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BILLY
Masters
”You know, and I will get fired for this, but I’m
never going to say that I don’t. I will get fired for
that. By the way, they’re both pretty substantial,
I think.”—Donald Trump Jr. answers Adam Carolla’s question, “When you and your pops are
in the shower, who’s got the bigger package?”
In the first place, who is in the shower looking
at their father’s penis? In the second place, ICK!
Last week, the Point Foundation held a gala
in NYC. In case you don’t know, this organization provides scholarships to members of the
LGBTQ community—often after they have been
ostracized by their families. This gala not only
celebrated Point scholars and alumni, but also
recognized leaders in the LGBTQ community. The
person who got the most attention was Ronan
Farrow, who apparently came out. Did I miss
something? Hasn’t he been out for years? As far
as I’m concerned, this was a non-story. But, eh,
people who don’t read BillyMasters.com probably
thought it was news.
The next night, I celebrated Marilyn Maye’s
90th birthday—and she performed for at least
90 minutes! The capacity crowd at 54 Below included many familiar faces, including Tyne Daly,
Christine Ebersole, Liz Callaway, David Hyde
Pierce, Bob Mackie, Marc Shaiman, Scott Wittman and oodles of others. Auntie Marilyn’s entire
run sold out moments after it was announced. It
was extended, and then the extension sold out.
And this was not simply an evening of nostalgia—Maye’s singing is better than ever. Powerful,
insightful, and touching. You can see some clips
from the show on BillyMasters.com. I was glad to
be there as Maye kicked up her heels—literally!
My dear friend Jenifer Lewis is continuing
her tour of the country in order to promote her
book, The Mother of Black Hollywood. While I
was in NYC, she was in Baltimore. And since she
was in the neighborhood, she zipped to our nation’s capital to catch Patti LaBelle in concert.
Of course, Patti had to bring Jenifer onstage, who
had to be coaxed into joining LaBelle for “Lady
Marmalade.” You can catch the video on BillyMasters.com.
Then Jenifer and I rendezvoused in Fort Lauderdale, where I joined her at several of her events.
In addition to meeting with hundreds of fans who
came out to see her, buy books and take photos,
she put a day aside to meet with the students
from Parkland and Liberty City to discuss what
they had been through. More than anything else,
Lewis listened as they shared their stories of survival. It was an emotional and cathartic meeting.
The week before, Gus Kenworthy was in the
area as the honorary grand marshal for South
Beach Pride. And he wasn’t alone—he was joined
by beau Matthew Wilkas. We’re told that some of
the revelers were a bit “handsie” with the snowboarder, but I don’t think he minded. “Stoked
to check ‘Crowd Surf’ off my bucket list, today!”
Some of my friends tell me that more than a few
hot guys got invitations to some “agreed upon”
private meet-and-greets with Gus and Matthew

Ronan Farrow coming out wasn’t exactly news,
Billy says.
From Farrow’s official Facebook account
... and why not?
I’m seriously thinking of organizing a boycott
of Dancing with the Stars. I really am pissed off. I
know I keep harping on it, but Greg Louganis—
one of the most decorated and awe-inspiring athletes of all time—has been begging to be on the
show for years. Crickets. Is it ageism? Homophobia? Who knows. But when this Dancing with the
Stars: Athletes edition was announced, it seemed
a perfect fit. Who is a more accomplished athlete
in history than Greg Louganis? But once again,
he was not even considered.
Laverne Cox also found her current beau on
Tinder. She stated, “I’m a Tinder girl. When I
broke up with my ex, I went back on Tinder, because I feel like if you want to date, you have
to be on the apps. You have to be on the apps
to be in the game.” Apparently she met her man
nine months ago and has kept him on the down
low. But last week, she posted a photo of them
together in bed on Instagram, without sharing
too many details. Smart girl—and, he’s hot!
Rumor has it Kevin Spacey could be in legal
hot water. The LA District Attorney is reviewing
an extensive sex crimes case against Spacey filed
by the LA County sheriff. The charges stem from
an encounter the actor had with a man in West
Hollywood back in October 1992. The investigation began in December, and the case has enough
evidence to warrant review by the DA. Stay tuned.
A case with far less merit is the one against
Dustin Lance Black for shoplifting. My God: He
wasn’t content being Roman Polanski—he now
has to become Bess Myerson! Allegedly, DLB was
shopping at Woolworths in Australia—let that
little tidbit sink in for a minute. A gay man. An
Oscar winner. Shopping in a Woolworths. Now
THAT’S a crime! While he was browsing, he was
being shadowed by store security. He posted,
“OMG! Was just stopped and accused of shoplifting @woolworths in the Gold Coast! Then out of
countless folks with bags a search was demanded
of mine. Thanks for the warm welcome to #AUSTRALIA @woolworths! Respect customers’ privacy much? Shame.”
We have time for a teensy weensy “Ask Billy”

question. Justin in Chicago said, “Is it true that
Tom Daley had a dick slip while diving? Tell me
more—and show me the dick.”
Well, it wouldn’t be the first time his body has
been featured prominently on BillyMasters.com.
But it is true. The incident in question happened
at the Commonwealth Games in Australia (site of
that infamous Woolworths). When Tom hit the
water after his dive, his penis slipped out of its
pouch. And, yes, of course, we’ll post it on our
website.
When we’re promoting the little things, it’s
definitely time to end yet another column. Even
in this tawdry column, you can walk away with
knowledge. For instance, who knew there were
still Woolworths? You’ll find far more tawdry tidbits onBillyMasters.com—the site that features
all creatures, great and small. If you have a question, you can always send it along to Billy@BillyMasters.com, and I promise to get back to you
before DLB shows up someplace wearing a hot
tiara! So, until next time, remember: One man’s
filth is another man’s bible.

27

April 18, 2018

28

Photo by Josh Kaplan

what we have today. A lot of things just fell into
place.”
“We had been cooking at home, and have been
entertaining family for 10 or 15 years,” Bradley
added. “That feeling you have when you share
with friends and family? We wanted to take
that into other people’s homes. At the same
time, we also take into account people’s dietary
restrictions, food allergies and health issues.”
“Then, we wanted to make things approachable,
so we took our shirts off—and things happened
very quickly,” said Van Voorhis. “We wnated to be
a picture of health, but we also wanted to add
some sexiness.”
Things have been so successful, actually, that
the two were able to devote their energies to the
business full-time in 2016. But there’s more to
their success than showing muscles.
“If you look at our webpage, you see that we

Big Jones’ big changes
Southern restaurant Big Jones (5347 N. Clark
St.; https://bigjoneschicago.com/), in the heart
of Chicago’s Andersonville neighborhood, has
undergone some serious changes.
The spot recently went through some
comprehensive kitchen renovations and diningroom enhancements, and now has an open-kitchen
concept. In addition to these physical changes,
Executive Chef Paul Fehribach has changed the
menu, exploring the roots of Southern cuisine in
additional regions like Africa and the Caribbean.
A recent media event highlighted dishes
including pork-shoulder bark, flamin’ hot cheese
straws, vanishing bread (which disappeared very
quickly), black-eyed pea beignets, gullah oyster
rice, crawfish pie and rabbit roulade—but don’t
worry: The fried chicken (amnog the best in
Chicago) is still there.

the DISH
Weekly Dining Guide in
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Nude Dude Food;
Big Jones’ revamp

BY ANDREW DAVIS
What’s the first thing to know about the
photogenic and very fit guys of Nude Dude Food?
“We don’t cook nude—any more,” joked Ryan Van
Voorhis, who is part of Nude Dude Food along
with Seth Bradley. “We used to take off our pants
once in a while, but since we’ve been getting
more media coverage, we want to keep things
tasteful. So shirtless with aprons is as far as we
go—but guests are welcome to do whatever they
like.”
The duo originally met when they were 15,
although, obviously, they didn’t form their
successful business until years later. “We’ve been
best friends since driver’s ed,” Van Voorhis said.
“We’re from Peoria, and we moved [to Chicago]
after undergrad.”
Although they didn’t initially dive into culinary
endeavors once they moved here, they always
“had a passion for food and wellness and healthy
eating,” Van Voorhis said. “Combine those with
our health issues [including Van Voorhis’ battle
with Crohn’s disease], and that’s what led to
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of their marketing. “We’ve always worked out,
but we’ve had to heighten [exercising] now,” said
Van Voorhis. “We’re in the gym often now—not
just for exercise, but because it’s a stress reliever.
We have to practice what we preach.” Bradley,
avid climber, added, “It’s motivating to set these
fitness goals. The older I get, I discover that
flexibility and mobility are more important, as
opposed to strength training.”
By the way, this may just be the beginning of
Nude Dude Food, as it garners exposure (ahem)
across the country. “We are expanding,” Van
Voorhis revealed. “We’re looking to hire some
more dudes as summer nears and as we travel.”
They also are looking to start other branches.
“We’re figuring out how to expand on a nationwide
basis,” Bradley added.
See NudeDudeFood.com.

take pride in how the food looks,” Van Voorhis
added. “We use locally sourced ingredients—and
we try to make those ingredients shine,” Bradley
said. “The most important ideal we try to get
across is to cook and eat honest food. Treat
yourself better.”
And there are additional benefits for guests.
For example, according to Van Voorhis, for
bachelorette brunches, “women may feel more
empowered that men are cooking for them. Also,

Nude Dude Food’s Seth Bradley (left) and
Ryan Van Voorhis.

Big Jones’ fried chicken.
PR photo

we love to teach techniques, ingredients and
other things about cooking to guests.” (Nude
Dude Food also conducts a range of events,
including house dinners, corporate events and
“The Naked Happy Hour.”)
But it’s not just about eating—especially for
these guys, who also make physical vitality part

TOUCHE
Trident’s annual Cupcake Wars, Sun., April 15.
Photos by Daddy G
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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
Wed., April 18

Poetry Reading: From the Inside Quietly
Eloisa Amezcua with special guests Jose
Olivarez and Xandria Phillips 7:30pm
Women & Children First Bookstore 5233
N Clark St Chicago
LGBT Chamber of Commerce Yelp 101
Free workshop on Yelp for Business Owners 10:00pm - 11:30pm Chicago Gay
and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce 3179
N Clark Chicago http://business.lgbtcc.
com

Thursday, April 19

Bon Foster 45 years of fighting for justice.
Honoring Patricia M. Logue, founder and
former managing director Lambda Legal
Midwest Regional office and associate
judge, circuit court of Cook County. Remarks by Rachel B. Tiven, Lambda Leagl
CEO. Open bar by Sidetrack, food by
Jewel. $150 6:00pm - 10:00pm Morgan Manufacturing, 401 N. Morgan St.,
Chicago, IL 312-663-4413 http://lambdalegal.org/bonfoster
Managing Multiple Relationships, Including the One with Yourself Producer
and Curator, Emily Dahlquist in discussion with Zoe Ligon of Spectrum Bou-

Friday, April 20

BTQ Book Group 3rd Fridays 7:00pm
- 9:00pm Gerber Hart Library and Archives 6500 N Clark St Chicago http://
www.gerberhart.org/
Interactive Reading: Performing Revolutionary Nicole Garneau will present an
interactive evening of performative engagement with her new book, Performing Revolutionary: Art, Action, Activism.
7:30pm Women & Children First Bookstore 5233 N Clark St Chicago http://
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Saturday, April 21

LOOK OF DAVID
Monday, April 23

David Sedaris will present
a reading at Evanston’s
Nichols Concert Hall.
PR photo

tique and Coriama Couture of Sex KiKi
and Queer the Air on the power of pleasure, dating beyond the binary, and managing multiple relationships including
the one with yourself. Part of a series,
Free. RSVP online 7:00pm - 10:00pm
Soho House Chicago, 113 N. Green St,
Chicago http://www.couplegoals.club/

Andersonville Flower & Garden Show
With more than 30 participating businesses, the neighborhood will be bustling with spring merchandise, floral displays, fresh plants and flowers for sale
for Earth Day. 10:00am Andersonville
http://andersonville.org
Center on Halsted’s Human First Gala
5:30 pm Cocktails and Reception. 7:00
pm Awards, dinner and dancing. Black
tie optional. Free parking on site.
7:00pm The Geraghty, 2520 S. Hoyne
https://community.centeronhalsted.
org/HF?erid=7551555&trid=45584e94377e-4b5a-b12d-0960d289ae63
Gerber/Hart Library Exhibit Opening:
Gay is Good - Homophile Activism before Stonewall Opening remarks by LGBTQ historian John D’Emilio, a brief discussion by exhibit curators, and wine and
desserts. Silent auction, benefiting the
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Library. Exhibit will detail the the 1920s
through Stonewall homophile movement. Through September. $10. 7:00pm
Gerber Hart Library and Archives 6500 N
Clark St Chicago 773-381-8030 http://
www.gerberhart.org/ Tickets: http:///
form.jotform.com/80803752322148

Sunday, April 22

Sober Horizons Group of Alcoholics
Anonymous All persons with a desire
to stop drinking are welcome. 9:30am
Center on Halsted 3656 N Halsted St.
http://www.chicagoaa.org/about-caso

Monday, April 23

Authors Barrie Jean Borich and Jeremy Mulderig Reading from and discuss
their latest books, Apocalypse, Darling
and The Lost Autobiography of Samuel
Steward. 6:00pm Seminary, 5751 S.
Woodlawn Ave., Hyde Park http://www.
semcoop.com/event/book-launch-jeremy-mulderig-and-barrie-jean-borich.
An Evening with David Sedaris Bookends
& Beginnings Books of Evanston sponsors the humor writer reading from new,
unpublished diary entries, talking about
what he’s reading right now and signing
books. $68 plus fees. 7:30pm Nichols
Concert Hall 1490 Chicago Ave Evanston,
IL 60201 http://www.ticketmaster.com/
event/21005457FC8C0D55?did=read

Tuesday, April 24

Reading and Book Signing: The Female
Persuasion Meg Wolitzer 7:00pm Women & Children First Bookstore 5233 N
Clark St Chicago

Wed., April 25

League of Women Voters of Chicago
discussion A Tale of Two Cities: Bridging Chicago’s Opportunity Divide What
we can do to make one Chicago. Annual luncheon and panelist discussion
moderated by WBEZ reporter and author
Natalie Moore. league@lwvchicago.org
11:00am - 1:30pm Union League Club
of Chicago 65 W Jackson Blvd., Chicago
LGBTQI+ Cancer Support LGBTQI+ Cancer
Support is a drop-in group for LGBTQI+
folx who have been impacted by cancer, including those who are living with
cancer, family members, and friends.
These drop-in nights occur on the fourth
Wednesday of the month. 6:00pm 7:00pm Howard Brown Health Sheridan, 4025 N. Sheridan, Chicago http://
howardbrown.org/event/lgbtqi-cancersupport/2018-03-28/

