
By Lisa Keen
Keen News Service
	
President Obama released a new health care 
reform bill Monday that he says incorporates 
work done in the House and Senate and adds 
ideas from Republican members of Congress. But 
there’s no inclusion in this new proposed mea-
sure of any of the gay-related provisions in the 
original House bill.
	 But it’s not all bad news. The president’s pro-
posal calls for $11 billion for “the operation, ex-
pansion, and construction of community health 
centers” around the country. And that money 
could help at least some LGBT and HIV centers 
around the country.
	 Rep. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., the openly gay 
member of Congress who was a leader in adding 
pro-gay provisions to the House health reform 

bill, says she hasn’t given up hope. She called 
President Obama’s proposal Monday “an impor-
tant step forward” that “helps to regain our mo-
mentum” on health care reform efforts.
	 But, she added, “it is not the final word.”
	 In fact, it’s not even a bill, yet. The president’s 
proposal is a “new starting point,” as White 
House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs put it during 
a routine press briefing Monday. Gibbs and other 
White House spokespersons have been cautious 
in laying out what they believe will happen next 
on the proposal. A key turning point, they say, 
will be a much-publicized summit Thursday be-
tween the President, Democratic leaders, and 
key Republicans.
	 But prospects for the leaders to agree on at 
least a draft bill for the Senate and House to 
take up anew has already been dimmed by state-
ments from Republican leaders who are sup-

posed to be heading into that crucial Feb. 25 
meeting. 
	 “The president has crippled the credibility of 
this week’s summit by proposing the same mas-
sive government takeover of health care based 
on a partisan bill the American people have 
already rejected,” said House Minority Leader 
John Boehner. Senate Minority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell echoed Boehner, calling the president’s 
proposal “another partisan, back-room bill.”
	 Prospects for adding back in the pro-gay House 
provisions are, of course, even worse and have 
clearly not improved since last December when 
they failed to make it into the Senate bill. And 
the Senate bill is where the president’s proposal 
starts.
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Obama’s health plan excludes LGBTs

Cubs’ Laura Ricketts:  
Owner making history

Turn to page 5

Turn to page 6

by Tracy Baim

When Laura Ricketts and the rest of her family 
closed on the deal to purchase the Chicago Cubs 
baseball franchise last fall, the furthest thing 
from her mind was the impact this would have 
on the gay community. Even though Laura was 
an out lesbian activist and philanthropist in 
Chicago for several years, the Cubs deal was all 
about the team.
	 A few months later, Ricketts does realize the 
impact of being the only openly gay owner of a 
major league men’s sports franchise in the U.S., 
and also a rare woman owner and board member. 
She wants to make sure to serve both the Cubs 
and her community well.
	 And this year, Ricketts, 42, and her partner 
of five years are not just becoming part of Cubs 
history, they are also welcoming a new Cubs fan 
into the family: Laura is pregnant and is expect-
ing a baby girl in May.
	 “We’re extremely excited [that] we’re expect-
ing a baby in spring,” Laura said. “This is a big 
year for us, not only in regards to the Cubs ac-
quisition, but if you can imagine, for my partner 
and I an even bigger blessed event. My whole 
family is excited.”
	 Laura sat down for an interview with Windy 
City Times at Wrigley Field Feb. 17, as the Cubs 
head into Spring training and her family looks 
forward to their first season as owners of the 

Laura Ricketts poses in front of Wrigley Field Feb. 17. Photo by Hal Baim

AdWindyCityTimes15x1025_02outlined.indd   1 2/17/10   4:00:14 PM

www.harristheaterchicago.org


2 Feb. 24, 2010



3Feb. 24, 2010

NEWS
Lieberman & DADT repeal	 4
LGBTs not in health plan	 5
Task force’s new Web site	 5
Cubs’ history-making owner	 6
Gay minor-league owner	 7
Quigley at SAGE event	 8
Freedom to Marry pics	 8
Alleged attackers want trial	 8
Space loses appeal	 9
Darrow event March 13  	 9
Quote On 	 9
Views: Ishaug, Weaver 	 10
Letter: Meth madness	 10

ENTERTAINMENT
Measure for Measure	 11
Theater reviews 	 12
Knight: Ghost, Sissy Boy	 14
Gays Got Talent	 14
Boys in the Band	 15
Chicago Auto Show	 16
Patti Smith in Chicago	 19
Billy Masters	 21

OUTLINES
Real estate; classifieds; Pets	 18
Calendar Q	 20
Sports: Megan Matteson	 22
Sports: Lesbian wins gold	 22

Photos on left side of cover (from top): Photo of two 
members of The Boys in the Band cast by Carol Rosegg; 
photo from Freedom to Marry by Emmanuel Garcia; photo 
of Megan Matteson courtesy of Matteson

The Ring (above) is one of the productions 
reviewed in Windy City Times this week. 
Read page 13.

Photo by Michael Brosilow

Movie critic Richard Knight, Jr. reviews 
The Ghost Writer and Sissy Boy (above). 
Find out more on page 14.
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ONLINE INDEX
IN A MANNER OF SPEAKING

Etiquette expert Steven 
Petrow (right) talks with 
WCT about the proper 
manners regarding 
all sorts of situations, 
including coming out of 
the closet.
Photo by Ernest Dollar
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IT’S A HISTORY TO ME

Rev. Irene Monroe 
(left) has written a 
provocative piece, 
“Do we still need to 
celebrate Black History 
Month?”
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“★★★★★ !
Impeccable and gorgeous — A landmark event!”—Time Out Chicago

“Marvelous! Stylized and raw, mythic and immediate —
Incredibly ambitious and accomplished!” —Chicago Reader

“A music-infused, hilarious, tragic, complex
multi-generational telling of the African-American experience!” —New City

“Surely the greatest piece of writing by an American playwright
under 30 in a generation of more.” —Chicago Tribune

written by Tarell Alvin McCraney
directed by ensemble member Tina Landau

A breakthrough theatrical event: three interconnected plays in
two programs by a brilliant new American voice. Grand in scope,
yet intimate and heartfelt, Tarell McCraney’s plays are daring,
funny and genuine.

Now Playing!
In the Steppenwolf Upstairs Theatre

steppenwolf
buy online at steppenwolf.org or call 312-335-1650.

explore: The World of The Brother/Sister Plays

Saturday, February 27, 5-7 p.m.
In the Steppenwolf Rehearsal Hall, 758 W North Ave, 2nd Floor (corner of North & Halsted)

A cool free event with a live performance from Muntu Dance Theatre, a DJ and vocal set from recording artist Santero
and poetry, and complimentary Afro-Caribbean appetizers and free drinks!

This event is FREE, but you must RSVP to Steppenwolf Audience Services at 312-335-1650.
Great ticket offers available on February 27th. Ask for more info when you call to RSVP!

the brother/
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Lieberman to
introduce 
DADT repeal
by Chuck Colbert

The push to end the U.S. military’s “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” policy gathered significant momen-
tum this week as Sen. Joe Lieberman, D. Conn., 
announced he would introduce legislation soon 
to repeal the federal law banning openly gay 
service.
	 The New York Daily News broke the story early 
Feb. 22. “I’ve been asked by both the White 
House and by advocacy groups in the gay rights 
community to be the lead sponsor, and I am 
glad to do,” Lieberman told columnist James 
Kirchick.
	 By mid-morning, Lieberman issued a state-
ment. “I will be proud to be a sponsor of the im-
portant effort to enable patriotic gay Americans 
to defend our national security and our found-
ing values of freedom and opportunity,” he said, 
noting his long-standing opposition dating back 
to its inception. 
 “To exclude one group of Americans from serv-
ing in the armed forces is contrary to our funda-
mental principles as outlined in the Declaration 
of Independence and weakens our defenses by 
denying our military the service of a large group 
of Americans who can help our cause,” he said.
	 In his remarks, Lieberman credited President 
Obama for his “leadership,” as well as “support” 
from Secretary of Defense Robert Gates and 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Admiral Michael 
Mullen.
	 For any number of reasons, lift-the-ban pro-
ponents believe Lieberman, a strong military de-
fense “hawk,” is best suited to champion repeal, 
including his seniority on the armed services 
committee, close ties to the defense establish-
ment, and credibility with the active duty ser-

vice members and veterans, according to Alexan-
der Nicholson, executive director of Washington, 
D.C.-based Servicemembers United, the nation’s 
largest organization of gay and lesbian troops, 
veterans and allies. 
	 Additionally, repeal advocates hope Lieber-
man’s status as an Independent would bridge 
between the partisan divide over repeal, with 
few Republicans favoring repeal and many Dem-
ocrats in support. Lieberman even has close ties 
with McCain, who ardently opposes any changes 
in the policy.
	 Sure enough, all eyes are on U.S. Sen. Susan 
Collins,  R-Maine. As ranking member on the 

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee, she serves along with Lieberman, its 
chairman. His good working relationship with 
her could help bring her on board as a co-spon-
sor.
	 “We remain hopeful the Senate bill intro-
duction will be bipartisan and look forward to 
the specifics on language and a timeline,” said 
Aubrey Sarvis, executive director of the Wash-
ington, D.C.-based Servicemembers Legal De-
fense Network (SLDN), which seeks to provide 
information and assistance to service members 
threatened or discharged under the policy.
 	 “We hope the Lieberman bill closely mirrors 
the Military Readiness Enhancement Act in the 
House of Representatives,” he added, referring 
to a bill introduced to lift the ban by Rep. Pat-
rick J. Murphy, D-Penn., an Iraqi war veteran, 
which now has 187 House Sponsors—just 31 
votes shy of the 218 votes to assure repeal in 
the House.
	 Meanwhile, the details of Lieberman’s proposed 
legislation have not yet been made public. Ac-
cordingly, Nicholson of Servicemembers United 
declined to comment “about the extent to 
which our proposal is being utilized to construct 
the bill,” he said. Still, “ We’ve been working 
with [Lieberman’s] office closely and the White 
House, though, so I think we’ll be pleased.”
	 Several weeks ago, Servicemembers United in 
fact released a repeal proposal, right after Sec-
retary Gates and Joint Chiefs chair Adm. Mul-
len, testified before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, indicating their support for allowing 
gays to serve, but only after a year-long study, 
which would allow the Pentagon to analyze 
implementation before the actual repeal takes 
effect. 
	 Gates voiced hope that within 45 days steps 
could be taken to ease enforcement of the cur-
rent policy.
	 So far the reaction from leaders of leading gay-
rights organizations has been immediate and 
upbeat. “Senator Lieberman’s announcement of 
the introduction of a Senate repeal bill is a wel-
come development following what has already 
been a historic several weeks in the campaign to 
end “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,’” said Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) President Joe Solmonese.
 	 “As a member of the Armed Services Commit-
tee and a longtime leader on issues of national 
security and foreign policy, Senator Lieberman’s 
leadership on this bill is another positive sign 
that ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ can end this year.”
	 Grassroots activists and gay-rights organiza-
tions show little sign of letting up in marshalling 
of public support to end “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” 
HRC, the nation’s largest gay political organiza-
tion, recently launched a lift-the-ban initiative, 
called “Voices of Honor,” to organize veterans in 
key states that may lobby for critical to votes in 
the House and Senate to repeal Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell.
	 Additionally, Internet activists have ramped-
up advocacy, with a bloggers’ “swarm” an-
nounced last week calling on HRC to press its 
influence on Congress and the White House for 
repeal.
	 The California-based Courage Campaign, an 
Internet based advocacy organization, preserv-
ers with a letter writing campaign—now nearly 
500,000 strong—of correspondence to the 
President Obama, Speaker of the House Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., and the Army in support of end-
ing “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”
	 The push to lift the ban on gays in the armed 
forces took off last month when the president 
called for its repeal during the State of the 
Union Address. Secretary Gates’ and Admiral 
Mullen’s testimony before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, days later, boosted repeal 
efforts.
	 Since then former Secretary of Defense Colin 
Powell and former Vice President Dick Cheney 
have also called for a review and end to “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell,” adding more momentum.
	 Passed by Congress in 1993 and signed into 
law by President Bill Clinton, “Don’t Ask Don’t 
Tell” mandates the discharge of openly gay, les-
bian, or bisexual service members. So far nearly 

14,000 service members have been fired for 
forced out under the law since its implementa-
tion in 1994, including 800 people with special-
ties such as Arabic language expertise, accord-
ing to SLDN.
	
	 But gay-rights advocates believe repealing 
the ban is long overdue, pointing to changes 
in public opinion polling that show overwhelm-
ing support for allowing gays to serve. A recent 
Washington Post/ABC News poll, for example, 
conducted last week found that 75 percent of 
Americans believe openly lesbian and gay citi-
zens should be able to serve in the U.S. military, 
compared to 44 percent who favored openly gay 
service in 1993 polling.
	 What’s more, recent polling data form the Cen-
ter for American Progress found that voters value 
skills over sexual orientation and that repeal of 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” is not a polarizing issue 
among likely voters, even in 2010 battleground 
congressional districts and Senate races.
	 The price tag of enforcing the policy is stag-
gering, another reason offered for repeal. A 
2005 estimated from the Government Account-
ability Office (GAO) found that the cost of dis-
charging and soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, 
and Coast Guardsmen fired because of their sex-
ual orientation during the first ten years of the 
policy totaled at least $190.5 million, amount-
ing to roughly $20,000 per service member dis-
charged.
	 And yet a more recent study by the Palm Cen-
ter, a think tank at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara, found that the GAO’s analysis left 
out of consideration the high cost of training 
discharge commissioned officers for being gay. 
Factoring in that cost, the Palm Center calcu-
lated a $363.8 million total cost to taxpayers, 
representing a $173.3 million increase—or 91 
percent, more than the GAO’s original estimate.
	 Meanwhile, debate continues this week on 
Capitol Hill over ending “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, 
with testimony expected before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee from the secretaries 
of the Army and Navy, along with their respec-
tive service chiefs.
	 This week, the Palm Center is also set to re-
lease a report, a comprehensive new study on 
foreign militaries that already allow openly gay 
service members. The 152-page report, “Gays 
in Foreign Militaries 2010: A Global Primer” 
concludes that a quick implementation of the 
change is not disruptive and in fact is the pre-
ferred strategy. 
	 The study’s principal author, Nathaniel Frank, 
who also wrote the book “Unfriendly Fire: How 
the Gay Ban Undermines the Military and Weak-
ens America,” said in telephone interview that 
the study’s finding stands in direct opposition 
to the views of Pentagon leaders, who have 
asked for a year or more to end and are also 
opposed to the 1993 Rand Report, which found 
that “phased-in implementation might allow en-
emies of the new policy to intentionally create 
problems to prove the policy unworkable.”
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Drug task force
starts Web site
BY ANDREW DAVIS
	
In a meeting held Feb. 17 at the Chicago Depart-
ment of Public Health (CDPH), 333 S. State, the 
Chicago Task Force on LGBT Substance Use and 
Abuse announced that it has started a Web site 
that functions as an information repository.
	 The Web site, www.ChicagoLGBTSubstance.
com, has several pages, including “Body, Mind, 
& Soul,” which discusses emotional and mental 
health in addition to the physical; “Substanc-
es,” which tackles alcohol, opiates and tobacco, 
among other drugs; and “Chicago Services,” 
which provides a list of references and agencies 
that aid in drug treatment, but which also in-
cludes a chat room.
	 Pamela McCann, one of the task force’s new 
co-chairs, stated that the site cover material the 
task force developed over nine months. She also 
discussed the recent Creating Change conference 
that took place in Dallas and how the social/
online media is “generation-specific.” McCann 
added that the Twitter hash tag for that confer-
ence is “cc10,” meaning that tweets that men-
tion an item with a “#” prefix will appear when 
the tag is typed in the search box; she said that 
one has been proposed for the task force.
	 Simone Koehlinger, a former co-chair who is 
the CDPH’s director of the office of LGBT health, 
gave a presentation on the top 10 lesbian health 
priorities. In doing so, she cited a paper from 
the Gay & Lesbian Medical Association entitled 
“Top 10 Things Lesbians Should Discuss with 
their Healthcare Provider.”
	 The issues covered in the paper include breast 
cancer, depression/anxiety, heart health, gyne-
cological cancer, fitness, tobacco, alcohol, sub-
stance use, domestic violence and osteoporosis. 
During her talk, Koehlinger presented several 
startling statistics—including that, according 

to one study conducted by Chicago Health and 
Life Experiences of Women (CHLEW), 20 percent 
of bisexual women and lesbians in the sample 
had attempted suicide at least once. However, 
the “good news,” as Koehlinger stated, was that 
the study also found that 47 percent of lesbians 
had seen a mental-health professional within 
the last two years.
	 Ed Negron, the task force’s other co-chair, 
said that the group will explore aspects of LGBT 
health that reflect the entire community. Negron 
said that the task force will “focus on one let-
ter at a time in the LGBTQ community, which 
will give us a wider range of [ideas] to come up 
with.”
	 Reflecting a new agenda that includes quar-
terly meetings instead of monthly ones, McCann 
said that the next general meeting will take 
place May 19. However, a March 2 meeting is 
planned that will focus on the task force’s di-
rection; consultant/executive coach H Walker is 
slated to attend.

HUD housing
forum Feb. 25
	 U.S. Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
Assistant Secretary Raphael Bostic will host a 
town-hall meeting Thursday, Feb. 25, at Chicago 
City Hall, 121 N. LaSalle, Room 201A, 1-4 p.m., 
with members of the LGBT community to explore 
the issue of housing discrimination that specifi-
cally targets them.
	 HUD is preparing to launch a groundbreaking 
national study of discrimination against mem-
bers of the LGBT community regarding the sale 
and rental of housing. Before designing this 
research effort, HUD is conducting a national 
listening tour with public meetings slated for 
Chicago, New York City and San Francisco. 
	 Others slated to attend at Bill Greaves, liaison 
to Mayor Richard Daley and Director of the Ad-
visory Council on LGBT Issues, and Simone Koe-
hlinger, LGBT director for the Chicago Depart-
ment of Health.
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“The president’s proposal assumes the base 
Senate bill,” said Shin Inouye, a spokesman for 
the White House with LGBT media. But Inouye 
pointed out that the president’s proposal does 
include “data collection.”
	 The “data collection” mentioned in the House 
bill called for the establishment of an office of 
Assistant Secretary for Health Information to 
promote the collection of data about “sexual 
orientation” and “gender identity” (along with 
a great many other categories) to help identify 
health issues and the need for programs. The 
proposal posted by the White House Monday 
calls for improved “data collection and analy-
sis, facilitates better data sharing, and requires 
the development of standards for the collec-
tion of data regarding the nation’s health and 
the performance of the nation’s health care, 
including health disparities.”
	 Ronald Johnson, deputy director of the AIDS 
Action Council, said he is concerned that some 
aspects of the House bill that were favorable to 
the LGBT communities will be left out but that 
the proposal is still “a moving ball.”
	 Johnson and Darrel Cummings, chief of staff 
for the L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center, said the $11 
billion designated for community health center 
money is a definite plus. 
	 Cummings noted that the Los Angeles center 
has earned designation as a “Federally Quali-
fied Health Center-Look Alike”—a designation 
that means it is eligible to receive funding un-
der the Public Health Service Act money for un-
derserved populations but has not yet received 
any.
	 “We have been awaiting notice of funding 
availability for some time now and are very 
hopeful that this legislation would create the 
funding necessary for that to happen,” ex-
plained Cummings. 
	 Most LGBT and HIV activists had supported 
the House bill because it included key LGBT 

specific provisions, including provisions. In 
addition to the data collection, it prohibited 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and 
gender identity in the provision of health care; 
enabled people with HIV and low incomes to 
obtain Medicare coverage earlier in the course 
of their illness; and eliminated the tax that 
gay employees must pay if their same-sex part-
ners or spouses receive health coverage from 
their employers’ plan. Straight employees don’t 
pay that tax but, for gay couples, the coverage 
is characterized by the federal government as 
additional income for the gay employee.
	 Baldwin said Feb. 22 she would “continue 
to fight for all of my priorities in the final 
healthcare-reform bill, including those related 
to LGBT health.”
	 Baldwin warned last September that there 
were “many reasons why people in the LGBT 
community ought to be following the health 
care reform very closely.”
	 “Our lives are very much going to be affected 
by this legislation,” said Baldwin at the time, 
in a videotaped message, “and certainly our 
health is.”
	 ©2010 Keen News Service

U.S. Rep. Tammy Baldwin.
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Cubs. The team is among the country’s most 
loved, despite having not won the World Series 
in 102 years.
	 Laura and her three brothers (Pete, Tom and 
Todd) grew up in Omaha, Neb., in the 1960s and 
1970s. Laura was the third oldest. Their father 
J. Joseph Ricketts founded the company later 
known as TD Ameritrade in the 1970s, and he 
and his wife Marlene worked extremely hard to 
grow the company. It took years for their sweat 
equity to pay off, but it did just that and the 
family joined the ranks of the country’s richest 
once TD Ameritrade, an online brokerage firm, 
went public. 
	 Tom, the second oldest child, spearheaded the 
Cubs effort. Laura said that the plan came about 
in part because the family wanted to work to-
gether in a family business environment again. 
All the family members are co-owners, and the 
four siblings make up the board of directors. 
Tom is Executive Chairman of the Cubs, and the 
most hands-on day-to-day.
	 Laura’s area of emphasis for the Cubs is gov-
ernment relations, community relations and 
philanthropy, specifically through the Cubs Care 
charitable giving. Chicago Cubs Charities has 
given millions of dollars over the years, includ-
ing donations to neighboring gay groups such as 
Center on Halsted (the gymnasium is sponsored 
by the Cubs), Howard Brown Health Center and 
the AIDS Foundation of Chicago.
	 “Since 1991 Cubs Care has given over $15 mil-
lion. They’ve given over $1 million a year the 
last five years,” Laura said. The mission is to 
make grants to non-profits that aid children 
with special needs, support youth sports pro-
grams, help victims of domestic violence and 
assist social service efforts in Lakeview. “In gen-
eral, I’d like to see all of those efforts expand, 
we should be doing more, and the family and the 
team have expressed an interest in expanding,” 
Laura said. “I think the Cubs have come quite 
a long way, there’s just always more that can 
be done. I’d like to see it expand for the LGBT 
community. We hosted the Closing Ceremony for 
the Gay Games in 2006, and we support LGBT 
organizations within our community.”

Exploring the world
	 All four Ricketts children were encouraged to 
explore their own passions, and all four ended 
up in Chicago for college. Todd attended Loyola 
while the others went to the University of Chi-
cago. Laura started as an economics major then 
took a break before returning to get a degree 
in philosophy in 1995. After working in the 
“real world,” Laura returned to school, this time 
to receive a law degree from the University of 
Michigan in 1998. Chicago pulled her back, and 
she worked at a law firm before leaving to fol-
low her entrepreneurial spirit, co-founding the 
internet venture Ecotravel, LLC, where she is still 
the president.
	 The timing of Ecotravel’s formation wasn’t 
ideal: starting an online venture to promote 
ecotourism right before the 911 tragedy and the 
dot.com bubble bursting. Laura and her partners 
realized that in order to weather the challeng-
ing environment they would need to take a more 
long-term approach and alter their business 
plan.
	 “I began getting more involved with LGBT vol-
unteering as well as housing issues,” Laura said. 
“A lot of my time was going to help nonprofit 
organizations. One was Housing Opportunities 
for Women, where I now chair their leadership 
council. They provide comprehensive support 
services for women. They find them permanent 
homes, it’s not a shelter, and then they provide 
support to help them avoid homelessness again. 
They deal with the issues that made them home-
less to begin with, the underlying issues, such as 
domestic violence, health issues and substance 
abuse.”
	 By the mid 2000s, Laura also was getting 
more involved in the gay community, specifically 
through Lambda Legal. 
	 “The political environment several years ago 

made me realize the importance of being out 
and standing up for myself, and really being 
involved in my community,” she said. “I had 
participated somewhat in all sorts of organiza-
tions in Chicago, but I was really impressed with 
Lambda Legal, the impact they have not just on 
individuals but on the community as a whole. 
I was also trying to help get more women in-
volved. A lot of fundraisers in the community 
are very male, so I started working with Mona 
Noriega who was at Lambda at the time, and 
Cindy Homan at Lambda, to start doing women’s 
social events. We also partnered with lesbian en-
trepreneurs and other women’s and gay groups. 
We worked with GayCo (a performance group), 
the Chopping Block, and others to make women 
aware of the important work Lambda does. The 
reach of their work is amazing.”
	 Laura continues on Lambda Legal’s national 
board, where she has served almost five years. 
She’s also on the board of GayCo and has co-
chaired events for Equality Illinois (which re-
cently honored Laura for her work) and Howard 
Brown Health Center.
	 Laura has also gotten more political, and 
served on Barack Obama’s LGBT finance com-
mittee during the 2008 campaign. She now 
co-chairs the Democratic National Committee’s 
LGBT Leadership Council nationally. “The aim is 
outreach to the LGBT community, and also to 
do fundraising within the LGBT community,” she 
said. “It’s really to raise the visibility of our is-
sues.”
	 What does Laura think of the recent call by 
some gay activists to “pause” donations to the 
DNC until more movement is made on gay is-
sues? Laura said she has “mixed feelings.” 
	 “I appreciate the impatience,” she said. “I 
think it’s created a healthy dialogue, which 
is needed. I think that we need more people 
speaking up, saying it’s not enough, that we 
don’t have enough. We need that advocating 
voice. It also needs to be constructive, to open 
the dialogue. At the same time, we really need 
to strengthen the president’s hand. I appreciate 
the pushing … I want these rights, too … . But 
I don’t think withdrawing from the process is 
the answer. In the end it’s good more people are 
speaking out. 
	 I really believe Obama’s heart is in the right 
place, and that he fully intends to follow 
through on his campaign promises. I have no 
doubt about that. It’s a matter of a timetable. 
And of course, for us, tomorrow is too late, and 
yesterday is not fast enough.”
	 For Laura, coming out to her family as a Demo-
crat may have been more difficult than coming 
out as a lesbian. 
	 “I grew up in a very conservative family. Ne-
braska is very conservative,” she said. “I was 
raised Catholic. On the gay issue, my family was 
immediately accepting. Every single member of 
my family is supportive, they all love my partner 
and treat her as a member of the family, an in-
law. I came out to various family members in my 
early 30s. I didn’t really come out to myself until 
I was about 30. I knew, but I really didn’t take 
the step and come out until then.”
	 The harder one was explaining her political 
views. “While there are differences of opinion 
in our family, we’re all very accepting of each 
other,” she said. “And we appreciate the differ-
ent perspectives. I grew up white, middle class, 
conservative and Christian. When I came out, 
suddenly I was the other. I think it’s a real gift 
to have that perspective, and it helps me ap-
preciate when people have a different perspec-
tive. It makes me appreciate my family members 
when they have a different perspective..”
	 Laura’s  brother Peter Ricketts was the Re-
publican nominee for the 2006 U.S. Senate seat 
from Nebraska, where he and his family live. He 
ran on a very conservative platform, including 
against gay marriage and abortion, and was 
helped in his unsuccessful bid by George W. Bush 
and Dick Cheney.
	 “When he ran for office, we talked about the 
issues more,” Laura said. “At the time it was 
more of an issue, it was more relevant. We’re on 
opposite sides of some issues. … I don’t know 

about other families, but in our family we’re al-
ways going to have differences of opinion, on 
not just political issues. I don’t know any fam-
ily that doesn’t have that. There’s always that 
underlying relationship and underlying affection 
we have for one another. I can’t see anything 
affecting the overall relationship. When you love 
somebody, your motivation is to really have a 
serious dialogue.”
	 About being raised Catholic, Laura also has 
mixed emotions. “I think that being raised 
Catholic really provided a lot of valuable under-
pinnings, as to who I am, how I live my life. 
I think there’s a lot of beauty and truths that 
I’ve been taught, in how to live, how to conduct 
yourself and walk in the world. To whom much is 
given, much is expected. That comes very much 
from my Catholic upbringing. You can see that 
in my whole family, particularly with regards to 
the Cubs. While it was very hard-won fight to be-
come owners of the Cubs, I think we all greatly 
appreciate the unique position we are in. How 
fortunate we are to really be stewards of this 
amazing and historic franchise. We don’t take 
that lightly at all. To appreciate that, while it’s a 

very privileged position, it’s also a responsibility 
to the fans, the city, the community, and part 
of that is the LGBT community. To appreciate 
this privilege that has been given to us, to make 
something out of it, to give back, to do some-
thing good with it.”
	 Laura’s own interest in sports came at an 
early age. “I like to say I was the best athlete 
in the family,” she said, laughing. “My mother 
would agree with that, but my brothers might 
argue. I was always in some kind of sport, year-
round. Softball, volleyball, basketball, track. All 
year round. Softball was my primary sport. … 
I really loved softball. Growing up in Nebraska, 
the whole family were Cornhusker football fans. 
There aren’t a lot of pro sports there. … So com-
ing to Chicago, it was fabulous, there are so 
many great sports teams, and the Cubs are a big 
part of that.”
	 Laura also says that Title IX, which mandated 
equality for women in sports, was just in time 
for her own athletic interests. “I think you can 
track the year that my Little League division 
started offering softball to girls back to Title IX. 
My brothers had participated in baseball, and 
it’s something I wanted to do as well. Partici-
pating in sports, particularly team sports, I find 
teaches you so much about how to work with 
people, it teaches you teamwork, how to be a 
team member, whether in athletics or at work.”

Buying the Cubs
	 The family’s interest in sports thus made it ap-
pealing when Tom first suggested they purchase 
the Cubs. But where did they get the money for 
the purchase? That traces back to their family’s 
roots.
	 “My parents founded Ameritrade in various it-
erations in the mid 1970s. We were not raised 

with money at all, we were the poorest on the 
block,” Laura said. “My parents scrimped and 
saved and every penny went back into the busi-
ness. We grew up watching them work hard, and 
with that work ethic, putting in the hours. Obvi-
ously, it paid off for them, they are very suc-
cessful, but all the success they really earned. 
Ameritrade didn’t become as big as it did until 
most of us were grown. Ameritrade went public 
when I was in law school. My father really en-
couraged us to really go and find our own ca-
reers and passions, and after age 30 we could 
consider coming back to work for Ameritrade. I 
did think about it briefly, but decided I wanted 
to stay in Chicago.”
	 Ameritrade did eventually bring a lot of wealth 
to their family, “but it’s no longer our family 
business, and hasn’t been for a long time. [But] 
we all grew up with a sense of family working 
together to really build a quality product,” she 
said. 
	 It was Tom’s idea to pursue the Cubs. “He real-
ized the Tribune would likely be wanting to sell, 
and thought this might be a way we could put 
some of that community family wealth together 

and it would be a way to bring the family to-
gether to create some of that family business 
environment for all of us,” Laura said. “It would 
be a project we could all participate in for gen-
erations to come, not just us but our children 
and their children.
	 “I think we all kind of thought it was a bit if 
a dream. We’ve all been Cubs fans for years. Tom 
was really our leader. The Cubs are fortunate to 
have Tom at the helm. He has the personality and 
character that is so well suited to the job and he 
was able to navigate the whole family through 
the process. He’s very smart, patient, he’s very 
strategic, he is very diplomatic, and an incredi-
bly hard worker. At times during the [years-long] 
process various family members wanted to just 
give up, it was so hard, and complicated. Tom 
was right person to help us stay on course and 
weed through the details and ramifications. We 
were all part of the process but the bulk of the 
work fell on Tom’s shoulders.
	 “Because of the nature of the family owner-
ship and because it is a significant investment 
for the family, all of us intend to be a little more 
involved than you might find for the average 
board member of a corporation,” Laura said. “I 
actually am spending a fair amount of my time 
on Cubs business and I could be doing a lot 
more.”
	 When the $900 million purchase of the Cubs 
went through in October 2009, the Ricketts fam-
ily outlined three primary goals they had for the 
franchise. First, they want to “build a winning 
organization both on the field and off. That 
means being competitive every year and bring-
ing a World Series championship to the city,” 
Laura said.

CUBS from cover

From the October 2009 press conference announcing that the Ricketts family purchase of the 
Cubs franchise had gone through. Photo of (from left) Pete, Tom, Laura and Todd Ricketts cour-
tesy of the Chicago Cubs Baseball Club, LLC/Stephen Green

Turn to page 19
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by Ross Forman

Laura Ricketts is the first openly gay owner of 
a major league men’s sports team, but Chicago 
Cubs’ history also includes a gay man who was 
part owner of a minor league Cubs affiliate.
	 Rich Eychaner (brother of Chicago gay philan-
thropist, Democratic Party donor and business 
owner Fred Eychaner) was asked to invest in an 
Iowa-based minor league affiliate of the Cubs 
in late-1981. And Eychaner told Ken Grandquist, 
who was looking to purchase the team, that, 
yes, he would invest, but with a clause.
	 Eychaner told Grandquist: “I don’t invest in 
places that I’m not involved in from a manage-
ment standpoint. At least on the Board of Direc-
tors.’
	 Grandquist considered Eychaner’s stipulation 
for about six weeks and then, in early-1982, 
called to welcome Eychaner -- and his money 
-- to the minor league team.
	 Eychaner was a Vice President for the Cubs’ 
AAA affiliate, which is the highest-rung in minor 
league baseball, truly one step from the majors.
	 Eychaner spent four seasons with the team, 
which he was largely responsible for re-naming 
the Iowa Cubs from the Iowa Oaks, and also 
changing the team’s uniforms to match the Chi-
cago Cubs. He also was a TV color commentator 
for the team’s Iowa Cable Network broadcasts. 
And, he helped the team sell all of its box seats 
for the 1982 season, which was a team first.
	 “In 1981, I was looking for something that 
would help tie me into the community,” Eychan-
er said. “The baseball team seemed like a logical 
fit.”
	 Eychaner was one of four primary team own-
ers, and he was the third-largest investor of the 
four. “The club took off and did well,” he said.
	 “My four years with the team was a lot of 
fun.”
	 Eychaner, now 61, was an openly gay, high-
ranking team executive -- and he did not endure 
any hardships over his sexuality.
	 “Obviously there were no openly gay play-
ers,” during his tenure with the Iowa Cubs, “but 
someday we’ll have an openly gay player,” said 
Eychaner, who is originally from DeKalb, Ill.
	 The Iowa Cubs then featured several players 
who eventually played in the major leagues, 
such as Scott Fletcher, Mel Hall, Pat Tabler, Craig 
Lefferts and Dan Rohn.
	 Eychaner did not have a partner during his 
baseball run. Today, he said he is, “dating.”
	 “The players [on the Iowa teams] seemed 
comfortable being around [gay people], just as 
with straight people,” he said.
	 Ironically, the Chicago Cubs are now splashed 
into the LGBT spotlight as lesbian Laura Ricketts 
is part of the new ownership group.
	 “I was excited” to hear about Laura, Eychaner 

said. “In a lot of respects, I had hoped there 
would be open LGBT involvement with profes-
sional sports long before now. It’s one of those 
things that should have happened 20- or 30-
years ago. But I’m pleased it’s finally happened. 
I’m pleased she’s open. From what I can tell and 
what I’ve read, it really hasn’t made much of an 
impact, which is the way it should be.
	 “Still, she is a ground-breaking person.
	 “And, [thanks to Ricketts], it would not sur-
prise me if, three- or four-years from now, there 
are several more out/open LGBT people who 
have ownership interest or significant roles on 
major professional teams.”
	 Eychaner, who lives in Des Moines, now runs 
Eychaner Properties, Inc., a real estate compa-
ny.
	 What about an open, active major league 
player?
	 “Just the fact that she’s there, in such a high-
profile job, will make a difference,” if an active 
player wanted to come out, Eychaner said.
	 Eychaner graduated from DeKalb Senior High 
School in 1966, and then moved on to Illinois 
Wesleyan University. He ultimately received his 
degree Magna Cum Laude from The American 
University in 1972.
	 After a brief stint as a seminary student at St. 
Paul School of Theology, he moved to Iowa to 
open an Allied Van Lines.
	 “I thought I was moving to Des Moines for a 
month or two [in 1975], just to open a branch 

[office] for my father. As it turned out, it just 
made more sense to run Iowa and go my own 
direction,” he said. “After three years [in Iowa], 
the stress of trying to build a business from 
scratch, and being in the closet, was so great.  
It became clear to me that I had to come out 
and that I needed to be active in gay rights is-
sues, mostly because no one else was speaking 
up for gay people in Iowa in any substantial 
way. I also felt I needed to be out for my own 
mental and emotional health.
	 “I knew that people may not hire me, or my 

company, or quit working for me, because I was 
gay. But I couldn’t survive in the closet.”
	 He came out in November, 1978.
	 “I did lose some employees and I did have cus-
tomers who would no longer use my company,” 
he said. “But I was out, proud and prominent in 
the community, sort of a de-facto spokesman for 
the city.”

Baseball history includes gay owner of 
minor league Cubs franchise

The name Eychaner is well known in Illinois 
and Iowa for a variety of reasons. As the story 
in this issue reports, Rich Eychaner has been a 
gay activist and businessman in Iowa for many 
years, but his roots are in DeKalb., Ill., where 
he is from. His parents were Howard and Mil-
dred Eychaner, and his brother is Fred Eychan-
er, a large donor to the Democratic Party in 
Illinois and nationally. Fred is also well known 
as a large donor to LGBT and AIDS groups, both 
individually and through his Alphawood Foun-
dation.
	 This week as part of our Windy City Times 
year-long celebration of our 25 years in busi-
ness, we fondly remember Howard and Mildred 
Eychaner, who obviously raised Rich and Fred 
well (they had two gay and two straight chil-
dren). Howard and Mildred were amazing and 

passionate parents who were part of the early 
work of Parents and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays (PFLAG) in Illinois. I remember covering 
them in Springfield, lobbying for the state gay-
rights bill in the 1980s. They were incredible 
supporters of gay rights, and when they passed 
away several years ago, many in the commu-
nity remembered their important contributions 
to the movement.
	 It has been said that the community will 
not succeed without the help and support of 
our allies. The Eychaner family has had both: 
openly gay men who have made an impact, and 
their parents, who were equally important to 
the movement for gay rights.

-- Tracy Baim

The Eychaners’ role in Illinois

April 9, 1987 Windy City Times article and photo by Tracy Baim. In the photo are activists 
pushing for Illinois gay rights, including Howard and Mildred Eychaner of PFLAG.

Rich Eychaner in his minor league days.

Want more about Rich 
Eychaner? Here goes:
-	 Was a founding chairman for the Gay Co-
alition of Iowa.
-	 Was a co-founder for the First Iowa Caucus 
Project, advocating gay rights in presiden-
tial campaigns.
-	 Was a Board Member for the Iowa Civil 
Liberties Union.
-	 Was a Republican candidate for Congress 
in Iowa’s 4th District, and was Iowa’s first 
openly gay candidate and second openly 
gay Republican candidate for Federal office 
in the U.S.
-	 Was the founder/president for KKDM radio 
station
-	 A member of the Governor’s Equal Oppor-
tunity for Employment Task Force.
-	 President and founder for Iowa’s Matthew 
Shepard Scholarship Program for LGBT stu-
dents in Iowa.
-	 Co-founder for GLBT Youth in Iowa Schools 
Task Force.
-	 Co-founder Iowa Pride Network.
-	 Board Member of Des Moines Gay Men’s 
Chorus
-	 President of Iowa Civil Rights Commis-
sion.
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Quigley 
presents
SAGE grant 
By John Fenoglio

The historian Arnold Toynbee once said, “A soci-
ety’s quality and durability can best be measured 
by the respect and care given its elderly citi-
zens.” That sentiment was, in part, the object of 
celebration at the Center on Halsted on Feb. 15 
because Services and Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender Elders (SAGE) received 
$475,000, the second largest federal grant in 
history for an LGBT seniors’ program.
	 Congressman Mike Quigley, who spearheaded 
the request for federal monies for SAGE, attended 
Monday’s announcement at the Center. He noted 
that Illinois’ budget crisis is having a direct ef-
fect on organizations that rely on state funding, 
saying, “We have to make up for it, to the extent 
possible, at the federal level until our economy 
recovers. And, for a very vulnerable community, 
this grant is very important, particularly at this 
time. Services and Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender Elders at the Center on 
Halsted addresses the unique challenges of LGBT 
seniors. This program is vitally important. I’m 
proud to be able to provide support for critical 
community programs like SAGE.”

	 Serena Worthington, the center’s senior di-
rector of public programs, said that within the 
greater LGBT community, seniors are unique “in 
that they are more often isolated” especially 
within assisted living facilities. The SAGE pro-
gram, she said, improves the quality of life for 
LGBT seniors.
	 “LGBT seniors are often forced back in the 
closet when they seek housing and healthcare. 
So our program—SAGE at Center on Halsted—
is designed to provide access and information 
around benefits and referrals, but also to provide 
a safe and affirming environment for LGBT se-
niors to be themselves. We provide a safe place 
for them to come out [of the closet], to explore 
gender identity change, and to feel a sense of 
community. That’s needed because, without a 
support system like ours, seniors are more likely 
to face depression and, overall, poor health out-
comes,” Worthington explained.
	 As reported earlier by Windy City Times, the 
grant will be used for programs to train senior 
service care providers on how to be more cul-
turally aware and sensitive to the unique chal-
lenges and circumstances faced by LGBT seniors. 
Worthington said that other “special programs” 
include research on cognitive loss in adults with 
HIV; adaptive computer equipment for seniors, 
and an HIV-prevention film for individuals over 
50.
	 Gloria Allen, 64, also attended the event. She 
said she was pleased by the news of the day 
because, as she puts it, “I’m older—not that 

old—and I could use some help with my living 
situation.”
	 Allen identifies herself as a gay woman. Un-
like most gay women, however, Gloria used to be 
a man. She is a post-op transgender individual 
and she explained that, as she’s gotten older, 
prejudices still run deep, especially within her 
low income, senior citizens’ building.
	 “I know many people don’t understand me; 
that they think I’m not living the right life. I 
hear it. I see it in their eyes when they look 
at me. But, I’m not a bad person; I human just 
like everybody else. But, that’s why I come here. 
Folks are good to me here. I’m hoping they [COH] 
can help me find a better living situation,” she 
said.

Alleged Red
Line attackers
request trial
BY SAMUEL WORLEY
	
Three men who were arrested in January for al-
legedly attacking a gay man on a northbound 
Red Line train requested a jury trial in their first 
court appearance last week. They were expected 
to appear back in court Tuesday, Feb. 23. All 
three have been charged with battery, a Class A 
misdemeanor.
	 The defendants in the case are Kevin McAn-
drews, 23; Sean Little, 22; and Benjamin Eder, 
24. The three men, who live in Evanston, are 
alleged to have attacked Daniel Hauff, 33, after 
Hauff attempted to intervene in an argument 
taking place on the train. In an interview last 
month with Windy City Times, Hauff claimed 
that the three men beat him and shouted anti-
gay slurs until all parties disembarked at the Ar-
gyle stop. 
	 The men were arrested at Argyle. Hauff said 
that the arresting officers told him they consid-
ered the case a hate crime.
	 Andy Conklin, a spokesperson for the Cook 
County State’s Attorney, said that his office was 
reviewing the case to determine whether hate-
crimes charges should be added, but would not 
speculate on when or if that decision would be 
made. 
	 Under Illinois criminal code, hate crimes, in-
cluding those based on sexual orientation, are a 
Class 4 felony. Hate can be considered an aggra-
vating factor in sentencing and, according to Il-
linois law, “accorded weight in favor of imposing 
a term of imprisonment or may be considered 
by the court as reason to impose a more severe 
sentence.” 

8 Feb. 24, 2010

Friday, March 5
7:30 p.m.

Nancy Stohlman
Searching for Suzi

Sunday, March 7
4:30 p.m.

Neena B. Schultz
A Lab of My Own

5233 N. Clark
(773) 769-9299

wcfbooks@aol.com
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com 

Parking Available
Wheelchair Accessible 

	 More than 300 people attended Lambda Legal’s 9th annual Freedom to Marry Reception 
Feb. 18 at the National Museum of Mexican Art. The museum has hosted the event for three 
consecutive years. The staged wedding ceremony is Lambda Legal’s Midwest Regional Of-
fice’s largest outreach event of the year. Misty De Berry opened the program by describing 
the venue as “the LGBT-friendliest” museum. A message that was repeated by Jorge Val-
divia, director of performing arts at the NMMA, who welcomed attendees on behalf of the 
museum’s president, Carlos Tortolero, who was absent. 
 	 Megan Carney and Holly Hughes presented a 30-minute version of Let Them Eat Cake; per-
formed by an ensemble cast of actors uniquely placed in the audience. The play produced by 
About Face Theatre was created by Carney and Hughes. They recently received sponsorship 
from the University of Michigan to tour the play outside of Chicago. 
 	 Jim Bennett, regional director at Lambda Legal, gave a brief update on gay marriage by 
denouncing the term itself: “In our mind it is [just] marriage.” Currently only five states 
allow same-sex couples to marry, while others grant some protections. For more informa-
tion on Lambda Legal, visit www.LambdaLegal.org. Photos and text by Emmanuel Garcia; 
see more online at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

The marrying kind

From left: Jay Very, Modesto “Tico” Valle, Congressman Mike Quigley, Serena Worthington and 
Vernita Gray. Photo by Hal Baim
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	 “A persistent myth tells us that too 
much closeness with our sons can make them 
gay or feminine. In fact, most boys turn out to 
be heterosexual, no matter how their mothers 
raise them. What boys need is their parents’ full 
acceptance, whether they are gay or straight.” 
— From “Mothers and Sons: How Close is Too 
Close?,” a Nov. 12, 2009, column by Peggy Drex-
ler on The Huffington Post. 

	 “To suggest to same-sex couples and 
their families that a domestic partnership 
registry somehow resembles marriage is prepos-
terous. The domestic partnership law in Cleve-
land and the state constitutional amendment 
barring same-sex couples from marriage are not 
in conflict with each other.” — Christopher Clark, 
senior staff attorney in Lambda Legal’s Midwest 
Regional Office, commenting in a Feb. 17 Lambda 
Legal press release about a 
Alliance Defense Fund law-
suit. The fund, a conserva-
tive legal group, filed a law-
suit arguing that Cleveland, 
Ohio’s, domestic-partnership 
registry violates the state’s 
constitutional amendment 
banning marriage equality. 

	 “In resounding votes 
today, New Hampshire 
lawmakers sent a clear 
signal of their continued 
support for the freedom to marry, rejecting at-
tempts to strip marriage away from commit-
ted couples who happen to be gay.  The New 
Hampshire votes followed a similar stand by 
legislators in Iowa last week.  Iowa and New 
Hampshire’s refusal to take the freedom to marry 
away underscored the lesson learned in Massa-
chusetts, Vermont, and Connecticut: including 
same-sex committed couples in marriage helps 
families and harms no one.” — Part of a Feb. 17 
statement by Evan Wolfson, executive director of 
Freedom to Marry following the New Hampshire 
House of Representatives votes rejecting HR1590-
FN, a bill that would repeal the freedom to marry, 
and CACR 28, a resolution seeking to amend the 
state constitution to restrict marriage.

	 “by the way, when it coMes to queen 
latifah, it’s not ‘don’t ask, don’t tell.’ It’s ‘don’t 
ask, it’s obvious.’” — Comedian/author Lisa Lam-
panelli, in the Dec. 2009/Jan. 2010 issue of OUT 
magazine.

	 “I love Renée dearly, but it’s hard to beat 
Matthew!” — A Single Man star Colin Firth on 
which co-star he enjoyed kissing more, Renée Zell-
weger or Matthew Goode, in the Jan. 4 issue of US 
Magazine.

	 “kicks guys out of bed for not wearing 
a condom/Kicks a guy out of bed for wearing 
a condom” — One of the differences between 
“gay” and “gay douchebag,” as cited by Details 
magazine, December 2009.

	 “HAS TO REMIND HIMSELF to stay away from 
the hot young boy at the office/Has to remind 
himself to stay at least 50 yards away from the 
hot young boy at the office” — One of the dif-
ferences between “gay” and “gay douchebag,” as 
cited by Details magazine, December 2009.

	 “I’d always choose someone younger. I 
wanted to smother them with love. I’d take them 
around the world, try to educate them. One af-
ter another they got a Cartier watch, a Versace 
outfit, maybe a sports car. They didn’t have jobs. 
They were reliant on me. I did this repeatedly. 
In six months they were bored and hated my 
guts because I’d taken their lives and self-worth 
away. I hadn’t intended to.” — Elton John on 
early mistakes in love, in the Feb. 18 issue of 
Parade magazine.

	 “i think jesus was a compassionate, su-
per-intelligent gay man who understood human 
problems. On the cross, he forgave the people 
who crucified him. Jesus wanted us to be loving 
and forgiving. I don’t know what makes people 
so cruel. Try being a gay woman in the Middle 
East— you’re as good as dead.” — Elton John 
on religion, in the Feb. 18 issue of Parade maga-
zine.

	 “I was attracted to David immediately. 
He was very well dressed, very shy. The next 
night we had dinner. After it, we consummated 
our relationship. We fell in love very quickly.” 
— Elton John on meeting his longtime partner 
David Furnish, in the Feb. 18 issue of Parade 
magazine.

	 “Every Saturday for 16 years, we’ve 
sent each other a card, no matter where we 
are in the world, to say how much we love each 
other. We’ve never been jealous. We talk about 
the sexual side of things, things that normally 
would have frightened me before.” — Elton John 
on keeping the love alive, in the Feb. 18 issue of 
Parade magazine.

	 “You’re not watching TV, honey. It’s a live 
show.” — Adam Lambert, asking a member of the 
audience to get off her cell phone, as quoted on 
People.com.
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You’re not
watching TV,
honey. It’s
a live show.

—Adam Lambert

Sober space
loses appeal
BY SAMUEL WORLEY
	
Windy City Times has learned that Living with 
Pride, the sober living space for LGBT people 
that was the subject of a contentious zoning 
hearing last September, lost its appeal to remain 
in its current spot at 2543 W. Cullom. 
	 A spokesperson for the city’s zoning board of 
appeals confirmed that the board had denied the 
appeal by Living with Pride. In the September 
hearing, representatives of the house argued 
against Zoning Commissioner Patricia Scudiero’s 
decision that the house needed to be re-zoned 
to stay in the same location. Some of its neigh-
bors, as well as 47th Ward Alderman Eugene 
Schulter, had said that they would oppose such 
a move to re-zone. 
	 Though the executive director and founder of 
Living with Pride, Dr. Claudia Mosier, declined 
to comment for this article, court records show 
that Living with Pride has filed an appeal for 
administrative review of the board’s decision in 
the Cook County Circuit Court.
	 Pending the appeal, Living with Pride remains 
at its current location in the North Center neigh-
borhood. On March 1, Mosier and residents will 
observe the first anniversary of the opening of 
the house.

Annual Darrow
event March 13
CHICAGO—A group led by attorneys, labor lead-
ers and social-justice advocates that has gath-
ered annually for more than 50 years to honor 
the memory of attorney Clarence Darrow will 
meet at the Darrow Bridge in Jackson Park Sat-
urday, March 13, at 10 a.m. for its traditional 
wreath-tossing into the Jackson Park Lagoon. 
Darrow’s ashes were strewn in the Lagoon after 
his death March 13, 1938 in Chicago.  
	 The annual event is convened by the Clarence 
Darrow Commemorative Committee. This year’s 
program will feature a special tribute to the late 
Leon “Len” Depress, who co-founded the com-
mittee in 1958 and remained a leader of the 
group. Despres (1908-2009) attended last year’s 
event, one of his last public appearances. More 
than 100 Darrow devotees, civil libertarians, and 
First Amendment buffs are expected to attend 
the outdoor wreath-throwing ceremonies behind 
the Museum of Science and Industry and indoor 
symposium that follows in the Columbian Room 
of the adjacent Museum of Science & Industry. 
	 This year’s symposium will feature a perfor-
mance by Gary L. Anderson, a renowned and 
lauded portrayer of Darrow. Anderson tours year-
round as America’s only full-time Darrow por-
trayer. This performance, “Search for Justice,” 
portrays Darrow as legal warrior, engaging the 
justice system in a presentation that trembles 
with inescapable timeliness. Anderson is the 
CEO of The Clarence Darrow Foundation. See 
www.clarencedarrowfoundation.org.
	 Judy Besser, great granddaugher of Clarence 
Darrow, will read a letter from Darrow to Judy’s 
grandmother, in 1929. This letter illustrates Dar-
row’s great wit and sense of humor little known 
by the general public.
	 Loyola Law Professor Anita Weinberg—daugh-

ter of Arthur and Lila Weinberg, authors of 
three books on Darrow and founders of the an-
nual Darrow event—will preside over the indoor 
program. Tracy Baim—publisher of Windy City 
Times and daughter of Joy Darrow—will preside 
at the bridge.
	 Darrow, characterized as the “attorney for the 
damned,” who was born in 1857 in Farmdale, 
Ohio, practiced in Chicago and represented the 
underdog and vigorously opposed capital pun-
ishment. None of his many clients was sentenced 
to death. 
	 Darrow’s death was memorialized throughout 
the world. His ashes and, later, the ashes of his 
wife Ruby and his son Paul, were scattered from 
the Darrow Bridge, which was dedicated to his 
memory by the Chicago Park District in 1957.

Morten on
Advocate list	
	 Chicago lesbian Mary Morten was among those 
featured in a March 2010 Advocate magazine 
piece entitled “The Coolest Jobs.”
	 Morten, 49, is listed as a consultant and 
filmmaker. She established her consulting firm, 
Morten Group, almost a decade ago after serv-
ing as Mayor Richard M. Daley’s LGBT liaison. 
Subsequently, she was director of the Office of 
Violence Prevention for the Chicago Department 
of Public Health. In addition, Morten has made 
films and videos for different clients, and is cur-
rently making Woke Up Black, a documentary 
that focuses on five Black Chicago youths.
	 Others mentioned in the Advocate article in-
clude fashion designer Andrew Christian; restau-
rant/chef Susan Feniger; mayor Evan Low; cir-
cus artist Eros Biox; executive assistant Jazmin 
Sutherlin; and sex-shop owners Rachel Venning 
and Claire Cavanah.

Affinity hosting
Black history event
	 Affinity Community Services—a non-profit or-
ganization that serves Chicago’s Black lesbian 
and bisexual women’s community—will hold a 
Black history event at its office, located at 5650 
S. Woodlawn, 2-3:30 p.m, on Saturday, Feb. 27.
	 Speakers include University of Illinois at Chi-
cago professor/historian John D’Emilio, who will 
talk about the importance of documenting his-
tory. Also, Bergis Jules from the Black Metropo-
lis Research Consortium will discuss the group’s 
effort to survey Chicago Black history archives.
	 See “Queer Black History Event” on Facebook.

Artemis Singers
March 4
	 Local lesbian feminist choral group Artemis 
Singers will present a free concert at 7 p.m., 
Thursday, March 4, at Sulzer Public Library, 4455 
N. Lincoln.
	 “Artemis Singers:  Winter Concert” will include 
old favorites plus new selections being devel-
oped for the upcoming Sister Singers Network 
10th National Women’s Choral Festival, to be 
held June 30-July 4 at Loyola University Chi-
cago, Lakeshore campus, Mundelein Hall.
	 See www.artemissingers.org, e-mail info@ar-
temissingers.org or call 773-764-4465. The Ar-
temis Singers also are on Facebook.
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HIV services face
foreclosure: Will
Illinois leaders
rescue them?
Illinois AIDS advocates had difficult conversa-
tions with lawmakers in Springfield this week. 
	 Unless immediate actions are taken to remedy 
the state’s spiraling budget crisis, vital HIV/
AIDS services—along with the state’s educa-
tional, healthcare and human-service systems 
assisting millions of vulnerable children, fami-
lies, disabled, elderly and chronically ill individ-
uals—will be put in serious jeopardy.
	 The welfare of millions of Illinoisans is liter-
ally on the line, requiring unprecedented state 
leadership. Will lawmakers step up and fight for 
the people of Illinois?
	 Led by the AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC), 
participants of a new statewide advocacy initia-
tive called the Illinois Alliance for Sound AIDS 
Policy (Illinois ASAP, for short) shared their in-
dividual stories with lawmakers to underscore 
the need for sustained and expanded state as-
sistance for the fight against HIV/AIDS, which 
remains an ongoing crisis impacting more than 
44,000 Illinoisans directly and tens of thousands 
more who are at high risk of HIV infection.
	 For example, one downstate advocate told law-

makers he will have to close his business and 
go on disability if he cannot receive assistance 
obtaining the HIV medications that keep him 
healthy enough to continue working. Another 
advocate shared how substance-abuse treat-
ment services helped him and other HIV-positive 
people suffering from addiction to rebuild their 
lives. Nearly everyone spoke of the need for 
science-based HIV prevention to curb escalat-
ing rates of HIV in all communities, particularly 
among gay and bisexual men and within com-
munities of color. 
	 Lawmakers need to hear from you that HIV/
AIDS and other essential services are worth 
saving. Please sign AFC’s budget call-to-action 
posted at www.aidschicago.org/oab, which 
urges lawmakers, as part of needed budgetary 
reforms, to invest an additional $18 million to 
save HIV services. Urge your family members, 
friends, and co-workers to call on state lawmak-
ers to approve sustainable and humane budget 
solutions needed to save HIV services. Consider 
joining us for the 2010 HIV/AIDS Lobby Days 
being held in Springfield March 16-17. 
	 Illinois has the second worst state budget 
crisis, after California. Maintaining state opera-
tions and services costs approximately $26 bil-
lion per year. Next fiscal year, which begins in 
July, the state is projected to raise just $13 bil-
lion in revenue, leaving a colossal budget deficit 
to resolve. 
	 The culprit of the state’s budget woes isn’t 
waste. The state budget was cut by $2 billion 
last year. Over the past decade, state spending 
grew just 5.4 percent, adjusted for inflation, far 
lower than the 25-percent growth in consumer 
prices over the same period. It’s not bloated 
state staffing, either. If all state workers were 
laid off, it would save just $4 billion, and Il-
linois has the lowest ratio of state workers to 

citizens in the nation. 
	 State funding cuts have already had a disas-
trous impact on HIV prevention programs in 
Chicago, the epicenter of the AIDS epidemic in 
Illinois and the Midwest. In Chicago this year, 
15,000 people at high risk of HIV will not receive 
HIV prevention services because of a $795,000 
reduction in state funding. 
	 The impact is clear. More people will be in-
fected with HIV, and they will need HIV care and 
treatment from programs that can barely meet 
current demand. 
	 In fact, the state’s budget collapse is a direct 
result of the national economic collapse, wors-
ened by a state revenue system that was de-
signed for the 1950s, not the 21st century. This 
is why AFC and a broad coalition of agencies 
support fundamental revenue reform that will 
modernize the state budget and meet the needs 
of the state’s most vulnerable citizens. 
	 In 2009, the Illinois Senate passed responsible 
and balanced legislation that would increase 
revenue from income taxes, while protecting 
low-income families, and tax luxury services 
like limo rides or chartered airplanes. The Illi-
nois House has not acted on the legislation. The 
Illinois House must immediately raise revenue 
to prevent the rug from being pulled out from 
under hardworking families and individuals when 
they need state-funded services the most. 
	 Fundamental revenue reform is a tall order for 
lawmakers in an election year, but there is no 
other solution to this crisis. We will work tire-
lessly to urge state lawmakers to muster the 
courage to do what is needed to safeguard des-
perately needed health and human services for 
vulnerable Illinoisans. 
	 Mark Ishaug is president/CEO of the AIDS 
Foundation of Chicago.
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“Windy City Media Group generated 
enormous interest among their readers 

in this year’s LGBT Consumer Index 
Survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.” —David Marshall, Research 
Director, Community Marketing, Inc.

VIEWPOINTS

Looking at the
V-Day protest
My mother, who was a very wise woman, once 
told me, “You’ll catch a lot more flies with honey 
than with vinegar.” Her words rang in my ears 
as I participated in the Valentine’s Day protest 
at Chicago’s Holy Name Cathedral, an event or-
ganized by the Gay Liberation Network. The op-
portunity to publicly voice my dismay at the Ro-
man Catholic Church’s attitude toward my son’s 
sexual orientation spurred me to take part and 
to encourage other members of the Woodstock/
McHenry County PFLAG chapter and the Equal-
ity Club at McHenry County College to join the 
protest. However, the tenor of the demonstra-
tion caused all of us much discomfort and even 
embarrassment. 
	 Two very different styles of protest were clearly 
visible. The first was an “in-your-face,” confron-
tational approach, shouting at people entering 
the cathedral for worship. This vinegar will sour 
the very people whose hearts we are trying to 
change. 
	 The alternate approach minced no words in 
calling the hierarchy to task for its role in pro-
moting bigotry and homophobia, but it did so 
in a way that, hopefully, will cause reasonable 
people to question the Roman Catholic Church’s 
position on homosexuality. We stood quietly, 
facing the street, holding signs reading “Celi-
bacy is ‘disordered,’ not our gay kids”; “Oppres-
sion of gays is a mortal sin”; “Our Church is the 
#1 oppressor of our gay children and families”; 
and “My son is not intrinsically disordered.”
	 Attack the institution, not the people. Use 

honey, not vinegar. We need those parishioners 
of Holy Name to vote with their pocketbooks, 
but first we have to educate them and win them 
over. 
	 Good advice, Mom. Thanks!
	 Toni Weaver leads the Woodstock/McHen-
ry County chapter of PFLAG, serves on the 
Northern Illinois PFLAG Council, and is one 
of the faculty advisers of the Equality Club at 

McHenry County College. An ardent supporter 
of gay rights, she was involved with the 2006 
Gay Games in Crystal Lake and loves to march 
with PFLAG in both the Chicago Pride Parade 
and in the 4th of July Parade in Crystal Lake. 
She has a Masters Degree in Theology from 
Marquette University. She and her spouse of 
40 years reside in McHenry and have three 
grown sons. 

MARK
ISHAUG
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Letter
Meth madness

To the editor:

We are writing to counter the recurring and 
disturbing community discussion of crystal-
meth use by gay men in Chicago.
	 The unfortunate and inaccurate message that 
“Meth = Death” characterizes this discussion.
	 Fact: Approximately 90 percent to 95 percent 
of gay men in Chicago don’t use crystal meth-
amphetamine. 
	 Fact: Health Department research indicates 
that crystal use has decreased. Among hun-
dreds of men surveyed, 4 percent said they 
recently used it (as compared to 10 percent of 
those surveyed five years ago).
	 Fact: National and local data indicate that 
only a minority of people who try a drug, in-
cluding potent drugs like methamphetamine, 
go on to become regular users and/or depen-
dent.
	 Fact: Of the small (but important nonethe-
less) percentage of Chicago gay men who are 
addicted to crystal, and are experiencing health 
and financial crises, relationship problems, and 
legal difficulties, most of them won’t die. 
	 Meth does not equal death.
	 Should we continue to challenge the allure 
of substances and behaviors that keep us as a 
community from being our best? Yes. Should 
we promote messaging that seeks to promote 
health and wellness? Yes. Can we have com-

munity dialogue and get each others‚ attention 
without over sensationalizing? We can and we 
must. 
	 Why not emphasize our community’s courage 
and resilience in spending the past five years 
tackling this issue and our accomplishments in 
reducing use?
	 Misleading and deceptive communications 
on such an important matter do not serve our 
collective physical, mental, spiritual or sexual 
health needs. They don’t enlighten. Telling the 
truth is essential, involves nuance, and our 
community deserves no less.
	 For those who use the drug problematically, 
treatment is available and recovery is possible. 
Chicago has a wealth of resources to help gay 
men addicted to crystal, including programs at 
Howard Brown Health Center, Haymarket Center 
and Valeo at Lakeshore Hospital. Additionally, 
there are groups like Crystal Meth Anonymous 
and Alcoholics Anonymous that offer impor-
tant support to people who want to get and 
stay sober.
	 Crystal meth is an issue of concern for those 
who use the drug, for those who love them, 
and for the community which is their home. 
Chicago remains committed to helping these 
people receive the support they need to mini-
mize harms, reduce use or quit altogether.

Signed,
Project CRYSP (Crystal Prevention)
projectcrysp@gmail.com
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Measure
for Measure
BY SCOTT C. MORGAN
	
Opera is an expensive enterprise. And in these 
treacherous economic times, producing opera for 
many local companies has become an exercise in 
finding economical ways to make it work. 
	 Two suburban companies have had to scale 
back out of economic necessity. For the past few 
years, Elgin Opera has been doing mostly high-
lights concerts instead of staging full-fledged 
productions. And DuPage Opera Theatre’s recent 
production of Puccini’s Turandot was done as a 
concert staging sans elaborate sets.
	 Even the mighty Lyric Opera of Chicago has had 
to make changes for next season. The company 
is still presenting its usual number of eight op-
eras: Verdi’s Macbeth, Bizet’s Carmen, Britten’s 
A Midsummer’s Night Dream, Verdi’s A Masked 
Ball, Gilbert & Sullivan’s The Mikado, Puccini’s 
Girl of the Golden West, Wagner’s Lohengrin and 
Handel’s Hercules. But the Lyric has cut back the 
number of overall performances from 77 to 68.
	 Chicago Opera Theater is similarly scaling back 
in the number of performances for its upcom-
ing spring repertory season of Rossini’s Moses in 
Egypt (April 17-25), Cavalli’s Jason (April 24-May 
2) and the Chicago premiere of Three Decembers 
(May 8-16) by out composer Jake Heggie based 
upon a work by out playwright Terrence McNally 
(Three Decembers is also supposedly the final 
Chicago opera appearances by the legendary 

mezzo-soprano Frederica von Stade). Instead of 
five performances of each opera, there are only 
four.
	 But out of economic necessity, creativity can 
also be spurred. The scrappy new company Chi-
cago Opera Vanguard has increasingly made a 
name around town by producing local premieres 
of adventurous (and small-scale) works like Mark 
Anthony Turnage’s Greek and Ricky Ian Gordon’s 
Orpheus and Eurdice. 
	 After presenting the Chicago premiere of Andy 
Vores’ No Exit (based upon the Jean Paul Sartre 
play), Chicago Opera Vanguard continues its first 
official season of “off-Loop opera” with a stag-
ing of Schubert’s classic song cycle Winterreise 
March 3-21 in the Fasseas White Box Theatre of 
the Menomonee Club Drucker Center, 1535 N. 
Dayton.
	 Winterreise has been famously staged before in 
2002 by choreographer Trisha Brown with hunky 
British baritone Simon Keenlyside. But her pro-
duction never made it to Chicago, so we’ll gladly 
take one by director/producer Eric Reda.
	 Winterreise is typically presented in a concert 
setting, so it should be interesting to see how 
Reda dramatizes it with baritone Brad Jungwirth, 
music director Myron Silberstein and a company 
possibly of dancers or actors featuring Brian 
Barber, Sophie Gatins and Jessica Sheffield. 
	 Hopefully, Chicago Opera Vanguard’s Winter-
reise will attract more traditional classical au-
diences to join with their new music fans. For 
more information, visit www.chicagovanguard.
org.
	 For its 2009-10 season, Chamber Opera Chi-
cago has also scaled back a bit by reducing its 

number of productions down to three. Following 
a Christmastime revival of Menotti’s Amhal and 
the Night Visitors and preceding the Cuban zara-
zuela Maria La O in June, Chamber Opera Chicago 
makes news by presenting the Chicago premiere 
of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: The New 
Musical.
	

More than just a retelling of the classic novel, 
this Pride and Prejudice musical by Lindsay War-
ren Baker and Amanda Jacobs also focuses on 
Austen as a character who wields her creative 
force throughout by composing the novel.
	 Pride and Prejudice plays the Athenaeum The-
atre, 2936 N. Southport, at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 27 
and March 6, and at 3 p.m. March 7. For more 
information, visit www.chamberoperachicago.
org.
	
More operatic offerings
	 The coming weeks also feature some notable 
classical vocal concerts that should be of inter-
est to baroque and new music fans.
	 Music of the Baroque shines a spotlight on 
Handel and his creative relationship with Great 

Britain’s royal family with the concert Handel 
and the Royals. Music director Jane Glover con-
ducts big choral pieces like the Funeral Anthem 
for Queen Caroline, the Ode for the Birthday of 
Queen Anne and the Anthem for the Wedding of 
Prince Frederick and Princess Augusta of Saxe-
Coburg. 
	 Baroque music enthusiasts and British history 
buffs won’t want to miss Handel and the Royals, 
which will be performed at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 28, at Evanston’s First United Methodist 
Church, 516 Church, and also in Chicago at 7:30 
p.m. Monday, March 1, at the Harris Theater for 
Music and Dance, 205 E. Randolph. For tickets 
and more information, visit www.baroque.org.
	 The hip and youthful Grammy Award-winning 
ensemble Eighth Blackbird teams up with famed 
music theater performer Rinde Eckert and com-
poser/performer Steve Mackey for the concert-
length theater work Slide.
	 Focusing on a psychologist (played by Eck-
ert) who attempts to explain an experiment on 
people’s reactions to in-focus and out-of-focus 
slides, Slide aims to become a metaphor for to-
day’s media-saturated world and its hold on the 
American psyche.
	 The multimedia-saturated show plays locally 
only at 7:30 p.m. Wed., March 24, at the Harris 
Theater for Music and Dance. For more informa-
tion on Slide, visit www.harristheaterchicago.
org or www.eighthblackbird.com.  
	 Please send along theater news and other 
tidbits to scottishplayscott@yahoo.com and 
to Andrew@windycitymediagroup.com.
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THEATER REVIEW

Mrs. Caliban
Playwright: adapted by Frances
Limoncelli from the novella by Rachel Ingalls
At: Lifeline Theatre, 6912 N. Glenwood
Phone: 773-761-4477; $30
Runs through: March 28

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE

Rachel Ingalls wrote her novella in 1983, but 
its universe invokes the Feminine Mystique era, 
when the duties of an affluent California house-
wife like our Dorothy were focused almost exclu-
sively on keeping her all-white house spotless, 
ignoring her husband’s frequent absences, and 
brooding over her own unworthiness at fulfilling 
these domestic tasks. Add in the self-accusatory 
pressures arising from her two children dying 
untimely, and who can blame our heroine for 
conjuring herself a fantasy consort possessing 
all the virtues of son, lover, servant and com-
panion? Especially a noble savage physically 
manifested as an amphibious green-skinned (but 
oh-so-virile) sea-creature, as unlike any flawed 
mortal male as a lonely matron could wish? 
	 There’s no denying the fairy-tale romance of 
Ingalls’ Beauty-and-the-Beast story: expository 
information is conveniently blurred by an ellip-
tical narrative minimalism (ironically, enabling 
us to anticipate the final revelation too soon), 
while the nuts-and-bolts details of interspe-
cies sex—anatomical descriptions and groom-
ing habits, for example—are largely left to our 
imaginations. But anthropomorphic erotica does 
not translate easily to the stage, where flesh-
and-blood actors replicating fanciful events in 
real time demand a degree, however slight, of 
literal representation. Given the fuzziness of the 
source material, Frances Limoncelli’s adapta-
tion can hardly be blamed for emerging likewise 
enigmatic as regards both internal and external 
action (as when Dorothy proposes restoring her 
alien visitor to his birth-home in the Gulf of 
Mexico by motoring down the Pacific coastline 
past border checkpoints to the Panama canal—
is she unaware that the targeted body of water 
also abuts the easily accessed south coast of the 
United States?). 
	 The charismatic Brenda Barrie, in the role of 
the virginal Dorothy, delivers a performance go-
ing a long way toward enlisting our sympathy, as 
do the always-watchable Peter Greenberg as the 
primordial paragon and Jennifer Tyler as Doro-
thy’s bitchy sidekick. So does Josh Horvath’s 
original score of cello-heavy mysteries-of-the-
deep incidental music and Julia Neary’s deli-
cately sensual choreography, under the direction 
of magic-realism maestra Ann Boyd. Despite the 
quality and care invested in this effort, however, 
one cannot help but question Lifeline Theatre’s 
judgment in selecting to augment its repertoire 
with this soapsudsy yarn recalling “women’s fic-
tion” from a less enlightened age. 
 
THEATER REVIEW

Abigail’s Party
Playwright: Mike Leigh
At: A Red Orchid Theatre 
Company, 1531 N. Wells 
Phone: 312-943-8722; $15-$30
Runs through: March 28

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN
	
Mike Leigh is often held up as a critics’ darling, 
but the famed British filmmaker and playwright 
divides audiences more than winning them over. 
Leigh isn’t afraid to tackle controversial topics, 
but he’s also isn’t averse to trying an audience’s 
patience by overemphasizing ugly and mundane 
aspects of life through his process of building 
works through improvisation.
	 Just look at Leigh’s seminal 1977 dark com-
edy Abigail’s Party, now receiving a bang-up and 
superlative production at A Red Orchid Theatre 
Company. It has a shocking ending, but some 
will find the lead up to it can be grating and 

tedious.
	 Leigh populates Abigail’s Party a rather un-
pleasant cast of suburban characters who blath-
er on and on (often unwittingly hurling insults 
along the way). Some audiences will be appalled, 
while other will smirk and revel in Leigh’s com-
edy of bad manners.
	 I found myself to be in the latter camp thanks 
to director Shade Murray and his super skilled 
cast who all apply the right amount of pressure 
to make this suburban house party the uncom-
fortable living hell it should be.
	 The play’s title is a tad deceptive, since the 
loud rock-and-roll party thrown by the unseen 
15-year-old Abigail Lawson is actually next 
door. We’re stuck for the evening in the shock-
ing 1970s decorated living room of overworked 
estate agent Lawrence Moss (a brusque Larry 
Grimm) and his over-pampered wife, Beverly 
(Kirsten Fitzgerald, who layers on the faux so-
phistication like her thick cake makeup). 
	 The Mosses have their own party for new-to-
the-neighborhood couple Tony (an appropriately 
laconic turn by Danny McCarthy) and Angela 
(Mierka Girten, who does a great job of someone 
oblivious to things that should be self-censored 
in polite conversation). Being the fifth wheel 
(and to help differentiate the play from Edward 
Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?) is Nata-
lie West as Susan. She’s hilarious as Abigail’s 
slightly spacey divorced mum. 
	 As Beverly keeps the booze flowing, cracks 
in each couple’s relationship start to show and 
Susan becomes more and more agitated as the 
noise from Abigail’s party bleeds through the 
walls.
	 Beverly fancies herself as a sophisticate thanks 
to her nouveau riche trappings, but she proves 

to be more of a poseur. Lawrence actually does 
have some educated class, but he comes off as 
insufferable when he tries to show up Beverly 
with his knowledge.
	 A Red Orchid’s production enormously benefits 
from Daniel Stratton’s overstuffed 1970s set and 
and Melissa Torchia’s loud costumes. The cast 
and production team all work together to illumi-
nate Leigh’s examination of middle-class preten-
sion. 
	 So consider yourself forewarned: Abigail’s Party 
can be lots of fun and games. But remember that 
Leigh is your host, so expect plenty of insight 
amid all the insufferably bad behavior. 

THEATER REVIEW

A Love Lost Life:
The Unauthorized 
Story of 
Marlon Brando
Playwright: David Nathie Barnes
At: T.M.R Inc. at Theatre Building Chicago,
1225 W. Belmont
Phone: 773-327-5252; $25
Runs through: March 21

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE

There’s the legend, of course: “Make him an offer 
he can’t refuse,” “I coulda been a contender!” 
and “Stelllaaaaaa!” And there’s the scandal: his 
obstructive behavior during filming, his wildly 
fluctuating weight, his rejection of an Oscar in 
protest of Hollywood bias against minorities (in 
this case, Native Americans). And then there’s 

the tragedy: his three marriages, the sensation-
alism surrounding the eldest two of his twelve 
(recorded) children, the homosexual “experienc-
es” he finally acknowledged in a 1976 interview. 
If ever a public figure mandated a behind-the-
music biopic, it was Marlon Brando.
	 David Nathie Barnes’ docudrama may be viewed 
as a work-in-progress toward that goal. Since 
2007, A Love Lost Life has evolved from a 45-
minute three-character sketch into a 75-minute 
play, three actors now portraying its hero at 
different stages of his career, and the addi-
tion of a few Hollywood compatriots (the latter 
likewise heir to idolatry and early death—even 
River Phoenix gets a belated shout-out—their 
untimely ends contrasting with Brando’s long, 
if troubled, life). But the show now undergoing 
its first full run at the Theatre Building, where 
it clocks in at 90 minutes, is still in need of 
some reshaping before becoming what it aspires 
to be.
	 The chief problem is that its subject refused 
to engage in self-analysis, stubbornly/coyly 
maintaining the noble-savage pose that made 
his fortune. (In one scene, an almost foot-kiss-
ing James Dean declares them both “a couple 
of farm boys making it big.”) This reduces the 
dramatic action to a series of speculative epi-
sodes—Brando seduces his future agent with his 
attitude, Brando flirts with a young Marilyn Mon-
roe, Brando bullies his ex-wife, Brando speaks 
against U.S. imperialism, and so forth. We also 
get son Christian and daughter Cheyenne swap-
ping such introspective banter as “People who 
live the Hollywood lifestyle grow up faster,” but 
offering no new insight into their Papa Dearest’s 
enigma.
	 Robert Ashkenas and author Barnes have been 
playing Brandos senior and junior from the 
play’s inception, however, and so easily com-
mand our attention and sympathies, while local 
actors Michael Perez and Jamie Asch replicate 
the mannerisms that launched a thousand cults 
over six decades (but watch for Beau Forbes’ 
scene-stealing Dean). Love Lost Life needs only 
some fine-tuning of its narrative theme to lend 
its hagiography focus as a portrait of the artist 
who changed the face of the American movie 
hero to this day.

SPOTLIGHT

	 The intense friendship that develops be-
tween New England boarding school stu-
dents Gene and Finney in John Knowles’ 
World War II-era novel A Separate Peace 
has always been questioned by LGBT read-
ers. See if there are any overt hints of what 
has gone unspoken through the years in 
Nancy Gilsenan’s new stage adaptation for 
Steppenwolf for Young Adults. A Separate 
Peace plays 11 a.m. Saturdays and Sundays 
until March 14 (no show Feb. 28) in the 
Steppenwolf Upstairs Theatre, 1650 N. 
Halsted. Tickets are $20; $15 for students/
seniors; call 312-335-1650 or visit www.
steppenwolf.org. Photo by Saverio Truglia

CRITICS’ PICKS
	 The Cabinet, Redmoon Theatre, through 
March 14. Remount of 2005 hit based on 
the 1919 expressionist silent film, The Cab-
inet of Dr. Caligari. Mesmerism, eroticism, 
somnambulism all are there in Redmoon’s 
triumph of mixed puppetry, miniature the-
ater and grotesque angles. JA
	 11:11, The New Colony at Victory Gar-
dens Biograph Theater, through March 13. 
Evan Linder and Tara Sissom could have just 
mocked their twentysomething Christian 
camp counselors in their new play. Instead 
they bring up serious questions and faith 
even with the drug-induced trip in the cen-
ter of this comic drama. SCM
	 Killer Joe, American Theater Company, 
through April 11. There’s not many escape 
routes for the trailer-dwelling clan in this 
1993 play by Pulitzer-winning Tracy Letts, 
nor for an audience in a storefront not much 
bigger, so sit back and enjoy the acerbic 
commentary on grassroots entrepreneurship 
gone grimly and perversely wrong. MSB
	 Kink, Annoyance Theatre, through March 
6. Director Rebecca Sohn oversees just an-
other day in suburban paradise with Mom as 
the closet dominatrix and Dad as the closet 
cross-dresser. Meanwhile, the kids are get-
ting ready for that freakiest event of all, 
high school homecoming. CS

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge,
Morgan and Sullivan

Mrs. Caliban. Photo by Paul Metreyeon
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THEATER REVIEW

The Ring	
Playwright: adapted from Richard Wagner
At: The Building Stage,
412 N. Carpenter (free parking)
Tickets: 312-491-1369; 
www.buildingstage.com; $40
Runs through: March 14

BY JONATHAN ABARBANEL

Richard Wagner spent 28 years writing The Ring 
Cycle, his quartet of operas running 16 hours-
plus in performance. Drawing on Norse and Ger-
man mythology, Wagner created a fantasy about 
the passing of magical giants, dwarves and gods 
from the world in an earth-cleansing action to 
prepare for the ascendancy of Mankind. Blending 
metaphysics with romance (in the literary defi-
nition), The Ring is one of European culture’s 
greatest achievements. But does it work without 
an orchestra? Could Wagner’s text—written for 
his profound, sumptuous and exquisite music—
stand on its own dramatically? This is the am-
bitious challenge The Building Stage took on, 
and the mixed result is interesting rather than 
wonderful. It will be only a curiosity to those 
who know Wagner’s work well but might serve as 
an apt introduction to those who don’t.
	 Truth: Only Wagner himself thought he was a 
great poet. His librettos for his operas are long 
and portentous—although not without humor—
and were written in the German equivalent of 
“thee,” “thou” and “thy” language. His verse, 
both in German and in modern English transla-
tion, relies on alliteration (“You may laugh and 
lie, yet I yearn for your love” is typical) and 
is short on nuance. Given the episodic nature 
of its stories, The Ring has many figures that 
appear in one or two scenes only, which hardly 
allows for deep dramatic characterization. Opera 
text is not meant to be detached from its music, 
because the music is what conveys emotional 
depth and complexity.

	 As modernized and edited by The Building 
Stage, The Ring’s four parts run 75 minutes 
each with a meal break half-way through for a 
six-hour total. It’s a rattling-good story of lust, 
love, lust, greed, lust, envy, lust, revenge and 
stab-first-think-later stupidities in which even 
an ugly villainous dwarf gets laid. Quite prop-
erly, The Building Stage presents The Ring as 
a meta-theatrical event with Rhinemaidens on 
Spanish cords (a circus aerial technique), vari-
ous types of puppetry and a small band under-
scoring the action to percussion and guitar riffs 
drawn from Wagner’s principal musical themes 
(Kevin O’Donnell, composer/adapter). However, 
this is the wrong show if you’re looking for fine 
acting from the 11-person ensemble. Any dra-
matic subtlety (say, William Bullion’s interpre-
tation of Hagen) is far outweighed by general 
bombast as primitive as the tales being told. Co-
directors Blake Montgomery and Joanie Schultz 
have chosen—perhaps wisely—to treat the text 

as a Classics Illustrated comic book.
	 The Building Stage rendering makes the story 
clear, although much of it seems adolescent. 
Only in parts three and four—Siegfried and 
Gotterdamerung—do things notch up to echo 
a Shakespearean romance, anchored by Nick 
Vidal as Siegfried and Darci Nalepa as Brunhil-
de (a handsome couple), and with Mime (Bill 
O’Connor)—another ugly dwarf—treated as a 
buffoon. In a highly physical production, the 
design team (Lee Keenan, Meghan Raham and 
Chantal Calato) also makes important contribu-
tions beyond the space limits of this review to 
discuss.

THEATER REVIEW

The Rant
Playwright: Andrew Cast
At: Mary Arrchie Theatre at
Angel Island, 735 W. Sheridan
Phone: 773-871-0442, $18, $29
Runs through: March 28 

BY CATEY SULLIVAN

About midway through The Rant, a world-weary 
reporter uses a pair of real-life rape accusations 
in a shockingly inarguable demonstration of the 
way facts can be used to “prove” whatever you 
want them to prove. 
	 In dialogue referencing a white woman’s 2003 
rape charges against Kobe Bryant and a Black 
woman’s 2005 rape charges against a group of 
white Duke University students, playwright An-
drew Case depicts a worldview that’s tragic and 
undeniable. Guilty or innocent—it doesn’t mat-
ter what you believe about Bryant or those Duke 
boys (both cases were settled out of court): 
Newsman Alexander Stern (Earl Pastko, spot-on 
as the hard-bitten, clear-eyed product of count-
less graveyard shift police blotters) can show 
you’re a racist either way. Truth, Case illustrates 
in his riveting drama, isn’t necessarily about jus-
tice. It’s about proving your point. 

	 Directed by Sharon Evans, The Rant is every-
thing you’d expect from a piece defined by the 
daily, devastating ambiguities of crime. Mary Ar-
rchie’s production is gritty in its uncompromis-
ing realism and provocative in its exposure of 
the the unending, slippery grayness of a crimi-
nal justice system we’d all prefer to think of in 
terms of stark, easily grasped segments of good 
and bad, black and white. 
	 The story begins as Denise Reeves, a Black 
woman, arrives at the office of Lila Mahnaz, a 
light-skinned lawyer who bristles when her mi-
nority credentials are questioned. (“I’m Persian,” 
Lila spits when a Black cop scoffs at her ability 
to comprehend racism.) Reeves is demanding 
justice for the murder of her unarmed son by a 
white police sergeant. Lila is instantly sympa-
thetic, the case seems cut and dried. But Case 
lets us know from the onset things are not as 
simple as they seem. 
	 Lila (Lindsey Pearlman, ably portraying a caul-
dron of barely contained resentment and righ-
teous anger) wants vengeance as much as jus-
tice. She believes her motives are pure, but in 
truth, she’s pursuing an agenda she’s had since 
grade school. By getting the white bastard who 
murdered Reeves’ Black son, Lila will even the 
score against all the playground injustices she 
suffered at the hands of lazy, fat, stupid, white 
kids who (she asserts) all grew up to be cops. 
	 Case’s tightly structured plot thickens as Lila 
interviews the accused sergeant’s Black partner, 
Charles (Emanueal Buckley, deftly capturing the 
hellish internal conflict that comes with a cop’s 
inflexible adherence to the Thin Blue Line and 
a Black man’s anger at the racism of his fellow 
cops). Charles makes it glaringly apparent that 
the grief-stricken Mrs. Reeves (Shariba Rivers, a 
white-hot flame of sorrow and rage) has with-
held crucial information that virtually destroys 
her credibility as a witness. 
	 The result is a complex, meaningful whodunit, 
with the implications of the mystery’s solution 
becoming as important as its answer. 

The Ring. Photo by Michael Brosilow

www.joffrey.org/cinderella
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The Ghost 
Writer;
Sissyboy
By Richard Knight, Jr.

With a resume that includes Repulsion, Rose-
mary’s Baby, Chinatown, The Tenant, Bitter 
Moon, Frantic and Death and the Maiden, a case 
could be made—and a good one—that nobody 
does paranoid thrillers like director Roman Po-
lanski. So it’s no surprise that The Ghost Writer, 
the director’s first feature since 2005’s Oliver 
Twist, would be another prime example of the 
genre with its blend of Hitchcockian intrigue 
and political mystery. But even though the 
movie clearly shows a master at work—finding 
ways for the camera to telegraph suspense and 
dread to the audience—it’s also filled with plot 
holes and long stretches that strain its credibil-
ity. For maximum enjoyment—and there’s much 
to be had here—it’s best to ignore the plot and 
character lapses in The Ghost Writer and just let 
Polanski take you for a ride.
	 The movie is based on the novel by Robert 
Harris, which he has adapted in collaboration 
with Polanski. It concerns Ewan McGregor, a suc-
cessful ghost writer for a series of celebrities, 
who is hired for a large sum to fix up the trou-
blesome first draft of the memoirs of a former 
British prime minister, Adam Lang (Pierce Bro-
snan). McGregor, whose character is not given 
a name, is wary—the first ghost writer, Lang’s 
longtime assistant, recently committed suicide 
under mysterious circumstances—but his agent 
persists, boasting to Lang’s attorney (Timothy 
Hutton), “You name it, he ghosts.” The Ghost 
passes muster, and is put on a plane and ferried 
to gloomy, rainy Martha’s Vineyard and Lang’s 
ultramodern/icy fortress getaway. Lang (a stand-
in for Tony Blair) is ensconced in the sleek home 
along with his comely, efficient secretary Amelia 

(Kim Cattrall, in a nice variation on her Sex and 
the City character); sullen, snappish wife Ruth 
(Olivia Williams); and a phalanx of scowling se-
curity guards.
	 Lang and the ghost barely get started on the 
revisions before the house is in an uproar as 
Lang is embroiled in an erupting political scan-
dal in which he’s accused of approving torture 
and other political crimes while under the thumb 
of the United States. The Ghost is caught up in 
the swirl of events and a temporary siege on the 
property by the media and protesters. Soon, he 
begins to suspect that his predecessor stumbled 
upon political and personal secrets in Lang’s 
past and that perhaps the precious first draft of 
the memoirs contains unwitting clues.
	 As McGregor falls deeper down the rabbit hole 
and the stakes are raised, the movie takes on 
the feel of one of those David Baldacci politi-
cal potboilers in which the reader is given an 
entertaining but phony-baloney peek behind the 
scenes of corrupt political power and dirty mon-
ey intersecting—and a lot of creepy, murder-
ous characters who will do anything to hang on 
to it. Tom Wilkinson, Eli Wallach, Jim Belushi, 
Richard Pugh and other crack character actors 
are dropped into the mix as McGregor races to 
figure out what is going on. 
	 Although he’s supposed to be a speedy, in-
sightful ghost writer (even though we don’t ac-
tually see him do much work on the manuscript), 
McGregor’s character isn’t apparently the bright-
est in a lot of other areas and the audience is 
consistently ahead of him. Still, like the movie 
itself, McGregor is never less than entertaining 
and Polanski, working with cinematographer 
Pawel Edelman, gives this thriller a lot of vi-
sual oomph to carry one along. Those items, and 
a Bernard Herrmannesque score by Alexandre 
Desplat, help one overlook the gaps in what is 
essentially a silly, high-falutin’ thriller—albeit 
a diverting one. The Ghost Writer lives up to 
its namesake. It’s the kind of enjoyable, junky 
melodramatic mystery/roman à clef that any 

script doctor would be proud—after a round of 
drinks or two, perhaps—to admit having writ-
ten.

If the Cockettes, the psychedelic drag-queen 
troupe from the late 1960s, had had grandchil-
dren they might look, talk and act as outland-
ishly as the 12 troupe members of Sissyboy do 
in their eponymous documentary. This gender-
bending shock-drag troupe that hails from Port-
land, Ore., worked together for about three and 
a half years, practicing their blend of political 
glam guerilla theatre. At one point they met na-
scent filmmaker Katie Turinski, who saw a hot 
subject in the group and started documenting 
their performances and off camera observations. 
The group eventually did a West Coast tour of 
three cities, traveling aboard the RV of the par-
ents of one of the members, returning to their 
home base for a final show. Turinski captured all 
of this in her lively documentary of the group.
	 The film, which contains elements of several 
queer-themed movies—Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert, Shortbus and, especially, the documen-
taries The Cockettes and Trannyshack (where the 
group performed and cite as an inspiration) is 
never less than illuminating and entertaining. 
The performers—gay men all—like the 6’4” bald 
Splendora (a latter-day Dean Johnson), Zebra, 
Kaj-Anne, et al, seemingly grabbed from every 
aspect of culture in creating their looks and 
their shows. Everything from Bette Davis to the 
war in Iraq is referenced and offered up for si-
multaneous adulation and derision. Like many 
groups of feisty gay men, the insights are often 
fast and funny. The film is lighter on the perfor-
mances—and from the look of things, Turinski’s 
decision to limit that footage is to the good as 
the group’s antics are often more entertaining 
offstage than on.
	 “Our culture needs to be reminded that we’re 
not all here to fit the cookie-cutter mold” one 
of the performers comments as the final per-
formance of the troupe nears and Sissyboy 
provides delightful evidence of that admonish-
ment. The film is having its Chicago premiere 
Saturday, March 6, at St. Paul’s Cultural Center, 
2215 W. North, as part of the Chicago Movies 
& Music Festival (CIMM), and members of Sis-
syboy are reuniting for a performance at Berlin, 
954 W. Belmont, Friday, March 5. The fascinat-
ing transgender documentary Riot Acts (“Flaunt-
ing Gender Defiance in Music Performance”) and 
Universalove are two more LGBT-themed films 
screening during the March 4-7 CIMM fest. See 
www.cimmfest.org.
	 Check out my archived reviews at www.
windycitytimes.com or www.knightatthemov-
ies.com. Readers can leave feedback at the 
latter Web site.

AT
THE

MOVIES

KNIGHT

Ewan McGregor in The Ghost Writer.

‘Gays Got Talent’
searches for top
Chicago performers
CHICAGO—Windy City Media Group (WCMG) 
wants to show the world that “Gays Got Tal-
ent.”
	 The company behind the popular Windy City 
Gay Idol, now in its 8th year, has provided a 
stage for Chicago’s best singers. Now WCMG 
expands the search for the most diverse and 
talented acts in Chicago’s gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual and transgender community with Gays Got 
Talent. The 2nd annual event will challenge 
America’s Got Talent to include more GLBT 
talent on their show. 
	 The search will begin with two events at 
Spin (Feb. 25) and Roscoe’s (March 3) and 
will showcase any new talent who sign up 
to compete alongside some of the commu-
nity’s best professionals in the world of mu-
sic, comedy, dance, drag and more. Up to 20 
contestants will perform each night. The act 
receiving the most audience votes will win 
$100 cash and will advance on to the Finals. 
The second and third place vote getters will 
also advance the Finals. The judges will vote 
two additional acts through to the Finals.
	 The search culminates March 20 with a big 
talented gay variety show at Sidetrack where 
someone will be crowned the audience favor-
ite, winning $1,000 cash, American Airlines 
tickets, Steppenwolf theater tickets, Miller 
Lite and Skyy vodka merchandise and more. 
Plus all acts at the finals will be submitted 
on DVD to the casting department of TV’s 
America’s Got Talent.
 	 CALLING ALL professional and amateur 
singers, dancers, impersonators, poets, drag 
artists, jugglers, comics and more! Come au-
dition for Gays Got Talent at either Spin or 
Roscoe’s to hopefully land a spot at the cov-
eted big finals show. Remember, the audience 
votes! So bring your friends to vote for you. 
There is limited space to compete so arrive 
early. Three-minute limit for your act.
	 Judges for Talent will include well-known 
performers, casting directors, and celebrities. 
The fee is $10 to compete, $5 to attend. Amy 
Matheny, host of Windy City Queercast, is the 
host of the Gays Got Talent series.
	 Casting call:
	 —Thursday, Feb. 25, Spin bar, Halsted and 
Belmont, 8 p.m. sign-up, 9 p.m. start time
	 —Wed., March 3, Roscoe’s bar, 3356 N. Hal-
sted, 8 p.m. sign-up, 9 p.m. start time
	 The Big Gay Talent Show finals will be at 
Sidetrack, 3349 N. Halsted, Saturday, March 
20; the door opens at 1 p.m. and the show 
starts at 3 p.m. The $10 cover includes a 
drink ticket and entry to win American Air-
lines tickets and more.
	 Premium sponsors include Miller Lite and 
Skyy Vodka.

Gays Got Talent 2009.

CULTURE CLUB

MRS. 
CALIBAN

Thursday-Sunday through March 28, 2010

Call 773-761-4477 or visit www.lifelinetheatre.com

A world premiere adaptation of the novel by Rachel Ingalls

Discover the nature of desire

TICKETS  

NOW ON SALE!

BY JOHN HENRY REDWOOD
DIRECTED BY RON OJ PARSON

 THE OLD 
SETTLER
Performed at 325 Tudor Court, Glencoe

WRITERS’ 
THEATRE 

WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG
847-242- 6000

ORDER YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

Media Sponsor

Production Sponsor

Two women test the bonds of sister-
hood and find the strength and 
forgiveness only family can offer.

www.lifelinetheatre.org
www.writerstheatre.org
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Boys in 
the Band:
Jack 
Cummings III 
and Mart 
Crowley
By Jay Blotcher
 
It now seems inevitable that Jack Cummings III 
would direct the New York City revival of Mart 
Crowley’s The Boys in the Band. (The last one, 
at the WPA Theatre, happened in 1996.) While 
Cummings, 41, had just moved to the city in 
1996 and missed the production, he would even-
tually find work in 2006 as assistant to Dominick 
Dunne. At the time, Dunne’s third act as a crime 
writer for Vanity Fair had brought him a new 
wave of fame. In previous career incarnations, 
he had been an author and a television film pro-
ducer. In 1970, he was executive producer of the 
film version of The Boys in the Band.
	 While assisting Dunne, Cummings, a Richmond, 
Va., native, was quickly developing a name for 
himself with a fledgling theater company named 
Transport Group. Mart Crowley had just moved 
back to New York City and was in touch with his 
friend and former executive producer of Boys. 
One day, Dunne told his assistant, “You should 
do the Boys in the Band.“ Dunne went one bet-
ter and introduced Cummings to Crowley.
	 “I know that Dominick was incredibly close 
with Mart and very, very fond of him,” said the 
artistic director, a Drama Desk Award winner. 
“And he completely believed in the piece and 
that’s why he wanted to produce it. And I think 
that Mart trusted him and Dominick trusted 
Mart.”
	 A bit of theatrical magic intervened at this 
point. Cummings knew Buddy Thomas at ICM, 
who represents the estate of playwright Wil-
liam Inge. They became friends when Transport 
staged the late playwright’s The Dark at the Top 
of the Stairs. Not soon after Dunne’s suggestion, 
Thomas called. It was 2008 and four decades 
since the original Theatre Four production of the 
Crowley classic. Thomas, also Crowley’s agent, 
asked Cummings, “Would you be interested in 
doing a 40th-anniversary production of Boys in 
the Band?”
	 Cummings was torn; he had already mapped 
out his theatrical season. But the ambitious ar-
tistic director agreed to stage a celebration of 
the play to celebrate the milestone. In June of 
2008, a reading of the play at the Lucille Lor-
tel Theatre on Christopher Street drew a sell-out 
house. Among the actors were Malcolm Gets, 
Jonathan Hammond, Norm Lewis and David 
Greenspan. It was followed by a panel discus-
sion, moderated by veteran Village Voice theatre 
critic and author Michael Feingold. On the dais 
were Mart Crowley and Boys in the Band cast 
members Peter White and Lawrence Luckinbill.
	 “The night went over really spectacularly,” 
Cummings said. A week later, he decided he 
would mount a revival of the show for 2010.
	 As Cummings developed the show, he spent 
time in discussions with Crowley about how to 
develop the work for a new generation of the-
atergoers. Those discussions took a bittersweet 
tone last August, when Dominick Dunne died at 
age 83. Cummings and Crowley spent time to-
gether, mourning their mutual friend.
	 “We have definitely been kind of side by side,” 
Cummings said, explaining the growing friend-
ship that has developed between he and Crowley 
in their combined efforts to restage the show. In 
fact, the playwright has sat in on several audi-
tions and offered his opinion on various casting 
choices. Cummings decided that the staging will 
be complemented by readings of lesser-known 

Crowley plays.
	 “Over the long haul I’ve come to be very 
friendly with Jack and his wife,” Mart Crowley 
said. “He’s married to an actress named Barbara 
Walsh. She’s a singer. They know everybody; ev-
ery young [actor]. There’s no one in the cast 
who was born when the thing was written. No; 
they’re not old enough.”
	 The Transport Group‘s production will feature 
Jonathan Hammond as Michael, Christopher In-
nvar as Larry, Kevin Isola as Alan, Jon Levenson 
as Harold, Kevyn Morrow as Bernard, Graham Ro-
wat as Hank, Aaron Sharff as Cowboy, John Well-
mann as Emory and Nick Westrate as Donald.
	 As a heterosexual man who was an infant the 
year of the Stonewall Riots, Cummings had to 
plumb the text for his own meaning: he decided 
to depict the play as a historic piece as well as 
a timeless character study.
	 “It’s definitely a piece that is set in 1968, un-
like the plays that are not set in times or eras,” 
he said. “Like the play “Rabbit Hole” you could 
set in 2004 or you could set it in 1984. That 
situation is going to remain more or less the 
same. … But with Mart’s play I think that in 
the end what’s really making it a classic is that 
it definitely is a time capsule for that particular 
year, as well as a classic in the sense that the 
issue of human nature and relationships that it’s 
exploring are, no matter what, timeless in their 
essence.
	 “In this play we are going to focus on the 
minutiae and the layers of the relationships 
between these men. The cultural and political 
issues that the play touches on come out natu-
rally. But I plan to just really focus on these 
friendships because I think that is ultimately 
what is holding the play up on a very human 
level.”
	 Having Crowley as a consultant has deepened 
Cummings’ understanding of the work. The most 
trenchant observation by the playwright, he 
said, was a description of the lead character Mi-
chael, thereby unlocking the play’s meaning for 
Cumming. “Michael is a collection of all the ref-
erences of movies he has consumed in a lifetime. 
At the end of the play he realizes that nothing 
is there, and if nothing is there how do you start 
to build yourself up again?”
	 The mission of Transport Group, Cummings 
said, is to move “actors outside of their comfort 
zones.” Apparently, he wants the same unset-
tling feeling for his audience. Rather than stage 
Boys in a conventional proscenium theater, 
Cummings has sought out a raw space in Mid-
town for the production. Audience members will 
be seated in chairs that closely ring the sturm 
and drang of the central action.
	 “When you come to see the show as an audi-
ence member, you’ll be seated all in and around 
the apartment space,” he explained. “It’s not 
like one neat square or circle. The idea is that 
we’re basically trying to create Michael’s apart-
ment, albeit theatrically. What we’re after is to 
create an experience where people feel as if they 
are flies on the wall in Michael’s apartment on 
this one particular night.” Cummings calls his 
conceit an environmentally based stage.
	 When first told of the configuration of the 
audience seating, playwright Mart Crowley was 

worried, telling Cummings, “This is going to look 
like an AA meeting.” The director had a quick 
response: “So what? It is!”
	 Cummings also decided to combine both acts 
the play, which pleased the playwright.
	 “We’re going to do it in one piece; it’s not go-
ing to have an intermission,” Crowley said. “It’s 
going to go right straight through. I think that’s 
going to solve a lot of the problems of Act I 
being the laughs and Act II being the dark side. 
You’ll never know when Act I and Act II blend. It 
will be trimmed, nut not rewritten—just cut to 
get rid of a lot of the flab that audiences don’t 
have the attention span to be subjected to any 
longer.”
	 Casting was not difficult, Cummings said. The 
number of enthusiastic actors vying for roles for 
this production was far more than what he re-
ceived for his previous 12 productions. However, 
the subsequent auditions indicated that some 
people had wildly divergent understandings of 
the play.
	 “Usually actors who came in for auditions, 
I could tell either didn’t understand the play, 
weren’t familiar with it or hadn’t read it,” he 
said. “[They were acting] from cursory impres-

sions or what they had heard. The uninformed 
people [think that all the characters] are campy 
and self-loathing. I’ve always been bewildered 
by that because to me that’s not true, if one 
actually reads the play.” Not that Cummings dis-
misses self-loathing as a character trait.
	 “There were plenty of characters in August: 
Osage County who were self-loathing.”
	 Some detractors claim The Boys in the Band is 
a black eye for modern gay politics. Cummings 
dismisses the notion heatedly. “It’s theatre. It’s 
drama. You can’t have a diorama of presiden-
tial saints. These particular nine people, I don’t 
think [Crowley’s] saying they stand in for every 
gay person in the world.”
	 Transport Group presents a revival of The 
Boys in the Band by Mart Crowley, directed by 
Jack Cummings III. It’s at 37 W. 26th, 12th 
Floor, New York City. The production runs 
through March 14. Tickets are $10-$45; the 
theatre is not wheelchair-accessible. Tickets 
are online at www.transportgroup.org; also, 
call 866-811-4111.

Jack Cummings III (left) and Mart Crowley.

Mart Crowley in 1969. Photo by Dominick 
Dunne

BY JOHN HENRY REDWOOD
DIRECTED BY RON OJ PARSON
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Chicago
Auto Show’s
Top Five
By Casey Williams, GAYWHEELS.COM

We survived nearly a foot of snow—and an 
earthquake—to bring you the latest and great-
est from the Chicago Auto Show, held Feb. 12-21 
at McCormick Place. The show is usually less 
a spectacle of glitz and glamor and more of a 
tribute to America’s cornfields and hard-working 
folk. While we didn’t get any photos of corn-fed 
boys, we did manage to find some good looking 
vehicles to swoon over.
	 Here are our picks for the top five new models 
from the show:
	 —2011 Ford Edge: We saw the majorly face 
lifted Lincoln MKX at last month’s Detroit show, 
but Ford took the mystery away from the also-
impressive 2011 Ford Edge. An updated exterior, 
stunning interior, next-generation hands-free 
communications, and a range of power options 
will keep crossover buyers rolling into Ford 
showrooms.
	 New grilles and trim look cool, but its engines 
are powerfully hot. Returning is a 3.5-litre V6, 
connected to a six-speed automatic transmis-
sion, now producing 285 horsepower and achiev-
ing 27-MPG highway.
	 —2011 Chevrolet Silverado HD: Take a look 
at the new 2011 Chevrolet Silverado heavy-duty 
pickups. Go ahead. See if you can spot the dif-
ferences. No, not there. Crawl underneath. Ah, 
there it is.
	 Competition in heavy-duty trucks doesn’t re-
ally happen with freshened grilles and bulging 
fenders anyway. The Silverado is handsome with 
its big chrome crossbar grille, enough chrome to 
occupy a truck stop service shop, large trailering 
mirrors, and fast windshield. But what matters 
to buyers is a 20,000-pound towing capacity 
and a payload capability of 6,335 pounds (prop-
erly equipped, of course).
	 —2011 Honda Odyssey: Technically, the 
Honda Odyssey shown in Chicago was a concept, 
but then the marketing team began throwing 
around specifications and features for the all-
new mini-van that will roll out for 2011. Take 
a shot of your favorite inebriation and imagine 
the concept with smaller wheels and a roof rack. 
That’s what’s coming.
	 A sleeker cab-forward profile is enhanced with 
a roofline that appears to slope towards the 
rear window. The D-pillar is rendered in a way 

that looks upscale, like an Acura MDX. Easily the 
most distinguishing feature is the lightning-bolt 
windowline that is expected on the production 
model and makes it easier to see out of the rear 
seats. Honda claims the van has a one-inch lower 
roofline and will be 1.4-inches wider. Wheelbase 
dimensions remain unchanged at 118.1 inches, 
keeping interior space very close to the current 
model. Odyssey’s trademark third-row “Magic 
Seat” will still fold flat into the floor.
	 —2011 Ford Edge: Toyota’s press conference 
began with a humble commitment to quickly 
repair all of its vehicles affected by the accel-
erator and brake recalls. The company is show-
ing renewed vigor in taking care of very loyal 
customers. Almost sheepishly, Bob Carter, group 
vice president and general manager, Toyota Divi-
sion, announced the significantly updated 2011 
Avalon.
	 Designed at Toyota’s Calty Design Research 
center in Newport Beach, Calif., the 2011 Avalon 
will be more aggressive than the current sedan, 
but will also be much more elegant. Toyota’s 
theme is “Traveling Avalon Class,” and that 
about explains the beauty and grace for which 
the new model will be known. In truth, it is re-
ally just a significant facia and interior update 
on the current model, but the car looks ready for 
a few more good years.
	 —2011 Ford Transit Connect: Ford’s trophy 
from Detroit, where the Transit Connect was 
named North American Truck of the Year, is 
hardly collecting dust as the company is at it 
again. If you think the little van is as cool as 
a florist’s back room, check out the electric and 
Taxi versions coming later this year.
	 Developed in partnership with Azure Dynam-
ics, which has been designing drive systems for 
over 20 years, the Transit Connect EV runs on a 
192-cell, fluid-cooled lithium ion battery pack 
located under the floor. Ford claims the van will 
zip emissions-free from 0-60 mph in 12 seconds, 
continue to a top speed of 75 mph and keep 
buzzing along for about 80 miles before a re-
charge. Weight goes up and payload goes down 
slightly from gasoline-powered vehicles, but the 
van is ideal for businesses with defined routes. 
Owners can charge with 120V or 240V outlets, 
the latter enabling a full re-energizing in 6-8 
hours.
	 The Transit Connect is becoming Ford’s little 
van that could. It delivers flowers, caters food, 
hauls band instruments and, soon, will move 
passengers around cities and run routes with-
out burning a drop of gasoline. It could become 
the next cultural phenomenon, doing everything 
while looking good. Move over London, America 
is getting its own signature taxi.
	 For more info, see www.gaywheels.com.
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Check out  BAR-LESQUE, 
an online “strip-a-thon” showcasing 

your favorite Chicago bartenders!

Chicago Takes Off event sponsors
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2011 Chevrolet Silverado HD. Photo courtesy of Gaywheels.com
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FIELDSINFINITI.COM

FIELDS INFINITI GLENCOE 
2100 FRONTAGE ROAD

FIELDS INFINITI LAKE COUNTY 

*With approved credit. Plus tax, title, license and doc. fees. See dealer for details. ^Excludes all convertibles. Cash not available with 0% or special financing offers. Offer expires 2/28/2010. +Infiniti Central Region 2008 Year End

VEHICLES YOU CAN HAVE PRIDE IN

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE ON ALL NEW INFINITI’S^

#1 IN SERVICE
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 

IN CHICAGOLAND!+

2010 INFINITI

$5,000 OFF*

MSRP: $40,555
STK# B2610

$6,000 OFF*

MSRP: $50,240
STK# B2622

$6,000 OFF*

MSRP: $49,865
STK# B2369

$6,500 OFF*

MSRP: $37,615
STK# B2513

2010 INFINITI

$10,000 OFF*

MSRP: $48,815
STK# B2547

2010 INFINITI

$10,000 OFF*

MSRP: $61,810
STK# B2486

www.fieldsinfiniti.com
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ADVERTISE HERE
ADVERTISE HERE: Want to advertise your product, service, 
etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the Windy 
City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient service, 
and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online section for 
free. To place an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 
ex 101, terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to 
our website www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

CLEANING SERVICES
CHESTNUT CLEANING SERVICES: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (4/30/10-tk)

CONTRACTORS
Shannon Contractors: We specialize in all your resi-
dential and commercial building requirements. From 
new construction, remodeling, all carpentry, porches, 
patios, electrical, masonry, drywall, plumbing, til-
ing and painting. Licensed, insured and bonded. Call 
Brendan Coyle 312-307-6515, coylies@yahoo.com 
(2/24/10 –13)

COUNSELING
LICENSED PSYCHOTHERAPY: 20 years experience 
providing counseling and clinical hypnotherapy. I 
specialize in relationship issues, childhood trauma, and 
recurrent patterns that inhibit potential. Individuals 
and couples. Starla Sholl, LCSW, PC, 773.878.5809, 
info@starlasholl.com;  www.starlasholl.com. 

FIREWOOD
WISCONSIN’S FINEST: Seasoned dry oak, fruitwood, 
white birch, etc. Guaranteed to burn. Fast delivery or 
pick-up. 1/4, 1/2 or full facecord. 2175 S. Canalport. 
www.GoodWoodFirewood.com;  773-975-0251. 
(2/24/10- 6)

HEALTHCARE
NEW YOU COSTA RICA. We offer USA quality Medical & 
Dental in Costa Rica for a lot less (lipo anyone?). Please 
request a free quote today: www.NewYouCostaRica.
com 1-888-660-8060 or info@NewYouCostaRica.
com (2/11/11- 52)

HELP WANTED
TRICARE FABRICS ARE IN NEED OF EMPLOYEES IN THESE 
CATEGORIES: BOOKKEEPER, PAYROLL/PAY RECEIVER. 
Our salary is attractive plus benefits and takes only 
little of your time. Requirements -Should be a computer 
literate, NO age discrimination, must be efficient and 
dedicated. For more info, Contact or Recruit Dept at 
ttricarefabrics@gmail.com (3/24/10-6)

INTERPRETER
FOR YOUR AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE/ENGLISH 
INTERPRETING NEEDS: To consult with you or your 
company with your ADA needs. Diana Thorpe CI/
CT/NIC Master, Nationally Certified Interpreter, 
773-401-1339, or e-mail thorpe2001@aol.com 
[P-TB]

MASSAGE THERAPY
HEALING DANCE OF TOUCH!: A very relaxing, therapeu-
tic, full-body massage. 10 minutes SW of the Loop. Take 
care of yourself. $55/hr. Longer sessions available. Call 
Tim 773-368-9798 for appointment. (2/17/10-8)

TRAVEL
THE BEAUTY OF DOOR COUNTY: beckons for your romantic 
stay in the warmth of Birchwood Lodge. Elegant suites 
include a king size bed, in room whirlpool and fireplace. 
Some suites are equipped with walk in showers. Visit us 
at www.birchwoodlodge.com. (8/22/10-52)

CLASSIFIEDS 420 W. MELROSE

A few steps from
the Lakefront,
this six story
brick constructed
elevator building
features great
apartments at a
good price.
Waveland Park
and the
Broadway
shopping district are just some of
the many neighborhood amenities.
The downtown local and express
busses are just a few steps away.

Contact Admir at (773) 617-6451

Realty & Mortgage Co.
928 W. Diversey Pkwy.

(773) 549-8300
www.realtymortgageco.com

451 W. MELROSE

This handsome
six story elevator
building is a
Lakeview 
landmark. The
apartments are
very large and
include the
Lakefront,
Waveland Park,
and Broadway shopping in its long
list of amenities. The downtown
local and express busses are just a
few steps away.

Contact Admir at (773) 617-6451

Realty & Mortgage Co.
928 W. Diversey Pkwy.

(773) 549-8300
www.realtymortgageco.com

549 W. ALDINE

This charming
vintage walkup
features 
completely
remodeled 
apartments with
exceptionally
large closet,
kitchen, and bath
areas. Located
within walking distance of the
Lakefront, shopping, and nightlife,
this is a prime residential area. This
address provides access to the
Broadway and Sheridan express
busses, as well as the Belmont "L",
which is only a few blocks away.

Contact Ziggy at (773) 617-6527

Realty & Mortgage Co.
928 W. Diversey Pkwy.

(773) 549-8300
www.realtymortgageco.com

440 W. BARRY

This centrally
located mid-rise
building features
bright & spacious
apartments.
Arched door-
ways, built in
shelving units,
and ceramic tile
baths give these units the charm
and character you desire. Some of
the studios and all of the one and
two bedroom apartments feature
separate dining areas. The Sheridan
and Broadway bus stops are only
one block away. A/C offered.

Contact Mrs. Papa at 
(773) 619-0288

Realty & Mortgage Co.
928 W. Diversey Pkwy.

(773) 549-8300
www.realtymortgageco.com
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REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

TOWNHOMES
CARRIAGE HOME GREAT LOCATION 2100 sq FT. Three 
bedrooms, two baths, den,eat in gourmet kitchen, 
deck,garage, Hardwood Floors, Crown Molding, sky lights, 
open and spacious. Vaulted Ceilings, Fireplace,sound 
system wired through-out. Located in the Lincolnwood-
Skokie area close to expressway,shopping,and 
movies. This is a must see. Heyjude042@aol.com 
$425,000.00. (3/3/10-2)

 
FOR RENT

STUDIOS
EDGEWATER STUDIO W/ PARKING-New hdw floors, ample 
closets, bright, clean, close to bryn mawr red line/147 
Express/Hollywood Beach/Starbucks/Jewel. Laundry 
in building, heat/cook gas incl. $650. call Michael 
312-399-8464 or Dan 773-559-2350. (2/24/10-2)

1332 W. HOOD AVE. - Edgewater Studios Studios with 
ALL utilities included. Lndry in bldg. $595/mo. No 
dep.

One Month Free! Close to trans. One avail. NOW & Apr. 
773-392-4550. www.landstarrealty.com (2/24/10-1)

ONE BEDROOMS
EDGEWATER BEACH,  NEW REMODELED 1 BD FEATURES: 
Hardwood floors, Stainless Steel Appliances, Dishwasher, 
Microwave, Living room, Dining room, Sundeck & 
Rooftop. Pet friendly. Please ask about our specials. Call 
Z at 773-561-4429. (2/10/10-4)

1525 W. ESTES AVE. Rogers Park 1BR & Studio. HEAT 
included. Lndry in bldg. $575-695. No dep. Free 
Rent! Background check required. Near trans. Avail. 
NOW & Mar. 773-392-4550. www.landstarrealty.com 
(2/24/10-1)

TWO BEDROOMS
EDGEWATER:  6100 N. SHERIDAN  LARGE TWO 
BEDROOM APARTMENT.  Heat, basic cable, and gas 
included.  Great location near public transportation, 
beach, shopping.  Pet friendly up to 20lbs.  Rent $1050 
call 773-279-9338 (2/24/10-2)

THREE+ BEDROOMS
HEART OF ANDERSONVILLE. Sunny upper level unit lo-
cated in the heart of Andersonville: 3 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Laundry. Pets OK. Garage parking available. $1475.00 
per month includes gas (heat). Call 773-841-9093  
(2/24/10-2)

ROGERS PARK, FREE PARKING: 3BR 2Bath. Easy 
commute. Own laundry & indv. lg bsmt. Fenced yard. 
Hardwood floors. Avail. now. $1,100+ HEAT & UTIL. 
JACK: 312-305-5473 or 773-338-5473. (3/10/10-4)

www.realtymortgageco.com
www.realtymortgageco.com
www.zaneandzaras.com
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	 “Second, we want to be good stewards of 
Wrigley Field, and that means we will make sure 
to keep the history and beauty of Wrigley, but 
at the same time do improvements so it can last 
for another generation or two,” she said. “And 
third, we want to be good neighbors. One of the 
great things about Wrigley is that it is in this 
neighborhood, unlike stadiums off in middle of 
nowhere in a sea of parking lots. It’s one of the 
things that makes Wrigley and the Cubs differ-
ent. We appreciate that. ”
	 Has the community welcomed the family so 
far? “I think so,” Laura said. “There is a sense 
of relief that there are human faces behind the 
ownership of the team. And the fact that we’re 
Cubs fans, that we appreciate the history and 
uniqueness of this franchise and share the same 
passion as the other fans, is important. I think 
there’s a lot of hope and optimism. We’ve had 
a very warm reception from the neighborhood 
and the rooftop owners. I think people appreci-
ate we are candid and want an open and honest 
dialogue. People have their concerns and issues 
… night games, concerts, the normal things. 
But overall we feel the reception has been very 
warm.”
	 Laura explained that changes at Wrigley will 
include improved bathroom facilities for fans, 
plus better training facilities and locker rooms 
for the players. “We want to create the best fan 
experience in professional sports here at Wrig-
ley,” she said. “While Wrigley has this amazing 
charm and history, everybody knows about the 
challenges because of how old the stadium is. 
… One of the things I was most shocked about 
was the state of the clubhouse. It was pretty 
sparse. I think my high school sports facilities 
were probably better than what the players had. 
So of course we want to make them more com-
fortable for the players and their families. … 
We’re also hiring a hospitality officer and team 
ambassadors that will be within Wrigley and 

around the neighborhood, to improve the fan 
experience. We’re going to try and make it more 
family friendly, and have more formal planned 
autograph opportunities for kids.”
	 What about the already-approved triangle 
building development, a parcel of land just 
west of the stadium? “We know the people in 
the community are anxious to get that up. We 
are too. But we want to be very thoughtful and 
measured about what we build because we want 
it to be useful for a long time to come,” Laura 
said. Plans could include training facilities for 
the players, office space, and upscale dining and 
retail.
	 As for helping achieve victory on the field? 
“The facilities and how we treat the players and 
the amenities we provide for them are all part of 
that,” Laura said. “We’re hiring a team nutrition-
ist so they can eat better, here and away. And a 
lot of work has been done on the minor league 
system; that takes an awful long time to develop. 
We’re going to start seeing the fruits of that, it’s 
going to start to pay off for us. It’s about being 
strategic, about the players you sign. It is not 
necessarily what you’re paying, but their skills, 
their character. There’s so much about baseball 
that’s psychological as well. People need to be 
treated like the winners we expect them to be. 
There’s not one answer to getting to the World 
Series. I think if you consistently put a team on 
the field that can compete, every year, then you 
know it’s going to happen. That’s our priority.”

Being a lesbian owner
	 Interestingly for Laura, being a lesbian “was 
one of the things I didn’t think too much about 
before we closed [the sale] last fall. We were 
working so hard to get the deal done. What did 
occur to me, and the rest of the family, is what 
a great honor this is. And how exciting it would 
be, but also a big responsibility, and how much 
work it would be.  So I thought about it much 
more in that context than actually being a gay 
owner, and being a woman. It was really after we 

closed that that aspect of it became much more 
present for me.
	 “We all feel a great sense of responsibility,” 
Laura continues. “For me personally, I feel like 
I’m in an even more unique position being a 
woman who is an owner, who is also a director, 
and then also being an openly gay owner of a 
major professional sports team. I’m just begin-
ning to appreciate what a unique position this 
is. It’s humbling. I feel even more responsibility, 
it makes me want to do even more to work even 
harder, to really honor that opportunity I’ve 
been given.”
	 Laura said that she has seen no backlash from 
fans, players, other baseball owners or Major 
League Baseball.
	 “The league did a background check,” she said. 
“They wanted to know all the organizations we’re 
involved with, where we went to school, where 
we invested and the jobs we’ve had. They do a 
pretty extensive background check. In terms of 
the LGBT issue, it was never an issue at all.”
	 How would Laura respond if homophobic com-
ments are made in the locker room, or to the 
media?
	 “I haven’t really had a single incident of any 
anti-LGBT prejudice or uncomfortable incidents,” 
Laura said. “It really has not been a factor in 
terms of my involvement with the team, the 
players, the people working here, the league. Ev-
erybody’s been respectful. I think that obviously 
is an issue in professional sports and sports in 
general. We’re just getting started here. Issues 
may come up. I am not a shrinking violet and 
I’ve been an advocate, so I’ll do all I can if 
something does happen.
	 “I think a lot of those issues that come up are 
born out of ignorance,” she concluded. “The way 
to dispel that ignorance is to live your life, be 
who you are, live by example, show people who 
you are and not hide from it, not back down 
from it. Most of the time people are very re-
spectful of that. That’s been my experience.”
 

CUBS from page 6

Patti and her ‘Kids’
	 Musician/writer/visual artist Patti Smith  
(above) made an appearance Feb. 21 at the 
Harold Washington Library’s Cindy Pritzker 
Auditorium to discuss and sign her new book, 
Just Kids, a memoir of her time in New York 
with Robert Mapplethorpe, as well as perform. 
According to a press release, “It was the sum-
mer Coltrane died, the summer of love and 
riots, and the summer when a chance en-
counter in Brooklyn led two young people on 
a path of art, devotion and initiation. Smith 
would evolve as a poet and performer and 
Mapplethorpe would direct his highly pro-
vocative style toward photography.” Photo 
by Kat Fitzgerald (MysticImagesPhotography.
com) 
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Discover the long and storied history of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender people through OUT AT CHM.

QUEER LATINOS: 

ART AND CHANGE

Thursday, March 4

5:30 p.m. Cocktail Hour 

6:30 p.m. Program

Join us for a fascinating exploration into the intersection of art and political change 

within Chicago’s long-standing and diverse queer Latino community over the last 25 years.

Featuring insights by scholars Lawrence La Fountain-Stokes and Lourdes Torres.

Tickets are $12, $10 for Museum members and students.   

Call 312.642.4600 or order online at www.chicagohistory.org/outatchm.

www.chicagohistory.org/outatchm
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Wed., Feb. 24
Verbatim Verboten Ever-changing revue of 

staged transcripts created 10 years ago 
in Chicago by Michael Martin. Word-for-
word transcripts of noted people saying 
things they never meant for the public to 
hear: surveillance tapes, secretly recorded 
conversations, forgotten open mics, on-
camera diatribes, released emails, private 
correspondence ... Doors 7 pm, show 7:30; 
7pm, Mary’s Attic, 5400 N Clark

Hawaiian/Hula and Tahitian Dance Class 
Join us every Wednesday night at 8:20pm 
and learn the basics of pacific island danc-
ing. Learn how to dance Hula including 
Hula Auana (modern Hula) and Hula Ka-
hiko (ancient Hula), Tahitian dances such 
as the Otea and Aparima, and dances 
from other pacific islands like Guam and 
many more. 4057 N. Damen Ave. 8:30pm, 
http://www.islapacifika.com

Thursday, Feb. 25
Gays Got Talent The company behind Windy 

City Gay Idol, now in its 8th year, now ex-
pands the search for the most diverse and 
talented acts in Chicago’s GLBT commu-
nity with Gays Got Talent. The 2nd annual 
event will challenge America’s Got Talent 
to include more GLBT talent on their show. 
The search will begin with events at Spin 
(Feb. 25) and Roscoe’s (March 3). Up to 
20 contestants will perform each night. 
The act receiving the most audience votes 
will win $100 cash and will advance on 
to the Finals. The second and third place 
vote getters will also advance the Finals. 
The judges will vote two additional acts 
through to the Finals. The search culmi-
nates March 20 with a big talented gay va-

riety show at Sidetrack where someone will 
be crowned the audience favorite, winning 
$1000 cash, American Airlines tickets, 
Steppenwolf theater tickets, Miller Lite 
and Skyy vodka merchandise and more. 
Plus all acts at the finals will be submit-
ted on DVD to the casting department of 
TV’s America’s Got Talent. 8 pm sign-up, 9 
pm start time. 8pm, 734-834-0491, Spin 
Nightclub, 800 W. Belmont, www.windyci-
tymediagroup.com

Hot Mess Thursday at @mosphere Hot 
dancers hit the stage, while Michael & 
Billy pour $8 bud lite pitchers, $5 Absolut 
cosmos, and $3 well drinks all night. No 
cover! 9pm, @mosphere, 5355 N. Clark 
St., http://www.atmospherebar.com/

Cyon Flare with DJ Phil DaBeatz at Hy-
drate Nightspots presents Thursdays at 
Hydrate hosted by Cyon Flare with Chica-
goPride.com’s own, DJ Phil DaBeatz and 
hot strippers. Win cash and other prizes 
from 10:30pm to 1:30am; 10pm, Hydrate, 
3458 N. Halsted, http://www.hydratechi-
cago.com

Friday, Feb. 26
A Shared Evening of African Contempo-

rary Dance The CCBdance Project presents 
an evening of African based contemporary 
dance works comprised of cutting edge 
solos by Celia Weiss Bambara and Sylves-
tre Akakpo that deftly engage Haitian and 
West African contemporary dance. Tickets: 
$15 general admission, $12 students. 
Tickets can be purchased at www.brown-
papertickets.com. 7:30pm, 310-562-2435, 
http://hhttp://fcmmr.wordpress.com/
events-announcements/

Think Pink at Wang’s Gay hipsters invade 
Boystown as DJ Stinky Pinky delivers the 
smooth sounds and Wang’s features even 
smoother libations. 10pm, Wang’s, 3317 
N Broadway St, (Between Aldine & Buck-
ingham)

Saturday, Feb. 27
Miss Ruck and Maul Pageant 2010 Fund-

raiser for the Chicago Dragons Rugby 
Team. Back by popular demand: Ms. Iona 
Traylor. $20 advance, $25. 5pm, Sidetrack, 
3349 N Halsted St, http://www.chica-
godragons.org

Spotlight Humane: Chicago Humane So-
ciety of the United Statescocktail fund-
raiser, hosted by Jorja Fox of the hit 
CBS show “CSI.” Dancing, cocktails, hors 
d’oeuvres, silent auction and Humane 
Chicago Awards. Benefits “End Dogfight-
ing in Chicago,” a program of The Humane 
Society of the United States (www.hsus.
org).$150. 7pm, 847-287-8031, www.
spotlighthumane.com

BEHIV Fundraiser with Cleveland Leather 
Awareness Chicago area members of CLAW 
(Cleveland Leather Awareness Weekend) 
and KAOS Kontrol fundraiser for BEHIV’s 
life-saving programs. Sponsor reception 
from 9-midnight in the Club Room, plus a 
hot jock contest. Raffle and auction items 
will be available throughout the evening. 
9pm, 773-293-4740, Touche, 6412 N Clark 
St, http://www.behiv.org

Urbano: Hip Hop for All Clubhouse Produc-
tions presents URBANO every Saturday at 
Circuit Night Club. Music by DJ Kenae, DJ 
Corona and DJ Anton. Urban, House, Hip 
Hop and Reggaeton. Sexy Urbano Danc-
ers. $10; 11pm, Circuit Night Club, 3641 
N Halsted St, http://www.urbanochicago.
com

Sunday, Feb. 28 
The Joffrey Ballet Presents The Joffrey 

Ballet’s 2009-2010 “Season of Legends” 
continues with Sir Frederick Ashton’s Cin-
derella, back by popular demand. Widely 
considered one of the greatest ballet in-
terpretations of this timeless fairytale, 

Ashton’s Cinderella is an enchanting fan-
tasy full of splendor, humor and magic. 
2pm, 800-982-2787, Auditorium Theatre 
of Roosevelt University, 50 E Congress 
Pkwy, http://joffrey.org

An Afternoon of Hip-Hop and Break Dance 
Hip-hop masters Culture Shock Chicago 
are joined by Hypnotik dance troupe and 
student dancers from the Southport Per-
forming Arts Conservatory’s (SPACE) hip-
hop classes in an afternoon performance 
of hip-hop and break dancing performanc-
es. $4 suggested donation. All ages. 3pm, 
773-463-1200, http://www.southportarts.
com

Male Call with Miss Foozie Roscoe’s and 
ChicagoPride.com present Male Call with 
Miss Foozie. Here’s your chance to meet 
the unexpected and end the weekend 
right. 5pm, Roscoe’s Tavern, 3356 N Hal-
sted St, http://www.missfoozie.com

Monday, March 1 
LGBT Faith Conversation This group will 

use a variety of resources—articles, 
guest speakers, personal sharing, short 
documentaries and more from a variety 
of disciplines (psychology, religion, the-
ology, science, sociology, etc)—to help 
LGBTQ people reflect on their spiritual 
journeys. This group is a joint collabora-
tion of The Center on Halsted and Urban 
Village Church Chicago and will meet every 
Monday evening 7-8:30 pm thru March 1. 
773-263-9554, Center on Halsted, 3656 
N Halsted, http://www.meetup.com/gay-
and-christian/calendar/12303293

Viniyoga Monday Class at Yoga Now Edge 
Water Viniyoga class focusing on asana, 
pranayama and meditation. All levels wel-
come. Adjustments in teaching are made 
for the physical abilities of the attendees. 
$16 class fee. LaGenia Bailey, Certified AVI 
Instructor; 7:30pm, http://www.yoganow-
chicago.com

Tuesday, March 2
An Evening with Patti LuPone & Mandy 

Patinkin Two Tony Award-winning virtuo-
sos and lifelong friends are reunited for 
the first time since Evita. A concert and a 
unique musical love story told through the 
greatest songs written for stage. Through 
March. 7; 8pm, Cadillac Palace Theatre, 
151 W Randolph, http://broadwayinchi-
cago.com/tickets.php

Decade Tuesdays with DJ Heather Doble 
at Scarlet DJ Heather Doble brings you 
a new decade each week. Always a good 
time and some great specials! 9pm, Scar-
let, 3320 N Halsted, http://www.scarlet-
barchicago.com

Wed., March 3
Screening of Dreams Deferred: The Sakia 

Gunn Film Project You’ve probably heard 
of Matthew Shepard, but you may have 
never heard of Sakia Gunn, a 15-year-old 
out and proud young woman from New 
Jersey who identified as an “aggressive” 
homosexual woman of color. She was 
stabbed to death in 2003 by one of the 
two much older men whose sexual advanc-
es she rebuffed that night. The documen-
tary follows the reaction of the Newark 
community where several rallies and vigils 
were held, galvanizing the community and 
prompting several LGBT organizations to 
form, including the Newark Pride Alliance 
and Sakia Gunn Aggressives & Femmes, as 
well as a scholarship fund in her name. 
6-9 p.m. at Affinity, 5650 S. Woodlawn, 
http://www.blackyouthproject.com

In Her Shoes Chicago Launch Party Get 
inspired & inspire others. Women helping 
women. Massages, appetizers, live guitar 
folk and jazz music by Chris Parsons; 6pm, 
847-867-9585

Cirque du Soleil presents ALEGRIA 
Critically-acclaimed touring production 
Alegría will perform eight performances 
through March 7, 2010. International cast 
of 55 from 15 countries showcase breath-
taking acrobatics; 7:30pm, 800-745-3000, 

http://www.cirquedusoleil.com

Thursday, March 4 
The American Veterans for Equal Rights 

(gay veterans) Monthly meeting. AVER 
is a non-profit association dedicated to 
full and equal rights for all present and 
former members of the U.S. Armed Forces. 
7:30am, Center on Halsted, 3656 N Hal-
sted, www.averchicago.org

Artemis Singers free concert Artemis Sing-
ers lesbian feminist chorus Winter Concert 
will include old favorites plus new selec-
tions being developed for the upcoming 
Sister Singers Network 10th National 
Women’s Choral Festival June 30 – July 4 
at Loyola University Chicago; 7pm, 773-
764-4465, http://www.artemissingers.org

Stephen Sondheim 80th Q & A: Harris 
Theater Presents... Just prior to his 80th 
Birthday, composer and lyricist Stephen 
Sondheim will offer a personal and engag-
ing view in a live, unscripted conversa-
tion. 7:30 p.m., Harris Theater for Music 
and Dance, 205 E Randolph Dr, http://
www.harristheaterchicago.org

“A Night at the Oscars” starring Shirley 
Jones The Academy Award-winning star 
of classics including “Oklahoma!,” “Carou-
sel,” “The Music Man,” “Elmer Gantry” and 
hundreds of other film, stage and televi-
sion appearances, will join the 32-piece 
Hollywood Concert Orchestra for a night 
saluting the greatest music composed for 
and used in Hollywood films. “A Night at 
the Oscars” is a one-night-only event. 
$30.50 through Paramount Theatre box 
office at 630.896.6666 or online through 
Ticketmaster. 7:30pm, 630-896-6666, 
Paramount Theatre, 23 East Galena Boule-
vard, http://www.paramountarts.com

Saturday, March 6 
2010 Cabin Fever Ball, Women of the 

Western Suburbs 6-7pm cash bar, 7-8:30 
dinner, 8:30-12 dancing/cash bar. $32. 
Table of 8, $256. wowsevents@yahoo.
com; 6pm, 630-289-1000, http://www.
wowschicago.com/

Chicago Takes Off Chicago Takes Off “TV 
Land: Outside the BOX!” is a Broadway-
style musical revue that elevates the 
“strip-tease” to an art form. There are 
two show times: 7:30PM and 10:00PM! For 
tickets/information call, Rhett Lindsey at 
773-989-9400 x233; 7:30pm, 773-989-
9400 x233, Park West Chicago, 322 W Ar-
mitage Ave, http://www.tpan.com

Sunday, March 7 
“Out & Proud” screening “Out & Proud in 

Chicago” television documentary by WTTW 
Chicago tells the history of Chicago’s les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
citizens. Its timeline spans from the Civil 
War through present day. This parallel his-
tory of the city tells a story of invisibility, 
oppression, devastation, revolution and 
triumph. 5:30 p.m., www.wttw.com

TWISTER

Cirque du Soleil is presenting 
ALEGRIA at Sears Centre in 
Hoffman Estates through 
March 7.

Photo by Camirand

Wed., March 3

STRIP SERVICE
Saturday, March 6
Chicago Takes Off will reveal (almost) all at Park West, 
322 W. Armitage. 

Photo by Kat Fitzgerald (MysticImagesPhotography.com)
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EVEN STEPHEN

Stephen Sondheim 
(above) will participate 
in a Q&A at the Harris 
Theater for Music and 
Dance, 205 E. Randolph.

PR photo

Thursday, March 4
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	 “I really hate vaginas. I’m allergic to vagina.”—
Robert Pattinson discusses his Details magazine 
photoshoot where he had to sit for 12 hours 
with a number of naked women. While I’m sure 
I would feel the same way, somehow it sounds 
different coming from him.
	 Every once in a while, I feel it’s necessary 
to bring you news from various other facets of 
the world—for instance, science and history. 
A recent examination of King Tutankhamen’s 
mummy revealed that the boy king was actually 
more manly than previously thought. As I was 
reading the report, one line jumped out at me: 
“The penis of Tutankhamen, which is no longer 
attached to the body, is well-developed.” See? 
This column is like a frickin’ Nova special! 
	 I have a confession for you—I’ve never 
watched a single episode of Jersey Shore. I try 
to limit my trash intake to shows with some 
meritorious value—like Celebrity Rehab or Cops. 
However, I don’t live under a rock. I know who 
these people are, and I know they’re morons. 
Hot morons, but morons nonetheless. DJ Pauly D 
wants to be known for more than just decoupag-
ing his hair—he wants to give “The Situation” 
a run for his money in the abs department. 
That would explain why he’s sending around a 
pic where he’s only wearing undies. I’m pleased 
to report that his envious physique certainly 
caught my attention. And when there’s anything 
envious about the Jersey Shore cast, it should 
be time to end yet another column...but not 
quite yet!
	 I was recently catching up with one of my 
favorite people—the enormously talented Les-
lie Jordan. Last April, Leslie was supposed to 
bring his acclaimed one-man show, “My Trip 
Down the Pink Carpet,” to New York. Then the 
economy went south and plans were scrapped. 
But it takes a helluva lot more than a recession 
to stop this little dynamo. A year and four days 
after the originally scheduled opening, the show 
will turn up at off-Broadway’s Midtown Theatre. 
And he’s got a couple of starry names signed on 
as producers—Lily Tomlin and Jane Wagner. Lily 
worked with Leslie on the abandoned HBO series 
12 Miles Of Bad Road and fell in love with him: 
“I have seldom spent time working with anyone 
who so engaged me. What a storyteller!” Wagner 
adds, “Lily and I saw one of the early showcases 
and knew at once that we were seeing a perfor-
mance that we wanted to be a part of in any 
way possible.” It opens April 19 for a limited 
12-week run—but when it comes to Leslie, the 
possibilities are limitless.
	 Over the years, we’ve spilt much ink (and oth-

er fluids) extolling the virtues of model Joseph 
Sayers. He’s one of those rare individuals who 
looks better the older he gets. The diminutive 
dude just did a shoot for iSoul Studios without 
a stitch of clothing. OK, nothing strange about 
that. He showed off his fantastic physique. Been 
there, done that, still enjoy seeing it. He even 
showed a hint of dick. Check. And then—BAM—
full frontal, baby! Admittedly, we’ve seen his 
penis before. In fact, it looked slightly more im-
pressive in those infamous pics from that Florida 
motel room prior to his fame (yes, they’re still 
on our Web site). But, I dunno—somehow he 
looks even hotter now. Maybe it’s the profes-
sional lighting. Maybe it’s the touch of shaving 
around the base to make it look bigger. (We all 
know that trick.) Maybe it’s being the ripe old 
age of 26! Whatever the reason, you should defi-
nitely check them out at BillyMasters.com.
	 Since we’re in the middle of Olympic fever, I 
thought it would be fun to tackle a male figure 
skater. Not literally. But in our “Ask Billy” ques-
tion, which comes from Paul in Rhode Island: 
“Everyone always assumes male skaters are gay, 
but is that true? And what about the hot French 
guy—someone told me he was outed in a maga-
zine.”
	 You’re right—the usual assumption is that 
male skaters are gay. And yet, for something 
that is a foregone conclusion, very few skaters 
are actually out. For every Brian Orser there’s a 
Boitano. For every Rudy Galindo there’s a Miss 
Weir. The spandex-clad Frenchman Paul is asking 
about is Brian Joubert, who is indeed hot. And 
who was indeed outed. And who indeed sued for 
slander. And who indeed won. What’s fascinating 
about this story is that the allegations originat-
ed with his ex-girlfriend! Oui, oui, there’s a twist 
you didn’t see coming! Back in 2005, he began 
a romantic relationship with Laetitia Bleger, 
Miss France 2004 (so she still had that new car 
smell). After they broke up, she said: “I gave 
everything to Brian, and in return I received 
nothing. I loved him too quickly. He used my 
reputation to make people believe that he went 
out with girls.” Well, she said it in French, but 
it’s still a pretty damning statement—especially 
from a chick wearing a sash! Brian sued Laeti-
tia and the magazines who printed the quote 
for “breach of privacy”—which doesn’t mean he 
isn’t gay ... just that it isn’t their place to talk 
about it. Kinda like a French version of “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell”. He did win—a paltry 40,000 Eu-
ros, which is roughly the price of dinner in Paris. 
C’est la vie!
	 The upside pour moi is that I get to run some 
very hot pics of Joubert on BillyMasters.com. 
How hot? If you liked him in Lycra, wait till you 
see him out of it! Yes, mes ami, naked!
	 When I’m flaunting my laissez-faire attitude, 
it’s definitely time to end yet another column. 
This one was chock full of body parts, some-
thing I clearly specialize in. Which leads to my 
big announcement. I will be appearing at Jef-
frey Sanker’s White Party in Palm Springs—not 
once, but twice. On Friday night, I’ll be hosting 
an underwear contest in the lobby of fabulous 
Renaissance Palm Spring Hotel. (The poor place 
will never be the same.) And the next night, I 
will be handling white-carpet arrivals with the 
fabulous Candis Cayne. Hilarity will undoubtedly 
ensue. You can get more info (and tickets) at 
www.JeffreySanker.com. But, for the best deal, 
I recommend going to www.BillyMasters.com, 
where I never steer you wrong! For your more 
pressing needs, just drop a note to me at Billy@
BillyMasters.com and I promise to get back to 
you before I get to the bottom of King Tut’s 
penis! So, until next time, remember, one man’s 
filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

Lily Tomlin (here as Ernestine) is strollin’ 
down the carpet.
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Megan 
Matteson
rolls on as
Zoe Trocious
By Ross Forman
	
Megan Matteson had only been on roller skates a 
few times in her life—all while in middle school. 
So she had no interest in joining the Windy City 
Rollers (WCR), but rather, a local rugby league, 
the sport she played in college.

“I had a friend already on the [roller derby] 
league, Ada Hatelace, and after watching her 
play in every game for over a season, it slowly 
grew on me,” said Matteson, 29, who lives in Chi-
cago’s Lincoln Square neighborhood. “The more 
I watched [roller derby], the more I thought, ‘I 
could do that!’

“My friend took me to the roller rink and said, 
‘As long as you’re not clinging to the wall the 
entire time, the rest will come; we can teach 
you how to skate. You’re an athlete and in great 
shape, so you should give it a try.’”

A month later, Matteson was trying out on 
borrowed skates. And a few months after that, 
she was drafted to the Manic Attackers, one of 
four teams in the WCR.

Matteson blossomed into Zoe Trocious.
“I tried out for the Windy City Rollers in June 

of 2008, and was drafted to the Manic Attackers 
that October. I was really lucky and proud to 
have been drafted so quickly to a home team,” 
she said. “On the Manics, I eventually will be a 
regular jammer; that’s what I’ve been working 
towards, and where I’ll start to play more this 
season.

“During my first season [in 2009], it was more 
about being a body on the track and trying to 
learn quickly how to be useful and get a good 
feel for the game. I often got put in as an of-
fensive blocker, though I don’t know how suc-
cessful I have ever been in that role. I think my 
strengths blocking lend more to defense. As a 
blocker, I rely more on being agile and annoy-
ing—always on someone with my bony hips and 
shoulders, never letting them get around me, or 
jumping in front of them last second and forcing 
a back-blocking penalty. 

“I’m too small to deliver the really devastating 
hits, I think—at least right now. When I learn 
to use my weight more I’ll be able to. Although 
I can sneak between people myself, when you’re 
little, it can be more difficult to really move a 
bigger blocker who’s in your jammer’s way. How-
ever, eventually I would like to play on the travel 
team, and to do that, I need to be able to play 
any position—which means not only becoming 
the best jammer I can be, but figuring out how 
to block effectively, with whatever I’ve got.”

Matteson is a Michigan native who moved to 
Chicago after graduating from Michigan State 
University in 2004. She is a programmer for Pay-
locity.

Matteson is one of several lesbians in the local 
roller derby league.

“I watched the Manics lose over and over and 
over again [before joining the team]. But, com-
ing onto that team in 2009, I could feel that 
something had shifted, things were different,” 
she said. “I was really fortunate to have been 
part of the championship 2009 season, not just 
because it’s fun to win, but because it taught 
me a lot as a skater about what it takes to be 
successful. We didn’t just breeze through our 
season, even if it may have seemed that way 
because we won most of the games leading up 
to the championship. I particularly feel lucky 
that I got to skate with skaters like Ying O’Fire 
and Helsa Wayten and Malice with Chains, before 
they either retired or moved on to other things. 
I learned a lot from having them as teammates. 
I feel like, with 2009 under my belt, and added 
to that my participation in the inaugural sea-
son of a ‘B-string’ travel team this summer, I’m 
ready to be a skater the Manics can count on 
in 2010.”

The 2010 WCR season opened in late January.
“I’ve always played sports where I could rely 

on the fact that I’m very fast. But, I am not 
so fast on skates,” Trocious said. “And usually 
I consider myself to be an agile person, but it 
is like learning to walk all over again in some 
ways. Every way I moved my body had to be 
re-learned to function while rolling along at 
high speed. It is still something I struggle with. 
Some skaters come to the league with a lot of 
skating experience, but no sports experience 
and/or in terrible fitness. Others like me come 
in with fitness, but have to learn to be good 
skaters. It’s an interesting mix. It has definitely 
pushed me to learn a lot of new things, and to 
approach sports in a new way. As a fellow Manic, 
Mo Vengeance, has [said] it before: what other 
sport can you think of where there are two balls 
in play at once? Roller derby is athletically chal-
lenging, but it’s also mentally challenging and a 
true team sport.”

WCR holds once-a-month matches at the UIC 
Pavilion, including Feb. 21, March 27 and April 
10.

“This season I hope to be in the main jam-
mer rotation for my home team, and to hopefully 
defend our title as league champions; I want 
to feel more a part of that trophy this year,” 
Trocious said. “Personally, I also want to parlay 
my experience playing more this year into trying 
out for, and making, the travel team this season, 
though I’ve had some [injury] setbacks recently. 
I was not skating for a few months [late last 
year] and have felt a little out of shape and 
behind schedule as this season starts. But I’m 
not one to ever give up. Ask me again later this 

season how I’m doing, and I’ll have something 
good to tell you.”

Matteson is one of many lesbians in the 
league. Heck, there are several other lesbians on 
her team.

“We haven’t done much of anything to market 
[WCR] specifically to the LGBT community, but 
that is something I think we might want to work 
on in the future,” she said. “We have had some 
gay groups buy tickets as social outings for their 
organizations and I hope to see more of that. 
Roller derby has a little more interesting subcul-
ture surrounding the sport rather than a typical 
sports-fan atmosphere; it definitely is welcom-
ing to LGBT fans. We’ve had The Power of Cheer 
perform at a lot of our bouts—sometimes I won-
der what the more typical (straight) sports fans 
in the audience will think of them, but actually 
they are always our most well-received half-time 
performance during the season. Because of the 
culture of derby, I think there’s a lot of overlap 
between the derby community and the queer/
queer-friendly community. 

WCR is a logical stop for the lesbian commu-
nity, Matteson said.

“There are hot girls on skates, playing a fast-
paced and highly physical sport,” she said. “But 
really, lesbians on the whole seem to really get 
into their women’s sports, so it’s been a mystery 
to me why we haven’t garnered a larger lesbian 
fan-base.” 

Wanna know more about Megan Matteson, 
aka, Zoe Trocious? Here goes:

—“I moved here after college to work, live in 
a bigger place, and live somewhere that I could 
get around in without owning a car,” she said. 
“I’ve lived in Chicago about five years now and 
I feel pretty settled here now, which I honestly 
didn’t expect. I thought I would move around 
more before being in a city where I could feel 
so at home.”

—Matteson attended Hanover-Horton High 
School in Horton, Mich.: “Yes, it was so small 
that it required a hyphen; my school combined 
two neighboring farm towns worth of people, 
and yet I graduated in a class of about 80; that 
was in 1998. 

—Went to Michigan State University from 
1998-2004: “I started out as an art major, then 
switched to mathematics, then eventually grad-
uated with a general liberal arts degree.”

—Status: “I guess I identify as lesbian, in 
that I haven’t dated or thought about dating 
men since I was in high school. Once I had that 
realization about myself and was comfortable 
with it, I never went back. But I don’t think 
about the labels involved with it very much.”

— “The [WCR] league is extremely diverse and 
open minded and queer friendly.

—Favorite TV show(s): “I only ever watch 
television shows via Netflix, or online. Even 
before derby began to take up pretty much my 

every evening, I’ve never liked blocking my time 
around television airing schedules. That being 
said, I don’t watch that much TV at all, really. 
I like Glee. I was watching Dollhouse because 
I’ve always been a big Joss Whedon fan, but I 
am not caught up. Not many shows are grabbing 
me right now.”

—Favorite Movie(s): “I am a huge fan of for-
eign cinema, especially French, and horror mov-
ies. I also usually see things that were based on 
books, and try to compare them to the book—I 
read a lot and it’s sort of an amateur field of 
study for me; adaptations.”

—Favorite professional sport: “Strangely, I am 
not at all a sports fan. I’ve never even been to 
a real baseball game or football game. I want to 
go sometime, though, since I live in Chicago. I 
do enjoy watching football with my father, but I 
don’t follow it. “

—Little-known skills or traits: “I took piano 
lessons for six years, and I’ve played drums in 
two garage bands. Plus, I can juggle.”

—Hobbies: She enjoys reading: “I read at 
least one book a week, mostly fiction, and I fol-
low about 30 comic book titles. I play World of 
Warcraft when I want to totally escape. I see a 
lot of French films, usually alone, and although 
I don’t paint that much anymore, I write/draw 
my own comics.”

—Final quote: “I’m single! No, no, just kid-
ding. I’m really proud that I’m a member of 
one of the top [derby] leagues in the nation. 
Whenever I travel to watch our travel team play 
in other cities, it’s hard to describe but I really 
feel a lot of pride in Chicago and WCR. We’re 
hosting nationals this year and not only do I 
hope we win them, but, I hope that I’m a part 
of that, even in some small way; that’s the goal 
I’m working towards. If you want to see roller 
derby at its best, plan on setting aside some 
time in November for WCR domination! And in 
the meantime, come see me at a home game! As 
a new jammer for the Manics this season, I could 
use some fans cheering my name.”

Sundance Channel
running Weir show

The Sundance Channel is running the reality-
TV show Be Good, Johnny Weir—featuring the 
Olympian figure skater in the title—on Mondays 
at 9:30 p.m. through March 22.

“Be Good Johnny Weir” delivers an absorbing 
portrait of an athlete whose personality is as 
big as his talent. Bright, quick-witted and ex-
troverted, Weir is as comfortable walking in a 
downtown New York fashion show as he is on the 
ice, and he is known for giving candid, irrever-
ent, responses at press events. Be Good Johnny 
Weir” follows Weir as he competes all over the 
globe, culminating in his appearance at the U.S. 
Men’s Nationals in January.	

See www.sundancechannel.com/johnny-weir/.
Weir recently placed sixth in the 2010 Winter 

Olympics.

Dutch lesbian
wins Olympic gold

Lesbian speed skater Ireen Wüst, who hails 
from the Netherlands, won the gold medal in the 
women’s 1,500-meter event Feb. 22, according 
to an EDGE Boston article.

She has had her personal life—which includes 
a relationship with another female skater, Sanne 
van Kerkhof—covered extensively, which Wüst 
has resented. “I want to talk about ice skating,” 
Wüst told a reporter, EurOut.com reported Feb. 
14. “You are not asking [straight male skater] 
Sven Kramer about how his relationship is going. 
So why would you ask me? If I would’ve had a 
relationship with a guy, you wouldn’t have asked 
me either.” Matthew Mitcham, the openly gay 
Australian diver who won gold during the 2008 
Summer Olympics, is one of Wüst’s friends.

Wüst won one gold and one bronze medal at 
the 2006 Turin Winter Olympics. She placed sev-
enth in this year’s 3,000-meter event.

22 Feb. 24, 2010

Competitive 	W	  L
Jackhammer		 4	 1 
3160		  4            	 1 
Sidetrack		  4	 2 
Roscoe’s		  2	 4
Hamburger Mary’s	 3	 3 
Solfire Realty	 0	 6

 

Intermediate 	W	  L 
T’s			   5	 1 
Sidetrack		  4        	 2
Sofo		  3	 2
Gotcha Covered Blinds	 4	 2
Crew		  4       	 3 
Apocalypse		  1	 5
Hamburger Mary’s	 0	 7 

Recreational 	W	  L 
Big Chicks	  	 6	 0
T’s			   5	 1 
Spin		  3	 3
Taste of Heaven	 2	 4
Triad Entertainment	 1	 5
The Green Team	 1	 5

—Teams listed by sponsor

2010 WCAA Men’s Basketball

Megan Matteson. Photo courtesy of Matteson

Megan
Matteson
aka Zoe
Trocious.
Photo
courtesy of
Matteson
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Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC
A widely published author and speaker,  
Ray is a legal authority on all of his practice 
areas, which include probate, trusts, 
guardianship, estate planning, and elder law, 
including the litigation of those areas.

He is a longtime advocate for and member of the LGBT 
community, and is involved in several charitable groups, 
community associations, and professional organizations. 
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Total average savings of $489*

Getting to know you helps me find all 
the auto discounts you deserve. Like a 
good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

You’re a 
neighbor, 
not a 
number. 

P090119 06/09

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL 60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

linda@lindakuczka.com

*Average annual household savings based on national 2009 survey of new policyholders 
who reported savings by switching to State Farm.

Making every point matter!

4922 N. Clark St.
Chicago, IL 60640
773-561-0366
HPASonline.com
reachus@HPASonline.com

Complete Auto Repair
and Body Shop

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    
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ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

25% off all custom framing!25% off all custom framing!

Counseling practice 
specializing in adoption

I see birth mothers, adult adoptees, families with
adopted children and people considering adoption

as a way to build their family. I have facilitated 
several same sex adoptions. I am an adult adoptee,

have an adopted son and am in contact with my
birth family for 12 years.

Peggy Lynch, AM, LCSW
847-492-8182 • plynch300@gmail

1599 Maple Ave., Evanston

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

www.hpasonline.com
www.tsamislaw.com
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1033 Chicago Avenue
Evanston

847-866-7600
www.vwofevanston.com

Over 200 
Volkswagens 

In Stock!

#1 Volume Mazda Store in IL for 2006, 
2007 & 2008 according to MNAO

1015 Chicago Avenue
Evanston

847-866-9666
www.mazdaofchicagoland.com Test Drive a Mazda Today!

*0% APR financing on select models with approved credit in lieu of rebates. **With approved credit. ^0% APR for 60 mos. = 
$16.67 financed per $1000 w/approved credit. ^^$500-$1000 rebate on 2010 MAZDA3 with approved credit.***Owner loyalty from 
$500-$1000 on select models with approved credit on current Mazda owners in the household. All rebates and incentives applied. 

Dealer not responsible for pricing errors in advertisement. Offer expires 3 days from date of publication.

WE WANT YOUR TRADE IN!!
900%

APR
Financing^^

Days until 
1st Payment

^0% APR for 60 mos. = $16.67 per $1000 financed w/qual. credit on Tiguan and GTI. 0% APR for 66 mos. = $15.15 financed per $1000 w/qual. credit on 2010 Volkswagen Routan and 0% APR for 72 mos. = $13.89 financed per $1000 w/qual. credit on 2010 Volkswagen 
Passat. ^^2.9% APR for 48 mos.=$22.09 per $1,000 financed w/qual. Credit. *Pre-Certified pricing. **3.9% APR for 60 mos.=$18.37 per $1,000 financed w/qual credit. Add tax, title, license and doc fee. Dealer not responsible for pricing errors. Offer expires 03/01/10.

*Closed end lease w/approved credit. Security deposit waived w/approved credit. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear and/or mileage. **0% APR for 60 
mos. = $16.67 per $1000 financed w/approved credit. ^^0% APR on select models w/qual. credit. ^To qualified buyers w/approved credit. ***3.9 for 60 mos. 

= $18.37 per $1000 financed on 2007 and newer Nissan’s w/approved credit. All rebates & incentive applied. Add tax, title, license and doc fee. 

$2999 due at lease signing. Includes 1st mos. payment. No security deposit required.

2009 MAZDA5 Sport
Auto Trans, Stk #PM13581, 
Vin#JM1CR293390341935

$13,988Buy
For

0%APR
Available^^

$500-$5000
REBATES FROM

0% APR on 2010 Volkswagen Passat Sedan for 72 mos. Routan for 66 mos. 
Tiguan and GTI for 60 mos. thru VCI w/qual. credit. Offer ends 3/31/10.from 60-72 mos.^

#1 Fastest Growing Nissan Store in 
IL for 2006, 2007 & 2008www.autobarnnissan.com

847-475-82001012 Chicago Avenue Evanston

TOYOTA 
OWNERS GET 

AN ADDITIONAL

New 2010 Nissan Sentra SR

$2999 due at lease signing. Includes 1st mos.  
payment. No security deposit required.

$139 per mo/
39 mos.*

Lease For:

OR
REBATE^

$500
PLUS 0% APR

For 60 mos.**

$2999 due at lease signing. Includes 1st mos.  
payment. No security deposit required.

$199 per mo/
39 mos.*

Lease For:

OR

REBATE^

$1000

New 2010 Nissan Altima Sedan

$2999 due at lease signing. Includes 1st mos.  
payment. No security deposit required.

$199 per mo/
39 mos.*

Lease For:

OR

REBATE^

$500

New 2010 Nissan Rogue

3.99% APR
for 60 mos. ** *

2008 Volkswagen 
New Beetle Coupe
ONLY 50 Miles, Stk#P13772 ........$16,997
2006 Volkswagen 
Passat 3.6L Sport
31K Miles, Stk#P13482 .................$16,997
2009 Volkswagen 
Routan
Silver, 2K Mi, Stk#P13627 .............$18,997
2009 Volkswagen 
CC Sport
Iron Grey, StkP13664 ...................$23,997

2004 Volkswagen 
Phaeton w12
Black, Stk#EV8649A ....................$28,997
2008 Volkswagen 
R32
AWD, 19K Mi, Stk#P13776 ...........$28,997

*

*

*

*

*

*
PLUS $500

AUTO SHOW COUPON
On 2010 GTI. Expires 3/31/10.

2010 Volkswagen Tiguan 2010 Volkswagen GTI
2010 Volkswagen Passat

2010 Volkswagen Routan

$1000 
 REBATE!^

Mazda

Mazda

Mazda

0% APR  

Mazda

An

Limited
Dealership

THE ALL NEW

2.9%
for 48 mos.

On select certified 
pre-owned models w/

approved credit thru VCI. 
Offer ends 3/31/10. See 

dealer for details.^̂

3.9%
for 60 mos.

On select pre-owned 
models w/approved credit 

thru VCI. Offer ends 3/31/10. 
Offer ends 3/31/10. See 

dealer for details.**

AND

$500 
Customer 
Cash^^

0% APR
for 60 mos.^ 

$500 to $1000
Owner Loyalty^^^

2010 
MAZDA3

2010 Mazda CX-9

on ALL 2010 
MAZDA3’s
& CX-9’s

$500 
Customer 
Cash^^

www.autobarnnissan.com
www.vwofevanston.com
www.mazdaofchicagoland.com

