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Couple Kennan Abbo (right) &
David Weiner at their June 20,
2015, wedding on Chicago Elite
Private Yacht, Entertainment
Cruises.
Photo by Jon Weiner Photography
Videographer: Sonnet Wedding Films
http://www.sonnetweddingfilms.com
Grooms’ Custom Suits by Suit Supply
Rings by Tiffany
Flowers by L’Atelier d’Armand
Makeup by Eileen McNulty
Cake by Bittersweet Pastry Shop
Officiant: Rev. Padraig McGuire
Live Music: Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus
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SNAPSHOTS OF LOVE

We asked readers to send in photos of their weddings to share with the community.
What we received was a collection of beautiful stories of love and commitment.
All photos courtesy of subjects except where otherwise indicated.

Alissa Pagels (left) and Bethany Minor
are officially the Pagels-Minors now, after
getting married in Santorini, Greece on
March 13. Planning and concept by Kesh
Events.
Photos courtesy of Rebecca Marie Photography
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YO U R P E R F E C T DAY

I T STA RTS H E R E
Where Magnificent Mile elegance meets the grandeur
of Chicago’s architectural glory, LondonHouse Chicago
offers couples one of the city’s most unforgettable
wedding venues.
Offering an array of incomparable options, including
our iconic rooftop and cupola, the stunning Juliette
Grand Ballroom along with our incredible views of the
Chicago River and the city skyline, the city’s newest
event space provides a show-stopping location for
your special day.

®

Frankly Speaking ...
Tips from Chicago’s only
Master Wedding Planner

BY Frank J. Andonoplas , MBC
Planning a wedding can be a very stressful
and time-consuming time of your life. Here are
some helpful tips for those planning your own
wedding that I have found to be helpful in my
24 years of designing, detailing and managing
weddings.
-Hotel blocks for guests: Make sure you use
a hotel that does not have an attrition clause.
You can’t control where your guests will stay,
as many are hotel brand loyal. This way, you are
not contractually obligated to sell all the rooms
in your block. Any unsold rooms will be released to the general public one month before
your wedding. Also, a few weeks before your
block cut-off date, request a rooming list so
you can review it and make sure that if any key
out-of-town guests haven’t reserved, check in
with them and remind them they only have a
few weeks left.
-RSVPs: I actually number the guest list, and
then write that number on the back of the
RSVP card. It will speed up the process of recording that RSVP when it comes back. Also, it
saves you when you can’t read the handwriting
of the guest or they forget to put their name on
the RSVP (oh, yes this happens); you will know
who it is. Many don’t even use a return address,
which is also remedied by this method.
-Seating: Most of the time, you will assign
guests to tables via escort card and sometimes
which seat at the table via place card. This process always seems to take longer than antici10

pated. Realize that some will not be happy with
their table assignments and with whom they
are sitting. Guests need to respect that you, as
the host/hostess of the event, have sat them
at a specific table for a specific reason. It’s only
90 minutes or so, and they should be able to
sit elsewhere after dinner (or lunch or brunch)
is completed. Additionally, if you are offering
a pre-selected choice of entrée (on the RSVP
card), you should “code” the top of the place
card so the wait staff know which entrée that
guest selected so they don’t have to ask. Most
guests forget anyway. If you are not doing formal seating, I suggest reserving a few tables for
family. This way, Grandma knows where to put
her purse.
-Floral: Try to repurpose everything from
the ceremony at the reception. It will save a lot
of money. Whether it’s moving floral arrangements from the church altar to the reception
entrance or on each side of your head table or
orchestra, or using your centerpieces to create
an aisle at the same ceremony venue, you will
save money by reusing these florals.
-Transportation: To save money, try to charter one larger vehicle instead of many smaller
ones. Not only will it save you money, it will
keep everyone together, especially when you
are trying to get photos done in a few hours
between ceremony and reception.
Lastly, if you are not using a wedding consultant or planner to assist you with the whole
wedding, consider hiring a wedding pro to
assist on a limited basis. I offer an option of a
turn to page 23

THE LEADING LUXURY
WEDDING RESOURCE
THAT APPEALS TO NEWLY ENGAGED
COUPLES OF TODAY’S SOCIETY
M O D E R N L U X U R Y. C O M / M O D E R N - L U X U R Y - W E D D I N G S - C H I C A G O

Cheney Mansion garden.
Photos courtesy of Visit Oak Park

Start your forever
together in

Oak Park

Oak Park, the charming and progressive village that hugs Chicago’s West Side, offers the
best of both worlds: only eight miles from Chicago’s Loop, it captures the buzzy energy of
urban living while maintaining the welcoming
sense of suburban community. As the first village in Illinois to roll out a domestic-partner-

The ballroom at the 19th Century Club.
Photo courtesy of Visit Oak Park
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ship registry, serving as a model for other communities to develop their own, Oak Park has a
long history of inclusiveness—and its striking
architectural marvels, historic spaces and treelined brick roads are the picture-perfect backdrop for your biggest day yet.

Venues
Home to Oak Park’s largest ballroom, the
19th Century Club is fresh on the heels of a
massive restoration but retains its historical
stylings and significance. Notable architectural
touches can be found at every turn in the ballroom, lounge room, and dining spaces, while
the stage and grand piano accommodate musical performers of many varieties.
Take your wedding to the rolling countryside
without straying far from the city at the Cheney
Mansion. Designed to be reminiscent of an
English country home, this 12,000-square-foot
jewel boasts many spacious reception rooms
and is surrounded by a 2.5 acre garden with
tranquil ponds, colorful flowers, and towering
trees.

C
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Interior of the Pleasant Home.
Photo courtesy of Visit Oak Park

MY

CY

CMY

Considered one of the earliest examples of
Prairie-style architecture in the county, the
Pleasant Home is a striking 30-room mansion
that beautifully showcases 19th century craftsmanship with its ornate woodwork and vibrant
art glass. The elegant dining room, sprawling
front porch and music room offer additional
space to accommodate guests.
What do you get when you take one of the
K

turn to page 22

Before the flowers
or the venue, start
learning
the dance.
To schedule your first lesson:

swaydancechicago.com
773-772-6204

a picture-perfect
wedding

On Saturday, March 25, 2017, Anna
DeShawn, founder/CEO of E3 Radio,
married Kaya Rainey at Stan Mansion,
surrounded by family and friends.
Here are some treasured moments from
their wedding album.

Rev. Vernice Thorn has pronounced
Anna (right) & Kaya married for the first
time.
Photo courtesy of Severe Photographics,
lighting and drape by Art of Imagination,
flowers by Plump Chicago
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Above: Pictured left to right. Marie Harrison, Tiffany Paxton, Trina Jackson, Debbie Hopkins,
Nikki Powell, Eboni Montsho, Jackie Payets, Brandee Dyson, Kaya Rainey, Anna DeShawn
Rainey, Jace Smith, Yolanda Givins, Javarus Mack, Dionne Dyson, Phenomenon the Poet, Kia
Olive, TJ Hunter, Latoya Bailey, Tara Walters.
Photo courtesy of Severe Photographics

Above: The wedding hosts. Pictured left to right:
Kareen Bellevue, London Jadior, Phyl Shisha, Debbie
Bennett, Teffina Gray. Below: Anna and Kaya being
photographed by Marco of Severe Photographics.

Above: Wedding cake by Vanille
Patisserie.
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Thomas Senesac, Bob Hoagland and
their dog, Cody.
Photo courtesy of Hoagland

MEMORY
LANE
Hoagland,
Senesac
and ‘a little
piece of
immortality’
By Liz Baudler
When Bob Hoagland and Thomas Senesac
moved to Wicker Park in 1987, it was to escape
rapidly gentrifying Lincoln Park. The couple
planned to stay for as long as it took them to
not be underwater on the two-story property
they’d purchased. They stayed for 30 years.
“It’s a beautiful neighborhood. When we
moved in, there were quite a few gay couples
here. In those days, gay couples tended to be
the pioneers of gentrification. There was a
lot of property that could benefit from being
fixed up,” Hoagland remembered.
Many changes have come to what Hoagland
called “the best block in the city.” Gay couples
left and now families routinely cycle through,
leaving when they have kids. “We never really seriously talked about moving,” Hoagland
said. “We weren’t standoffish. Oh, we don’t
want to get to know these straight people. I
never expect to be rejected because I’m gay,
so I’m perfectly confident to go out and engage people with the totality of who I am. We
reached out, and people responded positively. I think that’s validation.”
The hardest change of all came when Senesac died of cancer in 2014. “A lot of people
would call Thomas the mayor of the block,”
said Hoagland, who described his partner as
incredibly charming and often larger than life.
“I know a lot of people love me, and proved it
16

while Thomas was sick and dying, and being
there for me and doing things.”
Neighbors offered to maintain Senesac’s
garden while he was ill, a reflection of all the
small favors the couple had done for them
over the years. The two were famous for their
annual Christmas party and for always welcoming new neighbors with offers of support.
It’s a legacy Ald. Joe Moreno honored last
June, with an honorary street sign at the corner of Damen and Crystal.
“Thomas was, and I am, a very outgoing
and friendly person,” said Hoagland. “We
would do the time-honored stoop sitting. We
would come home from work on a nice day,
we’d get a beverage, sit on the front steps and
talk about our day before we went in to make
dinner. The neighbors would come by and
stop and say hello, and we’d say, ‘You want
a beer?’ Eventually it became sort of a social
clearinghouse for the block. It was lovely. It
forged connections. It was what I think makes
a neighborhood a neighborhood. ”
Senesac was also notable for his business,
Acme Prop Rental, which supplied Hollywood
films and helped John Hughes get his start in
movies. Despite a warehouse brimming with
material, occasionally inspiration struck a little
closer to home for Senesac.
“I came home one day and the four-poster
bed was gone, ” Hoagland laughed. “It was
gone for two weeks and then it came back.

You just laughed; it was always a surprise. It
was kind of cool to see things that you own in
a movie. It was a delight to live with someone
like that. I’m a little more linear and organized,
so we made a good team. “
Hoagland thinks their partnership benefited
from the relationships they built around them:
“When you’re involved in a community, it
helps your relationship because it’s just something bigger than you are,” he said. “We always
tried to live our lives to the fullest, because, I
think, we had no one to depend on but each
other. We didn’t have kids to take care of and
society wasn’t always that encouraging of us.
We have to make our own universe and our
own happiness. Ultimately that’s true for everyone, but our circumstance of being gay
made us think about it constantly, and consciously do something about it instead of just
drifting through life.”
Now, when he sees honorary street signs
around the city, Hoagland said he wonders
about the stories behind them.
“I’m this little kid from the Northwest Side
of the city that had blue collar parents. It’s still
amusing to me that any of this is happening,”

he said. “I stood there the day the street sign
was unveiled. and I looked at people from
many different parts of my life, but primarily
from the block, and thought, oh my god, what
a blessing this group of people is who love me
and support me and lift me up.”
Although he passed away before he saw
it, Senesac knew about the street sign: The
honor was years in the making. Hoagland remembered Moreno asking him what Senesac
would think of the idea.
“I said, ‘he would be overwhelmed and I can’t
think of anything better’,” Hoagland recalled.
“In the whole journey from when [Thomas]
was diagnosed with cancer I saw him cry only
a few times. That was one of them, and that
time, it was happy crying.”
The sign is something Hoagland encounters
every day, when he walks his 16-year-old dog
down the block he’s called home for 30 years.
“I’m still surprised to see it there,” he said.
“Like, god, it’s real. It still feels not real in some
dimension—a little piece of immortality.
Doesn’t all of us want a little piece of immortality?”
—Originally printed in Windy City Times

Salvage One
Where love is always in the air

Come visit our magical space!
1840 W. Hubbard Street • Chicago • events@salvageone.com
Tours by appointment

Anjali Pinto Photography

#betrealty

PROUD TO BE PART OF
THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY
Celebrating 20 Years — Founded 1996
(773) 342-7211 • 2041 W Division St.

BETANCOURTREALTY.COM

PARTICIPATION COMMITMENT
IS EASY

TAKES A BIT MORE WORK

DEDICATION
REQUIRES LOVE

PROUD TO BE THE ONLY JEWELER IN
CHICAGO’S PRIDE PARADE

WWW.STEVEQUICKJEWELER.COM
773-404-0034

YAAASSS! AT QUEEN!

Local drag royalty Lucy Stoole chose Sunday, January 29, at the popular Queen! party at SmartBar as
the time and place to pop the question to her boyfriend, photographer Erik Michael Kommer. Erik said
yes, to the delight of the crowd.
The proposal was a celebration of the five years
that the pair has been together.
They were previously featured on the cover of
Nightspots magazine, with Lucy “out of face” as Ty
Huey.
Photos from the proposal courtesy of Erik M. Kommer
Photography; Nightspots photo by Kirk Williamson

nightspots
#1116 • April 16, 2014

DINING=LIFE
20

Have a bite and make a difference
with Dining Out For Life, Thu., April
24. Wood (pictured) is just one of
many participating locations. See
page 21 for a full list of restaurants.

WEDDING OFFICIANT

JUDGE JAMES A.
SHAPIRO (RET.)
Specializing in
Same-Sex
Weddings
In English and/or Spanish
Starting at $300

• Member, Alliance of Illinois
Judges (Director, 2011-15)
(Illinois’s LGBTQ judicial
association)
• President, Decalogue Society
of Lawyers (2007-08)
(helped pass support for civil
union legislation)

Judge Shapiro actively supported same-sex weddings ...

now he gets to officiate them!
TEXT OR CALL: (312) 782-4615
JudgeShapiro@gmail.com
JudgeShapiroLaw.com
180 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 3700, Chicago, IL 60601

OAK PARK
from page 13

most innovative structures in the world and
give it a $23 million makeover? Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Unity Temple is slated to reopen to the
public in July 2017 following a comprehensive
restoration, so guests for any occasion will be

stunned by the renewed grandeur of the skylights, fixtures, and woodwork.
Whether it’s an event with 200 people or an
intimate gathering with 20, the Carleton Hotel
of Oak Park fuses classic elegance and contemporary style. Its cozy fireplaces, stained glass,
crown moldings, and red wine drapery ooze
romance, and the string lights stretching across
the street outside are the glittering setting you
always envisioned for wedding photos.

Careful Peach.

Photo courtesy of
Visit Oak Park

The $4200
Everything
Wedding
For you and
30 Guests

• wedding planning
• printed wedding
invitations
• custom-written ceremony
• 8-hour venue with
summer garden
• prep-ready suite
• wedding party lunch
• beverage station
• unlimited house wine
• engraved take-home
wine glasses
• wedding flowers for both
partners
• day-of-wedding
coordination
• wedding officiant

PINE MANOR

SameSexWeddingVenue.com

The Gay Wedding Chicago Site - Elope or Bring 30 Guests
Text or call Rev Pam Today: 773-307-2128

Log-on For all-inclusive ChicagoWeddingPackages.com up to 300 guests

• your choice of a
photographer or
videographer
• bubble guest favors and
chairs
• buffet for 32
• wedding cake
• couples late night
snack tray & bottle of
champagne
• honeymoon suite
overnight with breakfast
in the morning
• same-day text message
announcement photo
• 50 printed photo thankyou cards

Gifts
Looking to register for gifts that will bring
a tinge of luxury to your home? The Careful
Peach has you covered. Its one-of-a-kind treasures, including everything from handmade
Parisian lotions to high-end cookware, effortlessly blend old-world charm and quality
craftsmanship.
Careful
Peach.

Photo
courtesy
of Visit
Oak Park

Catering
As the catering arm of Oak Park’s acclaimed
Italian joint, Cucina Paradiso, TwoMayToz Catering emphasizes putting the host’s mind at
ease. The wide spectrum of services offered, attention to detail, and delectable flavors ensure
guests will be enjoying the perfect meal.
See www.visitoakpark.com for other
ideas.

FRANKLY
from page 10

few hours to be your lifeline during the planning process. I make myself available to answer
questions, give advice and make referrals to
vendors. It can save you a lot of time, as well as
saving you from making an expensive mistake.
Also, think about hiring a wedding day director
to be there to manage all the little details on
the wedding day. This way, you and your family
can relax and enjoy the most important day of
your life.
Frank J. Andonoplas has designed social
and corporate events all over the country
since 1992. Frank is an active member of
the Association of Bridal Consultants and is
one of only 73 Master Wedding Consultants
worldwide. Frank was named Event planner
of the year in 2012. His expertise has been
featured in wedding magazines on as well
as local television segments in addition to
the Early Show, and 20/20. For more information www.frankeventdesign.com

Conn’s Catering
Entertain With Style

www.ConnsCatering.com
773.262.2666

LGBTQ

Wedding &
Special Events Guide
Kennan Abbo (left in below photo) wed
David Weiner on June 20, 2015. Chicago’s
Elite Yacht made the beautiful Chicago
skyline the backdrop to this couple’s
ceremony. With one Greek Orthodox
and one Jewish groom, the Rev. Padraig
McGuire created an interfaith ceremony
that fused elements of both traditions.
Guests were requested to dress to a Gatsby
theme. Undaunted by rain, guests danced
until late-night fireworks and lightning
bolts against the glittering Chicago skyline
capped the evening.
Photos by Jon Weiner Photography
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SNAPSHOTS OF LOVE

PLANNING YOUR

WEDDING

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

Plan your perfect wedding at Second
Presbyterian Church.
Beautiful sacred space.
Couples of all faiths and
sexual orientations are welcome.
Church membership not required.
1936 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago
Visit www.2ndpresbyterian.org/weddings
for information on planning
your wedding, fees and the
wedding ceremony application
form or call the Church
Wedding Coordinator at

(312) 405-1443

LGBTQ

Wedding &
Special Events Guide

BUSINESS LISTINGS

Here is your handy guide to supportive businesses who are committed to
making your big day one to remember. Support those who support us!

ACCOMMODATIONS

DANCE

Hyatt Hotels

773-772-6204
www.SwayDanceChicago.com
Before the flowers or the venue, start learning
the dance. What better way to spend the months
between “Will you?” and “I do” than in each other’s
arms?

see also VENUES

www.Hyatt.com/hypride
Hyatt is a proud and dedicated sponsor of the
Human Rights Campaign, with a perfect score
on the Corporate Equality Index for 14 years in a
row and counting. Hyatt stands with the LGBTQ
community and those on the front lines of the fight
for equality. Learn more at hyatt.com/hypride. We
love love!

LondonHouse Chicago

85 E. Wacker Drive (at N. Michigan Ave.)
312-357-1200
http://londonhousechicago.com/lgbt-weddings
Located in the heart of Downtown Chicago,
LondonHouse Chicago offers couples flexible,
contemporary event spaces overlooking the
Chicago River. With 452 rooms, social and dining
options and full-service spa, LondonHouse Chicago
is ready to take your wedding from pre-ceremony
to post-reception.

CATERING

Conn’s Catering

773-262-2666
www.connscatering.com
info@connscatering.com
Conn’s Catering has built its reputation for
excellent food and impeccable service in the
Chicago community since 1993. Our Executive Chef
was trained in the California Culianry Academy
in San Francisco. Our catering coordinator can
provide assistance on event planning. Uniformed
staff is available to help host your event.

The Polo Inn

3322 S. Morgan
773-927-1122
www.thepoloinn.com
Featuring The Polo Cafe with lunch, dinner,
Saturday Bloody Mary brunch and Sunday singalong gospel bunch. Reservations recommended.
Upstairs, The Polo Inn Bridgeport USA is Chicago’s
premiere bed & breakfast.
26

Sway Dance Chicago

ENTERTAINMENT

Becca Kaufman Orchestra

847-892-4150
www.beccakaufmanorchestra.com
www.beatmixmusic.com
Available for all your weddings and celebrations.
Contact Becca to hear the sounds of your wedding.

Psychic Entertainment by Barbara G.
Meyer
773-282-6556
barb@bgmeyer.com
www.bgmeyer.com
Insightful, positive and fun entertainment for
your bachelorette party, wedding shower or
wedding reception. One-on-one tarot or palm
readings that will leave your guests amazed and
excited about their futures.

EVENT PLANNING
Frank Event Design

Frank J. Andonoplas, Master Bridal Consultant
5555 N. Sheridan Rd., Arcade Level
773-275-6804
www.frankeventdesign.com
frank@frankeventdesign.com
Frank J. Andonoplas has been planning
weddings for the last 20 years. He was recently
Named Event Planner of the year and is one of 79
Master Bridal Consultants worldwide.

Modern Luxury Weddings Chicago
www.ModernLuxury.com
The leading luxury wedding resource that
appeals to newly engaged couples of today’s
society. Celebrating 10 beautiful years.

GIFTS

Leigh Gallery

3306 N. Halsted St.
773-472-1865
www.theleighgallery.com
theleighgallery@comcast.net
New to The Leigh Gallery: The Wedding
Painting. 20” x 16” acrylic on canvas painting that
all of your friends can write on (with a Sharpie©)
commemorating your special day. #Love Wins!

INVITES

Total Promotions, Inc.

Contact David Strzepek,
773-505-7794
www.totalpromote.com
Special items for your wedding day:
Favors, candles, thank you notes, invitations,
monogrammed glasses, boxes, gifts and so much
more. Any item that can be imprinted, David can
get you the best prices.

JEWELRY

Jan Dee Custom Jewelry

1425 W. Diversey Pkwy., Chicago
773-871-2222
www.jandee.com
Celebrating serving the community for 40 years.
Specializing in custom design. Jewelry repair,
watch repair, appraisals, Certified GIA diamond
supplier. Mention Jan Dee’s ad in this section and
receive 15% off your next in-store purchase or $100
off your custom ring order.

Steve Quick Jeweler

773-751-0034
www.stevequickjeweler.com
We believe in love, beauty and jewelry as art.
We have been serving the LGBT community for 30
years. Three locations: Lincoln Park, Wicker Park,
Lincoln Square.

Tucker, Inc.

5 S. Wabash, Suite 507
312-263-3315
www.tuckercompany.net
Established 1935. Jewelry for every occasion.
Celebrating marriage equality for all. Donald
Strzepek, owner, proud to be part of the
community.

LEGAL

Donald J. Boyd, Jr, Family Law

113 S. Marion St., Ste. 100, Oak Park, IL

708-848-1005
www.boyddivorce.com
Pre-marital agreements, LGBT issues, divorce/
wills/trusts, real estate closings, custody violation,
child support. Evening and weekend appointments
available.

Lambda Legal

312-663-4413
www.lambdalegal.org
Lambda Legal is committed to achieving full
recognition of the civil rights of LGBT people and
those with HIV through impact litigation, education
and public policy work.

Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, Esq.
Law Offices of Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss
& Associates, P.C.
33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800
312-263-8800
rvmlawyer@aol.com
In service to the community for more than 35
years. Bankruptcy; Wills, Trusts & Probate; Real
Estate Closings; Premarital Agreements.

Rosemary Mulryan,
Mulryan & York, Attorneys at Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, Illinois 60613
773-248-8887
www.mulryanandyork.com
Mulryan & York is a full-service, communitybased law firm providing adoption, estate
planning, probate, and other legal services people
need to keep their families secure, strong, and
supported.

LICENSES

David Orr
Cook Co. Clerk’s Office

cookcountyclerk.com/vitalrecords/
marriageequality
Congratulations on Marriage Equality! Our office
is in the lower level of the Daley Center. For more
information, please visit our website.

OFFICIANTS
Dignity/Chicago

www.dignity-chicago.org/content/families
Your Roman Catholic resource for your wedding.
Full Mass or simple ceremony, ceremony planning,
Pre-Cana preparation, ordained male and female
priests, musicians and music direction. Inclusive
Roman Catholic community.
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OFFICIANTS

Judge James A. Shapiro (Ret.)

312-782-4615
JudgeShapiro@gmail.com
www.judgeshapirolaw.com
Retired judge wedding officiant with terrific,
romantic ceremonies and the voice of a former
radio announcer. Specializes in same-sex
ceremonies because he fought long and hard for
them.

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO
John Gress Photography

312-545-5438
http://johngress.com
A full-service photography and video production
company located in the heart of Chicago.

Sonnet Wedding Films
708-359-6455

steve@sonnetweddingfilms.com
www.sonnetweddingfilms.com

At Sonnet Wedding Films, we focus on the details
that make your celebration and your story special.
It’s not just a wedding film, but a movie about you.

REAL ESTATE

Betancourt Realty

BetancourtRealty.com
773-342-7211, 2041 W. Division St.
Celebrating 20 years! We are proud to be part
of the LGBTQ community. Whether you are new
to town, getting married, starting a family, or
becoming an empty-nester, we can find the perfect
home for you.

TRAVEL

Choose Chicago

www.choosechicago.com
twitter.com/ChooseChicago
www.facebook.com/ChooseChicago
A city of big shoulders and bigger hearts.
There’s a Chicago for everyone. What’s yours?
Share it using #mychicagopix.

Great Rivers Country

GreatRiverRoad-Illinois.com
Escape from the crowds, traffic and noise of
city living. Travel peaceful, two-lane roads along
the meandering curves of the mighty Mississippi
and through wide-open countryside. The Great
River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway has
everything you need for the perfect road trip
getaway!
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Visit Oak Park

1-888-OAK-PARK
www.visitoakpark.com
Just 8 miles west of Chicago’s loop, Oak Park
is rich with culture and buzzing with personality.
Discover Frank Lloyd Wright masterpieces,
historic sites, vibrant flavors, and quirky shops in
this welcoming and accessible community.

VENUES

The Atrium @
Little Black Pearl

1060 E. 47th St.
773-285-1211
www.blackpearl.org
Your special day deserves a special venue! The
core of our spacious Art & Design Center features a
contoured, elegant space that reveals itself under
open skies, savoring the beauty of bright sunlight
and the dark velvet night. This amazing space
invites the imagination to dream of decorative
possibilities for the ultimate event. Contact Special
Events Manager Yvette Warren at 773-285-1211,
ext. 306 for more information.

Chicago History Museum
1601 N. Clark St.
312-799-2254

www.chicagohistory.org/hostevent

Chicago History Museum is the city’s oldest
cultural institution. Its classic ballroom with
adjacent outdoor terrace make it the perfect venue
for your next event.

City Winery Chicago

1200 W. Randolph St., Chicago 312-229-5989
www.citywinery.com
todd@citywinery.com
Host your special day at City Winery Chicago!
33,000 square feet of luxurious indoor and outdoor
space. City Winery brings Wine Country to you.
Please contact Todd Carr, Events Director, to
schedule your private tour and discussion.

Congress Plaza Hotel
520 S. Michigan Ave.
312-427-3800, ext. 5071

catering@congressplazahotel.com

www.congressplazahotel.com
Looking for a venue? Book your downtown
wedding with us. An unforgettable evening in
a living piece of history in the heart of Chicago.
Our Gold Room is the perfect place for a dream
wedding. Our Florentine Room sets an intimate
and romantic mood for your wedding ceremony.
Contact us to schedule an appointment to view the
venue.

Galena JDC

www. galena.org/weddings
From lush vineyards to emerald landscapes
overlooking the Mississippi River, little white
chapels to elegant banquet halls, find the perfect
location for your wedding in Galena and Jo Daviess
County.

Glessner House Museum

1800 S. Prairie Ave., Chicago
312-326-1480
www.glessnerhouse.org
rentals@glessnerhouse.org
Plan your special day at one of Chicago’s most
historic sites, an 1887 mansion featuring a restored
coach house and brick-walled private courtyard.

Keith House

1900 S. Prairie Ave., Chicago
312-907-7909
www.keithhousechicago.com
Weddings in the Near South Loop of Chicago.
1870s historic home, with beautiful original
woodwork. Ten minutes from downtown.Also
available for corporate events, baby showers,
meetings, art shows, retreats, book launches, and
more.

LondonHouse Chicago

85 E. Wacker Drive (at N. Michigan Ave.)
312-357-1200
http://londonhousechicago.com/lgbt-weddings
Located in the heart of Downtown Chicago,
LondonHouse Chicago offers couples flexible,
contemporary event spaces overlooking the
Chicago River. With 452 rooms, social and dining
options and full-service spa, LondonHouse Chicago
is ready to take your wedding from pre-ceremony
to post-reception.

Morris Performing Arts Center

105 W. Colfax Ave.,
South Bend, IN
574-235-5612
www.palaisroyale.org
Historic 1922 ballroom at Morris Performing Arts
Center, downtown South Bend, Indiana. Premier
event facility for memorable events. Superior
service. Outstanding cuisine by Executive Chef.
Available for weddings, receptions, dances,
fundraisers, meetings, business events.

The Polo Inn

3322 S. Morgan
773-927-1122
www.thepoloinn.com
Featuring The Polo Cafe with lunch, dinner,
Saturday Bloody Mary brunch and Sunday singalong gospel bunch. Reservations recommended.
Upstairs, The Polo Inn Bridgeport USA is Chicago’s
premiere bed & breakfast.

Pine Manor

773-307-2128
SameSexWeddingVenue.com
The $4200 “Everything Wedding” package for
you and 30 guests. Wedding planning, printed
invitations, custom-written ceremony, 8-hour
venue with summer garden, prep-ready suite,
wedding party lunch and so much more. Text or
call Rev. Pam today!

Salvage One

1840 W. Hubbard St.
events@salvageone.com
www.SalvageOne.com
Popular events venue where love is always in the
air. Tours by appointment. Come visit our magical
space and bring your special day to Salvage One.

Second Presbyterian Church

1936 S. Michigan Ave.
312-225-4951 secondchurch1936@comcast.net
http://2ndpresbyterian.org/weddings/

Make your dreams come true with a church
wedding in Chicago’s only National Historic
Landmark church. People of all faiths and sexual
orientation are welcome.

Sidetrack

3349 N. Halsted St.
773-477-9189
www.sidetrackchicago.com
info@sidetrackchicago.com
Bringing people together with legendary parties
for more than 30 years. Perfect for engagement
parties, wedding ceremonies, or receptions.
Custom music and video entertainment options,
custom cocktails, caterer-friendly facilities, choice
of staff.
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“Something different …
something wonderful”

Featuring the legendary Polo Cafe!

Dave Samber

Offering over a generation
of service and hospitality to
Chicago’s LGBTQ community

Lunch:
Monday-Friday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Dinner:
Friday & Saturday 5-9 p.m.
“Bloody Mary” Brunch:
Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
HALLELUJAH!! Bridgeport
Sing-along GOSPEL Brunch:
Sunday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Reservations Recommended: (773) 927-7656

Since 1997, owner Dave Samber has offered an elegant private
room attached to his Inn called the “Old Eagle Room.”

3322 S. Morgan St., Chicago, www.ThePoloInn.com

The Polo Inn Bridgeport USA
(upstairs from The Polo Cafe)

CHICAGO’S PREMIERE BED & BREAKFAST

Spacious 2-3 bedroom, handsomely decorated, themed suites with
private bath and includes complimentary parking, full breakfasts,
and courtesy shuttle to local trains and McCormick Place. Minutes
Southwest of the Loop, ideal to
gather for a special event, dinner
or reception, wedding ceremony,
rehearsal dinner or memorial meal,
as well as holiday parties, showers,
corporate seminars and team
bonding, meetings, retreats, and
entertainment performances, plus
unique overnight “get-aways.”

(773) 927-1122
www.bridgeportbedandbreakfast.com

We love love
Hyatt is a proud and dedicated sponsor of the Human Rights
Campaign, with a perfect score on the Corporate Equality Index
for 14 years in a row and counting. We stand with the LGBTQ
community and those on the front lines of the fight for equality.
Learn more at hyatt.com/hypride
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