
LGBTs rally
on May Day
By Yasmin Nair

Rainbow flags dotted the landscape of this 
year’s May Day rally, as an amorphous LGBTQ 
contingent marched along with groups demand-
ing the legalization of the undocumented; work-
er’s rights; and an end to raids and deportations. 
While official tallies put the numbers at about 
15,000, Jorge Mujica of the March 10 Movement 
(a key organizing group) put the number closer 
to 50,000 in a post-march interview. Marchers 
felt that while the numbers were fewer than 
last year’s, the issues were still as tangible for 
queers and immigrants.
	 This was not the first time that queers have 
marched at the May Day immigration rally, but it 

This is the first of a two-part account of Christy 
Webber and Jennie Rule’s journey to mother-
hood.

By Owen Keehnen

It’s tough to out-butch Christy Webber. The 
small-town girl from Montrose, Mich. (near 
Flint), grew up loving to hunt, fish, skate and 
snowmobile. The outdoors was her playground. 
As a teen she was the National Powder Puff 
Motorcross Champion. She attended college at 
the University of Denver, where she received 
her Bachelor’s Degree in physical education and 
played sports for the university, most notably 
as a star on the women’s basketball team. After 
college Webber worked briefly as a P.E. teacher, 
but always felt she had some bigger contribu-
tion to make. Soon after, she discovered that 
something and over the next two decades Web-
ber has made an impressive name for herself in 
Chicago with her landscaping business. 
	 Jennie Rule met Christy Webber eight years 
ago at Girlbar on North Halsted. That night, 
Rule recalls coming down the stairs and being 
first captivated by Webber’s white shoes. At first 
glance she thought, “Thank God; finally a lesbian 
with some fashion sense!” At that point in her 
life, Rule had been with a couple of women, but 
was looking to go back to men. In the months 
to come, Webber would change all that. 
	 A theater major at Western Michigan Univer-
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Sweet Fashions 
Cool clothes, hot models and tasty food were all in abundance at the “2008 Chicago House 
Spring Brunch & Fashion Show: Candyland Couture” at the Winter Garden of Harold Washington 
Library, 400 S. State, on May 4. Among those in attendance was former “Project Runway” 
contestant Steven Rosengard (right photo). Photos by Kat Fitzgerald; see more on page 7, at 
www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com and at www.MysticImagesPhotography.com
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A then-pregnant Christy Webber (left) and partner Jennie Rule. Photo by Brian McConkey
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American Family Insurance presents Howard Brown Health Center’s

May 19, 2008      Museum of Contemporary Art      220 E Chicago Ave

A Food and Wine Tasting Extravaganza
with Event Chair Sandy Zurawicz & Honorary Co-Chairs Rosemary Rocha 
and Teresita J.Diaz, in support of our community’s women.

5:30 – 6:30 PM  PREMIER SPONSOR RECEPTION
  & AWARD CEREMONY

Honoring Cornerstone Award Winner SIMONE KOEHLINGER 
For her tireless efforts as a LGBT researcher, advocate, and educator.

6:30 – 9:30 PM  A TASTE FOR EVERY PALATE

To purchase tickets online, please visit www.howardbrown.org. 
Please RSVP by May 12, 2008. This is a smoke-free event. 
Questions about A Taste? Interested in donating to the silent auction? 
Contact Jason Cencirulo at 773-388-8992.

$150 PREMIER SPONSOR TICKETS 
$75 STANDARD TICKETS ($100 at the door)

THANK YOU TO OUR DELICIOUS SPONSORS (AS OF 03/31/2008)

Presenting Sponsor: American Family Insurance
Gold Sponsors: CNA, McGuire Woods, American Airlines
Media Sponsors: Chicago Pride, Dykediva.com, Chicago Free Press, Gay Chicago, 
GreatDoings.com, Today’s Chicago Woman, Windy City Media Group

4025 North Sheridan Road 
Chicago, Illinois  60613 
773.388.1600 
www.howardbrown.org
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HOORAY FOR MOLLYWOOD
Like, oh my God! Check out Scooty 
& Jojo’s Mollywood, now playing at 
Mary’s Attic and The Spot.
Photo by Cassandra Damm

Models were part of the scene at Chicago 
House’s Spring Brunch & Fashion Show. 
See page 7.

Photo by Kat Fitzgerald

Psychiatrist Martha Hernandez, M.D., talks 
about being part of BEHIV’s mental-health 
team. See page 11.

Photo by Frank Failing of Male Image Photography
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At the heart of the trend-setting West Loop is PURE. 
67 exclusive residences set within an artful composition 
of glass, steel and concrete. From its spacious 
floorplans to the intoxicating views of the city from the 
floor-to-ceiling windows, PURE was carefully designed 
and crafted with your modern needs in mind. 

exclusive living at 24 SOUTH MORGAN
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For more information:
Tim Duquette/ Christine Hancock    312.296.9300
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ENLIGHTENED LIVING TAKES ON A 
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ULTIMATE SYMBOL FOR LIVING AND 
FEELING IN THE 21ST CENTURY.
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AIDSWatch 
2008
by Bob Roehr 
 
Frustration, hope and a dedication to change 
through the coming election were common 
threads marking AIDSWatch 2008 at a rally at 
the foot of the Capitol April 29. The theme was 
“AIDS at Home.” 
	 “We have more information about this disease 
than any other … yet we do not take this in-
formation and use it to do something about the 
problem in the proper way,” said Rep. Maxine 
Waters, D-Calif. “In the final analysis, the money 
appropriated does not match the talk.” 
	 “We have an opportunity to ask our candidates 
about the issues. We know that they have waxed 
eloquently about healthcare in general. I have 
heard no specific discussion about HIV/AIDS,” 
she said. 
	 “I have heard no specific commitment to in-
creasing the funding for AIDS from any of the 
candidates. Now, their hearts may be in the right 
places, but I want to hear them talk about it. I 
want to hear them make it a priority.” 
	 Waters is a superdelegate to the Democratic 
National Convention and has endorsed Sen. Hil-
lary Clinton.
	 She spoke movingly of her own dedication 
to the fight against AIDS, from the early days 
meeting people kicked out of their homes by 
their families, through her own sister’s struggle 
and ultimate death from the disease, to the on-
going fights for funding. 
	 “Anybody can rattle off the facts. … But when 
are we going to get to the national strategy? The 
well-defined plan that talks about the respon-
sibility of all aspects of our society, that will 
identify the resources that are needed, the work 
that is to be done, by whom it is going to be 
done, the goals we are going to set—it is time 
for us to get a national strategy.” 
 	

	 The U.S. requires that the countries it helps 
through PEPFAR (President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief) develop a national HIV/AIDS plan, 
but the U.S. lacks one of its own. Programs are 
fragmented and gaps are numerous. 
	 Waters lambasted the Bush administration for 
its current budget proposal that increases Ryan 
White funding “only by a measly $1.1 million 
this year, while it would require an increase of 
$614 million just to meet the bare needs of this 
country.” The proposed budget would cut CDC 
HIV prevention funding by $2 million, while an 
increase of $832 million is needed. 
	 “Ladies and gentlemen, It is not enough to 
say that I am sick and tired of George W. Bush; I 
am. But we have to be clear when we talk to our 
friends about what we expect from them.”
	 “I wish I could tell you that I am confident 
that we are going to get the increases, that we 
are going to get a President and a White House 
that will work with us to develop a national 
strategy—but I’m not. That is why we have got 
to ask the questions,” said Waters. 
	 Democratic control of Congress has not brought 
increased funding for HIV programs. 
	 Assistant Majority Leader Sen. Dick Durbin, D-
Ill., said learning that basketball star “Magic” 
Johnson had AIDS brought home the fact that 
“it was a problem that could reach into the lives 
of anyone.” A congressional hearing soon there-
after left him so shaken that he went home to 
Chicago and called his three teenage kids into 
the room to talk with them about AIDS. 
	 Durbin said the entire annual budget of the 
Ryan White CARE Act is just over $2 billion; 
“That is one week in the war in Iraq. And when 
we talk about expanding it, the [Bush] adminis-
tration says we can’t afford it.” 
	 “It is heartbreaking to me that we are spend-
ing $10-15 billion a month on a war in Iraq and 
say that we can’t afford the basic health care 
that people need through the Ryan White CARE 
Act.” 
 	 “A strong American begins at home with a car-
ing leader who reaches out to help the people of 
this country,” the Senator said. 
	 Rep. Donna M. Christian-Christensen, D-Virgin 
Islands, said, “With the overwhelming numbers 
in sub-Saharan Africa and the growing global 
epidemic, too often the needs at home have not 
been placed at the same level of importance. 
When one looks at the picture of HIV/AIDS here, 
at least in the African-American community, it 
begins to parallel what is seen in the Caribbe-
an.” 
	 “With the overwhelming numbers in sub-Saha-
ran Africa and the growing global epidemic, too 
often the needs at home have not been placed 
at the same level of importance. When one looks 
at the picture of HIV/AIDS here, at least in the 
African-American community, it begins to paral-
lel what is seen in the Caribbean.” 
	 She called for programs that are “free of all 
of the political and ideological limitations that 
have been placed on AIDS funding in this coun-
try and around the world these past few years.” 
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was the first time that queer groups had issued 
a call-out to organize under rainbow flags. 
At the rally itself, several queer immigrants 
marched along with groups like the youth con-
tingent of the March 10 Movement, while oth-
ers looked to march under the rainbow flag as 
the official queer block. The LGBTQ presence 
seemed, at first, to consist largely of non-im-
migrants, a fact commented on by some. 
	 Mariela Alburges was among those who came 
to march as part of the queer contingent: “I’m 
definitely here because of the call-out.” She 
was positive about the potential for solidar-
ity among queers and immigrants, but she also 
said, “A lot of the visibility is being taken or 
being overshadowed by the white queer com-
munity. … It’s important for [our] allies to 
also acknowledge that we need more queer im-
migrant leaders to be out here. The front lines 
don’t have to be headed by white queer men. I 
am a little worried about how we’re organizing 
ourselves.” 
	 One young non-immigrant marcher acknowl-
edged the largely white queer presence but 
said, “It’s mostly but not exclusively white. ... 
A lot of the LGBT organizing is racially divided; 
a lot of it is white-focused.” She spoke about 
the need for solidarity, a word that echoed 
through the crowd.
	 The queer contingent was eventually joined 
by ALMA (Association of Latino Men for Ac-
tion). Opinions on what constituted queer im-
migrant issues varied based on how the march-
ers identified themselves, and there seemed to 
be some confusion about the issue of marriage 
and binational couples. While many spoke 
about the need for what Andy Thayer of GLN 
(Gay Liberation Network) called “equal natu-
ralization rights for binational couples,” they 
were surprised to learn that the issue only af-
fects documented people. 
	 There was more clarity about the war on 
Iraq, as this year’s rally was the first one to 
take on an explicitly anti-war agenda. An or-
ganizer with the March 10 Movement said this 
was because “a lot of immigrants … are at the 
front lines of the war,” and because there has 
been a significant shift in public attitudes to-
wards the war. Thayer, whose group is involved 
in anti-war efforts, spoke about immigration 
issues and the war, and the possible reasons 
for the dip in attendees: “People are frustrated 
because they come out against the war but 
politicians have ignored us. We are at a march 
today whose central demand is legalization but 
that is not at on the agenda of any of the ma-
jor presidential candidates. Instead, you’ve got 
Barack Obama appropriating the immigration 
slogan ‘Sí, se puede’ (‘Yes, we can’) but sup-
porting building the damn border fence. That 
is crass opportunism at its worst.”
	 In talking about the smaller numbers, Thayer 
acknowledged people’s frustration but also 

said that “some people are [living with] the 
mistaken notion that Santa Claus is going to 
come on Nov. 4, and they’re in for a very rude 
awakening. ... These issues aren’t going to go 
away.” For queer immigrants at the march, the 
issues were somewhat different, as were the 
reasons why there might be fewer people. Ni-
cole Perez, who has ties to the immigrant com-
munity, said: “I know people who are getting 
deported because of no-match letters. People 
who are undocumented, afraid in a world where 
fear is a real issue, who couldn’t get out of 
work ... Safety is an intense issue. I’m here for 
my family, people who are undocumented, too 
afraid to march, people who can’t take the time 
to march.”
	 For Alburges, the march was about, “basic 
healthcare access … the basic recognition of 
us being immigrant as well as queer … and of 
[not] having to choose between our identities 
… between my latinidad and my queerness.” 
Jorge Cestou spoke about equal marriage rights 
for queers: “We have the same challenges as 
the mainstream gay community—marriage is 
not recognized between gays and we have to 
deal with [the fact that] we cannot immigrate 
our partners.”
	 This year’s rally also saw a larger youth pres-
ence than at previous rallies. Mujica pointed 
out that “these are the sons and daughters of 
those who marched in previous years. Many 
can’t vote because they’re under 18, or are un-
documented, or have parents who are undocu-
mented. So the alternative is to march.” 
	 Overall, most were positive about the effects 
of a queer presence at the march, and thought 
that it furthered what Perez called a “multi-
issue agenda.” Aurora Pineda pointed out the 
difference from previous years, where she and 
her partner, Karen Rothstein, had felt gawked 
at. Rothstein missed the queer spectacle of 
last year’s march, but for Pineda, “There’s great 
energy; [queers are] so sure of themselves. 
They [the people marching] don’t give a fuck.” 
Pineda and Rothstein brought their three-
month-old son to the march, and their pres-
ence dovetailed with the cries for preserving 
families that rang throughout the march. 

RALLY from cover

Karen Rothstein (left), Aurora Pineda and 
their son. Photo by Yasmin Nair

U.S. Rep. Maxine Waters, D-Calif. Photo by 
Bob Roehr
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UCC churches seek
to include LGBTs
By AMY WOOTEN

In order to further boost LGBT inclusion, the 
leaders of nearly a dozen North Side United 
Church of Christ (UCC) churches are putting their 
heads together.
	 While hundreds of UCC churches and ministries 
have gone one step beyond saying they are wel-
coming to LGBT folks by officially and publicly 
declaring to be open and affirming (ONA), this 
cluster of North Side ONA UCC churches wants to 
take it a step further. A consortium of North Side 
UCC ONA churches, which includes several with 
openly gay and lesbian leaders, started meeting 
to reassess their participation in the local queer 
community. They wish to re-evaluate where 
these area churches are now and what should be 
done next.
	 Several North Side churches are involved in 
this effort, including Bethany UCC, Bethlehem 
UCC, Church of the Three Crosses, St. Paul’s UCC, 
Wellington Avenue UCC and others.
	 The area is already unique in that a large ma-
jority of the UCC churches on the North Side 
have been ONA “for decades,” said Rev. Dan Dale 
of Wellington Avenue UCC.
	 “We probably have the highest percentage of 
openly LGBT clergy of any denomination in any 
geographic area of the country,” Dale added. 
Area UCC churches have also had openly gay and 
lesbian individuals in their congregations for de-
cades.
	 “We’ve called this group together because we 
have been active leaders, participating as a part 
of the LGBTQ community for decades, and where 
are we now?” Dale said.
	 According to Dale, the group’s purpose is to 
reevaluate the participation and integration of 
area churches in the LGBT community, and ask 
what needs they could and should be responding 
to.

	 “It’s interesting the degree to which over the 
last 20 years, as being Open and Affirming con-
gregations, the differences in how the LGBTQ 
community are integrated in the churches,” Dale 
said. While at some churches, LGBT individuals 
might be involved in the anti-war movement or 
other issues, at others, such as Pillar of Love 
Fellowship Church, they might be focused on 
healing and affirmation.
	 A crucial addition to the group of churches 
involved in this effort is the radically inclusive 
Pillar of Love Fellowship Church, which holds 
weekly worship services at the Center on Hal-
sted. Pillar of Love was founded by the out Rev. 
Phyllis V. Pennese as a church organization that 
specifically addresses the needs of the LGBT 
community and, in particular, LGBT people of 
color.
	 “I don’t think that it would be incorrect to 
say that Pillar of Love coming to the North Side 
has been instrumental in helping galvanize this 
collegiality and collaboration,” Pennese said.
	 Dale agreed, and told Windy City Times that 
Pillar of Love’s move to the North Side played a 
large role.
	 Pillar of Love has a predominately African-
American LGBT congregation, which Pennese 
calls a “flip side” to the majority of area ONA 
UCC churches.
	 “I think it’s crucial for them to have us in-
volved,” Pennese said. “We are living this every 
day. It’s not just something we do or adjust to or 
do a culture change to make room for the LGBT 
community. We are the LGBT community.”
	 While other denominations are debating the 
issue nationally, the UCC is in a unique position 
because it has been involved in LGBT inclusion 
for over 30 years. UCC adopted an ONA resolu-
tion in 1985. Since, over 700 UCC congregations 
have voted to become ONA.
	 For a complete list of area ONA UCC congrega-
tions, see www.ucccoalition.org.
	 Read the entire article at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

Confab focuses
on LGBTs
and immigration
By Amy Wooten

During the week of the large immigration march 
downtown, members of the community gathered 
at the Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted, to 
discuss the many ways LGBT and immigration is-
sues intersect.
	 At the April 30 Immigration at the Margins 
conference, members of various aspects of the 
LGBT community touched on just a small num-
ber of ways immigration issues impact the LGBT 
community, from corner day workers and sex 
workers to domestic violence.
	  “A lot of us are part of many worlds—queer, 
immigrants and more,” said community activist 
and Windy City Times writer Yasmin Nair. “A lot 
of us have to deal with immigration.”
	 During a two-hour discussion, conference par-
ticipants tried to shed light on issues compli-
cated by immigration issues. 

	 Jessica Acee, a coordinator of the Latino 
Union’s Albany Park Workers’ Center, spoke about 
the issues Chicago immigrant day laborers face 
each day, such as health and safety abuses; 
wage theft; and police abuse. Given a “20-year 
onslaught of the far right,” Acee said, it’s impor-
tant to also talk about issues like racism, sex-
ism and heterosexism in order to better and fully 
understand the framework.
	 Sex work and immigration were also discussed 
during the afternoon plenary session. Young 
Women’s Empowerment Project co-director Shira 
Hassan discussed the issues Chicago girls and 
women in the sex trade face each day.
	 “It’s always intersecting,” Hassan said of both 
sex trade and immigration issues. “But it’s only 
in the past year people have been frothing at 
the mouth about the sex trade and immigra-
tion,” she added.

	 Read the entire article at www.WindyCity-
MediaGroup.com.

LGBTs among
Obama delegates
	 At least three LGBT individuals—Mike Bauer, 
Lauren Verdich and David Munar—were among 
those selected May 5 by the Illinois Democratic 
Party Convention to be at-large delegates for 
Sen. Barack Obama at the Democratic National 
Convention.
	 In addition, lesbian Renae Ogletree, also an 
Obama delegate, was among seven chosen to 
be on the Platform Committee. The Platform 
Committee—which is responsible for draft-
ing and recommending a proposed national 
platform for approval at the Democratic Na-
tional Convention—is one of three “standing 
committees” of the 2008 Democratic National 
Convention. 

	 The national convention will take place Aug. 
25-28 at the Pepsi Center in Denver, Colo.

Chicago lesbians
exchange vows
	 Julie Bruno and Susan Laurie, two Method-
ist lesbians from Chicago, exchanged vows May 
2 in a park adjacent to the Fort Worth (Tex.) 
Convention Center—where United Method-
ist delegates had voted earlier in the week to 
continue outlawing homosexuality, according 
to the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. More than 200 
Methodists attended the ceremony, which was 
presided over by a layperson. The delegates 
had also decided, among other things, against 
gay and lesbian clergy being ordained.
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CHICAGO’S BIGGEST GLBT CONTEST!
Produced by Windy City Media Group *

@MOSPHERE
5355 N. Clark
WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 9:00 PM
$5 cover, Singers sign up at 8pm/$10 fee

$100 TO WINNER WITH MOST VOTES

For more,  visit
windycitymediagroup.com

GRAND PRIZE:
Over $5000 in cash and prizes!
$1000 in cash,  Pair  of  American Airl ines t ickets,  
Trip to Toronto,  Bud Light mountain bike,  
Broadway in Chicago subscription,  and more

SPIN 800 W. Belmont WILD CARD
THURSDAY, MAY 29  •  8pm sign up/9pm start

SIDETRACK 3349 N. Halsted SEMI-FINALS
SATURDAY, MAY 31  •  3pm door/5pm start

CIRCUIT 3641 N. Halsted FINALS
FRIDAY, JUNE 13  •  6pm door

SPONSORED BY:

WIN AT @MOSPHERE!
MARIAH CAREY “E=MC2”
The NEW album featuring the #1 Single

& Video “Touch My Body”   

Homeschool Records presents 

ESTELLE “Shine” 
Including the smash hit  “American Boy” 

featuring Kanye West

"Ones To Watch 2008" -  Roll ing Stone  

Available everywhere Apri l  29

HYDRATE
3458 N. Halsted
THURSDAY, MAY 8, 10:00 PM
$5 cover, Singers sign up at 9pm/$10 fee

$100 TO WINNER WITH MOST VOTES

WIN AT HYDRATE!
The #1 UK Album 

DUFFY “Rockferry”
Featuring the MEGA-HIT “Mercy”! 

Comes out in the U.S.  on May 13
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Crowned the largest LGBT resort in the 
Midwest, the Dunes offers a wide variety of 
accommodations - plus a main bar complex 
featuring the country’s top DJ’s, a cabaret 
with live entertainment, game room/bar, 
multi-level outdoor patio bar and outdoor 
pool and pool bar.  The Dunes is a rare a 
special place where friends of all walks can 
fi nd themselves, lose themselves and most 
importantly be themselves.

It doesn’t matter who you are, 
everybody’s welcome.

     There is something special about Summer in Saugatuck, MI that makes it one of the 
                           most popular destinations for GLBT tourist, something diffi cult to defi ne but easy to recognize.  
              Best of all, it’s everywhere you look.   It’s in the diverse and plentiful shops, restaurants & accommodations.  
                                         It’s in the arts and the people.   It’s in the world-renowned beaches.   It’s in the Dunes Resort.

Fashion and flavor
	 Hundreds of attendees packed the the Winter Garden of Harold Washington Library, 400 
S. State, on May 4 for the 2008 Chicago House Spring Brunch & Fashion Show, which fea-
tured a “Candyland Couture” theme. In addition to models and entertainment by dance 
troupes such as the Hip-Hop Connexion Dance Crew, the Illinois Department of Commerce & 
Economic Opportunity received an award from Chicago House. Photos by Kat Fitzgerald; see 
more at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com and www.MysticImagesPhotography.com

Hoagland honored at NEIU
	 Sarah Hoagland—a founder of the Institute of Lesbian Studies and a professor of phi-
losophy, women’s studies and Latino/a-American studies at Northeastern Illinois University 
(NEIU)—was honored May 3 at the school’s commencement convocation with the Bernard J. 
Brommel Distinguished Research Professor Award, given annually to the faculty member who 
best demonstrates excellence in research and scholarship. Brommel, a longtime supporter of 
the LGBT community, is professor emeritus of communication, media and theater at NEIU. 
Photo of Hoagland and Brommel by Anne Leighton

Cruz at Roosevelt
	 Openly gay television and movie actor Wilson Cruz—whose oeuvre includes TV’s “My So-
Called Life” and “Noah’s Arc” as well as films such as Coffee Date—discussed his career and 
life at a forum entitled “My So-Called Life: Coming Out, Family Life and Homelessness” at 
Roosevelt University May 1. Photos by Kat Fitzgerald; see more at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.
com and www.MysticImagesPhotography.com



Issues
aired out
at youth forum
By Yasmin Nair

Since its opening in 2006, the Center on Halsted 
has been a destination for queer youth, many 
of whom have been coming from the South and 
West sides to use its resources. Over the years, 
there has been rising friction between the youth, 
who are mostly of color, and area residents and 
businesses in a largely white neighborhood. Is-
sues include the shortage of services for queer 
youth and reports alleging their noise and dis-
ruptive behavior. 
	 On April 29, Father Tommy Avant Garde or-
ganized a town hall for youth and community 
members to speak out. The meeting was held at 
Grace Episcopal Church, 637 S. Dearborn, and 
moderated by Simone Koehlinger, of the Chicago 
Department of Public Health. Also present were 
Kim Edwards, director of education at the Com-
mission on Human Relations, and Bill Greaves, 

the mayor’s GLBT liason. Koehlinger began with 
questions directed towards the youth; these 
ranged from asking what made them want to 
use the Center and what factors might dissuade 
them from doing so. 
	 Several youth spoke about the comfort of be-
ing in a queer-friendly space: “We can hang out 
and be ourselves.” Others felt targeted because 
of their race: “They [area residents] look at me 
as a black person. I’m walking down the street 
and they’ll stare real hard; they’ll watch me.” 
Several youth said they felt unfairly targeted by 
police. 
	 Youth spoke about living where they either 
had no queer community or felt unsafe because 
of their queer identity. A white adult said that 
he couldn’t fathom the issue of “hatred” in the 
youths’ neighborhoods. This prompted activist 
Marc Loveless to respond that he was “greatly 
disturbed how the coming-out experience is be-
ing viewed so differently for these young people. 
You can’t see that they’re in the same situation 
as you were as young white gays?” He went on 
to say that thinking of African Americans as ex-
clusively homophobic was “dehumanizing and 
marginalizing.” 
	 When asked about setting up more queer 
youth programs in the area, youth responded 
that there are already such places in their neigh-
borhoods, “but they need more support.” Several 
said that they needed recreational places that 
stayed open later. (The Center currently closes at 
8 p.m. on weekdays and 5 p.m. on Saturday). 
	 Dana Starks, chairman of the Chicago Com-
mission on Human Relations, said that he was 
frustrated at the lack of solutions, even after 
many such meetings, and several in the audience 
echoed his frustration. 
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Sandi Jackson
speaks at
Jeffrey Pub
By Mark Corece

The historical Jeffrey Pub, 7041 S. Jeffery, 
became another instrument of change April 
28 when it hosted a much-needed discus-
sion about the current state and the future 
of Chicago’s South Side Black gay community. 
7th Ward Alderman Sandra “Sandi” Jackson—
accompanied by her husband, U.S. Rep. Jesse 
Jackson, Jr.—spoke on her political positions 
and what she plans to do to implement her 
main agenda, change.
	 “I came into this position naively, thinking 
that I could snap my fingers and everything 
would be OK,” stated an enthusiastic Alderman 

Jackson. “I know that, if we work together, we 
can make change. It’s going to take time but it 
can happen.”
	 Jackson also talked about South Side devel-
opment proposals that would provide growth 
that could potentially help the entire com-
munity: “We are doing marketing analysis on 
things like a space for an artist community on 
75th St. and a Jazz Row to bring the bistros 
and musicians right here.”
	 Jackson also extended her concerns about 
the LGBT community: “Aside from develop-
ment, a social community is very important. 
Better treatment of LGBT people is essential 
for economic development because we are all 
in this community.”
	 The night was full of surprises, such as ap-
pearances from various LGBT community 
leaders and awards given to the Red Ribbon 
crew—consisting of Ben Montgomery, Michael 
O’Connor and Marc Loveless—for its efforts and 
accomplishments in the struggle for HIV/AIDS. 
The crew’s most recent achievement is the Red 
Ribbon lottery ticket that allots 100 percent 
of its proceeds to improving the lives of those 
with HIV/AIDS.
	 Another attendee, Walker Tisdale of Howard 
Brown Health Center, came out “to show sup-
port and get a sense of what’s going on.” he 
said. “I am really encouraged to come out and 
hear the politicians speak about important is-
sues, such as HIV/AIDS, even in a non-election 
year.”
	 Alderman Jackson remained open and frank 
about her objective and where LGBT people fit 
in: “We don’t have particular goals—in regards 
to the LGBT community—right now but once 
we get past the first stages, future goals will 
be initiated for all people.”

Alderman Sandi Jackson (top, middle) with  
Richard Z. Wright, his mother (top, left) 
and grandmother (top, right) at Jeffrey Pub. 
Photo by Mark Corece

Avenue of delights
	 The five-diamond-rated Avenues restaurant at The Peninsula Chicago, 108 E. Superior, 
welcomed Curtis Duffy as its new chef de cuisine, and marked his arrival April 28 with an 
exclusive dinner prepared by Duffy for Center on Halsted. Photos of (left) Mike Demetria, 
Sarah Schmidt and Robert Kohl; and (right) Patrick Sheahan, Peninsula General Manager 
Maria Zec and the Center’s executive director, Tico Valle, by Mel Ferrand

Police woman
	 New 23rd District Police Commander Kathleen Boehmer (above, left) conducted a meet-
and-greet with local business owners at Sidetrack, 3349 N. Halsted, on April 30. Photo by 
Kirk Williamson

Bill Greaves 
and Kim Ed-
wards listen 
to youth at 
the April 29 
gathering. 
Photo by 
Yasmin Nair
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	 A sculpture of historic gay icon Harvey Milk 
will be unveiled at the San Francisco City Hall 
on May 22. Milk was a politician and gay rights 
activist who was assassinated along with San 
Francisco Mayor George Moscone in 1978. The 
bronze sculpture of the self-described “Mayor of 
Castor Street” was created by the Daub, Firmin 
and Hendrickson Sculpture Group. The Harvey 
Milk City Hall Memorial Committee is still seek-
ing funding for this  historic occasion. See www.
milkmemorial.org.
	 A Memphis high school principal is getting 
heat from the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) for allegedly outing two gay students 
who are romantically involved. ACLU attorneys 
claim that the school official violated students’ 
right to privacy when she posted the names of 
the gay couple, which was shown to teachers, 
staff, fellow classmates and their parents. The 
two students say that they have had to deal 
with an onslaught of harassment since the out-
ing. The principal had teachers and staff report 
known student couples, both straight and gay, 
to help reduce public displays of affection. The 
list was then publicly displayed, according to 
the ACLU.
	 When Human Rights Campaign announced its 
U.S. Senate candidate endorsement list, many 
noticed the omission of openly gay North Caro-
lina Democratic candidate Jim Neal, who is run-
ning for Elizabeth Dole’s seat. Neal, who will run 
against state senator Kay Hagan in the May 6 
primary, told the Washington Blade, “Maybe I’m 
not gay enough,” when asked about the lack 
of support from the national LGBT organization. 
While Neal has been open about his sexuality 
and position on gay rights issues, Hagan has 
kept quiet about where she stands. HRC’s move 

has received heat from many, including colum-
nist and blogger Dan Savage, who called an HRC 
endorsement for Neal a “no brainer.”
	 An openly gay Queens City Council candidate 
running for the seat formerly held by Dennis 
Gallagher has been the target of an anti-gay 
flyer sent to a number of households. Candi-
date Charles Ober was the target of a five-para-
graph anonymous flyer that read, “You need to 
know that one of the candidates ... is a faggot,” 
according to Gay City News. Ober is the former 
board president of a local LGBT center. The flyer 
also warned that if elected, area neighborhoods 
would become “Queerville U.S.A.” It also called 
Ober a “pedophile.” Ober held a news confer-
ence to shed light on the issue, and was joined 
by Republican candidate Thomas Ognibene, who 
spoke out against the personal attack and hate 
speech.
	 At the 2008 General Conference, United Meth-
odists voted against changing its position on 
homosexuality. The denomination’s highest 
governing body voted to keep the United Meth-
odist Church’s statement that homosexuality as 
“incompatible with Christian teaching.” Del-
egates also rejected a measure to change the 
Church’s definition of marriage to include same-
sex unions. However, delegates approved a reso-
lution opposing homophobia.
	 The U.S. Presbyterian Church lifted a cen-
sure that was placed on a retired lesbian min-
ister in 2007. The Church’s highest court lifted 
the censure placed on Rev. Jane Adams Spahr 
for conducting two same-sex unions in 2004 and 
2005 because they were ceremonies, not mar-
riages. According to the laws of the Church, by 
definition “a same-sex ceremony is not and can-
not be a marriage,” the Permanent Judicial Com-
mission of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. ruled. 
“One cannot characterize same-sex ceremonies 
as marriages for the purpose of disciplining a 
minister,” the final ruling continued.
	 Read the world roundup at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

Mildred Loving 
passes
By Lisa Keen
Keen News Service
	
The woman who started a ball rolling toward 
knocking down laws banning interracial mar-
riage and who, late in life, also spoke out 
against bans on gay marriage has died.
	 Mildred Loving died Fri., May 2, in Milford, 
Va. She was 68. The cause of death was not 
available, but gay activist Mitchell Gold, who 
met with her a year ago about speaking out 
against anti-gay marriage laws, said Mrs. Lov-
ing was already quite frail with arthritis and 
cancer at that time.
	 Gold—founder of Faith in America, an organi-
zation that fights religious bigotry against the 
LGBT community—said he and two colleagues 
visited Loving at her rural Virginia home in 
early May 2007. They were hoping to persuade 
her to take part in an event to celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the Loving v. Virginia deci-
sion that struck down anti-miscegenation laws. 
Gold said they talked about the Loving case 
and “what’s happening to gay people.” 
	 “We asked if she would come to Washington 
[D.C.] and be a significant part of the celebra-
tion,” said Gold. He recalled she said she would 
if she could, “but it was clear her health was 
failing…and we didn’t know whether she could 
physically make it.” So, instead, said Gold, 
Loving prepared a statement that was read at 
the celebration.
	 In that statement, Loving said, “I believe 
all Americans, no matter their race, no mat-
ter their sex, no matter their sexual orienta-
tion, should have that same freedom to marry. 
Government has no business imposing some 
people’s religious beliefs over others.”
	 Despite the stark parallels between bans 
against interracial marriage and those against 

same-sex marriage, it has not been common 
for civil-rights activists to underscore those 
similarities. Because of her statement, Loving, 
who had herself been very shy about efforts 
to paint her as a civil-rights hero for her legal 
battle against miscegenation laws, was seen as 
taking a bold step.
	 Loving was only 23 years old when she and 
her husband, Richard, were living in exile from 
their hometown in Virginia because of a con-
viction for violating the state’s law against 
whites marrying non-whites. They moved to 
Washington, D.C., rather than spend a year in 
jail, the penalty for violating the law. That’s 
when Mrs. Loving wrote a letter to then-U.S. 
Attorney General Kennedy for help. He advised 
her that the newly passed Civil Rights Act of 
1964 would not be of help to them in chal-
lenging the law but suggested she contact the 
American Civil Liberties Union. That led to the 
historic lawsuit challenging the 40-year-old 
Virginia law, and similar laws in 19 other states 
at the time. 
	 The facts of the Loving case also have some 
striking similarities to those of the Lawrence 
v. Texas case that struck down sodomy laws in 
2003. Richard Loving, who was white, and Mil-
dred, who was Black, were arrested in the pri-
vacy of their own bedroom in the middle of the 
night after an anonymous caller tipped off law 
enforcement officials. And, said Evan Wolfson, 
head of the national Freedom to Marry group 
that advocates for same-sex marriage rights, 
arguments invoked then against interracial 
marriage were very similar to those invoked 
now against gay marriage.
	 “The defenders of the discriminatory laws in-
voked the Bible, invoked their own view of mo-
rality and made similar kinds of claims about 
the disastrous consequences if interracial cou-
ples were treated the same,” said Wolfson.
	 Read the entire article at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.



Obama’s
chickens have
come home to 
roost
Religion plays too important of a role in today’s 
theater of American politics. Given the collaps-
ing of church and state since Bush came into 
office how and where and why a presidential 
candidate worships or not, unfortunately, speaks 
to his or her electability—which brings us back 
again to Obama and his pastor. 
	 While Obama has denounced Rev. Jeremiah 
Wright’s incendiary remarks.  Suspicion, none-
theless, still surfaces about not only his pro-
fessed faith as a Christian, but now also his 
electabilty as president.
	 The Black church is a central, powerful and re-
vered institution in the African-American com-
munity. While a community organizer working 
with local churches on the South Side of Chi-
cago, the Black Church captured Obama’s atten-
tion. Obama says he came to understand “the 
power of the African-American religious tradi-
tion to spur social change.” However, suspicion 
now abounds questioning how much Obama re-
ally covets the power of the Black church for his 
own political aggrandizement, rather than for its 
religion.
	 “When Obama picked a ‘church home,’ he chose 
one that helped him with another weak spot in 
his biography. Before Obama joined Trinity Unit-
ed, Rev. Wright warned Obama that the church 
was viewed as “too radical ... Our emphasis on 
African history, on scholarship ...” But Obama 
joined anyway. With that act, he had become 
significantly blacker—and more like local vot-
ers,” wrote Edward McClelland of salon.com
	 “Part of the cultural divide between the half-
Kenyan Hawaiian and his Chicago neighbors, 
most of them products of the Deep South’s black 
diaspora, was bridged. Look, for better or worse, 
the reality is that politicians and aspiring politi-
cians sometimes appear to make choices about 
religion based at least in part on political expe-
diency. ” 
	 Obama knew to pander to his base.
	 But unbeknownst to Obama’s plans to ride 
Wright’s back long enough to get the needed 
Christian stamp of approval to win religious 
voters, his misguided calculations are now like 
chickens coming home to roost.
	 Rev. Jeremiah Wright is one of this nation’s 
most revered African-American ministers. He is 
an iconic image not only of the Black civil-rights 
era, but he is also the iconic image of the Black 
church, Black liberation theology and of today’s 
Afrocentric churches whose pride is captured in 
Trinity’s motto: Unashamedly Black and Unapol-
ogetically Christian.
	 Trinity’s Statement of Faith says:

	 “Our roots in the Black religious experience 
and tradition are deep, lasting and permanent. 
We are an African people, and remain “true to 
our native land,” the mother continent, the 
cradle of civilization. God has superintended our 
pilgrimage through the days of slavery, the days 
of segregation, and the long night of racism. It 
is God who gives us the strength and courage 
to continuously address injustice as a people, 
and as a congregation. We constantly affirm our 
trust in God through cultural expression of a 
Black worship service and ministries which ad-
dress the Black Community.” 
	 However, positioning himself as the post-racial 
candidate, Obama’s candidacy has done noth-
ing but collided with this nation’s old nagging 
paradigms and practices of race and racism in 
America.
	 Some in the Generation X era that Obama has 
successfully wooed would depict Rev. Wright and 
his civil-rights cohorts as old-school Negroes. 
And Obama’s address on race in Philadelphia 
would even suggest that:
	 “The profound mistake of Reverend Wright’s 
sermons is not that he spoke about racism in 
our society. It’s that he spoke as if our society 
was static; as if no progress has been made; as 
if this country—a country that has made it pos-
sible for one of his own members to run for the 
highest office in the land and build a coalition 
of white and black; Latino and Asian, rich and 
poor, young and old—is still irrevocably bound 
to a tragic past. But what we know—what we 
have seen—is that America can change. That 
is true genius of this nation. What we have al-
ready achieved gives us hope— the audacity to 
hope—for what we can and must achieve tomor-
row.”
	 While things have shifted a tad for those of us 
still on the margins of society, the benefits of 
the change have befallen only those who come 
from or have ascended to the upper tiers of soci-
ety’s socioeconomic ladder. While race still mat-
ters, as Cornel West waxes eloquently about, the 
daily bite and sting of racism, however, is cush-
ioned by class and socially upward mobility that 
gives the illusion, to some, that we are now in a 
post-racial era, especially in light of presidential 
hopeful Barack Obama.
	 Peter Boyer’s article in the Feb. 4 issue of The 
New Yorker titled ”The Color of Politics: A Mayor 
of the Post-Racial Generation” stated the follow-
ing, explaining this “post-racial” generation of 
African Americans that includes Barack Obama, 
Harold Ford, Cory Booker and, my governor, De-
val Patrick:
	 “Their deeper kinship resides in their identi-
ties as breakthrough figures —African-American 
politicians whose appeal transcends race. Men 
reared in the post-Selma era and schooled at 
elite institutions, developed a political style of 
conciliation rather than confrontation, which 
complemented their natural gifts and, as it hap-
pens, nicely served their ambitions.”
	 This political style these men employ is de-
picted by  Shelby Steele in his recent book, A 
Bound Man: Why We are Excited about Obama 
and Why He Can’t Win. Steele states that in the 
African-American community there two types of 
people—a “bargainer” or a “challenger.”,
	 What is a “bargainer” or a “challenger?”
	 According to Steele, a bargainer strikes a bar-
gain with white America in which they say I will 

not rub America’s ugly history of racism in our 
face if you will not hold my race against me.
	 A “challenger,” on the other hand, does the 
opposite of a “bargainer”. A “challenger” charges 
white people with inherent racism and then de-
mand they they prove themselves innocent by 
supporting Black-friendly polices like affirmative 
action and diversity
	 So why did Obama give his speech on race?
	 Was his speech on race to bargain with Ameri-
can voters by assuaging white fear? Did Obama 
want to tell white America that he is not too 
Black-identified for them not to elect him, es-
pecially now knowing of his 20-year association 
with Rev. Wright and Trinity Church.
	 Or was Obama’s speech on race also to challege 
Black Amerians to vote for him albeit his racial 
mix, background and ideology are different, be-
cause his Black presence is enough? In other 
words, is Obama so post-racial to the extent that 
he will not speak out candidly about this coun-
try’s legacy and present-day perpetuation of rac-
ism that Rev. Wright preaches about?
	 The term “post-racial,” unlike its reality, is 
gaining cultural currency in today’s American 
lexicon with a younger generation of people of 
color who, some say, are more adept at being 
“bargainers” and also amenable to being “bar-
gainers” rather than “challengers” because they 
are the progenies of a post-Black civil-rights 
era. 
	 However, in trying to save his political career, 
has Obama’s post-racial platform has come back 
to bite him? And Rev. Wright is like a bad penny 
that keeps rolliing back into Obama’s life and 
can’t get rid of.
	 By exploiting Wright, the media has used 
Obama’s religious narrative— real and imag-
ined—to capture the public’s attention. And the 
media’s spin on his pastor is more about this 
country’s uncritical patriotism predicated on es-
pousing a rhetoric that all is good with and in 
America than addressing its unjust foreign and 
domestic polices.
	 When news got out about Wright fiery sermons, 
Obama first said he never heard them. Then, he 
recanted by saying he denounced only those ob-
jectionable ones. But Wright has now spoken up. 
And at the National Press Club, Wright explained 
Obama’s Orwellian remarks:
	 “We both know that if Senator Obama did not 
say what he said, he would never get elected. 
Politicians say what they say and do what they 
do based on electability, based on sound bites, 
based on polls—Huffington, whoever’s doing 
the polls. Preachers say what they say because 
they are pastors. They have a different person to 
whom they’re accountable. As I said, whether he 
gets elected or not, I’m still going to have to be 
answerable to God, November 5th and January 
21st. That’s what I mean. I do what pastors do. 
He does what politicians do.”
	 Where Obama ran afoul is that he didn’t think 
his involvement with Rev. Wright would collide 
with his carefully crafted post-racial electable 
message.
	 But maybe there’s a bigger lesson here that 
Obama is now learning. And it’s this: Whether he 
dons the face of a Christian and/or the face of 
a politician in this bid for the White House, no 
lie lives forever. Like chickens, they eventually 
come home to roost.
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“I don’t think that the LGBT communi-
ty should take its cues from me or some 
political leader in terms of what they think is 
right for them. Real change comes from the bot-
tom up, not the top down. As your president, 
I will fight to make LGBT equality a reality at 
the federal level. But it is the LGBT community 
that has to decide what is in their best inter-
est, and to help make it happen by engaging 
actively with the political 
process.” — Barack Obama 
to the Carolinas gay news-
paper Q-Notes, April 30.

“[I]mmigration is a 
federal responsibil-
ity and I am going to do 
everything I can to elimi-
nate any disparities in any 
benefits or rights under 
our law at the federal level 
so that all people will have 
available to them every 
right as an American citi-
zen that they should, and that would include 
immigration law.” — Hillary Clinton, speaking 
in support of giving spousal-immigration rights 
to gay Americans’ foreign partners, to Philadel-
phia Gay News, April 3.

“I’m for Barack Obama all the way. 
The Clinton campaign has took a desper-
ate turn and has, I think, shown its true col-
ors. How dare they use fear against Americans 
after these past seven years? I’m really tired of 
politicians telling me what to be afraid of. On 
the other hand, Obama is hopeful, grounded 
and clearly intelligent. He is, relatively, an 
outsider to the beholden D.C. club, and I think 
that is what America is calling out for. ... He 
represents I think the true spirit of the begin-
ning of the 21st century. Looking back, I feel 
like we’ve all had enough of the fear and the 
arrogance, and losing our place in the world. 
Our very big idea of a country and democracy 
has been brought to a near end by very small 
people.” — Openly gay R.E.M. singer Michael 
Stipe to Salon.com, April 1.

“I think that the ‘born gay’ thesis is a 
crock. P.c. ideology is usually simplistically 
social constructionist, but when it comes to 

gayness, biology currently rules the roost. Of 
course it makes no sense. As I have written in 
the past, homosexuality is an adaptation, the 
product of a multitude of social and psycho-
logical factors. I believe we are all born with 
a capacity for bisexual expression, which may 
or may not evince itself, depending on circum-
stance.” — Writer Camille Paglia in her Salon.
com column, April 9.

“It’s wonderful to be here at the Log 
Cabin Republicans national conference 
... because, I mean, let’s be honest, it’s fun to 
be here. When I see this great enthusiasm, I 
said to myself: ‘What happened to all of you? 
Where were you when I opened up “Hercules in 
New York”?’ That movie went in the toilet.” — 
California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger speaking 
April 11 in San Diego.

“I have something of a weakness for 
potato chips. An enormous weakness, actu-
ally. I live and die for salty, crispy food. I’d 
rather have potato chips than ice cream or 
chocolate.” — Queer Eye food guy Ted Allen to 
San Diego’s Gay & Lesbian Times, April 17.

“I think it (same-sex marriage) should 
be legalized. I think it’s about finding 
your soulmate. It’s finding that person you 
connect with. But most people don’t get it 
right. Look at me! The thing is, I don’t know 
if I ever will or won’t get married again. I’m 
very happy where I am. I just think I jinx mar-
riages, but that’s not going to stop me from 
loving.” — Singer Janet Jackson to E! Online, 
April 22.

—Assistance: Bill Kelley
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QQUOTELINES
BY REX WOCKNER

Martha
Hernandez:
The doctor is in
By Andrew Davis

Martha Hernandez, M.D., is a psychiatrist in a 
unique position. She is one of the few such phy-
sicians on staff at a local HIV/AIDS agency—in 
this case, Better Existence with HIV (BEHIV). 
Hernandez recently talked with Windy City Times 
about her professional background and the ser-
vices she provides.
	 Windy City Times: Tell me about your back-
ground.
	 Martha Hernandez: I have a private practice in 
Indiana, and live here in Chicago in Hyde Park. 
I went to Rush Medical College, did a year at St. 
Joe’s and did the rest of general psychiatry at 
Michael Reese [Hospital], and did two years of a 
fellowship in child and adolescent [psychiatry].
	 Psychiatry is a great vehicle to understand the 
workings of the mind and heart. I really have 
a passion for working with empowerment—but 
this has come over time, of course. I didn’t know 
why I was directed toward psychiatry, but now I 
know why. I think empowerment is the biggest 
issue, and that’s why I’ve been really honored to 
work [at BEHIV].
	 WCT: Let’s talk about BEHIV. How did you 
come to work there?
	 MH: Julie Supple, the social service director 
at BEHIV, and I worked together in Indiana for 
many years. [Plus,] we’re both from Chicago. So 
she called and asked me. (I was in a different 
place at that time.) She asked me how I’d like to 
be a therapist—which I absolutely love.
	 I can tell you that I believe in the human ele-
ment and the heart issue, and I believe in the 
issue of healing versus being totally biological. I 
use biology, of course; I’m an M.D., so I do give 
medications, but it’s not my first line of defense. 
I think that if you don’t have a connection with 
your patients, it’s impossible to talk about treat-
ment. My approach is more holistic. I’m thank-
ful for the allopathic approach, but allopathic 
medicine only looks at the symptom and if [need 
to] know the source. So who walks into my office 
is there for a reason, and they teach me as much 
as I can teach them. Then, my issue is how I can 
help.
	 WCT: And what types of services do you spe-
cifically provide? Group therapy? Individual 
therapy?
	 MH: We have access to group and individual 
[therapy]. We have a phenomenal massage 
therapist, by the way; HIV and AIDS can cause 
a great deal of neuropathy and pain, and the 
massages are fantastic. [The therapist, Delores 
Diaz] also offers flower essence [therapy], which 
involves the essential oils of the flower. We also 
have an art therapist, which [we need]. The con-
notations of this disease are sociopolitical, bio-
logical and humanistic. Ten or 15 years ago, the 
patients would go home to die. But guess what? 
They didn’t die. So the question is, “What do you 
do?”
	 WCT: So there’s a whole team to help these 
clients.
	 MH: Right. And I don’t tell anyone to stop 

taking medication, but what we offer is talk of 
complimentary medicine or supplement. There’s 
nutrition as well as attitude and belief. We have 
art, we have massage, there’s me and we have 
these great case managers.
	 WCT: Do you have a background working 
with HIV-positive clients?
	 MH: I didn’t go to school to learn to work with 
them, but I have had HIV-positive people in my 
practice.
	 The human condition offers many journeys. 
This is one journey. I work with terminally ill pa-
tients who believe, in their minds, that they’re 
dead. Since I see the world with a holistic point 
of view, all sorts of issues—political, socioeco-
nomic, gender issues—are still part of the hu-
man experience.
	 WCT:  In general, what is the biggest ob-
stacle regarding your clients?
	 MH: Money. I treat them on a sliding scale; 
most of the time they are free or, for their own 
self-esteem, something is exchanged. We prob-
ably offer the best sliding scale in humanity. 
[Laughs]
	 WCT: What do you think is the biggest ob-
stacle they face emotionally?
	 MH: It was when they went home to die; here 
they are alive 10 years later. They ask “Why me?” 
and “What am I going to do now?” If I can em-
power them on any level, it’s great. This is a 
work in progress.
	 Some of the other challenges involve the fact 
that, because of the medication and the virus, 
they just can’t come. There’s the possibility of 
exposure to different infections or there’s the 
cold. So the issue of finance and the issue of 
“Where do we go from here?” are [the biggest 
obstacles].
	 To contact Dr. Martha Hernandez, call 847-
475-2115, ext. 102, or e-mail drhernandez@
behiv.org. 

Dr. Martha Hernandez. Photo by Frank Failing 
of Male Image Photography

Local Events  
  Cork it: Equality Illinois is hosting a Spring 
wine tasting, The “Un-Stuffy” Wine Tasting, 
from 6-9 p.m., May 7, at Sidetrack, 3349 N. 
Halsted. Tickets are $20 per person. Learn 
about 75 wines from around the world. See 
www.eqil.org.
	 That’s Broadway: The Chicago Department 
of Cultural Affairs presents So in Love with 
Broadway, a performance by Laura Freeman 
and Bradford Newquist, with pianist William 
Underwood, on May 7, 7 p.m., at Maxim’s, 24 
E. Goethe. Tickets are $25. RSVP at 312-744-
1423.
	 Marsha, Marsha, Marsha: Lesbian gospel 
singer Marsha Stevens will perform at two 
area venues. See Stevens in concert May 9, 
7:30 p.m., at Union Church of Hinsdale, 137 
S. Garfield Ave. She will also perform on May 
10, 7:30 p.m., at Wesley United Methodist 
Church, 21 E. Franklin, Naperville. Both con-
certs are free and open to the public.
	 Lotsa leather: A grand opening reception of 
Command Presence: Images from the Leather 
Community, photographs from the Leather Ar-
chives, will be held May 9, from 6-8:30 p.m. 
Cost is $5, and the exhibit runs through May 
31 at Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted.
	 Work it: The Righteously Outrageous Twirl-
ing Corps (ROTC) Chicago will throw its annual 
fundraiser, Armed and Fabulous: The COVER-
GURLS of ROTC May 17, 8-10 p.m., at Hydrate, 
3458 N. Halsted. Proceeds will benefit Test 
Positive Aware Network. Tickets are $20 and 
can be purchased at www.rotcchicago.org.
	 Tasty treats: Join Howard Brown on May 
19 for A Taste for Every Palate. The event will 
take place at the Museum of Contemporary 
ARt, 200 E. Chicago. Call 312-505-0221 for 
tickets and information.
	 Picture perfect: DePaul University presents 
Tokyo-based performer and gay-rights activist 
Takao Kawaguchi in a multimedia performance 
called “A Perfect Life” May 23, 7 p.m., at the 
Student Center Atrium, 2250 N. Sheffield. See 
aperfectlife.kawaguchitakao.com.

Shocked’s change; 
Carly widens
her net
	 In an interview with the LGBT newspaper 
Dallas Voice, singer Michelle Shocked—who 
had a huge lesbian following in the late ‘80s 
and early ‘90s—said that she has become an 
evangelical gospel singer. But more interesting 
(or surprising), she also labelled same-sex love 
immoral.
	 According to Daniel A. Kusner’s article, which 
was published April 17, Shocked’s “extreme lib-
eralism might be why [she] was inappropriately 
identified as lesbian.” When questioned about  
her sexual orientation, Shocked requested that 
Kusner look up a 1990 interview with Outlines 
(which merged with Windy City Times in 2000) 
that has often been cited as the singer’s “com-
ing out.”
	 In that article, conducted by Christie 
Nordhielm, Shocked said in part, “I was with 
my first woman lover about a year and a half 
ago. To be honest, the real fear of coming out 
of the closet, not fear, but the real pressures 
of coming out of the closet had been if you 

had certain problems identifying yourself one 
way or the other.” However, in the Dallas Voice 
interview, Shocked said that she would be 
“honored” to be called an honorary lesbian.
	 In the Dallas Voice interview, Shocked also 
confirms her religious metamorphosis, stating, 
“I am a believer. I am a devout practicing 
Christian.” However, she has also spoken out 
against the Iraq War, which she said has cost 
her some fans.
	 Meanwhile, Carly Simon seems to be widening 
her net. In an interview published in the LGBT 
publication Bay Area Reporter, Simon was asked 
if Cyndi Lauper had contacted her about being 
on the True Colors tour. Simon’s response was, 
“Well, the part that I could be involved in is 
the gay and lesbian part. The part that would 
be hard for me is to commit to a tour because 
I’m not very comfortable being onstage. ... I 
don’t consider myself to be not gay.”
	 To read the full Dallas Voice article, see 
www.dallasvoice.com/artman/publish/
article_8677.php.
	 To read the full Outlines article, see www.
dallasvoice.com/instant-tea/2008/04/25/
michelle-shocked-said-what-1990-outlines-
interview-surfaces/.

I think it [same-
sex marriage] 

should be
legalized.

—Singer
Janet Jackson
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GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

Robert Gant (left) is a man of action in here! TV’s Kiss Me Deadly: A Jacob Keane Assignment. Read our interview with Gant on page 17.

TV/DVD
Going to ‘Town’.  

Page 15. 
Talking about ‘America’.  

Page 16. 
Working it out.  

Page 22. 

THEATER MOVIES

SPY ANXIETY

Stage Door 
Jonny	 	

By Jonathan Abarbanel

The City of Chicago Department of Cultural 
Affairs has announced 283 recipients of $1 mil-
lion (total) in annual CityArts (sic) grants. As 
always, a number of LGBT-identified or LGBT-
influenced artists and organizations are on the 
receiving end of grants ranging from $1,100 to 
$8,000 (depending on the side of the organiza-
tion). A partial list of grantees includes: Cerqua 
Rivera Art Experience, Chicago Cabaret Profes-
sionals, Chicago Women’s Caucus for Art, Chic-
speare Production Company, Gerber Hart Library, 
HealthWorks (sic) Theatre, Same Planet Different 
World Dance Theatre, Shattered Globe Theatre, 
Tellin Tales Theatre, Babes With Blades, TUTA, 
About Face, Bailiwick, Joel Hall Dance Center, 
Chicago Historical Society (Chicago History Mu-
seum), Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus, Deeply Rooted 
Productions and Porchlight Music Theatre. Nota-
bly absent this year, although a recipient in past 
years, is Windy City Performing Arts.
	 The Shamelessboyz were in town last week 
for a one-night stand. Jonny’s readers will recall 
that these Brit thespians have appeared in Chi-
cago twice in Bailiwick Repertory’s summer Pride 
Series (Seduction in 2006, Dangerous in 2007). 
This time they brought a new show in develop-
ment, Strawberry Daiquiri, for a single workshop 
performance at Theatre Building Chicago on 
April 28. Although most of the developmental 
work has been done in London, the Shameless-
boyz were invited to Milwaukee’s Bucketworks 
Playspace for a three-night stand last week and 
added one night in Chicago. Both Midwest stops 
came about because company director Peter 
Bull also is associate producer of Shout! The 
Mod Musical, now playing the Drury Lane Water 
Tower Place Theatre through June 22. The real 
Bull tells Jonny that Strawberry Daiquiri will be 
performed in a play festival in the U.K. in June, 

after which it will play as part of the Shameless-
boyz London season. “Then, depending on how 
it is received in the U.S., (we will play) seasons 
in New York and Chicago,” said Bull.
	 Hubris Theatre Company and the Center on 
Halsted are going their separate ways. Hubris 
was one of four performing arts groups in resi-
dence at the Center’s Hoover-Leppen Theatre for 
the Center’s first year of operation, during which 
Hubris produced a three-play season. (The other 
resident companies were About Face, GayCo and 
Windy City Performing Arts.) A press release is-
sued by Hubris indicates the decision to termi-
nate the Hubris lease was made by Center man-
agement, citing a need to expand core programs, 
although that seems pretty vague to Jonny, as 
none of the other resident arts groups has been 
affected. Hubris will produce its 2008-2009 sea-
son at the Victory Gardens Greenhouse on Lin-
coln Avenue, beginning Aug. 2 with Harvey Fi-
erstein’s Torch Song Trilogy. FYI: Victory Gardens 
has just sold the building for $2.25 million and 
it soon will be known only as the Greenhouse 
Theatre.
	 Jonny’s connection to things Japanese rarely 
is more than sushi or someone whispering “Ai” 
in Jonny’s ear. However, Jonny has been con-

tacted by Miho Mat-
sugu, a professor of 
Japanese literature 
at DePaul University, 
who wants Windy 
City Times readers to 
know about a special 
event May 23. A Per-
fect Life is a multi-
media performance 
by Takao Kawaguchi, 
an acclaimed Tokyo-
based performance 
artist and gay activ-
ist who is well-known 
in Japan. Kawaguchi 
uses his own experi-
ences as the basis for 
A Perfect Life, which 
is an experimental 

and collaborative project. Prof. Matsugu tells 
Jonny that members of DePaul’s queer student 
organizations and faculty will participate in the 
production, which is at 7 p.m. at the Student 
Center Atrium, 2250 N. Sheffield). See aper-
fectlife.kawaguchitakao.com.
	 Jonny always says there’s nothing like planning 
ahead except, of course, spontaneous sex, and 
one should plan that ahead, too. In any case, 
there are several events coming up next fall that 
Jonny’s readers may wish to put on their calen-
dars now. First, two powerhouse sketch comedy 
troupes, GayCo and Schadenfreude, will team 
up Oct. 18 and 25—as the Presidential election 
campaigns reach their climax—to lampoon us 
all with a charming little revue graciously titled 
This Country’s F$cked! or God Damn, America. 
The shows will be at the Lakeshore Theater and 
will benefit the Crossroads Fund. There will be 
two shows each night for which tickets, $20, al-
ready are on sale.
	 Also coming next fall are concert engagements 
by two favorites of LGBT audiences. First, on Oct. 
27, Sandra Bernhard & The Rebellious Jezeb-
els will perform two shows at the intimate Step-
penwolf Theatre as part of Steppenwolf’s Traffic 

Series. The show, A Sandra Bernhard Halloween, 
welcomes drag queens and kings—oops! Jonny 
means they welcome audience members in cos-
tume. Tickets ($50-$60) go on sale June 19 at 
11 a.m. (and you can bet they’ll sell out fast). 
Also likely to sell out—although at a gargantuan 
venue—is the one-night stand by Lily Tomlin at 
the vast Rosemont Theatre, Nov. 1, An Evening 
of Classic Lily Tomlin. Through May 15 you can 
order tickets before the general public through 
www.windycitymediagroup.com (then hit the 
Lily Tomlin billboard link).

Photo
courtesy of
here! TV

Takao Kawaguchi. Photo by Chi Jang Yin
CRITICS’ PICS
	 Dead Man’s Cell Phone, Steppenwolf, 
through July 27. A man dies in public and a 
young woman answers his cell phone setting 
off events that could inspire a sitcom. Sarah 
Ruhl’s play isn’t deep but it’s funny, stylish 
and brilliantly performed. JA
	 Die! Mommie, Die!, Hell in a Handbag at 
Bailiwick; through June 1. Charles Busch’s 
spoof of 1960s films with fading actresses 
“of a certain age” is an outrageous scream 
of drag delight in the beautifully manicured 
hands of camp-masters Hell in a Handbag. 
SCM
	 The Last Days of Judas Iscariot, Gift The-
atre, through May 18. Stephen Adly Guirgis’ 
dense saga boils down to a single, profound 
question: If God is all forgiving and uncon-
ditionally loving, why is Judas damned to an 
eternity of unbearable grief? Michael Patrick 
Thornton plays the damned with profound, 
provocative despair. CS
	 The Skriker, GreyZelda (sic) Theatre Group 
at Angel Island, through May 10. The Faerie 
Queens of yore get no respect nowadays, but 
Caryl Churchill’s shape-shifting Skriker is out 
to change all that in this seductively shivery 
GreyZelda production. MSB
		  —By Abarbanel, Barnidge, Morgan 

and Sullivan
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RESTRICTIONS APPLY

GOLD CARD EVENTS
PREFERRED SEATING

18 W. Monroe, Chicago • JerseyBoysChicago.com

SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY

PERFORMANCE TIMES!

May 11 at 2 & 7:30!

1. and visit Best Seats
2.              (312) 902-1400
3. All Broadway In Chicago box offices and Ticketmaster retail locations
4. Groups (20+): (312) 977-1710 
5. $25 rush seats day of show at box office or online

5 EASY WAYS TO BUY TICKETS:

“THE MOST EXCITING
MUSICAL IN YEARS!”
“THE MOST EXCITING
MUSICAL IN YEARS!”

– Chicago Tribune– Chicago Tribune



THEATER REVIEW

Russian on the Side
Playwright: Mark Nadler
At: Royal George Theatre, 1641 N. Halsted
Phone: 312-988-9000; $34.50-$55
Runs through: June 15

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE

The 1941 musical play titled Lady In The Dark 
featured a novelty number in which an effete 
photographer expressed his affinity for Russian 
composers by proceeding to name 49 of them. 
Since the actor playing the role was a young 
vaudevillian named Danny Kaye, the tongue-
twisting roster was performed in a mind-bog-
gling 38 seconds, and the rest is history. This 
lyric by Ira Gershwin, set to a melody by Kurt 
Weill, is at the foundation of Mark Nadler’s one-
man “comedy-in-music adventure,” stopping off 
in Chicago at the Royal George on its way to 
Broadway.
	 “I can’t sing anything unless I know what 

it means!” declares Nadler at the start of the 
show, his subsequent research into every last 
one of the classical tunesmiths cited by Gersh-
win comprising the framework for a lecture aug-
mented by audio and visual aids that frequently 
meanders—with impeccable logic and impish 
audacity—into the American Songbook. The 
revelation that Peter Ilich Tchiakovsky was gay, 
for example, is followed by a sweet rendition of 
Frank Loesser’s “The Ugly Duckling”, enhanced 
at the appropriate juncture by a riff from—what 
else?—Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake. Or the similari-
ties in the themes of Mikhail Ivanovich Glinka’s 
1836 A Life For The Czar and Richard Rodgers’ 
1943 Oklahoma, which lead to a discussion of 
the latter’s famous offspring, two of whom—
Adam Guettel and Mary Rodgers—are represent-
ed by full renditions of the passionate “Icarus” 
and, for a scherzo, the nostalgic “When Daddy 
Wore His Very Soft Shoes.” Playgoers hoping for 
a learning guide to all the music played in the 
show will not find one in the playbill, but Nadler, 
ever the nurturing professor, assures us repeat-
edly that we are bright enough to absorb his 
analytic circumlocutions, even to joining in a 
sing-along with the polysyllabic patter-ditty by 
the end of the evening.
	 Part Tom Lehrer, part Liberace, part Red Skel-
ton, part (a large part) Danny Kaye, Nadler 
epitomizes the brand of entertainer known on 
the Catskills circuit as a “tummler”—a multi-tal-
ented clown whose purpose is to create tumult, 
whether engendered by verbal witticisms, physi-
cal gymnastics or old-fashioned sentimentality. 
Certainly, someone who can tap and shuffle with 
his feet while simultaneously massaging the ivo-
ries and warbling in triple-forte deserves some 
sort of award for sheer stuntwork. And if Na-
dler sometimes comes off like an overachieving 
schoolboy showing off for his mother’s clubfel-
lows, no one can deny that he keeps his promise 

to send us home smarter than when we arrived.

THEATER REVIEW

Picked Up
Playwright: team written; conceived by
Dean Evans, Jay Torrence and Ryan Walters
At: Neo-Futurists, 5133 N. Ashland
Phone: 773-275-5255; $15 (Thursdays pay-
what-you-can)
Runs through: May 17

 
BY JONATHAN
ABARBANEL

On Wednesday I had a 
discussion about geriat-
ric audiences at Chicago’s 
well-established theater 
companies. On Thursday I 
went to the Neo-Futurari-
um, where I was the only 
person over 40 and the 
only person with gray hair 
(well, salt-and-pepper). 
Two things were apparent: 
(1) I was a duck out of 
water, receiving suspicious 
“What’s he doing here?” 
looks, and (2) I was the 
only discerning member of 
the audience.
   The Neo-Futurists’ current 
show has a great gimmick. 
Duplicating the process of 
a weekly sitcom, they gath-
ered a team of writers each 
of whom played Lead Writer 
for two weeks, guiding the 
others into crafting six 
half-hour (roughly) scripts 
for sitcom pilots. Book-
ended by a wicked framing 
device, they are presenting 
the six pilots for one week 
each, with the audience 
voting as to whether or not 
the pilot should be “picked 
up” by the network. 
   I saw the Week 4 pilot, 
No Place Like Home, for 
which Lauren Sharpe was 
head writer and director. 
It drew heavy laughs from 
the twentysomethings 
and thirtysomethings, and 
sometimes was funny in a 
macabre and/or offensive 
way, but for the most part 
was lame. I gave it thumbs 

down and was outvoted 49-1. As I said, I was 
the only discerning member of the audience.
	 The essential problem is that No Place Like 
Home made no effort to be a viable sitcom pi-
lot. Rather, it condescended towards sitcoms. 
It purported to be about a young woman who 
returns to her small-town roots after disappoint-
ment in the big city. What it was, instead, was 
a country-fried burlesque of Southern gothic, 
and a rather broad one at that, tossing into the 
hopper dream sequences, lots and lots of gay 
jokes (every man in the pilot was gay, includ-
ing the heroine’s father, and not in a positive 
way) and even a murder—which one always sees 
in sitcoms, of course. A typical gag line: “You 
guys hear how Mr. Beamer dry-humped that dead 
pig?”
	 It’s a challenge indeed to craft a true sitcom 
script that establishes a consistent context, if 
not always a believable one, and manages to be 
funny through character. Creating a Shock The-
ater version is just lazy; you always can draw 
attention by dropping your drawers. In fact, the 
framing device—which remains the same for 
each pilot—nearly does that as three men strap 
polystyrene phalluses to their legs and joke 
about Charna Halpern, Del Close and “the next 
dead bloated Farley.” This material is tasteless 
insider stuff for improvisational actors, but at 
least it’s true lampoon.
	 No Place Like Home is over; perhaps the final 
two pilots, Too Much and The Mime, will be bet-
ter. Or maybe I’m just too geriatric to get it.
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Russian on the Side’s Mark Nadler. Photo by 
Michael Brosilow

CULTURE CLUB

For more shows and listings, check out 
www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

April 16 -June 1, 2008
For Tickets Call 

312 .337.0665
or visit www.lookingglasstheatre.org

Written and Directed by Laura Eason 
Adapted from the novel by Jules Verne

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Speech & Debate 
 

 

by Stephan Karam 

directed by PJ Paparelli 

 

 

 

 

 
Misfit teens, online secrets, and an 

abbreviated striptease to George 

Michael’s Freedom. 

April 24th – May 25th 

www.atcweb.org  

box office 773.409.4125 

SPOTLIGHT
Whitney Houston...

	 Is it possible? Can it be 11 years since 
Whitney Houston’s behavioral issues were 
making news? Sketch comedy troupe GayCo 
set up shop at the same time, mentored by 
The Second City. Since then, GayCo has made 
history as the first fully-nude queer drag 
genderfuck sketch troupe to open for Joan 
Rivers in Las Vegas. However, GayCo never 
rests on its laurels—not when it can resur-
rect them instead. And so GayCo has revived 
its very first hit, Whitney Houston, We Have 
A Problem. The 60-minute show (leaving 
time to dine, drink and dance afterwards) 
runs through May 25 at the Hoover-Leppen 
Theatre, Center on Halsted; 1-800-838-3006; 
$20. Extra shows have been added May 22 
and 25 for IML.

			  THEATER 
REVIEWs OF

—Around the  World 
in 80 Days

—Speech and Debate

ONLINE
THIS WEEK...

www.windycitymediagroup.
com
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OPERA REVIEW

Don Giovanni
Playwright: Mozart/Da Ponte
At: Chicago Opera Theater at Harris Theater
for Music and Dance, 205 E. Randolph
Phone: 312-334-7777; $35-$120
Runs through: May 11

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

If Chicago Opera Theater’s (COT’s) new produc-
tion of Don Giovanni was a movie, it would be 
slapped with an “R” rating for sexuality and vio-
lence. Thank heaven for that.
	 Mozart and Da Ponte’s 1787 opera is often 
done with period costumes and storybook set-
tings. Yet this prettified approach often lulls 
audiences from the danger of the title character 
who is a murderer and a serial seducer (or rapist) 
of women.
	 Director Diane Paulus’ brilliant modernization 
of Don Giovanni smacks audiences upside the 
head with this fact. By setting the opera in a 
swanky New York gentlemen’s club complete 
with sexy pole dancers, swilled liquor and simu-
lated copulation, Paulus presents a valid picture 
of where Don Giovanni would hang out nowa-
days. (No doubt many elderly opera patrons used 
to stately productions will be shocked).
	 But in this case, Paulus’ directorial choices 
are valid dramatically in conjuring the decadent 
world of a cad whose sexual conquests number 
in the thousands. The English supertitles are 
slang-filled (“hooked up with” is used) and re-
flect the slight plot changes Paulus has cleverly 
instituted (for instance, a zombie replaces a 
walking, talking statue from Hell).
	 Here, Don Giovanni (Ian Paterson) is the club 
proprietor, bossing around his club-kid servant 
Leporello (a comically gangly Matt Boehler), 
and having his way with his staff of strippers 
and wealthy guests. After seducing Donna Anna 
(Rhoslyn Jones) by guile, Don Giovanni makes 
the tragic mistake of shooting what looks to be 
her mob boss father Il Commendatore (Andrew 
Funk). That sets off a chain of events that leads 
to Don Giovanni’s bloody comeuppance.
	 Along the way, Don Giovanni encounters 
vengeful ex-lover Donna Elvira (Krisztina Szabo, 
dressed as a dominatrix whose brittle exterior 
hides her co-dependent longing) and the soon-
to-be-wed couple of Masetto (Michael Brown as 
a volatile frat boy) and Zerlina (Isabel Leonard 
as his partying girlfriend). Donna Anna’s fiance 
Don Ottavio (Michael Colvin) also arrives on 
the scene (whose upstanding attitudes gives 
you an inkling of why Donna Anna might have 
strayed). 
	 Clearly, the orgy scenes in Stanley Kubrick’s 
film Eyes Wide Shut have had an influence on 
David Woolard’s skimpy costumes and masks 
amid Riccardo Hernandez’s stylish red and black 
lounge set. The bursts of physical violence also 
make you think of Martin Scorsese mob movies.
	 Through it all, conductor Jane Glover leads a 
gorgeously traditional account of Mozart’s time-
less score which is emotionally and dramatically 
sung by the entire young and lovely cast. 
	 Thanks to Paulus, COT’s Don Giovanni has been 
given an invigorating jolt of danger and modern 
relevance. But COT may want to warn viewers 
ahead of time (particularly those going to the 
free live simulcast at the Pritzker Pavilion on 
May 9). A nice family outing this Don Giovanni 
is definitely not.

THEATER REVIEW

Old Town
Playwright: Brett Neveu;
composer: Mikhail Fiksel 
At: Strawdog Theatre, 3829 N. Broadway
Phone: 773-528-9696; $15-$20
Through May 31

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

Old Town is Strawdog Theatre’s new musical that 
explores the leadership dynasties and the some-
times shady political doings in Chicago, that 
town famously known as “The City that Works.” 
So it’s a disappointment that playwright/lyricist 
Brett Neveu and composer Mikhail Fiksel’s writ-
ing for Old Town doesn’t live up to that Windy 
City motto.
	 Instead of just focusing on one family like the 
Daleys, Strogers or Madigans, Old Town is an ag-
glomeration in the fictional political Weltz clan. 
Cook County Board President Jerry Weltz is up 
for re-election, and he’s behind in the election-
night polls.
	 Neveu and Fiksel opt to have Weltz absent at 
the election-night party, and instead look at his 
troubled family, hovering political operatives 
and the media looking for cracks to exploit in 
the family’s façade. That’s a lot of choice mate-
rial, but Neveu and Fiksel fail at shaping it all 
into that notoriously difficult form of a musi-
cal. 
	 Neveu is great at the snappy political dialogue, 
less so with his so-so and convoluted lyrics. 
For my taste, there are far too many individual 
moping expositional songs. By the time we get 
to the minor character of alcoholic Weltz son, 
Scotty (Christopher Hainsworth), it’s too much.
	 Far better are production numbers that use 
musical and dance forms to comment on the po-
litical game. The tango becomes a contentious 
interview between TV reporter Karen Mosher 
(Shannon Hoag) and Weltz wife Liz (Anne Sheri-
dan Smith) which is lively with Eilleen Mallary’s 
choreography. So is the “Politics as Usual” num-
ber with harmonizing lobbyists and contractors 
(Tom Hickey, Danny Taylor, John Moran, Damian 
Vanore) swarming around County Clerk Cindy 
Weltz (Kat McDonnell).
	 Otherwise, Old Town frequently feels as rud-
derless in direction as the cast members play-
ing campaign supporters who meander around 
throughout the show. 
	 If the material isn’t the greatest, the entire 
Strawdog ensemble acts the hell out of it under 
Kyle Hamman’s direction. They may not be great 
singers (which is apparent when trained singer 
Smith belts out a powerful speech), but they all 
can hold a tune and sell the text.
	 McDonnell is a great example. Even if the 
metaphors in the lyrics of her unhappy song are 
baffling, she gets the point across with plenty 
of waterworks and pained body language. She 
pairs greatly with John Ferrick who plays the 
campaign manager Daniel Deering who isn’t the 
greatest at hiding his love for her.
	 Another thing to admire is the hulking set of 
Mike Smallwood that incorporates uniquely Chi-
cagoan structures throughout. The live score 
performed by the Denizens also sounds polished 
(if a bit too loud at times when paired with 
these actor-singers). 
	 As a musical, Old Town doesn’t work. But at 
least there is enough talented potential through-
out to encourage candidates Neveu and Fiksel to 
run again. 

“Mark Nadler is one of those rare live 
performers...he can play piano, sing 

and do a soft shoe all at once. 
Russian on the Side is fun!”  — Tribune 

“Endearing and at times insanely entertaining...
a goofy, musically brilliant tour de schtick...

pure entertainment!” — Variety

“Mark Nadler  
is prodigiously  
talented...he is a  
one-man entertainment  
machine...irresistible.” — Sun Times

The Royal George Theatre
1641 N. Halsted Street, Chicago  312-988-9000 
Also available at all Ticketmaster outlets, online at Ticketmaster.com or by phone 312-902-1500. 
Discounts for groups!  Call 312-423-6612.           RussianOnTheSideOnline.com   
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“A comic spark plug  
touched with brilliance.” — The New York Times
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ROADWAY ENGAGEMENT!

NOWPLAYING!

NOW THRU JUNE 15 ONLY!

Don Giovanni. Photo by Liz Lauren

Old Town. 
Photo by
Don Cardiff



America the
Beautiful,
Film Notes
By Richard Knight, Jr.

The poster for Darryl Roberts’ documentary 
America the Beautiful asks the question “Is 
America obsessed with beauty?,” and when one 
considers our plastic-surgery, youth-oriented, 
trashy-reality-show-mad culture, the answer 
isn’t just a resounding, ironic “yes,” it’s a Susan-
Powter-Stop-the-Insanity “YES!” Stop the insan-
ity, indeed.
	 As Roberts’ insightful and entertaining film 
makes clear, this obsession with physical per-
fection has wrought inestimable damage to our 
collective psyche and, worse, doesn’t show any 
sign of abating. It’s a huge topic, but Roberts 
manages to stuff in a lot of sobering statistics 
as he tackles a host of the usual culprits while 
unearthing new variations on the topic. Roberts’ 
personal approach is not unlike that of Michael 
Moore, though his spoken commentary isn’t 
nearly as snarky and you don’t feel him man-

aging the material; moreover, the humor in the 
film (and there’s lots of it) isn’t mean-spirited. 
His approach is looser, more free-form and it 
feels like the personalities come through intact 
with their honest responses to his queries (and 
Roberts—with his shambling, deceptively easy-
going manner and large comportment—could be 
the African-American doppelganger of Moore).
	 The film begins with the contrast between 
two 12-year-old African-American girls: Ashley, 
who frankly describes herself as “ugly” without 
a whisper of derision or self-pity and Gerren 
Taylor, her supposed opposite who is destined 
to become the darling of the New York designer 
runway shows. By the end, in a devastating sum-
mation, Taylor will seem to end up where Ashley 
has begun. In between, Roberts follows Taylor’s 
ascent as he sidebars into everything from an ad 
executive talking about women’s different levels 
of “beauty involvement” to a particularly dread-
ful story of plastic surgery gone wrong; the toxic 
substances hidden in perfumes and cosmetics; 
a Web site for “beautiful people” only; an an-
thropologist studying the adverse psychological 
effects of television’s idea of beauty on young 
teenage girls in Fiji; the continued rise of an-
orexia and bulimia; and on and on. Eve Ensler, 
gay gossip columnist Ted Casablanca, Paris Hil-
ton, Red Hot Chili Pepper’s Anthony Kiedis and 
assorted other experts on the subject make ap-
pearances as Roberts explores his subject. 
	 As Roberts’ movie also makes clear, the in-
herent shallowness of the cult of beauty has 
become blurred with the rise of our celebrity 
culture and our standards of beauty have be-
come much more rigid with the proliferation of 
technology, too. Breathtaking good looks used 
to be reserved for movie (and later TV) stars. 
Mere mortals couldn’t hope to look like the gods 
and goddesses on the screen and, honestly, they 
still can’t (it’s called lighting, make-up and CG 
effects, people) but dismantling and reveling in 
the flaws of the airbrushed, carefully construct-
ed non-human facades of the star beauties via 

the gossip Web sites and rags hasn’t lessened 
the insatiable need to try and physically emulate 
them (especially for women, and a case could be 
made for gay men as well).
	 America the Beautiful is a great film that ex-
plores some of these questions—a provocative 
cautionary tale that, fingers crossed, might also 
act as a wake-up call. The film opens Friday and 
plays exclusively at the Landmark Century Centre 
Cinema. Don’t miss it. www.americathebeauti-
fuldoc.com
	
Film Notes:
	 —The Music Box Theatre offers a weekend of 
movie genres for every taste. On Fri., May 9, the 
1979 Midnight Movie “classic” Rock-n-Roll High 
School—which features Halloween’s P.J. Soles 
as a Ramones groupie who leads a student revolt 
against the oppressive, rock-music-hating prin-
cipal, Miss Togar (the hilarious Mary Woronov)—
will screen at 8 p.m. Rock critics Greg Kot and 
Jim DeRogatis, co-hosts of “Sound Opinions,” 
will host the event and presumably chat with 
special guest Woronov about her frequent co-
star, the late gay actor-writer-director Paul Bar-
tel, who makes a cameo in the film.
	 Woronov is again the special guest Sat., May 
10, when host Rusty Nails presides over his an-
nual Sci-Fi Spectacular, which once again prom-
ises no less than 12 hours of sci-fi thrills and 
kicks off at noon. The marathon includes Island 

of the Lost Souls (the 1932 masterful version 
with gay actor Charles Laughton in the leading 
role), Earth vs. The Flying Saucers and Invasion 
of the Body Snatchers (both from 1956), 1981’s 
The Road Warrior (look for the crazed Wez, the 
gay killer with the Mohawk and his pretty blonde 
boy-toy who gets taken out by the feral kid’s 
deadly boomerang), 1975’s Paul Bartel’s Death 
Race 2000 (which co-stars Woronov), 1982’s Star 
Trek 2: The Wrath of Kahn (with hunky Ricardo 
Montalban as the villain), and, finally, 1987’s 
Robocop.
	 The weekend concludes Sun., May 11, with a 
screening of 1981’s Mommie Dearest—The Mt. 
Everest of Mother’s Day movies … on Mother’s 
Day. Dick O’Day (the alter ego of yours truly) 
hosts the 2:30 p.m. pre-show, which includes a 
Joan Crawford look-a-like contest, festive prizes 
and a performance by The Joans, David Cerda’s 
Joan Crawford rock band, followed by the 3 p.m. 
“interactive” screening. Early arrivals will also 
get a chance to pose for photos with Joan and 
Christina dolled up in their matching pinafores 
by renowned photographer Rick Aguilar (pro-
ceeds to benefit Season of Concern/Chicago). A 
few of those V.I.M. (Very Important Mother) $20 
tickets (1:30 p.m. brunch at Violet and preferred 
seating at the screening) are still available. 
Advance tickets and further information on all 
three events are at www.musicboxtheatre.com.
	 —Chicago Filmmakers presents Dyke Deli-
cious Series 5: Invisible Women (in front of 
and behind the camera) Sat., May 10. This edi-
tion of the long-running series includes Lip, a 
1999 short subject that focuses on Hollywood’s 
history of sidelining Black actresses into the 
stereotypical role of the maid (and “giving lip” 
to their white bosses) and Women Who Made the 
Movies, a 1992 overview of women behind the 
camera that includes directors Dorothy Azner 
and Ida Lupino. As usual, the evening begins 
with a 7 p.m. social hour followed by the screen-
ings at 8 p.m. Co-presented by Black Cat Produc-
tions. www.chicagofilmmakers.org 
	 Check out my archived reviews at www.
windycitytimes.com or www.knightatthemov-
ies.com. Readers can leave feedback at the 
latter Web site, where there is also ordering 
information on my book of collected film re-
views, Knight at the Movies 2004-2006.
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Darryl Roberts, director of America the 
Beautiful.

ABAB
April 16 -June 1, 2008

Call 312.337.0665 or visit 
www.lookingglasstheatre.org

In the Water Tower Water Works 
Michigan Ave at Pearson

Written and Directed by Laura Eason
Adapted from the novel by Jules Verne

A WORLD 
PREMIERE 
ADVENTURE

Darryl Roberts and 
the ‘Beautiful’ people 
By Richard Knight, Jr.

Filmmaker Darryl Roberts takes his time when 
making a movie. Over the last 20 years, there 
have been just three: The Perfect Model, his 
debut feature in 1988, which was followed by a 
drama called How U Like Me Now in 1993 and, 
now, America the Beautiful, his first documen-
tary. Roberts, a native Chicagoan and African 
American who performed with Second City, cre-
ated the film over a five-year period.
	 America the Beautiful has run in dozens of 
film festivals and has won tremendous critical 
and audience support. It plays an exclusive en-
gagement in Chicago at the Landmark Century 
Centre Cinema beginning Fri., May 9. 
	 Windy City Times: This idea about Amer-
ica’s obsession with beauty has been rumi-
nating inside your head for a long time, I 
take it?
	 Darryl Roberts: Not in reference to a docu-
mentary, but I think for a lot of my life I was 
a victim of falling only for beautiful women 
without realizing I was a victim. I think that 
kind of ruminated under the surface and came 
out in this documentary.
	 WCT: This resonated with me because this 
obsession with beauty and the perfect phy-
sique is a long standing issue in the gay 
community.
	 DR: Funny you mention that. Last November 
I did a screening at a film festival and fashion 
stylist Michael Holdaway was there with his 

best friend, Ted Casablanca from the E! Chan-
nel, and they’re big in the gay community. I 
was thinking, “I wonder what they’re going to 
think?” Afterwards, they said that they loved 
it and Ted went on the E! Channel the next day 
and told everyone they needed to see the film 
and that was awesome.
	 WCT: I was surprised to see the film open 
with two Black teenagers and one say-
ing point blank without any problem, “I’m 
ugly.” That stunned me because I remem-
ber reading a lot of articles over the last 10 
years claiming that young Black girls did not 
go through the same body-image problems 
that young white girls did.
	 DR: For decades, this was absolutely true. 
There was a very distinct difference between 
young white and Black girls and their concept 
of beauty. Being thicker was a source of pride, 
and to be really skinny was really thought of as 
negative. It wasn’t until recently—and they say 
this is happening within the last six years—
Black girls started getting plastic surgery and 
they’ve started having body-image problems. 
The advertising industry is so pervasive that 
they’ve just broken down that wall.
	W CT: This [film] has got to feel great after 
all this work and all these years. It sounds 
like it was a real labor of love.
	 DR: It does and it was.

	 Read the entire interview at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
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Robert Gant:
The spying 
game
By Andrew Davis

For years, Robert Gant entertained audiences 
on the Showtime series Queer as Folk as kind-
hearted professor Ben. Now, he has moved on to 
other projects—notably, the here!TV movie Kiss 
Me Deadly: A Jacob Keane Assignment, where 
he plays the title character (a spy who happens 
to be gay) opposite Shannen Doherty. Gant dis-
cussed various aspects of the movie with Windy 
City Times—and also talked a little bit about 
coming out and politics.
	 Windy City Times: Could you tell our readers 
what Kiss Me Deadly is about?
	 Robert Gant: It’s about a guy who has this 
past as a spy. He was a spy behind the [Berlin] 
Wall back in the day. We start this movie just 
before the wall falls and he—along with Marta, 
a spy cohort—no longer becomes relevant be-
cause the life he knows ceases to exist.
	 So he’s a retired spy. He’s now a photographer; 
he has a child and a partner he loves. At the 
top of the film, his past, in the form of Marta, 
shows up out of nowhere—and she can’t remem-
ber anything except that people are after her. 
So Jacob is dragged very begrudgingly back into 
that life he wanted nothing more to do with.
	 The film, in many ways, is about moving him 
back into something that’s so threaded into his 
fabric. Fight it as he may, he’s taken on the garb 
again and has assumed the role he had long 
since put aside. So the film sets him up to be 
the spy again.
	 WCT: Speaking of which—and without get-
ting too specific—I was wondering if that 
very last scene was more business or pleasure 
for your character.
	 RG: I think it’s supposed to have that ambigu-
ity. The guy [that Keane talks with] is an opera-
tive, and he’s coming to Jacob with an assign-
ment, but there’s clearly some energy. I think 
that [scene] launches him into what he’s going 
to become.
	 WCT: So we can expect a whole franchise or 
series?
	 RG: I suppose so. It’s up to the here! network, 
but I think that’s what they’ve been talking 
about—and [the following movies] will be even 
more sexy and exciting.

	 WCT: That’s going to be kind of hard to top 
[Gant laughs], because there’s plenty of eye 
candy for men and women, like [villain] Ian 
Roberts.
	 RG: Yes, there is—and I think that’s definitely 
intentional. Yet, at the same time, one of the 
cool things is that [Jacob] just happens to be 
gay; it’s part of the back story of who he is. He 
represents a role model, of sorts, in the ficti-
tious realm. We’re beginning to have a number 
of role models in life. Over the many years, we 
have [individuals] that young [gay] people can 
look to who will cause them to feel better about 
themselves. One thing we haven’t had—but that 
straight people have had—are these fictional 
characters like Superman and various superhe-
roes and spies. This opens up a new door, and 
[having a character like Jacob] continues to 
move us forward; this pushes us to a place we 
haven’t been to before. And it was a heck of a 
lot of fun; I’ve always wanted to do an action 
film. It was a terrific experience, and I loved the 
director. It was also nice to get a bit of a detour 
from the heavier, dramatic stuff, which I love as 
well.
	 WCT: What was it like working with Shannen 
Doherty? People have said and heard so many 
things about her.
	 RG: Honestly, it was great; she was a trouper. 
I had the same kind of uncertainty, and I think 
that she has matured and come into her own as 
a person. She was committed to showing up and 
being professional and doing good work. At the 
same time, one of the wonderful things about 

her is that she has this great diva quality—in 
a good way. She’s strong and has a real sense 
of power. One reason that gay men are drawn 
to diva-type women is that [these women] buck 
the system. She was really great, and we had a 
really great time talking about boys and other 
things.
	 WCT: You filmed this movie in New Zealand, 
which is one of my dream destinations. What 
was that like?
	 RG: Unfortunately, I was under such a time 
constraint that I got there, worked nonstop and 
had to leave immediately after [filming]. So I 
was in and around Auckland the whole time. It 
was great, but it’s not overly distinctive. But 
I look forward to going back and having that 
whole other experience.
	 However, I love the people. They’re so real, 
authentic, easygoing and fun.
	 WCT: Now, I want to talk about being out. 
I recently spoke with a singer who said that, 
essentially, there is no reason for anyone to 
not be out in show business. How do you feel 
about that statement?
	 RG: Wow. I don’t agree, not even a little bit. 
I think that people get to their truth when and 
how they get to it. It’s a little presumptuous 
of me to try to contemplate what anyone else’s 
experience has been.
	 I had a tough time when I first came out. The 
family experience was one that certainly did not 
foster being out in any shape or form—and I 
know of examples that were much more severe 
than mine. “No reason?” Well, I think that peo-
ple have their own processes for finding out the 
truth. Quite honestly, it doesn’t inherently serve 
us to have someone on the front line who isn’t 
happy with who they are; they’re likely to be 
self-destructive or what have you. They have to 
move beyond self-loathing or self-judgment.
	 It would be great if everyone were out, but it 
needs to happen in an organic way. To say that 
everyone must be out is a bit nonsensical to me; 
it doesn’t make any sense.

	 The other part of the “no-reason” thing is that 
some people feel that their ability to earn would 
be diminished [if they came out], and that may 
or may not be true. I’m sure that there are parts 
I haven’t gotten because I’m openly gay, and I 
know that there are parts I have gotten because 
I’m openly gay. I can’t speak to the experience 
that anyone else would have. It does feel pre-
sumptuous for me to know what anyone else’s 
experience is going to be.
	 [Gant is told that the singer is in his early 
20s.]
	 Well, that’s why. I get it. I think it’s great that 
someone is in that kind of a place for them-
selves, where they can’t fathom why someone 
might hold back. Maybe a younger person did 
not face the same kind of discrimination and 
benefited from having lots of role models. Maybe 
it’s youthful naivete—I don’t know. I look for-
ward to everyone feeling the wherewithal to be 
who they are.
	 WCT: On the political front, you have been 
involved in a gay-vote mobilization effort.
	 RG: Yes. I feel that we have some talented 
people who are options for us, and I have a per-
spective about using one of our great potential 
candidates too soon; I feel like we’d shoot our-
selves in the foot. But it’s just one perspective.
	 We’re looking at two people with powerful 
potential, so we have some significant options. 
But it’s been great for me to know what I feel. 
The game plan I have mapped out in my head is 
16 years of Democrats in the White House and, 
most important, there are the Supreme Court 
justice nominees who would go with 16 years 
of what I see as Hillary-Hillary-Barack-Barack. 
That’s a thrilling prospect, [but] who knows 
what will unfold? I’m open to whatever shows 
itself. At the end of the day, all I do is advocate 
on behalf of what I believe [in] and trust the 
results.
	 Kiss Me Deadly: A Jacob Keane Assignment 
will air on here! throughout May. Visit www.
heretv.com to find out more.

Robert Gant and Shannen Doherty in Kiss Me 
Deadly. Photo courtesy of here! TV

Windy City Times
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MAY 11 AT 2:30 PM

HELL IN A HANDBAG PRODUCTIONS AND 
THE MUSIC BOX PRESENT... 

Musical performance by...

Hosted by 

Dick O’Day

Mother’s Day with

Mommie   
Dearest

A special presentation of the film
with interactive audience guide

PLUS

Pre-film festivities hosted 
by Dick O’Day!

INCLUDING

A performance by THE JOANS!
AND

A Joan Crawford look-a-like contest! 

Tickets: $12 thru TicketWeb.com.

MUSIC BOX THEATRE • 3733 N. SOUTHPORT CHICAGO • 773-871-6604
Info at HANDBAGPRODUCTIONS.ORG, THEJOANSBAND.COM, DICKODAY.COM, MUSICBOXTHEATRE.COM
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CLASSIFIEDS
ADvertise here
ADVERTISE HERE: Want to advertise your product, ser-
vice, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the 
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient 
service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online sec-
tion for free. To place an ad, contact Cynthia at 773-
871-7610, cynthia@windycitymediagroup.com, or 
go to our website www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

ART
CALL FOR ARTISTS: Skokie Art Guild’s 47th Annual Art 
Fair. July 12-13, 2008. Fine Art. Held on the Village 
Green, Oakton St., Downtown Skokie, IL. Prizes 
and Awards. For application/information contact 
skokieart@aol.com Tel. 847-677-8163 (5/28/08-4) 

CALL TO LESBIAN ARTISTS: Lesbian Art Movement Show 
& Video: art to the gallery by May 31. Liz Long Gallery 
sophiebella@sbcglobl.net (5/21/08-4)

BODY WORK 
BODYWORK: For a man by a man neck to toe. Relief of 
tension and stress. Clean suburban location, easy to get 
to, immediate appointments, 7 days, 10am on. 630-
235-4507 (5/21/08-4)

CLEANING SERVICES
CLEANING, MAID AND JANITOR SERVICE: Careful, 
caring, meticulous small business and small building 
janitorial cleaning service. Landlord/tenant cleaning, 
post construction/rehab cleaning, before/after party 
cleaning and much, much more. We respectfully clean 
for AIDS and other ill patients, the severely depressed, 
the elderly, the physically/mentally challenged, divorce, 
after the burglar trashed your home/office and the de-
ceased. We’ll organize your chaos and then clean it! 
Can we help you? Bonded. Chestnut Cleaning Service: 
312-332-5575. (5/24/08-tk)

COUNSELING

SOLUTION FOCUSED COUNSELING: 2nd Story Counsel-
ing offers solution focused counseling for individuals 
& couples in a warm and gentle atmosphere. Our thera-
pists have strong experience with depression, anxiety, 
body image issues and relationship challenges. Lakev-
iew location with good street parking and steps away 
from CTA. Why not chart a new life course today? 
773-528-1777 (5/21/08-4)

DECKS

FITNESS
PERSONAL TRAINER: Rachel Lavin, M. A. Realize your 
goals through 12 week success programs. Lose weight, 
get in shape and be the best you can be. CORRECTED 
NUMBER: 773-251-7874 (PP1/08/09PP)

GARAGE SALE
THE GREAT PARKER GARAGE SALE: Garage Sale at the 
Francis W. Parker School in Lincoln Park, 2233 N. Clark 
Street. Saturday, May 17, 9am-4pm and Sunday, May 
18, 10am-4pm. CASH ONLY. Clothes, toys, electronics, 
sports equipment, furniture, art, accessories, house 
wares. 773-797-5516. (5/14/08-2)

GETAWAYS
HARBOR COUNTRY - MICH/IND: Designer’s unique cot-
tage with large, open 2 story living space. 2 bdrs., 2 
bths., can sleep six. Lg. screened porch, lovely garden 
& terrace.  All amenities. Beautiful beaches close. 80 
mins. from the Loop and 80 mins. to Saugatuck. Sat/
Sat rental at $1,200./wk. Pics avail. Must see. 773-
929-2295 (5/28/08-8)

NEW BUFFALO: Enjoy 2 or 3 bedroom cottages, 5 blocks 
from the lake. Full kitchens, central air, decks; all linens 
and dinnerware supplied. Check out www.envoytravel.
com/envoyresorts.htm, call Envoy Travel 312-787-
2400 or 800-44-ENVOY. (S)

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME ANTIQUE STORE: Antique store needs a 
person around 30 hours a month. Days flexible. Sales, 
polishing, moving furniture, display, etc. Some heavy 
work. Reply to: Smythsonyeats@sbcglobal.net 
(5/07/08-1)

FAMILY ASSISTANT: Are you a combined Butcher, Baker 
and Candlestick Maker? Northside family seeks all-round 
kid driver and personal assitant. Part Time. Good Pay. 
Email me at jkovera@hotmail.com (5/07/08-1)

WINDY CITY MEDIA GROUP IS LOOKING FOR AN EXPE-
RIENCED ACCOUNT MANAGER: To sell all products of-
fered.  Sell print ads for 2 weekly publications, web ads 
on our extremely busy website, weekly eblasts, podcasts 
and promotional events.  GOOD leads ready and waiting 
for you.  Sales experience a must. Work in the commu-
nity.  Have fun AND make money.  Please fax resume 
to 773.871.7609 or email to

Terri@WindyCityMediaGroup.com

INSURANCE
EXPERIENCED CHICAGO AGENT BEATS ONLINE EVERY-
TIME WITH ABSOLUTE LOWEST RATES: Only major 
companies + award winning service to GLBT community 
for 20+ years. Convenient communication: phone, fax, 
e-mail, podcast, + apply on-line or appointment. Call 
Ron 800-400-7133. www.LowCostHighBenefitInsur-
ance.com. (P6/18/08-52)

INTERPRETER
For your American Sign Language/English interpret-
ing needs: To consult with you or your company with 
your ADA needs. Diana Thorpe CI/CT/NIC Master, Na-
tionally Certified Interpreter, 773-401-1339, or e-
mail thorpe2001@aol.com [P-TB]

LIFE COACH
COURTNEY PARKS COACHING, MA, CPCC: Dedicated to 
helping women create passion, success and balance 
in their career. As a Certified Life Coach (and a les-
bian), she works with women to discover and DO what 
they love while enjoying their life too! To schedule 
a complimentary consultation, call 847-217-2387. 

courtneyparks@sbcglobal.net www.courtneyparks.
com (6/25/08-13)

MASSAGE THERAPY
POWER MASSAGE: Deep, strong, and rejuvenating 
with lean muscular athlete.  In calls and house calls 
with table.  Late hours ok.  Convenient location.  Re-
located practice from NYC.  Treat yourself.  www.
PowerMassageChicago.com.  Marc, 312-440-1972.  
(PP4/15/09PP)

YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF!: Experience the therapeu-
tic benefits of deep tissue/wellness massage by a li-
censed GBM professional.  Relieve stress, feel better! 
Non-sexual. South Shore Area.  In, $65/hr. or $85/1.5 
hrs.; out, add $20. 773-933-7219 or 773-576-4659. 
(PP2/19/09PP)

PLUMBING
KGM PLUMBING, INC.: Licensed plumbing contractor 
offering full plumbing services including repair work, 
remodeling, new work, violations, and RPZ testing/cer-
tification. Licensed-Bonded-Insured. 847-583-8988. 
(7/02/08-12)

SPIRITUALITY
KOL HANESHAMAH, FOR PEOPLE OF ALL PERSUASIONS: 
We are a community (Edgewater / Andersonville) in for-
mation, looking for spiritually oriented Jewish people 
seeking a conversation with God and man in a post 
denominational setting. If you are interested in con-
necting to your Jewish soul, journey with us. E-mail 
Rabbi Shael Siegel at: www.shael.siegel@gmail.com 
(5/28/08-4)

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WONDERING WHAT to do with those windows?:  
Call me! I take care of it all from design through instal-
lation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE Inte-
riors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty in 
window treatments for over 24 years. 773-273-2361.  
(12/31/08-sk)

Serving the Jewish LGBT Community

Individuals • Couples • Families

For services in the city or suburbs, call
Danny Hirschhorn at (847) 568-5200.

JCFS is a partner in serving our community, receiving support from
the Jewish United Fund/ Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago

BOOK REVIEWS
Ready
Written by Elizabeth Gregory
$26.00; Basic Books; 298 pages

This Common Secret:
My Journey as an
Abortion Doctor
Written by Susan Wicklund
$24.95; Public Affairs Books; 
268  pages
REVIEW BY YASMIN NAIR

Elizabeth Gregory’s Ready is about a phenom-
enon she calls “later motherhood,” of women 
having children, either biologically or by adop-
tion, in their forties and beyond. Susan Wick-
lund’s This Common Secret is about her twenty 
years of experience as an abortion provider and 
the changing landscape of abortion rights. Wick-
lund’s clients are rural pregnant women in need 
of abortions in a world where clinics sometimes 
remain for only a few days a month. Gregory is 
the Director of Women’s Studies and Associate 
Professor of English at the University of Hous-
ton. Her book draws from a small sample of 132 
women, all of whom share her privileged back-
ground.
	 Wicklund writes about her own alienating ex-

perience with abortion, with cold instruments 
and colder nurses, and her subsequent resolve 
to ensure that she could provide women in 
similar situations with a far more supportive 
atmosphere. But abortion rights have, by law, 
become increasingly restrictive and onerous for 
poorer women in particular. For many, the fight 
for “abortion rights” may well be a moot point. 
	 Wicklund has had to bear witness to it all, 
from the abortion protestor who showed up for 
an abortion and still called Wicklund a sinner, to 

the man who brought in his daughter to abort 
the child he’d fathered. On woman lost her job 
because of the required 24-hour waiting period 
which forced her to take extra time off that she 
couldn’t explain. 
	 In sharp contrast, Susan Gregory’s book is op-
timistic to the extreme. She sees a brave new 
world where birthing technologies and adoption 
opportunities make for a perfect world where 
anyone (in her social class) can become a par-
ent. It never occurs to her that women might 
not want that chance; it’s clear she feels that 
having children is the ultimate mark of adult-
hood. Or, as one of the women puts it, “I could 
never have shown up [for them] in my twenties 
because I was too busy trying to show up for 
myself.” 
	 Her eagerness to render childrearing in the 
sunniest of terms prompts Gregory to make 
bizarre statements, as in her description of in-
ternational adoption: “part of the hope around 
adoption in impoverished countries is that the 
children who are adopted out will gain the edu-
cation and resources needed to return as adults 
and help make things better for their birth 
country.” It’s unclear why she would ignore the 
economic duress that forces countries like China 
and India to turn into baby factories in the first 
place. Or that adoptive children are not sent out 
as economic emissaries to the world. 
	 Even more disconcerting is her willful ignor-
ing of the issues of child-rearing that face most 
parents today. Gregory gets around all that by 

only focusing on women of her own class, lead-
ing her to write blithely that “highly educated 
women spend intense amounts of time stimu-
lating creativity in small numbers of children, 
preparing those kids to be the innovative work-
ers the market now demands.” Such statements 
are typical of her placement of women’s bodies 
and the children they bear or adopt as agents of 
neoliberalism.
	 Gregory’s book cloaks reproduction in terms 
of choice and technology. Wicklund provides a 
stark look at the realities of reproduction from 
the other side. Her book gives us the perspec-
tives and experiences of women for whom giv-
ing birth might be an unwanted experience but 
whose rights to terminate their own pregnan-
cies are increasingly being eroded by the very 
economic system that Gregory celebrates so 
joyously. Elizabeth Gregory shouldn’t be held 
directly responsible for the world that Wicklund 
inhabits, but a book about reproduction could 
at least be more aware of the socio-economic 
circumstances surrounding the same.
	 Placed next to each other, these two books 
provide unsettling insights into a climate where 
the ability to reproduce and the ability to cease 
reproduction are mired in a complex entangle-
ment of access and privilege. Seen through 
these two lenses, motherhood emerges less as 
a privileged and natural process of adulthood 
and more as an experience mediated by women’s 
gendered relationships to inequality.
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FOR SALE

OUT OF TOWN
NEW BUFFALO BLOWOUT SALE WALDEN WOODS!: Four 
remaining cottages reduced to less than cost. Buy as 
is and finish yourself or we will finish. Custom built, 
charming, and private with upscale ammenities. 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, all cedar with huge screened porches. 
Reduced $55,000 to $345,000. Call Sue/Joe @GPS 
Realty 269-469-3700. (2/27/08-4)

MILLER BEACH HOME: Two new homes minutes to Lake 
Michigan in a quiet eclectic community. Homes sit on 
over an acre of woods and sand dunes. Ample room 
for an outdoor pool without compromising yard space. 
Close to nature preserves, deer and wild turkey can be 
seen walking through the yards in the morning and eve-
ning. Homes are 2200 to 2300 sq ft. Open floor plans, 
cathedral foyer; hardwood, ceramic and carpeted floors. 
Appliances included, two and half car garages Great op-
portunity for a vacation home or a permanent residence 
@ $246,000 or get friends or family together and buy 
both for $470,000. Call Angel today 219-614-5012 or 
BFDHomes@aol.com (12/26/07-2)

ONE HOUR DRIVE FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO - 
LaPORTE, IN: Great home on quiet lake in Laporte. This 
house has been professionally painted through out, 
with the kitchen having its own unique decorative look. 
It includes one of a kind concrete counter top on cabi-
nets. There is even a custom-made faux-patina copper 
top on bar area. Hardwood floors on main level were 
ones pulled from a 100 year old building in Chicago. 
New carpeting has also been installed during the last 
few months on second level. The great room includes 
a wood-burning fireplace surrounded by built-in book 
cases. The master bedroom area has oversized cedar-
lined closets with fantastic views of the lake. The mas-
ter bath is Travertine marble with a large jetted tub and 
the main bath is custom ceramic tile. The exterior of the 
home offers seclusion, custom made deck area and your 
own fire pit to enjoy on fall nights. Some of the other 
fine features of this home include hardwood French co-
lonial doors on the interior, second floor laundry area, 
and slate foyer. $249,900. Tommy Sunn, Century 21 
1st Team, Inc. 219-575-0881 www.tommysunn21.
com (3/12/08)

GREAT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY! LAKE GENEVA WIS-
CONSIN: Approximately 1 acre property. Vintage brick 
Victorian. Approximately 2,700 Sq. ft with luxury guest 
house. 2.5 new garage, 1 vintage garage. Totally updat-
ed. 2 blocks from lake, 4 blocks from downtown. Many 
uses, business zoning. Now used as B&B. $649,000 
for sale by owner. Call toll free 1-877-249-0632. 
(3/26/08-4)

HOUSE
EVANSTON VINTAGE BUNGALOW SALE: Charming 1.5 
story classic bungalow. 3 bedrooms. 2.5 baths. Beauti-
ful, friendly tree-lined block. 4 blocks from Metra and 
purple line. Fireplace. Updated kitchen. Enclosed porch. 
Fenced landscaped yard. Qualified buyers don’t need 
agent… for sale by owner. See full MLS listing

www.realtor.com/Prop/1098799655. To see, call 847-
491-1027. (5/28/08-4)

CONDO
CHARACTER FILLED CHURCH HOME: 3057 N. Clifton 
2BD+DEN/2BTH ftrs: Exposed Brick, 20’ cathedral ceil-
ings, newly remodeled kitchen & baths w/granite cn-
trtps, S/S appls, heated parking, rooftop deck, walk to 
L. Contact Jeff Dyra (iTown Realty) - 773-592-3088 
or jdyra@itownrealty.com. (5/07/08-3)

NILES: Renaissance complex well maint  2br unit - just 
move in! In unit laundry, lrg balcony off lr/dr, heat-
ed underground parking, nice convenient location! 
$220,000’s Mid-American Realty 708-254-0551. 
(5/21/08-3)

CONDO: ARLINGTON HEIGHTS: 1st floor 1 bedroom 
condo to the “nines”. Maple cabinets, granite counters, 
hardwood floor with open floor plan. Contact Jan@RE/
MAX SUBURBAN 847-385-3311 See pics at

www.JanMcNulty.com (5/14/08-2)

CO-OP
3500 N. LAKESHORE CO-OP: 2BR + den, 2BA. Great lake, 
park, city views. All the vintage charm, wbf, high ceil-
ings, central ac, w/d, eat-in kitchen, new baths. Nearby 
garage parking paid by seller for 1 year. $499,000. 
Gloria Narrod, Baird & Warner RE 312-281-2330. 
(6/18/08-12)

FOR RENT

STUDIO
1332 W. HOOD AVE. - EDGEWATER STUDIOS: Beautiful 
studios, one w/ galley kitchen. All utilities included. 
Laundry in building. Close to  “L,”  lake and shopping. 
Credit check required. $585/mo. No sec. dep. Avail. 
May & June. Please call 773-392-4550 or see

www.landstarrealty.com. (5/07/08-4)
APARTMENTS FOR RENT: Studio,1&2 Bedroom apart-
ments in Oak Park & Forest Park. $610.00-$975.00. 
Include Heat/Cooking Gas. Forest Park with Parking. 
Call Circle Property Management 708-725-3110 M-F 
10AM-4PM circlemgnt@yahoo.com. (5/14/08-4)

ONE BEDROOM
IN THIS MOMENT: Here in Edgewater for you a big and 
joyously sunny one bedroom. Walk to shops, bus, Red 
Line and beach. Look at all the closets, cabinetry and 
closet space. Large kitchen and dining room, plus 
storage and laundry. $780/mo. with heat! Where’s 
the phone? 773-706-6065 or tahbs@rcn.com 
(5/07/08-3)

TWO BEDROOM
SOUTHPORT CORRIDOR: Totally renovated Victorian 
2 flat, huge livingroom w/ fireplace, high ceiling, 
dishwasher, w/d, original woodwork, deck, back yard, 
eat-in kitchen, security system, smoke free building, pets 
OK. Call Anne 312-804-0422, anncollinsdolenew@
sbcglobal.net (5/14/08-2)

ROGERS PARK-3 BLOCKS FROM LAKE!: Two bed/2bath 
w/fireplace and 2 balconies. Four bed/3bath w/2 
fireplaces. Hardwood floors, stainless steel appliances. 
$1,600-2,600/mo. w/gas, heat, water included. No 
dogs. 1534 W. Greenleaf Open Sun 1-4. 847-401-
1517 (5/07/08-1)

REAL ESTATE
3025 N Kenmore Ave.

$1,188,000

3 Story Victorian
+ Separate 2 BR 

Garden
Apt Rental

Lrg. 4 bed 3.5 bth owner’s unit.  Kit w/
granite, s/s/ app. 2 diswshs, 2 ovens, 
subzero ref.  First flr. FR w/fireplace, french 
drs. to deck, fncd yrd & 2 car gar.  Mst suite 
w/cath ceil, loft, deck & luxurious bath.  3 
levels of gleaming hrdwd flrs.  2.5 blks to 
“L”.  Rental has 2 bed, 1bth, sep. HVAC 
and W/D, rents for $1,550/ mo. 

Dennis Eng
773-562-2130

think green.
Go ahead. Stretch. Kick off your shoes. You’re living in a new home at Roosevelt 
Square now, and the grass and trees aren’t the only things that are green.  Everything 
from the photoelectric curbside lights to the energy-effi cient appliances has been 
designed to give you that “green” peace of mind.  Which brings us back to that lawn 
and those trees, and that park nearby – the one that’s close to the café and the bakery 
and that specialty shop you love.  And Roosevelt Square’s fl oor plans were designed 
to be fl exible and welcoming at any price. So don’t be suprised when you have to 
remind yourself to spend at least part of your day outside.
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sity, Rule moved to Chicago to study at Second 
City. After graduating from their conservatory, 
Rule performed in a number of plays and mu-
sicals in Chicago. The evening she met Webber, 
Rule was planning to move to New York City in 
three weeks. She did relocate and by the end 
of the summer had been cast in the nationwide 
tour of the children’s classic “Lyle Lyle Croco-
dile.” The show earned Rule her union card. 
When the tour ended, she returned to Chicago.  
	 Webber was interested in Rule from the start, 
and was no stranger to going after what she 
wanted, a fact which is apparent after the brief-
est glance at her resume. Christy Webber Land-
scapes began in 1988 with two employees and a 
mower and now boasts 100 trucks and over 250 
employees. She has won the Chicago Entrepe-
neural Award from Inc. Magazine five years in a 
row and this past March was inducted into The 
Chicago Area Entrepreneurship Hall of Fame. The 
first major growth spurt in her business came 
in 1998 when Webber put in a bid and won the 
contract to care for the grounds of The United 
Center, home of the Chicago Bulls. Since then the 
growth of Christy Webber Landscapes has been 
astronomical. Large municipal subcontractors 
started using her regularly and, soon, Webber 
was also receiving various City of Chicago main-
tenance contracts. In addition to her numerous 
residential and commercial jobs, Christy Webber 
Landscapes holds contracts for maintainance on 
the grounds and gardens of Midway and O’Hare 
Airports, McCormick Place, Lincoln Park Zoo, 
Navy Pier and The Museum of Science and In-
dustry. However, her crowning glory is Chicago’s 
newest landmark: Millennium Park. Webber is ex-
tremely proud of the phenomenal tree and shrub 
work her company has done on the 24.5-acre 
grounds.  
	 Yet, despite her singular career success and 
seemingly happy home life something was lack-
ing, at least for her partner, Rule. “Webber didn’t 
want kids originally. It was me who always had 
dreams of the family and the house and the hard 
working husband.” Finally, things were at an 
impasse and Rule had to make a decision. “It 
was actually her decision,” Rule said. “I said to 
Webber, ‘Look, I really want to talk to you about 
this because if you truly don’t want any children 
I might need to move on.’” 
	 The 46-year-old Webber was torn for a bit. 
Then, while having tea one Sunday afternoon 
with a lesbian couple in Hyde Park it suddenly 
became clear. According to Rule, “Webber and I 
were relaxing, watching our friends’ boys play 
ball in the yard and she turned to me and said, 
‘Hey Jen, why don’t you have one and I’ll have 

one? We’ll both do it.’” Their friends were thrilled 
that Webber had changed her mind. They said it 
was a wonderful idea and reassured Webber that 
she wasn’t too old to carry a baby.  
	 However, Rule had her doubts: “We knew Web-
ber was menopausal, so there was no way her 
eggs were going to hold and we didn’t want to 
adopt. It was important for Webber to be in-
volved in the process rather than simply hav-
ing me inseminated. Webber decided she wanted 
to carry the child.” Webber never wanted to be 
on the periphery of anything. If the two women 
were going to start a family it had to be about 
the both of them. 
	 Wasting no time, they promptly made an ap-
pointment at the Fertility Center of Illinois in 
late March 2006. The in vitro fertilization (IVF) 
clinic at 900 N. Kingsbury has been helping 
infertile couples since 1976 and is world re-
known for its high success rate. The attending 
doctor, reproductive endrocrinologist Brian R. 
Kaplan, M.D., is a respected leader in the area 
and has one of the largest and most successful 
practices in the field. Still, Rule had misgivings 
about Webber carrying a child to term: “I really 
believed that when they looked at us and saw 
Webber is stressed and menopausal, that she ac-
tively runs a company, and that she also smokes 
that they were going to tell me to do it. We went 
in there and told him what we wanted and he 
said, “Okay, Jennie. We’ll take your eggs and put 
them in Christy and you’ll have a child. I was 
stunned. It was that simple.”
	 The two agreed that the overwhelming mood 
of the clinic could be depressing: “The waiting 
room was overrun with all these straight cou-
ples and so many women. It was packed every 

time we went there. There was just such despair, 
worry, and desperation. It was hard not to feel 
it. For many of them this was the last shot. We 
were new to it all. We didn’t know what we were 
doing. We didn’t have an appreciation of how 
tough it can be. What scared us the most in that 
waiting room were all the pictures on the walls 
of twins and triplets.” 
	 Webber was quick to point out that those fears 
were soon quieted. The two weren’t looking for a 
multiple-birth pregnancy, which oftentimes can 
include an array of risk factors such as premature 
births, low birth weight, caesarians, disability 
and even death. “We signed an agreement that 
we would go with the most viable egg and would 
selectively reduce if more than one egg took,” 
said Webber. Though it was a unanimous deci-
sion, Webber admitted that the choice made her 
uncomfortable. “It just seemed really ungodly to 
me.” Luckily, it was a decision the two women 
were never forced to make.   
	 The couple also opted to have an anonymous 
sperm donor. “We decided to go to California 
Cryobank for sperm,” Rule said. “We knew a lot 
of men who would have been great candidates, 
but we didn’t want them to have ties or claims 
to the baby. If we were going to do this it was 
just going to be about the two of us.
	 “We paid the cost to get a full donor profile. 
We could see a form of his head. We wanted 
good-looking, tall and, most importantly, we 
wanted a donor who would match so that the kid 
would look like us—someone of Finnish, Ger-
man [and] English descent. But they show you 
so much more for the full price, where the ears 
are placed, what sort of jaw and nose the do-
nor has, eye color, everything. It’s kind of weird 
because at a certain point you feel as though 
you’re catalogue shopping for your baby.”  
	 By the end of the summer in 2006 all the pre-
liminaries were in order and the couple began 
going to the Fertility Center branch in Highland 
Park for injections and pills that were primarily 
a combination of birth control and hormones. 
Their cycles had to be in sync so when they 
harvested Rule’s eggs Webber’s body would be 
receptive. Taking those medications caused Rule 
to develop a blood clot in her leg. The clot re-
sulted in a delay of three or four months in the 
process. 
	 To hear Webber and Rule discuss the entire IVF 
ordeal was fascinating. It seemed that once the 
wheels were set in motion that events simply 
unfolded. “We were flying by the seat of our 
pants. We were both sort of bluffing each other 
and going through with the shots and stuff. I 
don’t think we ever really thought we would end 
up with a child.” 
	 Harvesting Rule’s eggs caused some inconve-
nience, primarily in the timing. The date set was 
also the weekend that Rule’s brother was getting 
married in Michigan. The two drove to Highland 
Park at 6 a.m. The nurses took Rule into a tiny 
cubicle and had her put on a hospital gown. Af-
ter receiving the anesthetic the last thing Rule 
recalled was asking the nurse, “Are you the ca-
bana boy?” Upon awakening, Rule was asked her 
age by the doctor. When she replied that she was 
38 the doctor smiled and said, “You have more 
eggs than a twentysomething.” Webber promptly 
asked him if he wanted to buy some. The doctor 
flatly responded, “No, she’s too old.” 
	 Still a bit groggy from the egg retrieval, Rule 
got in the car and the couple was off to the 
Michigan for the nuptuals. Rule was amazed at 
how good she felt once the anesthetic wore off. 
“I was fine. They said I might be sore but I re-
ally didn’t feel a thing. That night I think I even 
danced to Michael Jackson’s ‘Thriller.’”  
	 Exactly three days later Webber went to the 
Highland Park facility for the in vitro fertiliza-
tion. When Webber entered the fertilization 
room, she noticed the large-screen TV. “I looked 
at that and asked the doc if we were going to 
watch the game,” she said. Besides Webber and 
the doctor, a techinician and a scientist were 
also present. Webber was not drugged when 
Dr. Kaplan began the process. His movements 
appeared on the large-screen monitor. Using 
vaginal ultrasound, the technician coached him 

towards the optimal spot for successful uterine 
insemination. When Kaplan finally found the 
ideal place, the other doctor gave the eggs to 
Kaplan which were then injected. “I didn’t feel 
much of anything,” Webber said. “They put three 
fertilized eggs inside me. After it was all over I 
got up and they all shook my hand and congrat-
ulated me. I told them I’d had sex a lot rougher 
than that! And we all laughed. I drove myself 
home that day and I remember thinking on the 
drive, ‘Christy Webber, now what the hell have 
you done?’”
	 When Webber returned to the clinic for her 
follow-up visit, she remembered the nurse doing 
the ultrasound. After a bit the woman smiled 
and said, “I hear another heartbeat. You’re preg-
nant!” Webber thought it was a joke: “I never 
in a million years thought it would take. I just 
never thought it would work. I told her I had 
bled a little bit over the weekend. I guess that 
was just one of the other eggs not taking.” 
	 Conscious of the expense of all this, Webber 
and Rule ended up returning all the unused fer-
tilization drugs and needles to the clinic (along 
with some Christy Webber Landscapes T-shirts) 
for people who wanted to get pregnant but were 
having trouble paying for the procedure. The av-
erage base cost of an IVF cycle is about $15,000 
and subsequent cycles using frozen embryos run 
about $5,000. As it was, the costly procedure 
was covered almost entirely by Webber’s insur-
ance.  
	 The fertilization was a success, but pregnancy 
was hardly a bed of roses for the landscaper: “I 
was the most miserable pregnant lady you could 
imagine. I was sort of ashamed at business 
meetings where it felt like they were saying, ‘Oh 
no; here comes the pregnant lady with the hor-
mones.’ I wasn’t Christy Webber; I was The Preg-
nant Lady. As a boss, I didn’t want to use the 
hormones thing as an excuse, so I covered up 
being pregnant and wore baggy clothes. I hardly 
wore any real maternity clothes. Being pregnant 
felt like a weakness. They sure loved me at the 
clinic, though. The doctor loved to parade me 
around. I was the 46-year-old pregnant lady.”
	 A born worker, Webber was hardly one to let 
a little thing like being pregnant get in the way 
of running her business. “I was driving the snow 
trucks, running the company, screaming, and 
working long days,” she said. “I got up early 
because I couldn’t sleep and would start send-
ing emails at about 3:30 a.m. Then I would go 
into work at 5:30 a.m. and work 12-14 hour 
days. I had tons of energy. Well, I was tired but 
I couldn’t lie down, especially as time went on 
because of this gigantic thing inside of me. I’ve 
got to admit though, it worked out well being 
pregnant in the winter because when you’re 
pregnant you’re hot. That was the best insulator. 
I plowed snow all winter and didn’t need to wear 
all the typical heavy snow gear. I was plowing 
snow down at Millennium Park riding the Skid-
Steer front-shovel loader and dumping all that 
record snowfall into the trucks. To tell you the 
truth, I was happy to work. I was thrilled to 
work and so sick of people trying to protect me. 
The one time I did get scared was when I was 
plowing behind Menards and hit a sewer cover. 
That really knocked the wind out of me when I 
went forward and hit the brace. It worried me 
and made me pause and just say, ‘Okay Webber, 
just cool it and quit being such a stud.’” 
	 Seeing Webber pregnant was a bit unsettling 
for a lot of people who knew her. Roger Post, 
Webber’s best friend and the vice president of 
Christy Webber Landscapes, told Webber he 
didn’t like looking at her pregnant. “I was Rog’s 
buddy,” Webber said. “We hung out. It was really 
hard for him to look at me that way. I can see 
how it would be strange. It’s not so hard now 
that I’ve had the baby because he has lots of 
friends with kids.” Webber claimed that, overall, 
her staff is thrilled that she’s no longer preg-
nant. “Oh, God. I was on a rampage at work and 
at home,” she said. “I was hormone-crazy. I’m 
surprised Jennie didn’t leave me. I was scared 
shitless and every time I went in to have them 
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MOMS from cover

Christy Webber, Jennie Rule and baby Oliver. 
Photo by Nancy Garrity

Turn to page 22
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Dick O’Day will trade Xanadu for Mommie 
Dearest when he presents the latter film at 
The Music Box, 3733 N. Southport.

Photo by Rick Aguilar

WHAT TO DO?
Wednesday, May 7
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs 

So In Love with Broadway, a perfor-
mance by Laura Freeman & Bradford 
Newquist with pianist William Un-
derwood. 7 p.m., $25 includes hors 
d’oeuvres, Maxim’s, 24 E. Goethe St., 
RSVP 312-744-1423 

Great Chicago Places and Spaces “Love 
on Halsted Street” panel discussion 
about whether Jane Addams can be 
considered a lesbian and what this 
would mean to Chicago’s LGBT commu-
nities. 6:30 p.m., Center on Halsted, 
3656 N. Halsted St., free and open to 
the public

Windy City Gay Idol 2008 Eighth event 
of 6th annual talent search contest. 8 
p.m. signup/9 p.m. start, @mosphere, 
5355 N. Broadway, www.windycitymedi-
agroup.com for rules/regulations, www.
myspace.com/2007windycitygayidol

Women and Children First Bookstore 
Elizabeth Berg: The Day I Ate What-
ever I Wanted & Other Small Acts of 
Liberation. 7:30 p.m., 5233 N. Clark 
St., www.womenandchildrenfirst.com, 
773-769-9299

Thursday, May 8
AIDS Foundation of Chicago Make a 

Statement: Design for the Cure, hosted 
by Steven Rosengard of Bravo’s Project 
Runway. 7 p.m., $50, Le Passage, 937 
N. Rush, www.aidschicago.org

Chicago History Museum Out at CHM 
series presents “Screaming Queens and 
Lavender Panthers: A History of Trans-
gender Activism” featuring activist and 
expert Susan Stryker. Cocktail hour 
5:30 p.m., program starts 6:30 p.m., 
$12/$10 museum members, Chicago 
History Museum, 1601 N. Clark St., 
www.chicagohistory.org

Northwestern Memorial Foundation 
HOPE committee 6th Annual Egg-
Stravaganza to raise money for HOPE, 
which supports the Women’s Program 
at the HIV Center at Northwestern Me-
morial Hospital. 5:30-8 p.m., Perfect 
Pear Art Gallery, 712 N. State St., tick-

ets at 312-926-7133, http://founda-
tion.nmh.org/HOPEGift

Windy City Gay Idol 2008 Ninth event of 
6th annual talent search contest. 9 p.m. 
signup/10 p.m. start, Hydrate, 3458 
N. Halsted St., www.windycitymedia-
group.com for rules/regulations, www.
myspace.com/2007windycitygayidol

Women and Children First Bookstore 
Ana Elena Puga, translater, and Mary 
Poole, actor: Finished From The Start 
and Other Plays. 7:30 p.m., 5233 N. 
Clark St., www.womenandchildrenfirst.
com, 773-769-9299

Friday, May 9
Center on Halsted Command Presence: 

Images from the Leather Community. 
Photographs from the Leather Ar-
chives. Grand opening reception. Runs 
through May 31. 6-8:30 p.m., $5, 3656 
N. Halsted St.

Gay Liberation Network Monthly live 
program on Chicago Access Network 
TV. 6:30-6:55 p.m., cable channel 21 
in Chicago, www.gayliberation.net

MORE for Gay Men Movie Night: Licensed 
to Kill. 6:30-10 p.m., $5 includes mov-
ie, discussion and light refreshments, 
Wright Institute, 445 E. Ohio St., 312-
329-1200 

Union Church of Hinsdale Lesbian gos-
pel singer Marsha Stevens. 7:30 p.m., 
free and open to public, 137 S. Garfield 
Ave., Hinsdale, www.uchinsdale.org

West Suburban Gay Association Din-
ner as Ristorante Amalfi. 7:30 p.m., 
298 Glen Ellyn Rd. in Bloomingdale, 
west_burbs_gay@yahoo.com, 630-
512-0100, www.wsga.com

Women and Children First Bookstore 
Betty Shiflett, Patricia Ann McNair and 
Mahmoud Saeed: F Magazine reading. 
7 p.m., 5233 N. Clark St., www.wom-
enandchildrenfirst.com, 773-769-9299

Saturday, May 10
Brotherhood of the Phoenix This Chica-

go neo-pagan order for GBT men holds 
Firedance: A celebration of the bright 

tide. Workshops 5:30-6, ritual 7:30-10 
p.m., 1900 W. Fulton St., www.brother-
hoodofthephoenix.org, 773-572-6600

Chicago Filmmakers Dyke Delicious Se-
ries 5: Invisible Women (In front of 
and behind the camera). Screening of 
Lip and Women Who Made the Movies. 
7 p.m. social hour, 8 p.m. screening, 
$10/$8 Reeling members, 5243 N. 
Clark St., www.chicagofilmmakers.org

Chicago Lesbian Brunch Group Red 
White & Blue: A Reflection of the 
American Struggle, photography open-
ing reception. 6-10 p.m., Coffee Pot, 
2725 S. Archer Ave., http://gaypros.
meetup.com/283

Equality Illinois To Secure, Protect and 
Defend: A Seminar to Educate LGBT 
People on the Importance of Legal 
Protections. Space limited. 12-5 p.m., 
Leather Archives and Museum, 6419 N. 
Greenview, RSVP by May 1 at 773-761-
9200 or archives@leatherarchives.org

Jackhammer Team Steamworks benefit, 
for TPAN & BEHIV, Team Steamworks 
(for Ride For AIDS) will be selling Jell-O 
shots and raffle tickets, win porn, bar 
tabs and more, 11 p.m., 6406 N. Clark 
St., 773-743-5772

Wesley United Methodist Church Les-
bian gospel singer Marsha Stevens. 
7:30 p.m., free and open to public, 21 
E. Franklin St., Naperville, www.wes-
leyumcnaperville.org

Windy City Rainbow Alliance of the 
Deaf Fundraiser. Food, raffle prizes and 
more. 5-10 p.m., Spyner’s Pub, 4623 
N. Western Ave., www.wcrad.org, div-
ing1058@yahoo.com

Sunday, May 11
Ministry Cabin Reconciling Journey—

Affirming Devotional Study for GLBT 
Christians. 6:30 p.m., 4025-A Route 34 
in Oswego, www.GLBTChristian.org

Music Box Special showing of Mommie 
Dearest, with Hell In a Handbag Prod., 
special appearance by The Joans, Joan 
Crawford look-alike contest, hosted by 
Dick O’Day, 2:30 p.m., 3733 N. South-
port, 773-871-6604 

Ronny’s Queer rapper duo Scream Club. 
Plus Actor Slash Model. $10, 8 p.m., 
2101 N. California Ave., www.myspace.
com/screamclub

Windy City Gay Naturists M2M Group 
Massage. BYOT. 5:30 p.m., RSVP no 
later than May 9 at 312-494-2654

Monday, May 12
Center on Halsted Transgender Discus-

sion Group. 5:30 p.m., free, 3656 N. 
Halsted St., www.centeronhalsted.org

Stonewall Democrats of Illinois Spring 
membership meeting. State Rep. Greg 
Harris will give update on status of the 
civil union bill, and more. 6:30 p.m., 
Ann Sather, 909 W. Belmont, see www.
illinoisstonewall.org for membership 
info

Tuesday, May 13
SAGE Coffee and Conversation. Every 

Tuesday. 12-3 p.m., Center on Halsted’s 
John Baran Senior Center, 3656 N. Hal-
sted St., 773-472-6469

Wednesday, May 14
Columbia College Chicago 11th Annual 

Fashion Columbia Show. 1 p.m. mati-
nee show, 7 p.m. evening show, 1000 
S. Wabash, 312-344-6600 for tickets, 
www.colum.edu

Thursday, May 15
About Face Theatre Wonka Ball 2008: 

Caught on Film! Gallery 1028, 1028 N. 
Hooker St., 773-784-8565, www.about-
facetheatre.com

Lincoln Restaurant Local comedian Jes-
sica Halem performs stand-up. 9 p.m., 
4008 N. Lincoln Ave., $10 general ad-
mission, www.thelincolnlodge.com

Vital Bridges The premiere of “The Wit-
ness,” a movie about the experiences 
of a young Parisian who is diagnosed 
with HIV early in the epidemic. 6:30 
p.m., Music Box Theater, followed by 
10 p.m. party at Halsted’s, $25 for 
movie, $40 for movie and after party, 
RSVP to 312-948-2785

Sun., May 11

Thurs., May 15

OH, ‘DEAR’

“Wonka Ball 2008: Caught on Film” will 
take place at Gallery 1028, 1028 N. Hooker. 

Photo from 2007 gala by Andrew Davis

GIRLS ON FILM

Life is a cabaret
	 Better Existence with HIV (BEHIV) welcomed over 300 guests to the Woman’s Club of 
Evanston, 1702 Chicago, on April 26 for its fifth annual Club BEHIV & Cabaret gala, which 
featured an “April in Paris” theme. All monies raised benefit BEHIV’s programs for people 
infected and affected by HIV and AIDS. NBC-5 Chicago’s LeeAnn Trotter emceed a program 
where Michael McNamara and Kevin Putz were honored with the Director’s Award for their 
many years of support of BEHIV and Chicago area AIDS service organizations. Also, Rae 
Lewis-Thornton received the President’s Award for her 20-plus years of activism educating 
youth about the dangers of HIV. For more information on BEHIV, visit www.behiv.org or call 
Eric Nelson at 847-475-2115, ext. 104. Photos courtesy of Eric Nelson

Strip appeal
	 Test Positive Aware Network (TPAN) held its Chicago Takes Off cast party April 29 at Mary’s 
Attic, 5400 N. Clark, to thank individuals for helping the organization raise $120,000 
through its annual event, which took place Feb. 9 at the Park West, 322 W. Armitage. At-
tendees got a chance to relive the torrid show, courtesy of a DVD of the event. Photos by 
Kirk Williamson



Jackie Warner 
in your home
By Charlsie Dewey
	
Jackie Warner’s hit Bravo reality show, Work Out, 
is back for a third season—with all the ten-
sion and drama audiences have come to love, 
though Warner says her relationship this season 
is relatively drama-free. She’s also got several 
new ventures in the works, including an in-home 
workout DVD, Workout: One-on-One Training 
with Jackie. What is in store for fans? Windy City 
Times spoke with Warner to find out.
	 Windy City Times: What can viewers expect 
from season three?
	 Jackie Warner: Oh, boy. Basically, you get a 
sort of inside view of a new relationship for me, 
and also how that unfolds under the eye of the 
camera. Let me just give you a hint: Reality TV 
isn’t good for relationships. It’s real hard on 
them. My mom comes to visit, and it’s touching 
and humorous. People that are getting under my 
skin might finally be going this season.
	 WCT: Can we expect the same level of drama 
this season?
	 JW: No; I really don’t have much drama in the 
relationship. I don’t have much drama in my 

personal life right now, but you definitely see 
the cracks showing. We moved very fast in this 
relationship—which I never do—but it was a 
weird extenuating circumstance, and you kind of 
see that really unraveling.
	 WCT: Do you have any good relationship or 
dating tips you can share?
	 JW: Oh, boy. [Laughs] Yeah, I actually said 
this a while ago in an interview: I’m great at 
giving relationship advice, but terrible at receiv-
ing it because I’m a very passionate person. This 
is something that I think you understand about 
me: when I want something, I get it. I go for 
it, and whether it’s right for me or not ... but 
my advice is make a list of 3-5 must-haves in a 
person. Make that list and carry it around with 
you, in your wallet or the car, and really, really 
stick to that must-have list. I started doing it 
now and I will do it until I meet that partner, 
which I’m not looking for now, but I’m just say-
ing ... when you go on the first, second or third 
date, ask those questions. If they don’t fit that 
criteria, get out of there.
	 WCT: How has the experience of doing the 
show changed from the first season to the 
third one?
	

JW: I feel that the trainers are really quite mean 
and rude to me this season, whereas they never 
did that before, which I thought was odd. I think 
it is largely due to them trying to get camera 
time, because it was totally out of the blue, and 
I didn’t have any issues with them but, again, I 
think people are savvy now and they want to be 
on TV.
	 WCT: Has anything changed for you as far 
as your position as a role model for the gay 
community?
	 JW: I’m not an outspoken person. I rarely do 
gay and lesbian events. I don’t latch onto a 
cause, because I feel that just living my life as 
a regular person on national TV does tons more 
for the cause than if I carried a banner. Really, 

what I try to do within the show is show how 
fluid and natural a lesbian relationship is. It’s 
like anything else and, hopefully, viewers see it. 
That’s the only way I protest. I think it’s the 
most effective way to protest, allowing people 
to familiarize themselves with the gay and les-
bian lifestyle and not fall into stereotypes so 
much.
	 Read more about Jackie Warner at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
	 Chix Mix Productions hosts a Jackie Warner 
appearance at Circuit, 3641 N. Halsted, at 10 
p.m. See www.chixmixproductions.com for 
more information. Cheetah Gym and Windy 
City Media Group are co-sponsoring the 
event.

22 May 7, 2008

Workout scene featuring Jackie Warner 
(top).

check on the baby they kept saying, it’s getting 
bigger.”  
	 Overall Webber and Rule found most people 
very accepting of their desire to become par-
ents. Some people found it strange or unusual, 
but nothing more. The two women are also quick 
to explain that they found nothing but accep-
tance on a professional level, though at times 
the two admit the sometimes impersonal nature 
of IVF clinics and the technology involved made 
them feel very much like a statistic. “A success-
ful statistic, but a statistic nonetheless. We were 
a success story and not Rule and Webber, not 
people.” 
	 Sadly, professional acceptance of lesbians 
wishing to become parents through IVF isn’t al-
ways the case. In Webber and Rule’s home state, 
The Michigan House of Representatives passed a 
Conscientious Objector Policy Act in 2004, which 
states that healthcare providers can refuse to 
perform a procedure, fill a prescription or cover 
treatment for something they object to based 
on moral, ethical or religious reasons. It was 
supposedly passed so pharmacists wouldn’t have 
to prescribe the morning-after pill and doctors 
wouldn’t have to perform or assist with abor-
tions, but it’s easy to see how this act could be 
abused. In Webber and Rule’s case, it could have 
been a technician who said, “Sure, I believe in 
IVF, but I don’t think it’s right for two women 
to have a baby.” In other words, the techinician 
can refuse a procedure based on who is having 
it done, which makes the objection not about 
the method used but about the identity of the 
patient. Reckless legislation of this sort provides 
loopholes for discrimination. 
	 In mid-March, Rule went home to Birming-
ham, Mich., to attend an elaborate baby shower 
thrown by her brother and sister. The baby was 
still a month away so Rule thought nothing of 
leaving a busy Webber in Chicago. Instead, Rule 
brought her friend, Jennifer Lachica, for moral 
support and companionship on the drive. On 
Friday night, when they arrived, Webber called 

to say she felt funny, but Rule shrugged it off. 
“Christy Webber always feels funny, so I told her 
to relax,” Rule said. The next day, Rule and Lach-
ica were out shopping with Rule’s sister looking 
for various baby items when Rule’s cell phone 
rang. It was Webber again. She said, “Something 
is really wrong. You had better start looking for 
a flight home.” Rule did her best to reassure 
Webber. She told Webber they were a month 
ahead, and reminded her that everyone they had 
talked to said first borns are always late. “I told 
her it can’t be that, but for the next two hours 
I was on pins and needles pretending to have 
a good time,”  Rule said. Then Webber called 
again. This time she said, “Jen, my water broke 
[and] you’ve got to fly home.” Understandably, 
Rule panicked. 
	 Read Windy City Times next week for the 
conclusion of this article.
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Christy Webber (left) and Jennie Rule. Photo 
by Brian McConkey

SPORTS NEWS

Smash & Tickle
June 7
	 Smash & Tickle ‘08, the second annual 2nd 
City badminton tournament, will take place 
Sat., June 7, at the Broadway Armory, 5917 N. 
Broadway.
	 There will be singles and doubles events. A 
drop-flight format will be employed, with a 
minimum of three matches to be played. There 
will be four divisions, covering all skill levels.
	 The fee will be $30 for one event and $45 
for both. E-mail secondcitybad@yahoo.com to 
receive registration information.

Murder case
postponed
	 In South Africa, the case of five men ac-
cused of raping and murdering former national 
women’s soccer team player Eudy Simelane has 
been postponed for further investigation until 
May 13, the Independent Online reported.

	 According to Sunday World, Simelane was at-
tacked because she was lesbian.
	 Soccer legend Joseph “Skheshekheshe” Mk-
honza described Simelane’s death as shocking, 
adding, “Eudy was one of the most dedicated 
administrators. She was deeply involved in 
[the] development [of soccer],” according to 
the Sowetan.

D.C. to host huge
LGBT aquatics event
	 The District of Columbia Aquatics Club (DCAC) 
and the Washington Wetskins Water Polo Team 
are hosting the upcoming 2008 International 
Gay and Lesbian Aquatics Championships 
(IGLA).
	 More than 1,200 athletes are expected to 
convene in Washington, D.C., June 19–22. 
The IGLA Championships provide competition 
in the sports of swimming, diving, water polo 
and synchronized swimming.
	 For additional information and to register, 
visit www.igla2008.org.
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AIDS Legal Council Of Chicago
AIDS Marathon Training Program
Alexander Weaver & Associates 
American Theater Company
Babes with Blades Theatre
Bean and Company
Berlin 
Bon Bon
Broadway In Chicago
Bud Light 
Camp Camp
Center For Positive Change
Charles Rhodes, State Farm Insurance
Chicago Eagle, Inc.
Chicago History Museum
Chicagoland Deck Cleaning 
Chix Mix Productions
Circuit

Community Marketing
Coralie Norwell, Baird & Warner
Courtney Parks Coaching
Crew
Cupid’s Treasures 
Deborah A. Murphy, CPA
Dunes Resort
Front Runners Chicago
G&L Construction
Galaxie Construction 
Greater Chicago Chiropractic, Inc.
Hell in a Handbag Productions
Howard Brown 
HX Media LLC
Hydrate
Iloilo Custom Framing
International Mr Leather
Jewish Family & Community Service

Karma Salon & Gallery
Lambda Legal Defense And Educational Fund
Leather Sport
Linda Kuczka, State Farm Insurance
Lookingglass Theater Company
Lyster And Associates
Macy’s
Man’s Country Chicago, Inc.
Margo Jacquot, PsyD
Media Consultants, Inc.
MediaVest Worldwide
Music Box Theatre Corporation
Nationwide Floor & Window Coverings 
Northlight Theatre
Oak Park Regional Housing Center
Of Sound Mind, Inc.
Old Town School Of Folk Music
Peck, Bloom, Austriaco & Mitchell, LLC

Progressive Chiropractic 
Pure Development - Rubloff
Related Midwest 
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss & Associates
Same Side of the Fence
Scarlet
Sidetrack 
Starla Sholl, LCSW
Susan O’Dell, PhD 
The Gutrich Group
The Men’s Room
Theatre At The Center
TMG/The Marketing Group 
Women And Children First Bookstore
Zhou B Cafe

Windy City Media Group would like to thank the following supportive businesses
advertising this week in Windy City Times, Nightspots,  Windy City Queercast and 

www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com 

Download each issue of Windy City Times and Nightspots at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

CONNE MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESSIONSX

Expert Hair
Styling & Color

as seen in
Chicago Magazine

and 
The Advocate

Open Sundays

1750 W. Balmoral
773.334.5191

Salon & Gallery

The Law Offices of

Alexander Weaver
312-578-0222

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

When experience counts...
In service to the community for 30 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss

& Associates
• Bankruptcy
• Wills, Trusts & Probate
• Real Estate
• Litigation
• Powers of Attorney
• Business Law

19 S. LaSalle, Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60603
312-263-8800, email RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy

relief under the bankruptcy code.

Dr. Richard Ezgur            Dr. Robert DiDomenico    

2835 N. Sheffield (@Diversey) – 773-525-9355
711 W. North (@Halsted) – 312-664-9060

www.progressivechiropractic.com

• PROVEN RESULTS

• AGGRESSIVE ADVOCACY
• EXPERT COUNSELING
• OUTSTANDING SERVICE

We understand your needs. We can help you reach your goals. 

We represent individuals, all  families, and businesses.
Contact Ray Koenig today: 

(312) 201-0900
rkoenig@peckbloom.com

www.peckbloom.com 

Ray J. Koenig III,
A proud member of our community.

Peck, Bloom, Austriaco & Mitchell, LLC,
a long-time supporter of our community.

Attorneys specializing in Estate Planning, Powers of
Attorney, Probate, Trusts, Guardianship, Real Estate,
and litigation of those areas.

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster Ave • Chicago, IL 60614

Bus: 773-975-9111 • linda.kuczka.bz97@statefarm.com

State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com®

P02610  09/04

NEW OFFICE,
Same “Good Neighbor” agent.

Call or visit me today.

• Rehab      • Acupuncture
• Muscle Therapy   

1425 W. Diversey, Chicago
(773) 472-0700

www.gutrich.com

D R . J A N E T G U T R I C H

DR. MINDY CRAMER

DR. YUANJUN LIU

& NAPRAPATHY

Starla Sholl, LCSW
Counseling, Psychotherapy & Clinical 
Hypnotherapy.
773-878-5809, www.StarlaSholl.com 

Build Your Own Body (BYOB) - Jeffrey 
Gross, Personal Trainer
Certified personal trainer, specializing in 
strength training and HIV fitness.
312-907-1720 or 312-909-0733 

Greater Chicago Chiropractic
Complete chiropractic. Massage therapy. 
Physiological therapeutics.
Lincoln Park Location - 773-871-7766

Lytwyn Movers, Inc.
Residential and commercial movers.
773-348-3078

Oak Park Regional Housing Center
Find the perfect apartment in Oak Park! 
Free referral service available.
1041 South Blvd., Oak Park, IL, 708-848-
7150, www.liveinoakpark.org

Thorndale Pharmacy
Serving the needs of HIV+ individuals. 
Financial assistance, counseling.
1104 W. Thorndale Ave., Chicago, IL, 773-
561-6660

An Online Resource Guide of 
Gay and Lesbian Supportive 
Businesses, Professionals 
and Organizations

Get OUT! online at
www.windycitymediagroup.com

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

Mary M. York
Rosemary S. Mulryan

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

iloilo custom framing

30% OFF on Custom Framing
All work done on premise.

Ready made frames available!

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962        
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UNFORGIVABLE WOMAN from Sean John
Gift set includes 4.2-oz. Scent Spray and 6.7-oz. Body Lotion. 
A $117 value, only $75. 

timely gifts
Fossil watches. $65–$105.

$20 set
Only at Macy’s. Macy’s Sterling Silver cultured freshwater pearl 
necklace and earrings set is yours for only $20 when you spend 
$50 throughout the store. While supplies last. 

Visit macys.com or call your local Macy’s for store hours. Hours may vary by store.  REG./ORIG. PRICES REFLECT OFFERING PRICES IN EFFECT DURING THE 90 DAYS BEFORE OR AFTER THIS SALE EVENT, BUT NOT NECESSARILY  DURING THE PAST 30 DAYS. SAVINGS MAY 
NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SALE PRICES IN EFFECT THROUGH MAY 11, 2008, EXCEPT AS  NOTED. Sale merchandise is from specially selected groups, unless otherwise described. Always/Everyday Value items are excluded from “sales,” and from credit card extra 
savings, savings passes and coupons, except as otherwise noted. This advertisement applies to Macy’s stores in Chicagoland, IL; Merrillville, IN; MI; MN; ND; Toledo, OH; SD; and WI. Prices, promotions and selection may diff er on macys.com. Store off ers do not apply on 
macys.com, and macys.com off ers do not  apply in stores. Advertised items may not be available at your local Macy’s, and selections may vary. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Also shop macys.com.     © Macy’s North 2008    MNO N8040025-0507

 SUNDAY, MAY 11 
CELEBRATE
MOTHER’S DAY

Shannon Crystal
Shannon faceted crystal fi gurines: Carousel, rose cluster, amethyst fl ower 
and new roses in vase. Reg. $30, sale 19.99.  

sparkling accents
Judith Jack jewelry.  $175–$295.

Ed Hardy by Christian Audigier
Gift set includes 3.4-oz. Eau de Parfum Spray, 3.0-oz. Shower Gel, 3.0-oz. 
Shimmering Body Lotion and .25-oz. Parfum Miniature Spray. $75.

Gift-Wrap
Great gifts come in pretty packages, and we’ll make 
sure yours is beautifully presented. Plus, if you’re a 
Macy’s Elite or Platinum Cardholder, you’re eligible for 
free wrapping as a Star Rewards member.

Shipping
You’ve bought it and had it wrapped. We can take it 
the fi nal step and mail it to Mom. Ask a sales associate 
for shipping details.

Personal Shopping
No time to shop? Let Macy’s by Appointment do 
it for you. Our personal shoppers have the experience 
and resources to fi nd exactly what you’re looking for. 
Best of all, it’s completely complimentary. 
Call 1-800-272-2450 to schedule your consultation.

Gift Cards 
The perfect gift. Available in any amount from $5 to 
$1000. Macy’s will donate 5% of all Mother’s Day Gift 
Card sales from April 30 to May 11 to the American 
Heart Association’s Go Red for Women movement. 

0507_N8040025_MomsDay_5x13.5_Win1   1 5/5/08   12:50:18 PM


