties (and oddities) of Shakespeare’s play
about the melancholy Dane.

But as a critic writing for a LGBTQ publica-
tion, I must also add an extra recommendation
to alert certain gay Chicagoans to go see Dare-
devils” Hamlet (particularly those who frequent
the bars Touché or Cellblock).

Although the original Daredevils show de-
veloped in 2005 as a way to explore why men
do risky and stupid stunts, this Hamlet sequel
also carries a very discernable homoerotic tone
about it. Plus, lovers of certain fetishes will be
in heaven.

First, there’s a basic uniform of the Daredevils:
an array of masculine work coveralls that fre-
quently get peeled back to display a row of hairy
chests (and sometimes more) belonging to cast
members Brennan Buhl, Anthony Courser, John
Pierson, Jay Torrence and Ryan Walters.

Then there are a couple of symbolic physical
stunts to reflect the psychological state of char-

SPOTLIGHT

Redmoon Theatre is famous for its big outdoor theatrical spe
Outdoor Event), Redmoon is creating a whole Labor Day week
from Metro and Smart Bar, an inflatable installation artpiece ¢
Britain, and a sequel to last year's Redmoon spectacle: Last of
of Bibi Merhad. The family friendly J.0.E. plays 6 p.m. Friday,
Sunday, Sept. 4-5; and 1-6 p.m. Monday, Sept. 6, at South Be
Belmont. Tickets are $15-$25 and $10 for kids ages 4-10; ca
www.joyousoutdoorevent.com for more information. Photo by

acters—namely, the suicidal Ophelia. There's a
breath-control segment with the cast dunking
their heads into water basins, while Pierson im-
pressively gets fully submerged.

Then there’s a stunt to show how Ophelia loses
all sense of herself following her father’'s murder.
Though his symbolic reasoning didn’t fully make
sense, Pierson has agreed to have a different
part of his body shaved live on stage by his co-
horts throughout the show’s run. (Pierson’s neck
was shaved on opening night, so it's any wonder
when they'll get around to his privates).

Another aspect of Hamlet that gets a thorough
exploration is the idea that Hamlet's friend,
Horatio, is likely gay. Torrence makes a couple
of eloquent speeches, both personal and script-
derived, that rhapsodize on the bonds of mas-
culine brotherhood and how they can cross over
and foster to a fuller love between men.

Director Halena Kays keeps the action fleet and
funny, particularly with great contributions from
Courser (who prefers a hero like Robin Hood)
and the goofily cute Buhl (who offers up person-
ally funny bits inspired by Hamlet's insecurities
in acting on his instincts).

As the show's creator and de facto Hamlet, Ryan
Walters amusingly (and physically) captures why
any ambitious actor is cowed by taking on the
monumental role of Hamlet (particularly as he
delivers the famed “To be or not to be” speech
on a rotating steel framed box).

Daredevils” Hamlet definitely fits the bill for
fun, physical and introspective humor. And if
you're a gay male with particular predilections,
you'll be in for quite a treat.
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Frost/Nixon

Playwright: Peter Morgan

At: TimeLine Theatre Company,

615 W. Wellington

Tickets: 773-281-8463;
www.timelinetheatre.com; $28-$38
Runs through: Oct. 10

BY JONATHAN ABARBANEL

Even in disgrace in 1977, former President Rich-
ard Nixon was a powerful man with gatekeepers
and advisers. Even at low ebb, TV celebrity Da-
vid Frost hardly was out of work or possibilities.
That Nixon, then 64, would agree to no-holds-
barred TV interviews with Frost, then 39, was as
unlikely as if Dick Cheney sat down with Simon
Cowell. It can be argued that both men were
masters of manipulation with hidden agendas—
Nixon’s to revive his public career (although
not his political career) and Frost's to establish
himself as a heavyweight journalist. That's the
interpretation playwright Peter Morgan follows

CRITICS’ PICKSy

Hot Mikado, Drury Lane Oak Brook,
through Oct. 3. Director/choreographer/co-
adaptor David Bell serves up an extravagan-
za of musical comedy silliness and sizzling
choreography complete with jazzy 1940s
arrangments of Gilbert and Sullivan’s clas-
sic 1885 operetta. SCM

Lookingglass Alice, Lookingglass Theatre
Company, through Sept. 12. A circus-like
version of Lewis Carroll which kids will like,
but with adult psychological depths such as
repeated images of burial and resurrection.
Return visit of troupe’s signature show. JA.

The People’s Drum Circle Pandora, Quest
Theatre Ensemble, through Sept. 19. This
show is a wonderful and participatory
way to introuce kids to Greek mythology
and live theater. Even though the show is
short on plot and too hyper-perky with its
conclusions, there’s no denying the show's
overwhelming creativity with its parade of
trippy and creative imagery. SCM

Shrek The Musical, Cadillac Palace The-
atre, through Sept. 5. Dancing rat-feet and
farting matches for the kids, patter songs
and inside jokes for the grownups. And
there’s a touching golden-rule lesson for
everybody. This show’s got something for,
literally, all ages. MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge
and Morgan

Terry Hamilton in Frost/Nixon. Photo by Lara Goetsch

in his stage and film success, Frost/Nixon, and it
makes for excellent popular drama at TimeLine.
Morgan’s play is no more a documentary than
the Nixon-Frost interviews were spontaneous.
The four one-hour interviews that aired were

edited down from 28 hours of talk taped over
four weeks under careful contractual guidelines.
Similarly, Morgan’s play selectively chooses, ar-
ranges and condenses personalities, facts and
timelines and makes up much of what Frost and
Nixon (especially) didn’t actually say when the
cameras weren’t rolling. We have, for example,
a Nixon constantly making small jokes that no
one gets. It almost makes the grand self-justifier
likeable. Frost, on the other hand, comes across
as blandly dogged with no emotional depth. Set
up as a war only one of them can win, Nixon
appears to throw the battle intentionally while
Frost seems not to relish his victory (in fact,
both reaped substantial monetary rewards from
the partnership).

Terry Hamilton as Nixon does a remarkable
job, given the fact that he doesn’t really look
like Nixon. He commands his tools well to cre-
ate Nixon—voice, facial expression, posture and
gesture—and it's an effective impersonation.
But Nixon's voice and look and manner are too
deeply scorched into the minds of those who
lived through his presidency for Hamilton ever
to escape the fact that he’s doing an impression.
Andrew Carter fares better as David Frost, largely
because our mind/ear memories of Frost are far
more limited (at least in the United States) and
because Frost was a less colorful figure. The sup-

porting cast of eight makes good work of the
fast-moving play, skillfully staged by master
director Louis Contey, but the play belongs to
Nixon and Frost. Keith Pitts’ large, rounded set
suggests Oval Office, a talk show set and theat-
ricality all at once, a neat trick.

Will audiences under 40 care about this play?
Who is tragically self-destructive Richard Nixon
to them? Who is unheroic David Frost? Will they
know (or care) that Watergate tested the limits
of the Constitution? Will they understand the
payback for Nixon’s fall that his political heirs
still are inflicting upon us?

Performing Arts
auditions
Sept. 11-12

The LGBT choral-arts organization Windy City
Performing Arts will hold auditions for all voice
parts for singers interested in joining Windy
City Gay Chorus or Aria: Windy City Women's En-
semble, Saturday, Sept. 11, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.; and
Sunday, Sept. 12, 2-4 p.m. at Ebenezer Lutheran
Church, 1650 W. Foster.

To set up an audition, e-mail Bill Marsland at
join@windycitysings.org, or call 773-404-9242
for more information.
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Margaret Cho: Comic/actress
Is ‘Cho Dependent’

BY TONY PEREGRIN

Margaret Cho is working some serious mojo
these days with Cho Dependent, her new album
and tour which take an unflinching and hilari-
ous look at sex, drugs, and rock and roll, as only
she can.

Phoning in from her home in Los Angeles, Cho
chats about gay-porn stars, country-murder bal-
lads and her queerness.

Cho sounds just a hint softer on the phone, a
little more fragile, than she does on stage and
screen, but she didn’t hold back when discuss-
ing her inspiration for the new album and tour,
proving that she is always and forever the one
that we want.

Windy City Times: Your new album, Cho
Dependent, has been described as a com-
edy/rock album. For all the queens out there
scratching their heads going, what does that
mean? Can you break it down?

Margaret Cho: It's like, um, it's like my kind
of approach to the Divine Miss M; it’s very Cher.
It's kind of like Donna Summer, with some Patsy
Cline thrown in—it’s basically a lot of fag hags
rolled into one! It’s also great music too, and it’s
my approach to being a different kind of diva. I
think it's exciting. It's music and funny music,
and these are songs that I wrote with some of
the greatest musicians out there, like Ben Lee,
Ani DiFranco, Fiona Apple and Tegan and Sara.

WCT: How did you decide on the album
title? Besides the fact that it is obviously
bad-ass, did the title have a deeper meaning
or significance to you other than the obvious
pun?

MC: There are a lot of themes on the album, like
addiction...to everything, addiction to drugs,
specifically, crystal meth. The song, “Interven-
tion,” which I recorded with Tegan and Sara, is
about that. I think it'’s really a plague and that
it is something that is as damaging as AIDS, as
deadly, and destructive, and for some reason it
is still very prevalent in the gay community, and
it has caused quite a lot of casualties. The title
is about different kinds of addiction: “Calling in
Stoned,” is about calling in sick, but really you
are calling in stoned! The album is about addic-
tion to people and to sex, all different kinds of

Photo by Mike Ruiz

Margaret Cho. Photo by Austin Young

addiction, actually, which is why I thought of
the title “Cho Dependent.”

WCT: I hear that there is a song on the new
album about porn star Ricky Sinz, who lives
here in Chicago (and has, like, a giant dong,
or so I am told.) You posed with Ricky for
Unzipped, making you the first (and last)
woman ever to be photographed for the cover
of the now defunct magazine.

MC: That was so much fun! Ricky is a shy,
sweet, fabulous guy. “You Dick” is a song all
about his dick! It kind of builds off of my rap
single “My Puss.” It's a great song, classic, and
hugely produced. I co-wrote it with a straight
guy, Carl Newman from The New Pornographers.
I presented it to [Ricky] at the gay porn awards
[The GayVN Awards] last year—I sang it to
him.

WCT: Cho Dependent also features some
darker moments, specifically the “I'm Sorry”
track co-written by Andrew Bird. This “coun-
try murder ballad” is about the love you had
for a man that was not reciprocated, right?

MC: It's a really bizarre story—I was in love
with this guy that worked on All American Girl.
Nothing happened, he didn’t like me back. The
whole thing was so not right, but I really loved
him, and I had held on to that for all this time.
But then, I turned 40 and I was still wondering
what he was doing, and I Googled him. I never
thought I'd find him, and if I did, I thought
surely he would be super-successful and married,
with a bunch of kids and living in a lighthouse
or something.

Well, I found out that in 2007 he was con-
victed for murder. He bludgeoned his wife to
death, and they apparently found her partially
mummified body in the attic. I was so horrified,
on so many levels. It couldn’t have happened to
me, but at the same time it could have been me.
I felt bad for this woman, I felt horrible. I didn't
know how to deal with it, and I was writing with
Andrew Bird at the time, and so I wrote the song
and he composed wonderful music for it. We did
the demo for it in his studio on his farm in Il-
linois, as a matter of fact.

When something horrible happens, I often
think about dealing with it with a dark kind of
humor. My favorite singers often sing about do-
mestic violence—singers like Billy Holiday and
Tammy Wynette often sang about the domestic
abuse that they endured. I wanted to do my ver-
sion of that kind of song, too. It is a traditional
murder country ballad. It's my contribution to
that genre.

WCT: Earlier, you mentioned recording a
track with Tegan and Sara. What was it like
working with them?

MC: They are wonderful. I loved doing the song
with them. We recorded in Vancouver, when I
had just come home from a trip to Fez, Morocco
and I was in Vancouver and I had some kind of
intestinal parasite and head lice, and I was re-
ally sick and really itchy. And I was like ‘hi, do
you want to catch my lice?” and they were really
good sports about it, they are a great band. I
love their sound.

To me, “Intervention” is very funny, but quite
poignant, too. As I said, it's about confronting
drug abuse. I can't imagine anything worse, or
as great, as an intervention, because you are
surrounded by all these people that love you,
and at the same time you are being confronted
at a moment when you are at your most fragile.

WCT: People love to make assumptions, and
I was wondering if you want to let readers
know how you define your sexuality—if you
bother to define it in the first place, that is.
Do you consider yourself queer, straight, bi-
sexual?

MC: T am definitely queer—to me, that is a
very natural response. I wouldn’t say I'm bi-
sexual because I really value my connection
with transgender people, and I don't where they
wouldn’t fit in the bisexual spectrum. There is
more variety than that in the world, more than
two genders. I am definitely queer.

WCT: I've heard that your act is still pri-
marily comedy, with some music sprinkled in
for good measure. Can you talk a little more
about what fans can expect from your show?

MC: Oh, primarily the show will be comedy and
I am dying to do it. I have been working nonstop
on “Drop Dead Diva” for the last six months, and
I am dying to get out there and do it. There will
be a few songs in the show, but no matter what
I do creatively, I am a stand-up comedian. It all
comes back to that. That is who I am. I think
I'm gonna talk a lot about race and family and
what it is like to live in the South because it's
such a big change for me, so they'll be some of
that too.

WCT: The second season of Drop Dead Diva
recently started airing. Have you found that
working on TV is different/better/more bi-
zarre than when you were filming All Ameri-
can Girl?

MC: It's a wonderful show. I really love it, and
I am a fan of it as well. Drop Dead Diva is a dif-
ferent kind of show [compared to All American
Girl], because it’s not a sitcom. You are basically
making a movie in a week’s time, so it's a lot
more involved. I'm not in every scene, so it's
pretty simple for me, in that I don't have to
carry it. I just come in and be funny—and that
is what I really enjoy about it.

WCT: Speaking of TV, I did not know you
had a role on the Ghost Whisperer! What a
hoot. And in somewhat related news, I hear
you have a Ouija-board collection.

MC: I just took over one episode. I played a
character whose fiancé has died and we were
communicating with the dead which is really
cool. I loved it and I got to be all dramatic and
I was crying—it was great!

I do have a QOuija-board collection—but they
are missing the planchettes! I take the planch-
ettes and toss them out because my house is
old and kind of spooky, and haunted, at least it
seems like it is.

WCT: Margaret, let’s close this out with one
of those Vanity Fair, Proustian questions:
What is your personal motto?

MC: My motto, I guess [pauses], I guess it
would be something Steve Martin once said:
“Just be so good that they can never tell you
no.” I try to do this as much as I can, because
I never want to be denied the opportunity to do
more.

Cho Dependent is now on sale. In addition,
Margaret Cho will be performing at the Chi-
cago Theater Oct. 16. Visit www.margaretcho.
com for tour date information.

David Lago. Photo courtesy of Lago

David Lago:
Oneina
‘Million’

BY ANDREW DAVIS

David Lago may be known to millions across
the country from portraying the character
Raul on the daytime serial The Young and the
Restless but he’s certainly made his impres-
sion on Chicago in another, iconic role—that
of Elvis Presley in the smash-hit production
Million Dollar Quartet. Lago recently talked
with Windy City Times about being The King.

Windy City Times: First of all, congratu-
lations on the role and your performance.
However, I must ask: Is it advantageous or
disadvantageous to be in something where
your life depends on a possible date exten-
sion?

David Lago: I have found in the 16 years of
my professional career that [that condition]
is the same with any job. I was on a soap op-
era for five years and I was supposed to have
one more year. So when I was off the show
after five years instead of six, [I saw that]
that can happen anywhere.

I think once you know whether the course
is two months or 15 years, you have to enjoy
it for the moment, be present and never know
when your last performance is going to be. I
guess that goes with my philosophy for life in
general: Love what you do, do what you love
and just enjoy it. Just be present and do your
best at all times.

WCT: Elvis Presley—could there be a
more daunting role?

DL: [Smiles] Well, it's crazy because I get a
chance to portray who I think is the coolest
person in the history of the world so, yes, it's
a lot of pressure. And it's especially so, con-
sidering Elvis is one of the most “imperson-
ated” people in history. I think people come
in either ready to hate me or willing to love
me and my interpretation of it.

I love acting and I love music. Second, I
love Elvis Presley and everything he stood
for—and I get to portray him on top of that.
It's, like, the best job ever. When I think
about that quote, I just think about what I'm
going to do and I don't have to worry about
what critics say or what the 430 people in
the theater might think—and I hope they
like it.

Million Dollar Quartet is playing at the
Apollo Theater, 2540 N. Lincoln, and has
been extended through Jan. 2, 2011. Visit
www.milliondollarquartetlive.com/chica-
go-tickets.html, call Ticketmaster at 800-
982-2787 or visit the theater’s box office.

Find out much more about David Lago—
including his thoughts on openly gay per-
former Levi Kreis winning a Tony for his
role in Million Dollar Quartet—online at
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com.
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Nelly Furtado
discusses
her ‘Plan’

BY JERRY NUNN

Nelly Furtado first sang “like a bird” into our
hearts back in 2000 with Whoa, Nelly! and
teamed up with Timbaland to bring hit after hit
single with her album, Loose. Now Nelly is bring-
ing her “Plan” to Ravinia.

Windy City Times: Hi, Nelly. What are you
up to now?

Nelly Furtado: I am just having a little time
off. This is my summer vacation.

WCT: I have always wanted to ask you how
many languages you speak.

NF: English, Spanish and Portuguese as well,
and that’s about it. Some people think I speak
Hindi but I actually only know a couple of songs
of Hindi. I don’t actually speak it.

WCT: Well, that is pretty impressive.

NF: I guess it is from growing up in a multicul-
tural house. My parents are from Portugal so...

WCT: It's a very good influence for your mu-
sic.

NF: Yeah, for sure. It has been a huge stamp
on my sound. I have always been interested in
fusion. I like different styles of music, such as
pop songs. I have tried to fuse those things
when possible.

WCT: The new album is going to be called
Lifestyle.

NF: That is the one I am working on that is in
English. The last one I put out was Mi Plan. It is
all in Spanish.

WCT: I love that CD.

NF: Oh, thanks.

WCT: How was it making Mi Plan? You were
able to pick who you wanted to work with,
correct?

NF: I grew up listening to a lot of Latin pop
music. I started recording in Spanish shortly af-
ter I put out my first English full length. I did a
track with a Colombian artist named Juanes. It
basically snowballed from there. I did features
on Spanish tracks. I included two Spanish lan-
guage tracks on my third album Loose. I wanted
my Spanish album to be eclectic as usual. I
wanted to feature some really great talent. In
the Latin world there are just so many superstars
and amazing voices. I was lucky enough to get a
lot of great people on the album. I also threw in
Josh Grobin for good measure.

WCT: That's creative.

NF: He was really excited to be part of a Span-
ish track. This was all a learning experience. I
think that singers who sing in Spanish approach
their vocal very powerfully and passionately.
There can be a lot of ebb and flow. It was ex-
citing to be in the room with those men and
women.

WCT: I was not familiar with Alex until I
heard your album. I do love Julieta Venegas,
who you sang with on Mi Plan.

NF: You like her? She’s my favorite Latin artist.
She has a really unique sound.

WCT: She does. I just went to her concert
not too long ago.

NF: You did? How was it?

Nelly Furtado.

WCT: It was a smaller venue but packed. She
was very pregnant this last time that I saw
her.

NF: She is probably like six months now, right?
She has a little baby bump—how cute.

WCT: Yes, and somehow [she was] dancing
the whole time.

NF: Yeah, she just loves music.

WCT: I watched the video on the duet with
Julieta called “Bajo Otra Luz.” You dress like
Dorothy from the Wizard of 0z. Is this an
homage for your gay fans?

NF: [Bursts laughing] You got it! That's funny
that you mention that. I have been getting back
into Rufus Wainwright recently. I love him and
I have been a fan since he came out. We were
labelmates at Dreamworks. I was listening to my
old Rufus albums and realizing he is such a trea-
sure. He is going to be around forever. He is one
of those classic voices. But yeah Judy, Dorothy,
sure!!!

WCT: You basically get to work a runway
with different looks.

NF: I wanted a video that would remind people
of when they are little and not caring so much,
dressing up and putting on fashion shows for
fun. That was the spirit behind making “Bajo
Otra Luz.” Making the song was very fun with the
girls—Julieta, Mala and me. It wasn't so much
about the song but us having fun in the studio.
Julieta wrote that song for me. I was taking on
different roles and furthering the metaphor in
the video.

WCT: I heard you even have a reggae song.

NF: I do have a reggae track. What I might ac-
tually do is put out an album between this one
and Lifestyle. Honestly, I have so much material
and so many songs that I have not released. I
am so picky about what I put out. I want to
catch the fans up with b-sides and things I nev-
er released.

WCT: I went to your concert at The Vic years
ago for your Folklore album. You met me after
the show and many artists don't meet fans
after the show.

NF: Of course, I love my fans. They are very
supportive and into the music. They are just
great.

WCT: We will be there to support you at
Ravinia.

NF: It is my first show in the United States in
about four years, so we are excited!

Nelly will “Say it Right” at Ravinia in High-
land Park Friday, Sept. 3, at 8 p.m. Visit www.
ravinia.org for information and tickets.

Find out more about Nelly Furtado—includ-
ing her thoughts on Rufus Wainwright and
Bjork—online at http://www.windycityme-
diagroup.com.

Read more music on page 17, with Vampire
Weekend’s Rostam Batmanglij.
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DON'’T MISS THE MUSICAL
SENSATION OF THE SEASON,
LEONARD BERNSTEIN’S...

MUSIC BY LEONARD BERNSTEIN
BOOK ADAPTED FROM VOLTAIRE BY HUGH WHEELER
LYRICS BY RICHARD WILBUR
ADDITIONAL LYRICS BY STEPHEN SONDHEIM, JOHN LATOUCHE,
LILLIAN HELLMAN, DOROTHY PARKER AND LEONARD BERNSTEIN

DIRECTED AND NEWLY ADAPTED FROM THE VOLTAIRE BY MARY ZIMMERMAN
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i ANYONE WHO LOVES MUSICALS MUST SEE CANDIDE!
Featuring the music of Leonard Bernstein with contributions from the greatest lyricists from the 20th
century—from Stephen Sondheim to Dorothy Parker—this outrageous musical satire tells the story of

I the naive Candide, who is banished for romancing the Baron’s daughter only to be plagued by a series of
absurd hardships that challenge his optimistic outlook of life and love. Candide will leave you enchanted.

~

312.443.3800
GoodmanTheatre.org

AmericanAiriines for Candide. Photo of Geoff Packard
by Brian Warling. Image design and

direction by Kelly Rickert.
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The Cremaster
Cycle; The
Tillman Story

Between Matthew Barney’s epic, five-part art
film The Cremaster Cycle and the epic cover-up
that followed the death of football star-turned-
soldier Pat Tillman revealed in the riveting docu-
mentary The Tillman Story, the display of tes-
tosterone in theaters this weekend will be more
than a little palpable.

Artist; model; boyfriend of Bjork; and a sex-
ual provocateur with a thing for oral and anal
protuberances, biomechanical erotica, confined
areas secreted inside gigantic architectural
spaces, large breasted women in showgirl drag
and sculptures made out of Vaseline-like mate-
rial, Barney has been the darling of the art world
since his arrival on the scene in the early ‘90s.
His appeal to gay men is immediately apparent.
In addition to those often sexually tinged artis-
tic proclivities, he’s handsome, hunky and often
appears in his movies nude or nearly so, with
some sort of self-stimulation added to the mix.

The five films that compose The Cremaster Cy-
cle—created between 1994 and 2002 and clock-
ing in at a whopping seven hours—and 2007’s
hour-long De Lama Lamina (a collaboration with
Brazilian musician Art Lindsay) include pretty
much all of the above. “Cremaster” is the word
for the muscle that controls the descent of the
testicles and the cycle, taken as a whole, could
be interpreted as Barney's artistic exploration of
masculinity—or not. Staggering in their meta-
phorical and visual complexity or numbingly
vapidity (for pretty much the same reasons—
depending, one suspects, on the mood of the
viewer at any given moment), these films are
undeniably the work of a unique artistic vision.

The heavy hand of David Lynch, Busby Berkley
and the guy that made the late ‘70s midnight-
cult fave Liquid Sky hangs heavy over the first
part while Part 2 (aka “the Gary Gilmore epi-
sode”) features author Norman Mailer, the Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir, two Ford Mustangs parked
at a gas station linked by a hive-like blob (more
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Pat Tillman, the subject of The Tillman Story. Photo courtesy of The Weinstein Co.

Vaseline), bees and Barney himself engaging in
some of that kinky arousal activity.

The real power of Barney's large-scale vision
comes to fruition in the third part of the cycle—a
mythic, three-hour, two-part film set in New York
City (with stunning location shots from Ireland
and Scotland that set up the Celtic mysticism
that infuses the film). We follow The Entered Ap-
prentice (Barney again, his skin-tinted pink and
sporting a pink tartan kilt) as he attempts to
scale the interior of the Chrysler Building (while
a demolition derby goes on in the lobby) and
the Guggenheim Museum encountering torture
and other physical adversities in his attempt.

Part 4, the weakest of the cycle, gives us a
motorbike race and Barney as a tap-dancing sa-
tyr with a trio of hunky male attendants. Part 5,
however, finds Barney back on track, and this
film will be nirvana for opera queens. Ursula
Andress, gorgeously costumed, is an audience
of one for a lavish opera that features Barney,
dressed in a harlequin costume, who scales the
proscenium arch of a lavish 19th-century opera
house in Hungary.

Although your reaction to the individual parts
and Barney’s artistic excesses will vary (and be
warned, there are some very gross moments
sprinkled throughout), the contributions of his
cinematographer—Peter Strietmann—and espe-
cially, his composer, Jonathan Bepler are huge
assets. Bepler's score is available separately
though—and this is something to note—the
distributor of the films has made it clear that, a
portion of Cycle 3 aside, none of these films will
ever be made available in DVD editions.

The Music Box, 3733 N. Southport, in the
year’s most courageous film booking (talk about
testosterone) is playing not only the entire Cre-
master Cycle Sept. 3-9 but it's including the
Chicago premiere of the aforementioned 2007’s
De Lama Lamina as well. This features Barney
strapped beneath a huge truck engaging in per-
haps his most infamous display of biomechanical
self-stimulation. (The film opens with a close up
of his flaccid penis becoming erect.) And yeah—
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ya gotta see that to believe it. Tickets are $10
for individual films, $24 for the series. See www.
musicbox.com for complete screening schedule.

Now we move onto another exercise in bravery—
The Tillman Story, the searing, investigative doc-
umentary by Amir Bar-Lev. The movie finds the
family of the slain war hero going head to head
with the Bush regime and not backing down un-
til the relatives got answers about the true na-
ture of his untimely death in Afghanistan.

For reasons that have never been clearly ex-
plained, square-jawed, movie star-handsome Pat
Tillman turned down a multimillion dollar pro
football contract to defend his country after the
attacks on 9/11. But whatever the reason, once
Tillman made his decision, that was that—no
questions asked. Tillman signed up along with
one of his brothers and after the media blitz
that focused on his decision he dropped out of
the news until he was reported killed in action.
Almost immediately, as Bar-Lev's film reveals,
the Bush White House endeavored to use the
death of this all-American jock to its own ad-
vantage.

The film lays out how the government, in col-
lusion with the media, attempted to turn Tillman
into a propaganda agent for its war on terrorism.
The urge to reshape Tillman's life story; to make
his actions and words fit the public’'s mythic per-
ceptions was apparently too tempting. But the
family was/is tough and unrelenting (especially
Tillman’s mother) and wanted answers about his
death and when push came to shove, the truth
of his death from friendly fire was much less
heroic than espoused by government and media
officials.

While fighting for answers, the list of indigni-
ties thrown at Tillman’s surviving family mem-
bers, catalogued by Bar-Lev in the film, is jaw-

The Cremaster Cycle.

dropping (with the military starting by drowning
the family in 3,000 pages of documents) but,
ultimately, unsurprising—keeping in mind the
boundary lines the Bush administration crossed
in its zeal.

Like Pat Tillman himself, apparently, Bar-Lev's
movie stubbornly refuses to fit neatly into a box
and come up with traditional, rousing solutions.
The Tillman Story leaves you feeling frustrated,
angered and deeply saddened—by the waste of
the life; by the ease that the individual’s life was
used; by the shortcuts employed to present the
guy in simple broad strokes; and most, by the
dumb and/or lazy public’s quick willingness to
fall for the transparently phony-baloney story.

Check out my archived reviews at www.
windycitytimes.com or www.knightatthemov-
ies.com. Readers can leave feedback at the
latter website.

I Jane
Lynch.

Emmys a
gay affair

In terms of participation and winners, the
62nd Annual Primetime Emmy Awards, which
took place Aug. 29 on NBC, were one of the
most gay-friendly in history.

Out lesbian actress Jane Lynch won for
best supporting actress in a comedy for her
role as coach Sue Sylvester on the TV series
GLEE. She kissed her wife upon hearing her
name and thanked her as well as her “lord
and creator,” openly gay series producer Ryan
Murphy. Murphy himself won for directing a
comedy (GLEE), while Paris Barclay, who is
also out, was nominated in the same cat-
egory. Murphy thanked “my great partner,
Dick Miller” and added, “GLEE is about the
importance of arts education, so I would like
to dedicate this to all of my teachers, who
taught me to sing and finger-paint.”

Eric Stonestreet garnered an award for best
supporting actor in a comedy for portray-
ing one half of a gay couple on TV's Modern
Family; openly gay actors Jesse Tyler Fergu-
son (the other half of the couple) and Neil
Patrick Harris (How I Met Your Mother) were
also nominated. (Harris, who also presented
an award, did win an Emmy for his guest-
starring role on Glee.)

In addition, Lynch and Chris Colfer (anoth-
er GLEE actor who is openly gay) were part
of the opening sequence featuring Emmy
host/talk-show host Jimmy Fallon and other
TV regulars singing and dancing to Bruce
Springsteen’s “Born to Run.” Also, during his
tribute to the series 24, Law & Order and Lost
(which have all ended), Fallon dressed as Sir
Elton John and sang his own take of “Candle
in the Wind” for 24.

Also, Alexander Skarsgard, Anna Paquin
and Stephen Moyer—the ubiquitous stars of
the pansexual drama True Blood—were on
hand to present an award. (Incidentally, the
bisexual Paquin recently married Moyer.)

Even some of the gossip at the Emmys was
gay-related. According to the New York Daily
News blog, E! reported a rumor during the
pre-Emmys segment that Portia de Rossi, ELl-
len Degeneres’ wife, might replace Steve Car-
rell, who is departing from The Office after
next season.
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NUNN ON ONE: MUSIC
Vampire
Weekend’s
Batmanglij talks
music, family

BY JERRY NUNN

Rostam Batmanglij is producer and instrumen-
talist for the rock band Vampire Weekend. He
chatted Nunn on One about the tour and trip
back to Chicago.

Windy City Times: Hi, Rostam. Thanks for
taking my call. I heard you are waiting for the
cable guy.

Rostam Batmanglij: [Laughs] I just moved in
last week.

WCT: You guys formed the band Vampire
Weekend in college, correct?

RB: Yes, the four of us all went to Columbia.
We were friends before the band. We worked to-
gether in different ways and then the band hap-
pened at the end of college.

WCT: Were you all studying other things?

RB: I was studying music. The drummer ma-
jored in music and economics, our bass player
[studied] math/Russian and Ezra majored in
English.

WCT: Interesting. The band has been around
for a few years now.

RB: Well, it has been more than four years
now.

WCT: I saw you perform in Chicago this last
time. I went both nights, actually.

RB: Oh, wow. Thank you.

WCT: It was sold out both nights. The band
is currently being sued for use of the cover
model. You could have painted one instead
since you are an artist.

RB: [Laughs] As a kid I was really into art. I
spent a lot of high school in the art room, draw-
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Rostam Batmanglij. Photo by Amin Sepehri

ing and painting. I did it every chance that I
got. I guess at some point I was more drawn to
music. Music was something I had to work for a
little more, where art came pretty easily. I don't
know what that says about me.

WCT: Well, music is more a math thing so
that side of the brain. Tell me about your
group, Discovery.

RB: Discovery started the summer of 2005.
Wes Miles from Ra Ra Riot called me and that
was how it started. From there we became re-
ally committed. We had time when we were both
back from touring so over the course of four
years when we were both in town we would get
together and work on songs. Pretty soon we had
a manifesto of what we wanted for the record. A
lot of vocal harmonies, hand claps, fuzzy synths
and we also wanted to mess with pop music,
fuck with it a little bit.
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WCT: I can tell. You wrote a song on the al-
bum LP called “I Wanna Be Your Boyfriend.”

RB: Because the song writing on that one was
so fractured it was like putting it down and tak-
ing it back up again. That one had a hook and
I had my friend Angel Deradoorian sing on it. I
sang the verses of the song, which doesn’t make
too much sense.

WCT: You have all these other projects, like
Converse.

RB: Well, Converse is a one-time thing.

WCT: And Boys Like Us?

RB: Boys Like Us will basically be anything
that I just do myself. Vampire Weekend and Dis-
covery is never just one person’s creative out-
put. It is a collaboration. Boys Like Us might be
more than just music. I don’t have it under my
name so I can have a little detachment from it.
Do you know what I mean?

WCT: I do. I write under different names
sometimes. How was your family with you be-
ing gay?

RB: Coming out is a process. Someone once
said, “We are always coming out.” I think if you
expect to be like ripping a Band-Aid off your
skin then you are in for a surprise, because it
doesn’t work out that way—at least for me;
maybe for other people it does. When coming
out, it was important just to talk about things.
Some things that are obvious to you or me might
not be to people from a different generation,
like our parents. In the case of my parents, they
had very hybridized upbringing.

My dad went to boarding school in England,
my mom grew up in Iran and they both went to
college in America; afterwards they came back
to Iran. Their values are the product of those
upbringings. I just found it was important to
communicate with them and talk about myself.
Which is sometimes not an easy thing to do.

WCT: Well, sure. Was it hard coming out gay
publicly?

RB: It was something that I knew I always
wanted to do. I never thought to myself that
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I would never come out. I think that anyone
should be able to do whatever they want in
terms of coming out in their careers. I think
people should do what feels natural to them. It
felt natural for me to come out in the point in
my career that I did.

WCT: My take on it is that I like Vampire
Weekend’s music first and foremost. To find
out that there was a gay member made it even
better because I can relate to that being gay
myself.

RB: I know what you mean, sure. I am always
up for doing gay press. I think it is good to do
it.

WCT: Great; that's why I am here. Is this up-
coming show the same as the last one I saw?

RB: We played most of the songs from the
second album but one song that we didn't is
“I Think Ur a Contra.” It is one of my favorites
on the record, so I am looking forward to it.
It doesn’t really have a beat until the end. The
beat is gentle and intricate. It is one the songs
that I am most proud of on the record.

WCT: Well, I look forward to hearing it live
this time out.

RB: We will see you then. The cable guy is
here—gotta go!

Vampire Weekend will be at the Aragon
Ballroom, 1106 W. Lawrence, Sunday Sept. 5.
The show starts at 7 p.m. Visit www.ticket-
master.com or www.jamusa.com for details.

Kylie’s ‘Rare’ DVD
out Oct. 19

Australian singer/actress Kylie Minogue is tak-
ing part in the Rare and Unseen series with her
own DVD coming out Oct. 19.

The DVD—which focuses on Minogue’s life,
ranging from the 1980s through the 2000s—
includes: an Australian interview with Minogue,
then 21; an appearance on the Ghost Train chil-
dren’s show; and her first-ever TV appearance,
among other items.
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ADVERTISE HERE

ADVERTISE HERE: Want to advertise your product, service,
etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the Windy
City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient service,
and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online section for
free. To place an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610
ex 101, terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to
our website www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

CLEANING SERVICES
CHESTNUT CLEANING SERVICES: We're a house cleaning
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings.
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn't been cleaned in many months
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos?
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos,
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and
insured. Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575.
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (4/27/11-52)

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

MULTI-UNIT BUILDINGS

EDGEWATER GREYSTONE TWO FLAT ON AN OVERSIZED
LOT with back and side yard. Includes all new windows
and separate CFA/CA, in unit laundry. Owners unit du-
plexes down to a large family room, second kitchen,
bath and third bedroom. Close to lake, shopping, trans-
portation and Andersonville. Outstanding opportunity!
$649,000.00 Call Joe at 773-835-1333. Lakeside
Property Consultants, Agent Owned. (11/17/10-12)
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CONTRACTORS

Shannon Contractors: WE SPECIALIZE IN ALL YOUR

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL BUILDING RE-
QUIREMENTS. From new construction, remodeling, all
carpentry, porches, decks, patios, electrical, masonry,
tuck pointing, concrete work, drywall, kitchen & bath
remodeling, brick washing & sealing and painting.
Licensed, insured and bonded. Call Brendan Coyle
312-307-6515, coylies@yahoo.com (11/17/10-12)

COUNSELING

LICENSED PSYCHOTHERAPY: 20 years experience
providing counseling and clinical hypnotherapy. I
specialize in relationship issues, childhood trauma, and
recurrent patterns that inhibit potential. Individuals
and couples. Starla Sholl, LCSW, PC, 773.878.5809,
info@starlasholl.com; www.starlasholl.com.
(8/25/10-26)

FLOORING & WINDOW COVERING
FLOOR & WINDOW COVERINGS FOR ALL BUDGETS.
Tile, Hardwood, Bamboo, Carpet, Laminate, Vinyl,
and Window Coverings. Specializing in Helping with
Material Selections for your Budget. Professionally
Installed. Nationwide Floor & Window Coverings, We
Bring the Showroom to You! Call or email for a free
consultation and estimate. Charles 773-935-8700,
email cjones@nfwchicago.com  www.nfwchicago.
com (9/29/10-26)

HEALTHCARE

NEW YOU COSTA RICA. We offer USA quality Medical &
Dental in Costa Rica for a lot less (lipo anyone?). Please
request a free quote today: www.NewYouCostaRica.
com 1-888-660-8060 or info@NewYouCostaRica.
com (2/11/11-52)

HELP WANTED

HEALTHY PET COMPANY SEEKING - Whole Healthy Pet,
Inc looking for experienced employees (office/ware-
housing skills and love of animals a plus) for full-time
positions. Send resume to todd@wholehealthypet.
com. (9/1/10-3)

INTERPRETER

FOR YOUR AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE/ENGLISH
INTERPRETING NEEDS: To consult with you or your
company with your ADA needs. Diana Thorpe CI/
CT/NIC Master, Nationally Certified Interpreter,
773-401-1339, or e-mail thorpe2001@aol.com
[P-TB]

MOVERS
WE ARE AN EXPERT, FULL-SERVICE MOVING COMPANY
with over a decade of excellence serving our com-
munity. We pride ourselves in offering top-quality,
efficient, low-cost, damage-free moves. Small to large
trucks, fully equipped with modern tools, supplies
of the trade. Rates for guaranteed professional staff:
2-man crew $65/hr.; 3-man crew $85/hr.; 4-man crew
$105/hr. (plus low, one-time travel charge.)

Call 773-777-1110 or www.chicagocrescentmovers.
com. (9/15/10)

TRAVEL

THE BEAUTY OF DOOR COUNTY: beckons for your romantic
stay in the warmth of Birchwood Lodge. Elegant suites
include a king size bed, in room whirlpool and fireplace.
Some suites are equipped with walk in showers. Visit us
at www.birchwoodlodge.com. (8/28/10-52)

LOG CABIN, SAUGATUCK SLEEPS 8, fireplace, kitchen,
decks, bath w/ Jacuzzi, one bedroom, walk-out lower
level with

windows three sides two queen beds. 10 minutes from
Saugatuck, beaches, shops, restaurants, recreation.
www.homeaway.com/vacation-rental/p250786
(9/15/10-15)

OUT OF TOWN

SAUGATUCK GET-AWAY. Buy a 3 bedroom, 2 bath manu-
factured home, in gay friendly Saugatuck Michigan. Per-
fect as a vacation or weekend get-a-way. Ready to move
into, small mobile home community just two miles from
downtown. WE FINANCE - EASY APPROVAL. Several to
choose from. Call Maggie at 269-857-1191 or e-mail
gsphomes@comcast.net (9/22/10-26)

BERRIEN COUNTY, LAKESIDE, MI - Architecturally in-
triguing compound features one bedroom main house
and 2 bedroom, one bath guesthouse - a total of 3
bedrooms and 2 and 1/2 baths. Surrounded by 43

wooded acres Galien River frontage. $729,000 Con-
tact: Nora Duffy. 312-953-1783 nora.duffy@sothe-
bysrealty.com http://www.michigan.crawfordsir.com
(9/1/10-7)

PERFECT FOR ENTERTAINING. Beautiful fully renovated
4000 sg ft house in St Joseph, MI,designed by Alle-
gretti. A home for the discerning with very private
grounds.$685,000. Search: 3615 Lakeshore Dr, St Jo-
seph, MI or lynda_jarman@msn.com (9/1/10-1)
HELLO CHICAGO, IT'S COLD OUTSIDE (SOON REAL-
LY!) Think Arizona! Visit my website at www.scotts-
daleawardwinninghomes.com, I'm here to assist you
with all of your Winter housing needs, from seasonal
rentals to a permanent Arizona home. Hurry the best
places are going quickly! Hope to hear from you
soon, Michael C. www.scottsdaleawardwinning-
homes.com (9/22/10-4)

FOR RENT

2 BEDROOMS

2BR IN WRIGLEY/LAKEVIEW. 537 W. Addison-$1495.00/
month. Steps away from the lake, Wrigley Field, trans-
portation, shopping, nightlife and dinning! Secure
building with 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, large living area,
kitchen w/dishwasher, storage space, bike room, and
washer/dryer in basement. NO PETS. Available Sept
1- please call Scott with questions 773.704.1212

(9/1/10-1)

3 BEDROOMS

STEPS TO BROWN LINE. 3 BEDROOMS $950. Vintage
building modern amenities. 6 large rooms, central air
conditioning, new windows, hardwood floors. You pay
heat and utilities. Laundry in building. Parking space
$75.00. Phone day/night 773 478 4969. (9/1/10-2)

4 BEDROOMS

EXTRA LARGE, BRIGHT & SUNNY VINTAGE UNIT. 4 bed-
room, 2 bath. Oak floors, high ceilings, newer kitchen
& bath. 4 minute walk to Loyola EL. $1800. Available
now. John 773.973.2755 or meehanjohn@aol.com
(9/15/10-4)

HOUSE

ROGERS PARK HOUSE RENTAL 3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath
with all new updates, 1 Blk to Metra and a short walk
to the Red Line $1700. Call Pete (224) 578-0947
(10/1/10-2)

NORTHBROOK UNIQUE PROPERTY - 5BR/3.5BA, two
master suites, European style, breathtaking huge
vard, hot tub, full privacy, two entrances. Furnished
or unfurnished. Close to Metra. $2500/mo.
847-291-6636 (9/22/10-4)

AN
GayReallistate

FREE!
Instant Access
to Chicago and
the Nation's
Top Gay &
Leshian Realtors.
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Choose Your Perfect Agent Online:

www.GayRealEstate.com

Toll Free:

1.888.420.MOVE (6683)

To recommend an individual to be
featured in our new weekly series “A
Gay in the Life,” email Andrew Davis
at andrew@windycitymediagroup.com


www.gayrealestate.com
www.538stratford.com
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Agent David
Shallow talks
the market
and LGBTs

BY KRISTIN KOWALSKI

“The gay real estate market in the Chicagoland
area is very diverse culturally, ethnically and
geographically,” said David Shallow on his real-
tor profile at gayrealty.net.

Navigating the real estate market can be a
daunting task and with all the realtors out there,
it can be tough to choose one.

Windy City Times: Why did you decide to
get into realty in the Chicago area?

David Shallow: I'm originally from the South
Side of Chicago and I graduated from college in
'83. The job market then was very much like the
job market now and I didn’t have many oppor-
tunities with a business degree. So I thought,
T'll get into real estate and do real estate until I
find something else. I got hooked and I love it.
I've been doing it for 28 years.

WCT: I noticed on your profile at GayRealty.
net that you donate $250 at the closing of
transactions to the Human Rights Campaign
(HRC). When and why did you start doing
that?

DS: If I'm going to take something from the
gay community, I'm going to give something
back to the gay community. I'm like a partner
with HRC where I give a monthly donation any-
way, on my own. I thought that was kind of a
great hook to get business from people who feel
the same way I do, but it really is about giving. I
think everything is about giving back. Give what
you get. What you give out is what you give out.
I think it’s the best of the “gay organizations.”

WCT: Do you have any tips for LGBT buyers/
sellers in the Chicago area?

DS: They're the same tips that I would have for
everybody else, which is clean your house up,
make it ready to show, price it aggressively and
pick a serious, committed full-time realtor.

WCT: What about buyers?

DS: Pick one realtor—don't call a bunch. If
you call a bunch of realtors, they're all going
to have the same information. They're going to
all be duplicating each other’s efforts. You re-
ally need to pick somebody that’s looking out
for your best interests as a buyer and who can
appreciate what is the buyer looking for schools,
commute times, style of home. If you work with
one realtor, they're going to get a really good
idea what you're looking for if you stick with
them.

WCT: Do you think there’s anything that
LGBT individuals specifically should consider
when looking for a place in Chicago?

DS: Probably a neighborhood where they feel
very comfortable. You buy a home differently
than you buy a shirt or a pair of pants; a home
is really who you are. A home is where you're
going to live your life as a family, whether you
have children or not. You're going to entertain
your friends. It's got to really speak to your soul
more than just a commodity that you're buy-
ing like a shirt. It's an expression of who you
are and how you live out your life. You have to
find a style that works for you, but you have to
find a neighborhood that works for you—that
could be your commute time, how you relate
to your neighbors. Everybody’'s got a different
hotspot, but it’s really got to speak to your soul.

MONTHLY REAL ESTATE SE@GITON |

And that’s kind of how I approach real estate.
You're selling your home, that’s your home—it’s
not just a commodity that you're selling. When
you're buying a home, it's where you're going
to live—it’s not just a commodity that you're
buying. It's really all about who you are. I think
that’s really important.

David Shallow. Photo courtesy of Shallow

I love working with the LGBT community be-
cause I think as a community we're underserved,
although that is changing. I think just the per-
ception of some straight people can kind of put
a kink or a level of discomfort in the transac-
tion. Even down to terminology—is it spouse,
is it partner, is it boyfriend, is it girlfriend, is
it friend? I've worked with LGBT clients who
worked with unaware straight people prior to
working with me and they don't want to be re-
ferred to as friends. You have a gay couple or a
lesbian couple and the realtor is talking to one
of the couple. They don’t want their spouse or
their partner or whatever their relationship is,
referred to as their friend. I think that's prob-
ably the biggest thing of all that I have found. A
gay couple is no different than a straight couple,
other than we don't have the legal recognition
in Illinois.

We are really underserved in the community.
It's getting better, even down to getting mort-
gages. Even the practice of getting a mortgage
is ultimately the same for gay couples as straight
couples except they're not married, so years ago
it was really hard for a gay or leshian couple
to get a mortgage together because they're not
blood relatives, they’re not married, they're not
legally recognized as anything. That's changed a
lot and there are more capabilities there.

WCT: What about the real estate market in
general in the Chicago area?

DS: It's very strong right now because smart
buyers are buying houses because the prices
are down considerably. Yet the nice properties
are still selling, the properties that are priced
well are still selling. You can get some really
good values. It's really difficult for sellers who
bought at the peak because if they didn’t put
a lot of money down, they're losing money on
their property or they can't sell it at all.

To work with David Shallow, a REMAX re-
altor in the Chicago and Naperville area, go
to www.gayrealtynet.com/chicagoillinoisre-
alestate.htm or www.davidshallow.com. To
reach Shallow by phone, call 630-615-2870
or 630-235-3797.

Equality IL Pie Toss

B

Where the elite meet the sweet: Community celebrities, local politicians and activists lent
their faces to the annual pie toss event at Sidetrack on Aug. 28. Audience members bid for
the opportunity to cream the contestants, with all funds raised going to benefit Equality Il-
linois. Photos by Anthony Meade

Parlour’s doors swing open

Parlour On Clark, Edgewater’s brand new bar at 6341 N. Clark, kicked off its grand opening
weekend with a special preview party on Aug. 26. Photos by Kirk Williamson
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WINDY CITY TIMES alohtspots

Wed., Sept. 1

Four Women Showcase is a great musical
series focusing on female singer/songwrit-
ers in, around and touring thru Chicago.
Each Wednesday, “Four” female performers
will showcase their talents in a show. For
one month, the same four performers will
be featured, but will rotate and change
their sets. 6pm, Mary’s Attic, 5400 N Clark,
http://windycityopenmic.com/

Queer Social Club A no-attitude, casual
evening for the Humboldt/Ukie Area LG-
BTQ (and their friends) to come in, have
drinks, meet new friends, mingle, etc. Just
a fun night beyond the traditional outlets
in Boystown and dance parties in Wicker
Park - Doing our own thing across the
Western Ave divide! 8pm, Archie’s Iowa
Rockwell Tavern 2600 W. Iowa, 60622,
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid
=10150094929770492&ref=ts

CAKE Chicago - The BEST in LGBTQ live art.
Cake Chicago blending queer artistry into
the general public through live music and
more. Featuring bands, singer/songwrit-
ers, comedians, video/film spoken word,
drag artists, magicians and more! 9pm,
773-274-5463, The Red Line Tap 7000
North Glenwood Ave., http://www.mys-
pace.com/cakechicago

Thursday, Sept. 2

Interfaith House AIDS Run & Walk Team
Kick-off Party Join Interfaith House at a
special Kick-Off Party for members/pledg-
ers to Interfaith House’s Team in the 2010
AIDS Run & Walk. Guests must register on-
line, so their pledge is included toward the
team goal. It's only $25 and the first 100
guests will receive two free-drink tickets
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Saturday, Sept. 4

Music Music Music will
play the music of Beyonce
(right) and Lady Gaga,
among others, at Hydrate,

3458 N. Halsted. (Note: The
singers will not be present.)

Photo by Leslie Kee

at the door, and everyone gets a wrist-
band good for discounted drinks until 10
pm. Light buffet provided. 5pm, Howl at
the Moon, 26 W Hubbard, Chicago,http://
www.interfaithhouse.org/

Boystown Tour Come join me in a trip
through one of Chicago’s most distinctive
neighborhoods. Boystown was the first of-
ficially recognized gay village in the coun-
try and believe me, it has a lot to show for
it. 5pm, 773.593.4873, Roscoe’s Tavern,
3356 N Halsted St, chicagoelevated.com

American Veterans for Equal Rights (GLBT
veterans) monthly meeting AVER is a
non-profit, chapter-based association of
military veteran servicemembers dedicat-
ed to full and equal rights and equitable
treatment for all present and former mem-
bers of the U.S. Armed Forces. Member-
ship is open to anyone who wishes to join.
7pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 N Halsted,
http://www.averchicago.org/

Nerd Fest, Nerds at Heart Kick off Labor
Day weekend with other brainy hetero and
LGBT single, $10. Attendees get numbered

HERO EFFECT

Saturday, Sept. 11

Test Positive Aware Network’s “Aware Affair: Totally ‘80s
Lounge” will take place at the Ravenswood Billboard

Factory, 4011 N. Ravenswood.

Photo from 2008 by Kat Fitzgerald (MysticImagesPhotography.com)

tags indicating their gender preference
and those who don't already make a match
during games and performances can con-
nect by leaving mailbox messages for each
other during the evening. 7pm, Holiday
Club, 4000 N. Sheridan Rd. http://www.
nerdsatheart.com

One Man Chicago finals at Harris Theatre
in Millennium Park, 205 E. Randolph. One
man out of 20 will be chosen “One Man
Chicago”—the man who represents the
best of the city from the perspectives of
community involvement, personality, in-
telligence and fitness. 7 p.m. See http://
www.OneManChicago.com.

Friday, Sept. 3

Salute to GLBT Veterans City of Chicago
annual tribute to GLBT veterans. A part
of Unity Month. 1pm, Daley Plaza, Wash-
ington & Dearborn, Chicago, http://www.
averchicago.org/

Equality Illinois First Friday Networking
Event Equality Illinois and ChicagoPride.
com present this monthly “Make A Differ-
ence” event. For a $10 donation to the
Equality Illinois PAC, you receive two-
drink tickets and a ticket for a door prize
drawing. 6pm, Sidetrack, 3349 N Halsted
St, http://www.egil.org

Gay Speed Dating for Labor Day Weekend
Don’t miss this Chicago summer Gay Speed
Dating event at Minibar for men ages 22-
42. Dates will be between 3-5 minutes
each. The event will last approximately
2-3 hours depending on number of at-
tendees. $25 fee (5% of profits go towards
http://www.hrc.org) covers admission. 28
person maximum capacity for this event.
8pm, Minibar Ultra Lounge and Cafe, 3341
N Halsted, http://www.lalords.com

The Flesh Hungry Dog Show The Flesh Hun-
gry Dog Show presents Tom Goss, The Heat
Birds, Brown Lazer with special guests from
Girlie-Q Burlesque; 9pm, 773-743-5772),
Jackhammer, 6406 N Clark; http://www.
fleshhungrydog.com

Saturday, Sepft. 4

Center on Halsted Family Playdates First
Saturday of every month the Center Fam-
ily welcomes families to come together
for a fun & informal monthly gathering
to simply play & have a great time in a
welcoming environment. 10am, Center on
Halsted, 3656 N Halsted, http://www.cen-
teronhalsted.org

Mr. Continental finals JF Enterprises, Inc.
presents the 2010 Miss and Mr. Continental
Pageants, September 3 - 6. Call 312-527-
9338 for tickets. 7pm, Park West Chicago,
322 W Armitage, http://www.thebaton-
showlounge.com/continentall.htm

Music Music Music Spotlite Theatrix pres-

Get
calenda

online

ents this song & dance cabaret show to
benefit ArtReach Educational Theatre.
Come experience the music of Madonna,
Lady Gaga, Beyonce, and your favorite pop
and Broadway hits in a fun-filled atmo-
sphere with raffles, shots, fun & prizes.
Suggested donation is $10, includes 2
drink tickets; 9pm, 773.604.1892, Hy-
drate, 3458 N. Halsted, http://www.art-
reachspotlite.com/artreach/benefits.htm

Piano Man Mark Farris at Club 3160 Chi-
cago celebrates the return of popular
piano man, Mark Farris. 9pm, 3160, 3160
N. Clark Street, http://www.chicago3160.
com/

Sunday, Sept. 5

Hinsdale PFLAG Chapter meeting The Hin-
sdale PFLAG Chapter is committed to serv-
ing the needs of our GLBT loved ones and
meets every first Sunday of the month.
This month’s speaker is former Marine Ser-
geant Marquel Smith on the topic of Don't
Ask, Don’t Tell. 2pm, 630-415-0622, Uni-
tarian Church of Hinsdale 17 West Maple
Hinsdale, IL, http://www.pflagillinois.org

Mass Appeal An older priest, comfortably
settled in a prosperous parish, is chal-
lenged in many ways when he takes on
a young idealistic seminarian with a bi-
sexual past. Each is critical of the other’s
lifestyle, but they are both forced to re-
evaluate their own approaches to people
and pastoring. 3pm, (773) 426-1168, Eu-
clid Ave, United Methodist Church,405 S.
Euclid Ave. (at Washington), Oak Park IL

Queer Dharma Chicago Queer Dharma
meets every Sunday from 6:30-8:30pm at
the Shambhala Meditation center for sit-
ting meditation, discussion & socializing.
Free meditation instruction. http://www.
queerdharmachicago@googlegroups.com.
6:30pm, (773) 230-3886, Shambhala Med-
itation Center, 7331 N. Sheridan, chicago.
shambhala.org/programs.php?cid=170

Velvet Rope Sunday Karaoke Come and join
Dawn Marie Hamilton for a night of kara-
oke and general mayhem! 7pm, 708-358-
8840, Velvet Rope, 728 West Lake Street,
velvetropeultralounge.com

Monday, Sept. 6

$1 Drink Night with DJ Laura B at Hydrate
Monday at HYDRATE is $1 DRINK NIGHT!
ALl well cocktails are only One Dollar all
night long! 8pm, Hydrate, 3458 N. Hal-
sted, http://www.hydratechicago.com

Miss Continental finals Miss Continental,
the most prestigious and respected na-
tional pageant for professional female
illusionists, is Labor Day Weekend, Sept
5 - 6. Call 312-527-9338 for tickets.
7pm, Park West Chicago, 322 W Armitage,
http://www.thebatonshowlounge.com/
continentall.htm

Tuesday, Sept. 7

Bisexual Social/Discussion Night An event
for bisexuals, bi-curious, and bi-allies to
form community, share ideas and connect
with peers. Come out and help build the
bi community! We meet for game nights,
potlucks, networking, social activism,
peer-led discussion groups & more. 7pm,
Center on Halsted, 3656 N Halsted, http://
www.centeronhalsted.org

Secrets To Lasting Intimacy Want to learn
the secrets to lasting intimacy, love and
fulfillment? Are you ready to expand joy,
pleasure and creativity in your life? At
this workshop you will learn in a safe,
respectful and joyous environment; 7pm,
773-525-5006, 2031 W. Warner Ave., Chi-
cago, IL. 60618, secretstolastingintimacy-
forgaymen.com/

Wed., Sept. 8

BISEXUAL Panel Discussion is a casual,
peer-lead conversation group. This is an
event for bisexuals, bi-curious, and bi-
allies to form community, share ideas, and
connect with peers. Come check us out
and help build the bisexual community!
7pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 N Halsted

OH, ‘MAN’
Thurs., Sept. 2

Bryan Herb (above)

will be among those
competing in the “One
Man Chicago” contest at
the Harris Theatre for
Music and Dance.

Photo from B. Herb

Classics Book Group This month’s book is
The Tenant of Wildfell Hall by Anne Bron-
te, portrays a woman’s eloquent struggle
for independence at a time when the law
and society defined a married woman as
her husbhand’s property. 7:15pm, 773-769-
9299, Women & Children First, 5233 N.
Clark St., http://www.womenandchildren-
first.com

Thursday, Sept. 9

Celebration of Progress hosted by John
Dalton Kane County Resident Judge Can-
didate John Dalton hosts a fundraising
event honoring the 1st Anniversary of
Legalization of Gay Marriage in Vermont
and the 10-year Anniversary of the First
U.S. Givil Union. Tickets are $50. 5:30pm,
(312) 541-1600, Minibar Ultra Lounge and
Cafe, 3341 N Halsted

Newtown Writers General workshop
7:30pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 N Hal-
sted, http://www.newtownwriters.org

Mark and Homer Like This Mark Hanner and
Homer Marrs met and fell in like on the
gay chat site Bear411.com. It was humor
at first “woof.” Mark, a 7-year veteran of
Schadenfreude, and Homer, a 6-year vet-
eran of the Second City (Las Vegas and Na-
tional Touring Company), decided to eke
out a comedy revue to see what happens
when two musically inclined red-bearded
homos try to entertain each other in
front of an audience. 8pm, 773-561-4665,
Annoyance Theatre, 4830 N Broadway,
http://www.theannoyance.com

Saturday, Sept. 11

Aware Affair: Totally ‘80s Ultra Lounge
Co-chairs Todd Armbruster, Robert T.
Cichocki, Toby Eveland, and Scott Silver-
man cordially invite you to attend Test
Positive Aware Network’s signature fall
event, the Aware Affair: Totally ‘80s Ultra
Lounge. 9:30pm, Ravenswood Billboard
Factory 4011 N. Ravenswood Ave., http://
www.tpan.com

Lakeview East Festival of the Arts Lakev-
jew East Chamber of Commerce presents
more than 150-juried artists featuring
world-class original paintings, sculpture,
photography, furniture, jewelry, a Pop-Up
Gallery of emerging artists, the Christy
Webber Landscape Garden Oasis, Llive
sculptures, and interactive children’s ar-
eas. 10am, 773-348-8608, Broadway Ave.,
from Belmont Ave to Roscoe St, http://
www.lakevieweast.com

Monday, Sept. 13

The Human Rights Campaign Presents
Crossing the Finish Line U.S. Represen-
tatives Mike Quigley, Jan Schakowsky and
other officials for an evening of stimulat-
ing conversation about how to get real
results for the LGBT community. RSVP Chi-
cagoHRCTableCaptains@gmail.com; 5:30
p.m., Jenner & Block, 353 N. Clark, #4500,
Chicago, http://www.hrc.org

. WindyCityMediaGroup.com
" ChicagoPride.com
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John Barrowman (above) recently unloaded some baggage.

“I knew exactly what I was doing. You can't ac-
cidentally take a whole bottle of pills.”—Fantasia
Barrino admits she attempted suicide over the
public revelation of her affair with a married
man. I'm no expert, but if you're really serious,
aspirin is probably not the way to go. Maybe she
couldn't read the bottle.

I recently zipped to Hartford, Conn., to catch
the world premiere of High, a new play by Mat-
thew Lombardo. This is the same playwright who
wrote Tea at Five and Looped. But rather than
being a love letter to some dearly departed diva,
this is a real, honest-to-goodness play. And it
stars a diva who is far from departed—Kathleen
Turner. And she’s playing a nun! I know what
you're thinking—but she’s a nun who came late
to the nunnery after a lifetime of hard living and
alcohol. Assign her with a teenage male hus-
tler who is addicted to drugs and doesn’t really
wanna get clean (and may or may not have been
complicit in the death of a 14-year-old boy) and
you have a pretty damn unhappy nun. Just for
kicks, toss in a supervising priest of question-
able motives and prepare yourself for a riveting
ride. While the show has closed in Hartford, it is
off to Cincinnati and St. Louis—and, I suspect,
even larger stages. Check it out.

Across the sea, George Michael admitted his
own drug addiction—at Highbury Corner Magis-
trates Court. Georgie pled guilty to driving under
the influence and being in possession of mari-
juana at the time of his car crash on July 4. In
addition to losing his license for six months, the
judge also said, “I make it clear the options in
respect of sentence remain open, including the
power to imprison.” Don't threaten him with a
good time, your honor!

Elsewhere in the British Isles, John Barrow-
man had everyone in a tizzy. He advertised a
garage sale at his home in Wales with flyers that
said, “Everything Must Go—Spread the Word.”
With news that Torchwood was not completely
dead and would begin shooting new episodes in
the United States under a new moniker (“Torch-
wood: The New World”), most people assumed
the Glasgow-born but U.S.-raised actor was leav-
ing the United Kingdom permanently. “I'm just
a regular citizen holding a normal garage sale
to clear out a load of old junk and raise money
for charity,” he said. Perhaps, but most citizens
don't include antique furniture and a Peugeot!
Barrowman was on hand all day while buyers and
fans crowded the grounds. He would sign any-
thing for an additional fee, and announced that
a percentage of the proceeds would be donated
to a local children’s hospice.

On the home front, our Dancing with the Stars
will begin in a fortnight ... err, in a couple of
weeks. By the time you read this, the line-up
will be public. People like David Hasselhoff, Mi-
chael Bolton, Margaret Cho and Florence Hender-
son could be participants, along with premarital
abstinence advocate Bristol Palin. And it also

appears that Jersey Shore mania will be infil-
trating network television with “The Situation”
competing for the mirror ball trophy. (He’s never
met a mirror he didn’t like.) I believe someone
who committed vehicular homicide is also a con-
tender, but why go there? Let’s stick with The
Sitch—allegedly his income in 2010 will top $5
million, which I believe may be one of the first
signs of the Apocalypse. (Look it up, I'm sure it's
in the Bible.) Part of that income will come from
his upcoming DVD “The Situation Workout—Get
Ripped in 5 10-Minute Sets.” He's also writing a
book—a novelty for someone who I'm not sure
ever read a book! And he'll be pocketing $400K
to be the spokesman for Devotion vodka—a bev-
erage that swears it increases lean body mass
because it contains a clear protein liquid. I'd
happily endorse a milky protein liquid, but no
one is knocking on my door!

Speaking of milky beverages, Lil Romeo just
lent his name to a shake at Millions of Milk-
shakes. He debuted the drink at the West Hol-
lywood location shirtless—'cause that’s what
hot guys in WeHo do. I'm told the shake con-
tains French vanilla ice cream, cookie dough
and sprinkles. Looking at his abs, I'm finding it
hard to believe he’s ever had this drink—unless
he also throws in some of that lean muscle-en-
hancing vodka (or some other liquid protein).
T'll post some photos at BillyMasters.com.

Could it be that one of the more venerable
relationships in Hollywood and points south has
hit the skids? True enough—the partnership has
been dissolved and while the public may focus
on the star leaving the boardroom, the golden
boy has been moved out of the bedroom. Or bed-
rooms in this case (the pitfalls of being so inter-
national). I'm told the lord of the rings was very
direct about the split. No big song and dance.
No other party involved (except that ever-pres-
ent wife). The liaison had simply run its course.
It could have been ugly, but the youngster has
been through this before. He's a foxy fella and,
like most Sicilians, he'll land on his feet (or his
back).

When I can present a blind item with such
panache, it's definitely time to end yet another
column. Labor Day’s around the corner, and that
means two things—TI will be riveted to the Jerry
Lewis Telethon and I'll soon be leaving Boston.
I dunno why but within a few hours of seeing
Jann Carl’'s mole, I get the urge to lay on a beach
without sunblock! I guess I'll spend some time
in Fort Lauderdale before returning to the glitz
and glamour of Hollywood. And if it's glitz and
glamour you're looking for, look no further than
www. BillyMasters.com. If I can provide any ser-
vice to you, feel free to drop a note to Billy@
BillyMasters.com and I promise to get back to
you before vodka is marketed as a health drink!
So, until next time, remember, one man’s filth is
another man’s bible.

v

Holiday Weekends
Are Sidetrack Weekends

Labor Day

|
N

JU0FPrize: 2 PAIRS of Bears Ticket
o JAMESoy.

jecial thanks
Jour friends at IJI' IRISH WHISKEY

3349 N. Halsted
SidetrackChicago.com

WINDY CITY TIMES

ANNIVERSARY
ISSUE

After a quarter of a
century of recording
the exciting history
of Chicago’s LGBT
community,

Windy City Times
celebrates its silver
anniversary with

a special issue on

September 29, 2010

Deadline: Wed., Sept. 22

* Fresh, new cover design

+ Exciting articles, photos
and features

* Printed on high-quality,
whiter paper

773-871-7610
advertising@windycitymediagroup.com



www.sidetrackchicago.com

XA Sept. 1, 2010

WINDY CITY

===

Ted Cappas. Photo courtesy of Cappas

Ted Cappas:
Leading ‘11
World
Series board

BY ROSS FORMAN

Ted Cappas seems like the perfect, logical fit for
the president of the five-person executive board
for the 2011 Gay Softball World Series, to be
held in Chicago.

After all, Cappas was the Coady Roundball
Classic (CRC) tournament director for seven years
before stepping down from that post earlier this
year, and he was the co-chairman of sports for
the 2006 Gay Games in Chicago.

The board also includes Jack Neilsen (chair-
man and founder), Joe Cappelletti (director of
finance), Brian Redar (director of operations)
and Aaron Brost (director of marketing/special
events).

“As President, my role is to lead the Execu-
tive Board in the planning and execution of the
event,” said Cappas, 38, who lives in the Ander-
sonville neighborhood. “I play a strong role in
setting the agenda and direction of our organi-
zation. I think one of the reasons I was asked
to be part of this organization is my ability to
keep everyone on task and to focus on what is
important to have a successful event. We have
a very strong executive board. Every member
has held a leadership position in either running
[the Chicago Metropolitan Sports Association’s]
softball league or our annual July 4th ChiTown
Classic. Though we have different titles and re-
sponsibilities, we all work collaboratively in the
planning and execution. Everyone brings a set
of skills needed for a successful event. Having
Jack, Aaron, Brian and Joe on the board was
very important to me accepting this position.”

Cappas is a self-employed collateral examiner
for commercial lending institutions.

“I will draw on my experience with both events
[the Gay Games and the Coady],” Cappas said.
“Joe Cappelletti and I were co-chairs of sports
for the Gay Games. We continually refer back to
the Games to note what worked and what didn’t
work. I think that experience alone is invalu-
able, as it is always easier to do something like
this for the second time.

“With the CRC, I know what it takes to run
a successful tournament. Sometimes people get
caught up or overwhelmed by the bigger picture
and dont worry about the details. I think one
of the reasons the CRC has been so successful
has been our focus on the details. Each year
we try to put ourselves in the shoes of a player
and walk through the entire weekend and figure
out what will make this tournament the most
efficient, well run and exciting tournament they
have ever played in.”
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Cappas has been a successful player in the an-
nual World Series, too. In his first, in 2000, his
B-Division team finished in third-place. Cappas
also played in 2001 (San Francisco), 2002 (Port-
land), 2003 (Washington, D.C.), 2004 (Dallas),
2005 (San Diego), and 2006 (Fort Lauderdale).

“Having participated in seven World Series,
I know what an amazing event it is,” Cappas
said. “The World Series brings together the best
gay softball players and teams from across North
America to compete at the highest level. Beside
the competition, tournaments like this have a
strong impact on our community, our players and
our city. Similar to the Gay Games or other gay
sporting events, they break down stereotypes for
both people in and out of our community. In ad-
dition, they provide home for gay male athletes
to compete in a sport at the highest level and be
proud to be part of the LGBT community.”

The 2011 Series is expected to draw more than
3,000 players and 600 games for a week’s worth
of games.

The 2010 Series will be held in August in Co-
lumbus, Ohio.

The North American Gay Amateur Athletic Al-
liance (NAGAAA), which runs the Gay Softball
World Series, is a predominantly male event. A
separate all-women’s World Series also is held
annually; however, CMSA did not bid to host that
event in 2011.

Cappas said he likely will not be playing in the
2011 event. “If anything, I may try to get on a
team’s roster, but would only be available for
spot duty or pinch hitting. In all likelihood, I
will be too busy making sure things run smooth-
ly.”

Cappas said the board’s goal is to “plan and
execute a well-run, fun and exciting World Se-

A competitor at the 2009 World Series. Photo
by Ross Forman

ries. Obviously we have no control on how peo-
ple play and who wins the tournament, but we
do have some say in everything else.

“Our organization will busy planning, fund-
raising and training volunteers for the event. We
obviously have fundraising goals that we need
to meet to make this a successful tournament.
With over 4,000 people coming to Chicago for
the week, it is a great opportunity for potential
sponsors. We also will be hosting fundraising
events over the next 12 months to bring aware-
ness to the World Series, raise funds and culti-
vate a large team of volunteers.”

More than 175 teams are expected, including
some from Canada.

We expect over 4,000 people from over 175
teams coming to Chicago to compete in over
600 games during the week,” Cappas said. “Be-
sides the softball, we will be hosting evening
social events throughout the week including the
Opening and closing ceremonies, and the World
Series Talent Show. We plan on showcasing our
wonderful City and neighborhoods throughout
the week.”

Cappas said his fondest World Series memory
came in Toronto in 2000.

“It was my first World Series and I went up
to Toronto with no expectations,” he said. “Our
team had not played that well during the regu-
lar season, but we hit our stride in Toronto and
made a great run towards the title. We had
some key injuries late in the week which hurt
us during our final two games. Obviously win-
ning makes the experience better, but we had a
great group of guys/friends that made that week
every special.”

The next major fund-raiser for the 2011 Gay
Softball World Series is Saturday, Sept. 11: The
Virgin Drag Review, when many CMSA players will
offer their first performances ever in drag. The
event will be held at Hydrate Nightclub, 3548 N.
Halsted, starting at 8 p.m. The admission is $10
and pizza will be served. Proceeds go to support
the 2011 Series.

Clinton backs
Gay Games

BY ROSS FORMAN

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton of-
ficially supported the recently-completed Gay
Games, held in Cologne, Germany—and she
even sent a video-taped message, endorsing the
eighth sports and cultural extravaganza.

Clinton’s message was to be aired at the Clos-
ing Ceremony on Saturday, August 7; however,
the facility did not have a video screen projec-
tion.

“The Closing Ceremony was a very successful
event that people did not want to leave. It was
really well executed and attended. It was short
on speeches, big on celebration,” said Kelly
Stevens, spokesman for the Federation of Gay
Games (FGG).

The governor of Ohio, Ted Strickland, asked
Clinton’s office for a video, Stevens said, and
her message to Cologne attendees included this
message: “please come to the U.S. in 2014,”
when Gay Game IX is held in Cleveland.

“We were very incredibly pleased to see sup-
port from such a high level of government of the
USA,” Stevens said. “Secretary of State Clinton
holds the equal position to German Foreign Min-
ister [Guido] Westerwelle, [who is gay and spoke
at the Opening Ceremony], so her message post-
Gay Games VIII was a good choice.

“We played the video at the very well attended
annual meeting of the assembly of the FGG. It
played after the inspiring roll call of diverse
global representatives of the FGG. Co-President
Emy Ritt announced a short video and the as-
sembly went quiet and cheered when it was
completed. Some were teary-eyed to see this
high level support of the Gay Games.”

So, does this bode well for Clinton to attend
the Cleveland Games?

“I am not sure,” Stevens said. “Many people
think we should also ask Michelle Obama [to at-

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. Photo by
Rex Wockner

tend]. It would be fantastic to get a high-level
U.S. Government person to speak at the Open-
ing Ceremony at Gay Games IX in Cleveland in
2014.

“This type of support is important to highlight
the importance of our mission of changing the
world through LGBT sport and culture via the
Gay Games. She understands the human rights
issues we address through Gay Games.”

Clinton’s video-tape message has not received
media attention yet, nor been seen by many,
yet.

“We will convert the big file and YouTube it,
and place it on our home page,” Stevens said.
“It is inspiring. We are working on technically
converting the file and loading it.

“Hillary Clinton again shows her support of
LGBT people and shows she is a true friend to
our community.”

Stevens added: “I must thank our 2010 host
city, Cologne, Germany, the city government,
the Games-Cologne Team, and all the volun-
teers. They produced an event that raises the
bar for all future cities hosting the Gay Games.
They provided an emotionally full, technically
well executed Gay Games. Veilen Dank! (Much
Thanks.)

“I personally want to thank the press, espe-
cially the German press, print, radio and national
television. The press told the stories of real peo-
ple [who] worked hard to get to the Gay Games,
and those people enjoying friendly, tough com-
petition. The press was also ‘Part of It' at Gay
Games VIII. Journalists from all over the globe
were on site all week.”

Pins for a
Cure Sept. 18

Better Existence with HIV (BEHIV) will host
its second annual bowling fundraiser, Pins for a
Cure, Saturday, Sept. 18, 1-3 p.m., at Waveland
Bowl.

Pins for a Cure is organized by BEHIV's staff
to provide a lower-dollar fundraising option for
supporters who can't afford tickets to BEHIV's
larger events, such as the Club BEHIV & Caba-
ret.

Registration for individual bowlers is $30 and
a team of five is $135; additionally, bowlers can
raise pledges to support them during the event.
Bowlers can register at http://www.behiv.org or
Facebook page.

CMSA sports
new women’s
soccer league

The Chicago Metropolitan Sports Association
(CMSA) has started a new women's outdoor soc-
cer league, and the season will take place Sept.
11-Oct. 30.

Games will be played in Chicago’s Warren
Park.

The player fee of $30 must be paid by Sept. 2.
Those who are interested should e-mail Sam.Soc-
cer.Girls@gmail.com or call 708-436-0031. Also,
see http://www.chicagomsa.org/cmsa_new/
Leagues/Soccer/WomensSoccerLeague.aspx.
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s1nce 1988 rkoenig@clarkhill.com | clarkhill.com
773.262.7010 410 S. Michigan Ave., CLARK HILL
1422 W. THOME AVENUE, CHICAGO IL 60660 Suite 628, Chicago ARIZONA ILLINOIS MICHIGAN WASHINGTON DC

Family is “Aterrific role for SHARON GLESS
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Rose Dalsandro, Agent We all feel the same commitment to care - o j
6610 N Milwaukee Ave for our families. Helping you meet your f — Staming multi-award winner Sharon Gles& {Bum hh.l'.‘f?. Queer as Folk, Cagney & Lacey) Ina
e o1 insurance needs s part of my commitment | 2 - tremendous performance, Hannals Free tells the moving story of the lifelong love affair between
rose.dalsandro.hz5m@statefarm.com 0 you. Like a good neighbor, AP

two very different women. Directed by Wendy Jo Carlton and written by Claudia Allen.

State Farm is there®
CALL METODAY.

&|State Farm

0907504 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

“Gless's free-spirited butch lesbian bridling against authority conveys the
same punchy heartiness she brought to Queeras Folk™ - e S fork fims
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“iloilo custom framing
turned my old family
painting info a
beautiful masterpiace.
It takes a lot of talent to

make that old family look
beautiful!”

CUSTOM FRAMING

Framing Chicago's art since 1991
All work done on premise.

1478 W. Barwyn - 773.784.3962



www.globalpharmacydirect.com
www.mybankruptcycounsel.com
www.clarkhill.com
www.wolfevideo.com
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LARIDGESTONE

Sure, it’s just a tire.
Like the 17th hole at TPC Sawgrass is just another par three.

- '/Q?)\ -

GH UP T[] on an American Express® branded prepaid reward card by mail
when you buy a set of four eligible” Bridgestone Dueler tires.

Offer valid Sept. 2 through Oct. 2, 2010. For the nearest Bridgestone retailer, call 1-877-TIRE USA.

*Reward Card can be used virtually anywhere American Express® Cards are welcome in the U.S. as detailed at www.rewardeamer.com/bridgestone; valid for up to 6 months; card is point-based and not redeemable for cash.
; Card issued in the name submitted on official claim form; cannot be issued to minors; not transferrable. Usage restrictions, guidelines, terms and conditions apply. Card issued by InteliSpend Prepaid Solutions, LLC.
"Tires must be purchased from a participating Bridgestone retailers inventory between Sept. 2 and Oct. 2, 2010. Mail-in claim form required. Certain restrictions and limitations apply. See your participating
Bridgestone retailer for complete details. Offer excludes Costco purchases.

For drivers who want to get the most out of their cars,

IT'S BRIDGESTONE
OR NOTHING.

PASSION
for EXCELLENCE

bridgestonetire.com tiresafety.com



www.bridgestonefire.com
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