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Top 40? Disco? Swing? Rock? Showtunes? What do you want your 

wedding to sound like? With star vocal talent, a state of the art 

sound system and a DJ/Turntablist, The Becca Kaufman Orchestra 

offers an energetic, versatile live music experience like no other. 

Whether it’s a solo pianist or a 20-piece orchestra, we can make 

sure your next wedding sounds like no other! BKO will make sure 

your wedding sounds like you!

Visit www.beccakaufmanorchestra.com and www.BeatMixMusic.com 

or call 847.892.4150 to hear the sounds of your next event. 

http://www.beccakaufmanorchestra.com


Elegant and Affordable Weddings by

Maggiano’s is the perfect venue to host your wedding event including:  
Engagement Parties, Bridal Showers, Rehearsal Dinners, 

Receptions, or Day-after Brunches.

516 North Clark Street
www.maggianos.com

Contact Ann Marie at 312-644-4284 or
chicago.banquet@maggianos.com for more info

Please mention this ad for 10% discount if booked before 12/31/14.

Available Services Include:
Z Rich, beautiful rooms and 

table settings
Z Elegant, adjustable 

lighting
Z Skilled and impeccably-

dressed servers
Z Full-service bars with 

an extensive selection 
of wines, spirits and 
champagnes

Z Authentic, Chef-prepared 
Italian-American dishes 
served buffet or family 
style

Z Skilled Banquet Managers 
experienced in a wide 
range of social, religious 
and cultural events

http://www.maggianos.com


1425 W. Diversey Pkwy., Chicago, IL 60614
Ph 773-871-2222  Fax 773-871-0526

Wed 10-5  Thurs & Fri 12-7  Sat 10-5

jandee.com

Located in Lincoln Park
CELEBRATING 40 YEARS
Specializing in Custom Design

Jewelry Repair • Watch Repair • Appraisals
Your Trusted GIA Certified Diamond Supplier

BRING IN THIS COUPON
and receive 15% off your next in-store

purchase or $100 off your custom ring order

http://www.jandee.com


Wedding Guide
Gay and Lesbian

Funny, huh? When we released the first edition of this special Gay & Lesbian Wedding Guide 
back in February, we had achieved marriage equality, but it still beckoned us from the near-
future. Not three weeks after the release of the issue, however, Cook County took a stand and 
decided to open up its offices early to gay and lesbian couples and began to issue licenses on 
Feb. 22, over three months in advance of the June 1 statewide beginning of marriages.

So at this point, when our Facebook feeds can’t go one weekend without heralding the very 
legal weddings of more and more of our friends and marriage equality is now the law in 19 
states (and D.C.), one rarely hears anymore of “gay weddings.” Now, you simply hear of them as 
“weddings.” Sounds like equality to us!

So make sure to patronize the advertisers in this second edition of Windy City Media Group’s 
Wedding Guide, a one-stop shop for all your wedding planning needs. Have fun and live your 
lives. They are yours, after all!

—Kirk Williamson, editor

Experience private dining at its finest. Plan your rehearsal, shower and wedding reception in 
our private dining rooms for Lunch or Dinner at Fleming’s. Contact our Private Dining Director to 

book your event at 312.329.9463 or PDChicago@FlemingsSteakhouse.com.

Congratulations, Chicago!

PRIME STEAKHOUSE & WINE BAR

CHICAGO  •  25 EAST OHIO ST.  •  312.329.9463
© 2014 Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar. All rights reserved.

Indulge in Wedding
     Planning at Fleming’s

http://www.flemingssteakhouse.com
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525 West Arlington Place  •  Chicago, Illinois 60614 
www.salvatores-chicago.com  •  773.528.1200

Creating happily ever afters.

Fred Fox Photography Fred Fox Photography

http://www.salvatores-chicago.com


tucker, inc.
Chicago
Est. 1935

Jewelry for
every occasion

Celebrating Marriage Equality For All

Donald Strzepek, proprietor
Proud to be part of the community

5 South Wabash Avenue, Suite 507, Chicago
312-263-3315, fax 312-263-3317, www.tuckercompany.net

HERS HIS

Diamonds  *  Jewelry  *  Executive Gifts

http://www.tuckercompany.net


There’s Wealth in Our Approach.™

©  2014 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.

What is 
important 
to You?

n   Coordinating & Simplifying your financial life
n   Protecting a loved one
n   Tax strategies for same-sex couples
n   Planning or improving your retirement income
n   Rolling over your 401k 
n   Consolidating your IRAs
n   Protecting and maximizing your estate

My Goal is to Help You Reach Yours 
To schedule a complimentary consultation with James, call (312) 559-1738

 

James e. elvord, aWm
First Vice President - Financial Advisor

500 West Madison Street, Suite 2500 
Chicago, IL 60661

(312) 559-1738 | (800) 683-3246 
james.elvord@rbc.com
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BY JOANNE GURION

After my son Charlie came out 10 years ago, I 
was overwhelmed with crippling feelings of 
guilt, fear and anxiety. I began to chronicle my 
journey, first as the “mother of a gay man,” until 
I finally returned to being just “Charlie’s mom.”
 My son married the love of his life, David 
Wilk, on Saturday, Feb. 22, 2014. On the previ-
ous day, after a court ruling, they were the first 
same-sex couple to receive a license from Cook 
County Clerk David Orr’s office. While there had 
been emergency same-sex marriages prior to 
that date (due to health reasons), this was the 
first time non-emergency licenses were issued. 
They were part of history, but to me, they are a 
special couple because they are my sons.
 I often remind my children to never take for 
granted being part of a large, loving family. 
During WWII, when the Nazis invaded Poland, 
my mother-in-law’s family was exterminated. 
She survived interment in Auschwitz. My fa-
ther-in-law lost most of his family members, 
and barely survived imprisonment in a Siberian 
gulag. My parents grew up during the Depres-
sion. They both lost their mothers at an early 
age. My dad was in an orphanage and then the 

foster care system. These experiences made 
our parents value family above anything else. 
Although my husband and I came from dif-
ferent cultural and religious backgrounds, the 
importance of family was the glue that bound 
our families together. The hardships our par-
ents had endured made them determined to 
always love and support their children.
 My father-in-law, Max, was a very wise man. 
He liked that my family was composed of so 
many different ethnicities that we didn’t iden-
tify with just one. When each of our children 
were born, he was ecstatic, explaining to us 
again and again, how he felt that the blend of 
so many different ethnic backgrounds would 
make our children stronger. He taught us that 
diversity was not only good, but desirable. 
Eventually we were blessed with four children, 
and became a typical suburban family, living 
in Northwest suburban Palatine, Ill. We felt se-
cure in the knowledge that our children were 
healthy, happy, normal kids. After Charlie came 
out however, I began to question just what the 
term “normal family” really means.
 At 38 years old, I was not expecting anoth-
er pregnancy. Several years prior to Charlie’s 
birth, I’d been informed that I was in early 

GROWING
FAMILY

A mother reacts to her son’s new marriage
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MARS
GALLERY

— EST. 1988 —

1139 W. Fulton Market
Chicago, IL 6060
312-226-7808

info@marsgallery.com 
marsgallery.com

MARS GALLERY, one of
Chicago's most respected
art galleries, has been
hosting distinctive 
weddings for over 25 years.
Located in Chicago's 
historic West Loop market 
district,  WE HOPE YOU'LL

CONSIDER US FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL DAY.

LOOKING FOR A

UNIQUE
WEDDING SPACE?

menopause. Thirteen years later on a frigid 
January morning, Charlie was born. My Irish 
Catholic mother considered it a miracle. 
Our daughter Lisa was 16 at the time, and 
our twin sons, Dave and Dan were 13. Char-
lie was welcomed with open arms; all of his 
older sibs arguing with each other, over 
who would get to hold him first. Two years 
later after Henry’s dad Max died, Grandma 
Gina moved in with us. Charlie grew up 
showered with love and affection.
 In retrospect, when he was growing up, 
I’d had some level of awareness that Char-
lie was gay. I quickly pushed the thought to 
the back of my mind though, being unable 
to process it at the time, largely due to my 
own fear and ignorance. It was easier to at-
tribute to child rearing trends in the 1990s. 
Children were encouraged to play with toys 
other than those considered gender specif-
ic. I’d always let Charlie choose the toys he 
was attracted to. He played with dinosaurs 
and he played with Polly Pockets. Along 
with collecting Pokemon cards and Power 
Rangers, he collected Spice Girl memorabil-
ia. He had some male friends but they were 
greatly outnumbered by his female friends, 
with whom he seemed more comfortable.
 Just a few weeks ago, Charlie surprised 
me. He called to request that I get the fam-
ily together at Cook County marriage court 
the next morning, to witness his marriage to 
David. I was speechless, a rare occurrence. 
They had become engaged last August and 
a wedding was planned for September of 
2014. When the Illinois marriage equality 
passed last fall, it had been the icing on the 
cake. Groomsmen and groomswomen were 
chosen. All seven of their nieces and neph-
ews were excited to have been given spe-
cial jobs. A venue was secured. Tastings had 
been arranged. Save-the-dates had gone 
out to family and friends. Charlie explained 
to me that the date to obtain a marriage li-
cense had been moved up. He was so over-
joyed and excited that he couldn’t wait any 
longer to marry David. He went on to say 
that they’d obtained a license earlier that 

turn to page 28

Facing Pace: Joanne Gurion (center), 
with her son Charlie (left) and his new 
husband David Wilk. 
Photo courtesy of Gurion

http://www.marsgallery.com


BY FRANk J. ANdONOplAs , MBC

Everything’s coming up roses—orchids, calla 
lilies and hydrangeas, too! 
 Flowers are a huge part of any wedding. You 
can spend a little, you can spend a lot. It all de-
pends on how important this is you, as well as 
what your budget will allow. This is where your 
wedding consultant will assist you coming up 
with a design that works best for you. Here are 
the key parts of the wedding that need flowers, 
with some great options I’d like to recommend 
for any budget.
 Personal flowers are the first thing you need 
to consider. Brides can go with a traditional 
hand-tied round bouquet of all tight blooms, 
which has been popular since Martha Stewart 
made this vogue 20 years ago. It’s timeless and 
simple. Or they can go with an interesting cas-
cading shape of a crescent or oval. I just had 
a bride recreate her grandmother’s bouquet 
from 1928. They were HUGE back then. 
 For bridesmaids, I’d recommend something 
smaller, or to save money even one grace 
single stem. Moms lately seem to not want 
to wear a corsage so I have been doing small 
bouquets for them to carry, or even just a small 
vases of flowers at their place settings. As for 
men’s boutonnieres, I suggest keeping it sim-
ple so it doesn’t like a corsage or an ‘80s prom; 
they can use spray roses, dendrobium orchids 
or, as I wore at my wedding (back then it was 
just a commitment ceremony), a mini calla 
lily. I suggest having backups for the grooms 
as after the ceremony, with lots of hugs, they 
tend to get crushed; this way you have a fresh 
one for the reception. Also consider non-flower 
bouts of berries or herbs—or go a completely 
different route by wearing a brooch. 

 The largest expense will be decor flowers. 
Let’s start with reception. Centerpieces are 
where the costs add up big time. When select-
ing these, think about the overall feel of the 
wedding, and where you are having it at. If it’s 
a hotel ballroom, I’d recommend a mix of ele-
vated arrangements and complimenting lower 
arrangements. By mixing these formats with 
the same flowers, it will not only add interest 
to the room, but save you money as the lower 
will be less expensive than the elevated, as you 
need a lot of volume. 
 If you are in a more casual environment such 
as a loft or even your home, think about one 
single vase or even a collection, with each vase 
having a different type of flower in it. (Having 
the same color is called monobotanical.) You 
can tell your florist—if you are not picky—to 
set a price point, and to just the “the best of 
market” and have them decide on what type. 
Also consider a grouping of small vases with a 
single stem that will double as a favor for guests 
to take home. You can go entirely with candles, 
but make sure the flames are in glass to meet 
fire codes. Also, using non-floral elements such 
as props or edible centerpieces (such as a small 
wedding cake) saves money. Again, this must 
fit your theme and or overall feel of the wed-
ding. I love the words “unexpected” and “out of 
the box,” which are my calling cards. 
 When selecting flowers and decor for your 
ceremony, I have one word I keep in mind: 
REPURPOSE. Think “How can I use these at the 
reception, to save money?” Centerpieces on 
rented pedestals create an amazing aisle. Large 
statement pieces flanking your ceremony can 
be relocated to each side of your orchestra or 
head table or can be used as centerpieces for 
your escort card or sweet tables. If you are us-

FRANKLY SPEAKING ...
Expert tips to plan your wedding expertly
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http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
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Jarvine Colbert and Kush Kwesi

BY MAtt sIMONEttE

Forty-six LGBT couples rushed to Cook County 
Clerk David Orr’s office Feb. 21 to get the first 
marriage licenses after a federal judge ruled 
earlier that day that same-sex couples would 
not have to wait until June 1 to be married. 

Judge Sharon Coleman’s ruling said the 
state’s ban on gay marriages is unconstitu-
tional, and that marriages for gay couples can 
begin immediately. Same-sex couples who 
had already been legally married in other 
states would have those marriages recog-
nized immediately, the clerk’s office said.

The ruling applied only in Cook County, 
where the initial lawsuits were filed. Residents 
of other Illinois counties would have to travel 
there to get their license and be married. 

The county clerk’s office was kept open an 
extra two hours Feb. 21 and was prepared 
for the ruling. Shortly before 1 p.m, the first 
same-sex couple of the day had obtained 
their license. Chicagoans Charles Gurion and 
David Wilk heard about the ruling on the 
news and decided to go get the license. 

“I only just heard about this and hour and 
a half ago, and convinced him an hour ago,” 
Gurion said. 

—Also contributing: tracy Baim
Originally from the Feb. 26, 2014, issue of 

Windy City times. see the full story at 
www.windycitymediagroup.com

Gay marriage begins 
early in Cook County

Top photo: Mike Kierpiec (left) and Donn 
Mielke, 34 years. Photo by Hal Baim. Middle left: 
Jeff Woods and Tom Wray. Photo by Hal Baim.

Middle right: Jarvine Colbert and Kush Kwesi. 
Photo by Dr. Lou Bohr. Bottom: David Orr with 
Carolyn and Sara Kujawa, and their son 
Ronan. Photo by Matt Simonette



Creative Catering for Exceptional Events

chefcelena.com      312-848-1309      celena@chefcelena.com

Chef Celena specializes is custom-designed 
menus for formal weddings, business luncheons, 

private dinners and casual events

Lesbian-Owned, Full-Service Catering and Private Chef Service, 
serving the community for 20 years

Specializing in creating memorable events through expert 
presentation and the highest quality cuisine

Organic        Kosher        International        Vegan        Vegetarian 

Gay marriage begins 
early in Cook County

http://www.chefcelena.com


Your Destination of Choice
For A Truly Memorable Wedding

Just 50 miles west of Chicago,       
this oasis of Old World elegance and 
Midwestern hospitality is the perfect 
venue for your wedding celebration.

Our charming five-acre estate offers 
endless possibilities for indoor and 
outdoor ceremonies and receptions, 

as well as convenient guestrooms for 
the bridal party or wedding guests.

For information and availability, 
contact us at 630.636.9400 

or info@doubledutchmanor.com.

7336-A US Route 34, Oswego, IL 60543  | www.DoubleDutchManor.com

http://www.doubledutchmanor.com


Protecting The Life You Love

Wedding 
and Event 
Insurance

Auto - Home
 Business - Life

CINDY WEIGEL
Independent Insurance Broker

773-510-3960
www.roxyinsurance.com

Gay Owned 
and Operated

1344 NORTH WELLS STREET
PHONE: 312-475-1344

pulpandink.com
@pulpandink

the most fashionable invitations
elum, kleinfeld, bella figura, smock, oblation

crane & co., vera wang, william arthur,
arabella, spark, custom,  and more.

http://www.pulpandink.com
http://www.roxyinsurance.com


BY ROss FORMAN
 
One of the largest, family-owned jewelry 
chains in the country, Rogers & Hollands, has 
made a “tremendous” move to reach the LGBT 
community, said renowned, openly gay jewel-
ery designer Rony Tennenbaum.

Rogers & Hollands announced it is adding 
a new wedding jewelry collection created to 
celebrate marriage and equality—through the 
addition of Rony Tennenbaum’s 
Jewelry collection—to its bridal 
cases in both its Woodfield Mall 
location in Schaumburg, and in 
downtown Chicago’s Water Tower 
Place stores. The jewelry chain 
operates numerous stores in the 
Chicagoland area and throughout 
the Midwest.

“The fact Rogers & Hollands 
embraces the LGBT community 
[sends] a huge message to other 
retailers, to other establishments, 
especially larger establishments, 
that LGBT can feel safe and sup-
ported in their stores,” Tennen-
baum said in a phone interview. 
“There’s no question, having the 
backing of a chain like Rogers & 
Hollands is huge.”

And it’s just the tip of the ice-
berg for same-sex couples, espe-
cially in Illinois, who are ready to 
tie the knot.

“Rogers & Hollands making a 
stand is very powerful, very important. It’s a 
very big step,” he said.

Tennenbaum said more retailers nationally 
have been reaching out to him as more and 
more states pass same-sex marriage. He noted 
that retailers in locations “that I would not have 
expected,” have been contacting him as well, 
such as representatives from Detroit, Memphis, 
Mississippi and elsewhere. 

“There seems to be a much bigger openness 
to accept [same-sex marriage],” he said. “I don’t 
know if that’s from a commercial standpoint, 
because there’s a niche opportunity here that 
they are seeking, or that there really are some 

barriers and walls that are coming down; I 
think that has a lot to do with it as well.

“Store owners are really finding that the 
niche is something relevant, something impor-
tant. They are now wanting to carry products 
in their stores that actually attract an LGBT au-
dience. I think it’s very interesting, very impor-
tant. I think it’s good to see that there are still 
supportive people out there; people who are 
willing to support the LGBT community.”

Tennenbaum noted that there 
definitely is a growth and in-
crease in the number of same-sex 
couples going to retail outlets, 
searching for their wedding and 
engagement rings. And Tennen-
baum also is going into the gay 
communities more often—to 
answer questions. “That’s a key 
new [aspect] to what I’m doing,” 
he said.

“As we’re developing these 
new traditions and these new 
etiquettes, which are evolving, I’m 
finding that there are more and 
more questions that couple want 
to know, want answered.

Questions include “Who pro-
poses?” and “Do both have to 
wear diamond rings, do rings 
have to match, and more.”

One trend that’s been hot this 
spring and summer, he said, is 
that couples getting engaged 
with secret proposals. “They are 

wonderful, charming stories. I find more and 
more of that is happening,” he said.

Tennenbaum, who has 25 years of experi-
ence in jewelry design and manufacturing, 
has been active in same-sex engagement and 
wedding rings since 2008.

“I always have a lot on my plate, new col-
lections that I’m working on, new ideas and 
concepts that are very interesting that will 
be coming out in 2015, expanding the niche, 
and more,” he said. “The opportunities are tre-
mendous out there for untapped markets, and 
that’s a very important factor.” 
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High-profile expansion for
Rony Tennenbaum Jewelry

Rony Tennenbaum.



We’ve got 16,000 bright ideas on 
having your engagement party or 

wedding reception at 
PROGRESSBAR

custom drink packages
intimate space catering options

audio & visual capabilities
dj’s available for booking

PROGRESSBAR
3359 N. Halsted St.    Roscoe & Halsted     773.697.9268    

info@progressbarchicago.com

http://www.progressbarchicago.com


Eva’s Bridals
OAK LAWN

evasinternational
ONLAGRANGE

5269 W. 95th St.
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
708-422-5599
evasbridalofoaklawn.com
evasofoaklawn@yahoo.com

15180 S. LaGrange Rd.
Orland Park, IL 60462
708-460-2200
evasonlagrange.com
evasonlagrange@yahoo.com

DAMN RIGHT WE SUPPORT IT!
Should be a pdf,

300 dpi, CMYK 
color. I just 
need that by 

Aug 5th

http://www.evasbridalofoaklawn.com


Should be a pdf,
300 dpi, CMYK 
color. I just 
need that by 

Aug 5th

http://www.davalle.com/equality


The Lattice Inn
1414 South Hull Street,
Montgomery, AL 36104

www.thelatticeinn.com

ing an archway, chuppah or mundap (for a Jew-
ish or Indian ceremony, respectivey), ask if these 
items can be repurposed for you to have a sweet-
heart table for two to dine at—or would your 
wedding cake look sweeter under this structure? 
Pew flowers in church can be repurposed on the 
backs of chairs at the head table. 
 Again, try to use whatever you use at the cer-
emony in the reception. If your ceremony and re-
ception are not at the same venue, there will be 
an extra delivery/set-up fee, but much less than 
purchasing separate floral all over again.
 If the budget allows, I love to place a bud on 
each napkin. Small arrangements for the rest-
rooms and bars (as well a bowl of nuts for guests 
to munch on while waiting for a drink) are nice 
touches as well. 
 One more thing to consider is lighting. You 
have these beautiful flowers, and once the room 
gets dark you will lose the beauty. I highly rec-
ommend pinspotting each table, with a light fo-
cused directly on each centerpiece. This makes 
a huge impact, and I feel is money well-spent. 
Then, if the budget allows, I love to do a pattern 
on the dance floor created with light. Also, a lit 
room perimeter creates a dramatic feel, and can 
change color during the evening. 
 For information and images, www.frankev-
entdesign.com or “FrankEventdesign” on 
Facebook. 

FRANKLY
from page 12

FRANKLY SPEAKING ...
Expert tips to plan your wedding expertly

Bountiful 
Eatery 

www.bountifuleatery.com 

773-687-9811 

This gay-owned restaurant 
is dedicated to your health 

and is delighted to help 
you celebrate your very 

special day. 

We can arrange gluten-free 
and/or vegan wedding 

cakes.

Bountiful 
Eatery 

www.bountifuleatery.com 

773-687-9811 Bountiful 
Eatery 

www.bountifuleatery.com 

773-687-9811 

Bountiful 
Eatery 

www.bountifuleatery.com 

773-687-9811 

Journey of Life
                  Services

HELPING THE LGBT COMMUNITY IN  

BUDGETING, HEALTH AND WELLNESS,
AND BUSINESS-BUILDING SKILLS

LAURA D. HAMM
FOUNDER AND CEO
 WWW.LAURAHAMM6.WIX.COM/
LAURAHAMM
847-636-2369

http://www.laurahamm6.wix.com/laurahamm
http://www.richardsfabulousfinds.com
http://www.bountifuleatery.com
http://www.thelatticeinn.com


“Empress of Schmooze”
Experienced Wedding Planner 

for your special day

Resource Tank of 
people, places and things

312-504-3600
www.ag-parties.com
audrey@ag-parties.com

Call for a consultation and let’s get 
started making your special day one 

you’ll always remember!

http://www.ag-parties.com
http://www.swedishbakery.com


Chicago’s choice for professional, fun 
and artistic Wedding Photography

christopherpaulphotography.com 
847-701-4430

DAVID L. STRZEPEK
David@totalpromote.com

(773) 505-7794
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Let Marshall Pierce & Company assist in selecting 

the perfect rings for your special day.

Honor Your Commitment 
To Love

http://www.marshallpierce.com


Andrew Edwards & Andrew Gunnerson
July 18, 2014
Cook County Marriage Court (Downtown) 

“We wanted this to be easy and painless, so we started with brunch at the Bongo Room with some 
friends and family. I surprised Andrew with a limo—I was also surprised by the fact that it was a 
stretch Navigator—downtown. We had a crew of about 20 people with us, and we packed into the 
tiny basement room to do the deed. The judge was VERY serious, so, naturally, we had a hard time 
not bursting into laughter during the ceremony. Our rings are engraved in Gallifreyan - the lost 
language of the Time Lords. Limo back home for cocktails, and then a lovely dinner on the patio at 
the Fireside Restaurant in Andersonville. It was a wonderful (and easy and painless) day.”

Also pictured: The Andrews’ first date at Berlin, January 2008. Originally printed in the Jan. 8, 2008 
issue of Nightspots.
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dawn Rescigno and Angela deBello were 
married March 8 after 19 years together. Guests 
joined the couple for a celebratory brunch after 
the ceremony. The couple resides in Chicago with 
their 6-year-old daughter, Miuccia. The couple 
previously had a commitment ceremony in 2005 
to celebrate their tenth anniversary.   
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day and could be married 24 hours later. I knew 
that prior to this, he believed that he and David 
might never have the opportunity to marry le-
gally. I could hear the eagerness and anticipa-
tion in his voice. I had been waiting for this day 
ever since the time he told me that David was 
“the one.” Everyone in our family already loved 
David. There was no reason they should wait 
any longer.
 When we arrived at marriage court, you 
could feel the excitement in the air. Everyone’s 
faces were beaming. Judge Martin Moltz gave 
us a warm welcome. His small chamber was 
bursting with overwhelming happiness, love 
and anticipation. A news crew was present. I 
was worried that since there were so many of 
us, some might be asked to leave. Yes, history 
was being made, but to us, Charlie and David 
are our family. Everyone wanted to be present 
to support them as they pledged themselves 
to one another. I cried, as amidst all the excite-
ment, I saw David and Charlie hold hands and 
stare at each other, eyes misty with tears. All of 
a sudden, the judge began to speak. And then, 
I felt a tremendous sense of peace envelop me, 
knowing that finally Charlie and David would 
no longer be looked upon as second-class citi-
zens. They could now feel the same joy and yes, 
sometimes the frustration, experienced by all 
married couples.
 After brunch at Atwood Cafe, we dropped 
the newlyweds off at their home in Avondale. 
On our way home, Henry and I talked about 
what a journey it had been since Charlie came 
out to us at age 15. He’d been so happy and 
relieved to make us understand that he was 
very clear about his gender preference. He’d 
approached us during junior high, but was put 
off by a therapist who’d assured us it was just a 
phase he would grow out of. I remember feel-
ing numb as we both hugged him and assured 
him that his being gay would never change our 
love for him. After he left, Henry and I clung to 
each other and sobbed. The tears flowing down 
my face were mingled with grief and fear for 
my child. We both knew how hard it could be 
for him to face the hatred and discrimination 
arising from homophobia. I worried he could 

be a victim of HIV. Our dream of him some day 
finding a wife had been changed to him some-
day finding a husband, which seemed highly 
unlikely at the time.
 When our son came out, we knew of no one 
who was openly gay. We were well aware of 
the dangers of Internet dating. Charlie needed 
help finding gay friends in the suburbs as well 
as finding adult mentors. We were referred to 
a very knowledgeable clinical psychologist in 
Oak Park who specialized in the area of same-
sex relationships. After meeting with all of us, 
she kindly informed us that Charlie was just 
fine; it was we who needed information to help 
alleviate our fear and anxiety. I left her office 
with a list of reading material, the location of 
the nearest PFLAG meeting and the name of a 
social worker from LINKS, who moderated the 
Pride Youth group in our area.
 There is no perfect instruction manual for 
parents of LGBT children. Like all children, each 
one is unique, having his or her own interests, 
fears, hopes and dreams. Our primary responsi-
bility as parents is to nurture and love our chil-
dren. That part came easily for me. Charlie was 
still the same lovable child I held in my arms 
the day he was born. Yet those two words, “I’m 
gay,” took away the security I’d taken for grant-
ed being the mother of a so called “normal 
family.” Suddenly I feared my child would be 
viewed by some as being abnormal, and pos-
sibly be exposed to the same hatred and dis-
crimination his grandparents had faced years 
ago because of their Jewish heritage. He was 
now part of a minority group victimized by 
bullies, who could be isolated, made fun of and 
denied rights inherent to him under the U.S. 
Constitution. At that point, the natural urge I 
had as a mother to protect my child went into 
overdrive.
 Our local high school provided no social 
group for LGBT students. Instead, the kids met 
privately during school hours, with the school 
psychologist. I felt that this sent the wrong 
message to the students because it implied 
that they needed to continue to hide an im-
portant part of their identity. I worried they 
might feel isolated, when instead, they should 
be building the self-confidence needed to in-
tegrate with their peers. The school administra-
tion explained to me that they were protecting 
the identities of the students because none of 
them were out yet, except Charlie. The other 
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high school in our district already had an LGBT 
youth group which met after school, like most 
other school-sponsored clubs. By the time 
Charlie graduated in 2007, one had finally been 
established at our school.
 The simple act of coming out allowed Charlie 
to thrive. If anything, his new-found self-confi-
dence seemed to attract many more friends. I 
think it’s that way for most people. Self-accep-
tance begets happiness. Happiness attracts 
those around you. He still needed, however, to 
find a nearby place in which to meet other gay 
teens, so he decided to attend a Pride Youth 
meeting. The first time he went, Charlie wasn’t 
even old enough to drive. I went with him and 
while he was there, I attended a PFLAG meet-
ing. Afterwards I met the Pride group leader, 
Erschel De Leon and volunteer, Paul Dom-
browski. They explained to me that the meet-
ings provided local LGBT youth a place in which 
to gather. It was a safe atmosphere where the 
group could share feelings and have questions 
answered in an honest and informative man-
ner. Some of the kids in this group eventually 
became mentors themselves by being given 
the opportunity to speak about their coming 
out experiences at health classes at area high 
schools. They answered questions from faculty 
and students about what it’s like to be a gay 
teen. Charlie flourished under the direction of 
Paul and Erschel, even receiving a partial schol-
arship to DePaul University because of the 
volunteer opportunities they gave him. To this 
day Paul and Erschel remain our close friends. It 
meant so much to me that Paul and his partner, 
Joe Serio, were married only a few hours later 
on the same day Charlie and David married.
 Since Charlie came out, I’ve had experiences 
with him that I never imagined I’d have. I admit 
to being a stubborn Irish woman. In my zeal 
to be the best mother ever, I went overboard; 
subscribing to gay publications, wearing rain-
bow attire and constantly bringing up how 
proud I was of my “gay son,” in general, being 
an annoyance. Finally he gently reminded me 
that being gay did not define who he was. It 
was just a part of his identity. When I began 
to relax and just enjoy our relationship, rather 

than feeling that I had to prove my support, it 
became much more fun. I cheered Charlie on 
at the Bud Boyz Contest, hit the bars in Lakev-
iew for his 21st birthday and explored the Cas-
tro with him in San Francisco. More than any-
thing else, I enjoyed the company of the many 
friends I’ve met through him.
 I am a story teller who also appreciates hear-
ing the stories of others. I have been honored 
to listen to some very personal stories told 
to me by gay men I have met either through 
Charlie or in my own travels. So often though, 
the stories are dominated by feelings of loss 
and rejection. Each one has a place in my heart 
and together, they have had a powerful impact 

on me. Often when conversing with new gay 
friends, I am asked in jest, if I would be a moth-
er to them. This seems to have become a pat-
tern. I am deeply touched and yet saddened 
by this. I feel anger toward whomever caused 
their pain. Anger doesn’t accomplish much 
though, other than frustration. I needed to find 
a way in which I could turn my frustration into 
action.
 I started to write about my own experiences 
as Charlie’s mom. At first I wrote responses to 
self-righteous letters to the editor filled with 
misinformation, vitriol and Bible passages con-
demning the “gay agenda.” Rather than to re-
spond in an adversarial way, I tried to correct 
misnomers and false stereotypes with reality-
based on personal examples and experiences. 
I began writing letters to politicians and on 
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Charlie Gurion (left) and David Wilk 
were the first to apply for a marriage li-
cense in Cook County on Feb. 21 when a 
judge opened up the door for all same-
sex marriages in the county. 
Photo by Matt Simonette
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Facebook using the same approach. I wrote 
from the perspective of a mother. I shared that 
my fondest dream for many years, had been to 
dance at Charlie’s wedding. Pretty soon people 
in the community began to approach me in 
grocery stores, wanting to hear more stories. 
Politicians answered back. What seemed so 
normal to me was a curiosity to others. Even 
my mom, who lives in a retirement center, tried 
to help pass the marriage bill by sharing sto-
ries about David and Charlie around the lunch 
table. Soon, her best friend shared that she has 
a son who is gay. The conversation at the table 
began to flow. Eventually, instead of viewing 
Charlie and David as a curiosity, folks began to 
view them as just another couple. They get up 

and go to work every day, feed their dogs, take 
care of their home and enjoy time with friends 
and relatives, just like other “normal” families.
 I feel impatient with families who say that 
they cannot love their LGBT children due to the 
constraints placed upon them by their religious 
beliefs. Some may find it ironic that I claim it is 
indeed my Catholic education, which contin-
ues to fuel my passionate belief that all human 
beings are created equal and are therefore 
deserving of equal rights. I was educated by 
Franciscan and Benedictine nuns. These strong 
women fought for social justice. Their mantra 
was the most basic tenet of Christianity, “Love 
one another, as I have loved you.” The archaic 
and mean-spirited rhetoric used to shame and 
marginalize gays by Church hierarchy is a clear 
abuse of power. It creates division among fami-
lies, not allowing them to accept and love their 
children within the context of their own faith. 
We families and friends of LGBT people need 
to reeducate those around us. Misconception, 
shame and fear can help be eliminated by shar-
ing and networking.
 I have come full circle. Instead of feeling 
scared and anxious, I now enjoy feelings of 
hope, optimism and renewed faith that people 
will continue to fight for what is fair and just. 
The hard-fought battle to achieve equal rights 
has brought about legislative change which 
is finally occurring at a more rapid pace. I feel 
much joy watching my grandchildren grow up 
with the attitude that it is always good to cele-
brate people who love and commit themselves 
to each other, regardless of gender. I found a 
beautifully written children’s book to read to 
them about a wedding with two grooms. One 
of them looked at me afterwards and said, “We 
already know that Gramy. It’s not a big deal 
anymore.”
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Immigration Benefits for Same-Sex Couples.
At Last.

115 S. LaSalle St., Ste. 2600, Chicago, IL, 60603 / 312-626-1880
www.pathwaysimmigrationlaw.com
info@pathwaysimmigrationlaw.com

(L-R) Charlie’s dad Henry, David, 
Joanne, and Charlie at the Cook County 
Courthouse. 
Photo courtesy of Gurion

http://www.pathwaysimmigrationlaw.com
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Olin Eargle, ABR, CNE, SFR
Realtor® / Broker Associate
@properties 

c: 312-771-1328
oeargle@atproperties.com
www.olinsellschicago.com

When looking for a new home, remember, 

OLIN SELLS CHICAGO!
Olin is a proud member of the LGBT 
community and a real estate expert.

“There are many things 
that distinguish me from 
other brokers—most 
importantly my energy, 
my responsiveness and 
my knowledge.”

Member of Illinois and 
National Association of 
Realtors & Illinois LGBT 
Network with expert 
knowledge of Chicago and 
the Chicagoland area 
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Since 1985, chef-owner-innkeeper Dave Samber & 
                 his Staff continue to bring you . . .  
     “Something different . . . something wonderful!” 
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PROFILE

Only two years ago, Richard 
Biasi started making bow 
ties out of vintage ties and 
selling them on Etsy, a pro-
cess which snowballed  into 
the opening of Richard’s 
Fabulous Finds, 2545 W. 
North Ave. Richard’s curat-
ing eye has led to a stunning 
collection of top-notch vin-
tage men’s wear spanning 
styles from across the 20th 
century.
 www.RichardsFabulous-
Finds.com. see ad on page 
22 for more info.
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At Tri-Star Catering, we take pride in working with you to 
create the complete event.  We are more than exceptional 

food tastefully presented. Allow our team to take the  
work and worry out of planning your event.  

It’s your day; you should enjoy it as much as your guests. 
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Longtime Chicago gay activist and bar owner Marge 
summit (left) married her partner, Janan lindley, in May. 
Summit, owner of the popular His ’n Hers bar, has been 
active in the Chicago LGBT community for many decades. 
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                      Call us today! 
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Telling your story through compelling digital media. 
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Love from the Center of Who You Are...

I will help you prepare for your special day
with clarity and encouragement.  

Together, we'll craft a ceremony that uniquely
expresses your love and values.

Your love is a blessing to the world!
Rev. Jacki Belile, CPC /  www.livingwellministries.net

Crafting spiritually-grounded ceremonies for people of all faiths

http://www.livingwellministries.net


 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Congratulations on your Congratulations on your Congratulations on your Congratulations on your 
engagement and engagement and engagement and engagement and futurefuturefuturefuture    

wedding! How exciting!!!wedding! How exciting!!!wedding! How exciting!!!wedding! How exciting!!! 

Allow A Perfect Fit RevA Perfect Fit RevA Perfect Fit RevA Perfect Fit Rev to help 
create your magical ceremony script 

by churning and spinning and 
blending the potpourri of words 

that sounds intimate and eloquent 
even on paper and performed in a 

way that your guests will be 
captivated and enthralled to the 

very end. Have your ‘love story’ told 
too, and you’ll have family and 

friends talking about your ceremony 
for many years to come! 

What you can expect...What you can expect...What you can expect...What you can expect...    

“Eva was fantastic to work with 
from beginning to end, and was 

even adopted by our families at the 
reception because they loved her so 

much. My husband has been a 
wedding DJ for over 10 years, and 

she is by far the best officiant we've 
ever encountered. The ceremony 
was so heartfelt and personalized! 

We've gotten dozens of calls, 
emails, and comments about how 

fantastic the ceremony was :)” 
~ M.L. 

...and nothing less!...and nothing less!...and nothing less!...and nothing less!    

If you're the type of couple that 
likes to be playful and have 

boatloads of fun too, then don't let 
your wedding ceremony planning 

be all work and no play! I invite you 
to come play with me on your 
journey to your wedding day, 

together... 

Creating perfect Creating perfect Creating perfect Creating perfect memories!memories!memories!memories!    

Rev. Eva LaRoche 
(708)710(708)710(708)710(708)710----4794479447944794    

aperfectfitrev@att.net 
www.aperfectfitrev.com 

http://www.aperfectfitrev.com
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An 18th century estate, on 8 
acres with an 1836 barn, formal 
gardens and a path through still, 
untamed wilderness. Take time 

to relax and to escape the hustle 
of the contemporary world. The 
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private parties, retreats, family 
reunions and overnight stays. 

The city of Geneva is known for 
its elegant shopping.

The Oscar Swan Country Inn 
Geneva, IL

630.232.0173
www.oscarswan.com

We do all the catering for 
brunches, lunches, dinner, 
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special. 

Our food is prepared on 
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ACCOMMOdAtIONs
see also VENUEs
the Guesthouse Hotel 
Andersonville
4866 N. Clark st.
773-564-9568
www.theguesthousehotel.com
 Luxurious boutique hotel 
with spacious two- and three-
bedroom accommodations 
in Andersonville. Gourmet 
kitchens, spa-like bathrooms, 
fireplaces, balconies. Perfect 
for groups. Walk to restaurants, 
shops, bars. Live like a local! 

lang House Bed & 
Breakfast 
7421 N. sheridan Rd.
773-764-9851
www.catscradlechicago.com
info@langhousechicago.com
 The Lang House Bed & 
Breakfast, built in 1919, is 
honored to support the LBGT 
community. Lang House is 
the perfect venue for indoor, 
outdoor, nearby beach 
weddings, or receptions. We 
have special offers; call for
details.

BAkERIEs 
Roeser’s Bakery and 
party palace 
3216-3224 W. North Ave. 
Bakery: 773-489-6900
party palace: 773-489-6928 
www.RoesersCakes.com
 We want to celebrate 
marriage equality with you. Our 
designs range from traditional 
to contemporary and will 
compliment the theme of 
your special day. We are the 
place for cakes and everything 
to complete your party. Free 
parking.

swedish Bakery 
5348 N. Clark st.
773-561-3461
www.swedishbakery.com
 Located in Andersonville, 
Swedish Bakery has served 
the community for over 80 
years specializing in European 
pastries and cakes. In addition 
to wedding cakes, we also offer 
dessert tables, cupcakes and 
cake pops.

BRIdAl 
Eva’s Bridal of Oak lawn 
5269 W. 95th st.
Oak lawn, Il
708-422-5599
http://evasbridalofoaklawn.
com
 Visiting our two locations to 
select the perfect dress and the 
perfect look for your ceremony. 
Let Eva’s be a part of your 
happiest day 

BUsINEss 
CONsUltING 
Journey of life services 
laura Hamm
www.laurahamm6.wix.com
laurahamm6@gmail.com
847-636-2369 
 Creating resources you 
need to grow, learn and be 
prosperous in your life. Helping 
the LGBT community in health 
and wellness, business-building 
skills and prosperity.

CAtERING
Bountiful Eatery
3312 N. Broadway st. 
773-687-9811 
www.bountifuleatery.com
 Gay-owned Bountiful Eatery, 
awarded “Best Healthy Eats,” 
specializes in healthy food and 

food sensitivity.  Offering a wide 
range of choices from vegan to 
wild-caught salmon and grass-
fed bison entrees. Call to speak 
with our catering specialist 
and we will help you fulfill your 
dream wedding.  

Chef Celena’s Healthy 
Gourmet & specialty 
Catering
312-848-1309
www.chefcelena.com
celena@chefcelena.com
 Chef Celena specializes in 
custom-designed menus for 
special events, from weddings 
and business, to casual events 
and BBQs. Specializing in 
creating memorable events 
through expert presentation 
and the highest quality cuisine.

Conn’s Catering
773-262-2666
www.connscatering.com
info@connscatering.com
 1993 - 2014: 21 years of 
excellence. A preferred caterer 
at Chicago Park District venues. 
We offer full bar service.

J&l Catering 
1229 N. North Branch st.
312-280-7900
www.jandlcatering.com
 Celebrating over 25 years 
of bringing creativity and 
exceptional cuisine together, 
J&L Catering has been a 
supporter of the community 
since 1989. Full-service, custom 
catering with knowledgable 
event planners who will help 
you through every step to 
create an amazing experience 
for you and your guests.
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tri-star Catering
150 s. Wacker drive, Chicago  
312-368-8266 
www.tristarcatering.com
scott@tristarcatering.com
 After all, you should enjoy 
your event as much as your 
guests do. Tri-Star Catering is 
more than exceptional food 
tastefully presented. We take 
pride in creating the complete 
special event. Tri-Star takes the 
work and worry out of your 
busy schedule. Preparation, 
presentation, perfection!

ENtERtAINMENt
Becca kaufman 
Orchestra
847-892-4150
www.beccakaufmanorchestra.com 
www.beatmixmusic.com
 Available for all your 
weddings and celebrations. 
Contact Becca to hear the 
sounds of your wedding. 

Alma Mendoza 
630-697-5179
 Let Alma lend her soulful 
vocal talents to your reception. 
Unique and magical, Alma’s 
voice will raise your spirits.

Bill pollack Band
847-475-0411
bill@billpollackmusic.com
 The dynamic Bill Pollack Band 
keeps the dance floor filled all 
night with world-class talent 
and positive vibes. It’s not just a 
performance, it’s are part of the 
celebration! 

psychic Entertainment 
by Barbara G Meyer
773-282-6556
www.bgmeyer.com
 Insightful, positive and 
fun entertainment for your 
bachelorette party, wedding 
shower or wedding reception. 
One-on-one tarot or palm 
readings that will leave your 
guests amazed and excited 
about their futures.

EVENt 
plANNING
Crafty Broads
1329 W. loyola Ave., suite G1
773-274-9775
www.craftybroads.com
info@craftybroads.com
 You found the peanut butter 
to your jelly, now let us do 
the rest! From designing your 
custom suit or dress to finding 
just the right vendors, your 
LEGAL wedding is a a piece of 
cake with wife/wife team Cindy 
& Julia. 

Frank Event design
Frank J. Andonoplas, Master 
Bridal Consultant 
5555 N. sheridan Rd., Arcade 
level 
773-275-6804 
www.frankeventdesign.com
frank@frankeventdesign.com
  Frank J. Andonoplas has been 
planning weddings for the 
last 20 years.  He was recently 
Named Event Planner of the 
year and is one of 79 Master 
Bridal Consultants worldwide. 

Audrey Gordon, 
Empress of schmooze
312-504-3600
audrey@ag-parties.com
www.ag-parties.com
  Experienced wedding planner 
for your special day. Resource 
tank of people, places and 
things. Chicago/Nationwide/
Global

FAsHION/HAIR
dame Couture 
1804 Central st., Evanston, Il 
847-866-7599
www.damecouture.com
 Dame Couture provides an 
alternative experience: one 
that’s more down-to-earth, 
personal, and relaxed than 
traditional bridal shops. We 
love vintage clothes, and 
reuse vintage clothes and 
components as much as 
possible.

Jordan Hair Extensions
312-404-3053
www.chicagohairextensionssalon.org

 LGBT owner catering 
specifically to LGBT clients. 
Schedule your appointment 
with Jordan, a hair extension 
expert with 20 years of 
experience. By appointment 
only; in-home or at our 
Wrigleyville location.

Richard’s Fabulous 
Finds
2545 W. North Ave.
773-943-0710
www.RichardsFabulousFinds.com
 Make your wedding special 
with top-of-the-line vintage 
men’s fashions and accessories, 
from ‘20s to ‘60s haberdashery, 
Richard will have you walking 
down the aisle in style.

FAVORs/INVItEs
pulp & Ink 
1344 N. Wells st. 
312-475-1344 
www.pulpandink.com
 Since 2001, traditional and 
urban-minded paper goods 
adorn this airy showroom. 
Invitations, programs, and place 
cards range from clean-lined 
and brightly colored to those 
with calligraphy and muted 
shades. Custom design available 
in addition to Elum, Oblation 
and Bella Figura and more.

total promotions, Inc.
Contact david strzepek, 
773-505-7794
www.totalpromote.com
 Special items for your 
wedding day: Favors, candles, 
thank you notes, invitations, 
monogramed glasses, boxes, 
gifts and so much more. Any 
item that can be imprinted, 
David can get you the best 
prices.
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FlOWERs 
the Blossom Boys 
9911 s. Walden pkwy.
773-779-4400
www.theblossomboys.com
 The Blossom Boys designed 
the first legal same-sex wedding 
in Illinois. Steve and Ryan’s 
rich history, brilliant artistry 
and sensitivity will honor and 
celebrate your unique wedding 
day. 

Blossoms Anytime
3152 N. paulina Ave.
773-348-2525
www.blossomsanytime.com
 Custom floral designs for 
weddings, holidays or anytime. 
Rand and Richard have created 
everything from simply elegant 
affairs to elaborate modern 
events. Call us today for your 
personalized consultation. 

Flowers by Fragrant 
design 
1928 W. Fulton st.
312-546-3044
www.fragrantdesign.com
 Fragrant Design has a passion 
for designing inspiring style 
for your one-of-a-kind event. 
Our commitment and desire 
to create surpass the high 
expectations we bring to our 
clients.

kensington Florals & Events 
3701 W. dempster st.
skokie, Il
847-675-3789
www.kensingtonFlorals.com
www.facebook.com/
kensingtonflowershop
 Luxury event planning and 
floral production company 
where magnificence meets 
unforgettable.

studio AG design
1800 W. Cuyler Ave.
773-327-0200
www.studioagdesign.com
estelle@studioagdesign.com
 Studio AG has been proudly 
serving Chicago’s community 

for 25 years with remarkable 
quality design and customer 
service.

FINANCIAl
James E. Elvord, AWM, 
Financial Advisor
RBC Wealth Mgmt.
312-559-1738 or 
800-683-3246
james.elvord@rbc.com
 At RBC Wealth Management, 
we know that a good portfolio is a 
reflection of your needs and goals. 
That’s why we work with you to 
create a comprehensive plan that 
works for you, with a wide range 
of flexible financial solutions.

HOME/GIFts
Char Crews
8 Grant square,
Hinsdale, Il
630-920-0190
800-323-1972
www.CharCrews.com
 The Bridal Registry at Char 
Crews, Chicagoland’s finest 
selection of china, crystal, 
flatware and giftware at 
discount prices. Family owned 
and operated since 1972. Expert 
registry and gift assistance. 
Located in Hinsdale, Wilmette 
and at Char Crews.com.

lighting by Fox
3524 N. Halsted st.
www.lightingbyfox.com
 Make your NEW life together 
brighter with Lighting by Fox! 
Now open at 3524 N. Halsted St., 
you’ll find an extensive display 
of traditional to contemporary 
lighting to compliment 
your new beginnings. Visit 
www.lightingbyfox.com to 
see our showroom and our 
merchandise. 

INsURANCE
Roxy Insurance
Cindy Weigel - Owner/Agent
O: 773-596-9996
C: 773-510-3960
www.roxyinsurance.com
 Roxy specializes in peace of 

mind for alternative families, 
couples, individuals and 
business owners. We will “shop” 
insurance for you to find the 
perfect fit!  Home, Auto, Life & 
Business protection.

scott tucker, 
HealthMarkets
Roscoe Village, Chicago
773-230-2682
www.HealthMarkets.com/
scotttucker
 Scott proudly serves our 
community’s needs for health, 
life, and disability insurance. 
Scott also helps with Medicare 
and retirement planning. 
Please call Scott today for a free 
consultation. 

JEWElRY
leo Bachrach & son
55 E. Washington st., #801 
312-263-3111
www.leobachrachjewelers.com 
 Leo Bachrach & Son Jewelers 
have been delivering fine 
quality jewelry craftsmanship 
and design since 1944. Proud 
to serve the LGBTQ community, 
Leo Bachrach & Son Jewelers 
carries a large collection of 
jewelry from designers across 
the world.

daValle Jewelers
5116 N. Harlem Ave.
Harwood Heights, Il 
708-867-8200
www.davalle.com/equality 
 Impeccable meets affordable 
at DaValle Jewelers! Celebrating 
100
years in business, we have one 
of the largest showrooms in the
Chicagoland area. Custom 
design and alternative metal 
wedding bands. Honored to 
serve the community. Mention 
this ad for an additional 
discount!
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Jan dee Custom Jewelry
1425 W. diversey pkwy., 
Chicago
773-871-2222
www.jandee.com 
 Celebrating serving the 
community for 40 years. 
Specializing in custom design. 
Jewelry repair, watch repair, 
appraisals, Certified GIA 
diamond supplier. Mention 
Jan Dee’s ad in this section and 
receive 15% off your next in-
store purchase or $100 off your 
custom ring order.

Rodger kadet, ltd.
5 s. Wabash Ave., Rm. 1703A
312-854-3007
rodgerk7753@gmail.com
 In the industry for over 40 
years. A one-stop shop for all 
your jewelry needs, including 
engagement rings, wedding 
rings and bands, and more. 
Specializing in custom-made 
rings. Proud to support the 
LGBTQ community.

Marshall pierce & 
Company 
29 E. Madison st., suite 600
312-372-2415
www.marshallpierce.com
 A purveyor of fine jewelry and 
timepieces, Marshall Pierce & 
Company has proudly served 
the Chicagoland area since 
1928. Under the leadership of 
the Bern family, Marshall Pierce 
& Co. provides best-in-class 
service and a distinctive range 
of products. 

steve Quick Jeweler
lincoln park: 2471 N. Clark st. 
773-404-0034
lincoln square: 4710 N. 
lincoln Ave.
773-751-0034
Wicker park: 1909 W. division 
st. 
773-342-0034
info@stevequickjeweler.com 
 Simple to complicated, 
custom, you will find the perfect 
symbol of your love here. Three 

convenient locations, all with 
great collections. Come browse 
and ask us about the Steve 
Quick Jeweler float in the Pride 
Parade.

Rogers & Hollands 
Jewelers
Old Orchard shopping Center
4999 Old Orchard
skokie, Il
847-329-7200

Water tower place
835 N. Michigan Ave.
312-944-4300

Harlem Irving plaza
4190 N. Harlem Ave.
Norridge, Il
708-453-3900
www.rogersandhollands.com

more on page 54
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tucker, Inc.
5 s. Wabash, suite 507
312-263-3315
www.tuckercompany.net
 Established 1935. Jewelry 
for every occasion. Celebrating 
marriage equality for all. Donald 
Strzepek, owner, proud to be 
part of the community.

lEGAl
Berger schatz
161 N. Clark st.,
suite 2800
312-782-3456
312-782-8463 (fax)
www.bergerschatz.com
 Berger Schatz is one of the 
largest law firms in the nation 
specializing exclusively in 
matrimonial and family law. Our 
clients come to us because they 
know we have the experience, 
expertise and discretion to 
resolve their most challenging 
issues. 

Ray J. koenig III, Clark 
Hill plC
150 N. Michigan Ave., 
suite 2700
800-949-3124
312-985-5900
rkoenig@clarkhill.com
www.clarkhill.com
 Ray is a legal authority 
on all of his practice areas, 
which include probate, trusts, 
guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the 
litigation of those areas.

lambda legal
312-663-4413 
www.lambdalegal.org
 Lambda Legal is committed to 
achieving full recognition of the 
civil rights of LGBT people and 
those with HIV through impact 
litigation, education and public 
policy work.

Roger V. McCaffrey-
Boss, Esq.
law Offices of Roger 
V. McCaffrey-Boss & 
Associates, p.C.
33 N. dearborn st., suite 800
312-263-8800
rvmlawyer@aol.com
 In service to the community 
for more than 35 years. 
Bankruptcy; Wills, Trusts & 
Probate; Real Estate Closings; 
Premarital Agreements.

Rosemary Mulryan,
Mulryan & York, 
Attorneys at law
4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, Illinois 60613
773-248-8887
www.mulryanandyork.com
 Mulryan & York is a full-
service, community-based law 
firm providing adoption, estate 
planning, probate, and other 
legal services people need 
to keep their families secure, 
strong, and supported. 

pathways Immigration 
law llp
Amy stern & Brenda treml, 
Attorneys & Co-founders
115 s. lasalle st., suite 2600
312-626-1880
www.pathwaysimmigrationlaw.
com
info@pathwaysimmigrationlaw.
com
 Amy and Brenda are former 
officers for USCIS (formerly INS)
with over 20 years combined 
experience in immigration 
law.  Their mission is to be the 
strongest advocates to gain the 
best possible results for your 
immigration case.  

tsamis law Firm
Betty tsamis
866-703-5509
www.tsamislaw.com
btsamis@tsamislaw.com
 You deserve an experienced 
lawyer who understands the 
needs of our community. 
Specializing in employment, 

personal injury, business, 
disability, wills and trust and 
LGBT civil rights.

lICENsEs
david Orr
Cook Co. Clerk’s Office
cookcountyclerk.com/
vitalrecords/marriageequality
 Congratulations on Marriage 
Equality! Our office is in the 
lower level of the Daley Center. 
For more information, please 
visit our website.

OFFICIANts
dignity/Chicago 
www.dignity-chicago.org/
content/families
 Your Roman Catholic resource 
for your wedding. Full Mass or 
simple ceremony, ceremony 
planning, Pre-Cana preparation, 
ordained male and female 
priests, musicians and music 
direction. Inclusive Roman 
Catholic community. 

Marguerite H. Griffin
Meaningful Moments
773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com
meaningfulmarguerite@
gmail.com
 “I would be honored to 
officiate at your wedding 
ceremony and to co-create with 
you a unique and meaningful 
ceremony that reflects who 
you are as individuals and as a 
couple.”

IlWeddingOfficiant.com
847-873-7463
IlWeddingOfficiant.com
 Catering to the unique 
needs of same-sex couples by 
serving the GLBTQ community 
according each couple’s unique 
personality, beliefs and desires. 

living Well Ministries 
773-655-4357
www.livingwellministries.net
 Rev. Jacki Belile is a lesbian 
Baptist minister, life coach, 
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and experienced celebrant in 
interfaith settings. Her wedding 
services include custom design 
and pre-marital coaching 
sessions.  

A perfect Fit Rev 
708-710-4794
www.aperfectfitrev.com
aperfectfitrev@att.net
 Allow A Perfect Fit Rev to help 
create your magical ceremony 
script. We’ll help you create 
perfect memories.

Rose lifeCycle 
Ceremonies
Michele Rose, Certified 
lifeCycle Celebrant
847-215-7715
www.RoselifeCycleCeremonies.com
RoseCeremonies@gmail.com
 You can’t get married without 
me! I’ll perform your marriage 
ceremony and personalize it just 
for you. I officiate at interfaith, 
non-religious, and same sex 
weddings, and other lifecycle 
milestones.

pHOtOGRApHY/
VIdEO
Rick Aguilar studios 
773-478-6607
www.rickaguilar.com
 This gay-owned wedding 
photographer studio has been 
documenting gay weddings for 
the Chicago community for over 
20 years. He is renowned for his 
reputation, his creativity, and his 
work.  

Bean Blossom prod.
www.BeanBlossomproductions.net
773-727-5642
 Special event videos/photos 
for weddings, civil unions, 
social gatherings, team events 
and much more.  Serving the 
community with Pride! 

lisa Howe-Ebright 
photography
708-710-2874
www.lHEphoto.com
lisa@lHEphoto.com

 Capturing the moment 
now, cherishing the memories 
forever. Serving our community 
for over 35 years.

Christopher paul 
photography
847-701-4430
www.christopherpaulphotography.com

 Christopher Paul is Chicago’s 
choice for professional, fun and 
artistic Wedding & Engagement 
Photography. Contact us at 
847-701-4430 to book your day. 
Packages starting at $1000. 

REAl EstAtE
Olin Eargle, Realtor ®
@ properties 
3101 N. Greenview Ave.
c: 312-771-1328
o: 773-862-0200
www.olinsellschicago.com
oeargle@atproperties.com
 When looking for a new home 
remember, Olin Sells Chicago! 
Olin is an Accredited Buyers 
Representative (ABR®), Certified 
Negotiation Expert (CNE®), Short 
Sale and Foreclosure Resource 
(SFR®) and a proud member of 
the LGBT community. 

Gullo & Associates
dave: 708-567-1375
laura: 708-205-7044
www.gullorealestate.com
 With 20 years experience 
helping buyers, sellers and 
renters we know how to locate 
the finest properties and 
negotiate the best deals. Our 
firm is completely committed 
to the idea that every person 
has the right to choose the 
town, the block and the 
property which meets their 
needs ... without exception or 
equivocation.

tRAVEl
the lattice Inn
1414 s. Hull st.
Montgomery, Al
334-263-1414
wwwthelatticeinn.com 
info@thelatticeinn.com 

 A gay-owned, award-
winning, and unique bed and 
breakfast nestled in the heart 
of Montgomery, Alabama’s 
historic Garden District.  It is the 
perfect venue for a honeymoon 
or romantic getaway.An 
exceptional lodging experience 
in a tastefully updated 1906-era 
cottage. The property is listed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Villa loretta palm 
springs
310-869-3465
hrisben.2827@gmail.com
 3,700 sq. ft., 1/4 acre, beautiful 
pool and grounds. Room for 
250 at a wedding or over 100 
sit down. Very romantic and 
can become your wedding 
wonderland. Palm Springs home 
of movie star Loretta Young.

VENUEs
A Church 4 Me MCC
1545 W. Morse Ave., Chicago
708-951-4862
www.achurch4me.org
 Transforming ourselves as we 
transform the world. Supporting 
marriage since 1968. Sunday 
worship celebration at 11 a.m. 
Weddings anytime!

Chicago History 
Museum 
1601 N. Clark st.
312-799-2254 
www.chicagohistory.org/hostevent
 Chicago History Museum 
is the city’s oldest cultural 
institution. Its classic ballroom 
with adjacent outdoor terrace 
make it the perfect venue for 
your next event. 

more on page 56
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City Winery Chicago
1200 W. Randolph st., Chicago  
312-229-5989 
www.citywinery.com
todd@citywinery.com
 Host your special day at City 
Winery Chicago! 33,000 square 
feet of luxurious indoor and 
outdoor space. City Winery 
brings Wine Country to you. 
Please contact Todd Carr, Events 
Director, to schedule your 
private tour and discussion.

double dutch Manor
7336-A Us Route 34
Oswego, Il
630-636-9400
www.doubledutchmanor.com
info@doubledutchmanor.com
 Get off the beaten path for 
a truly memorable wedding. A 
surprising blend of yesterday 
and today, just 50 miles west 
of Chicago, our venue offers a 
delightful place for your special 
day. 

Fleming’s prime 
steakhouse & Wine Bar
25 E. Ohio st.
312-329-9463
www.Flemingssteakhouse.com
pdchicago@flemingssteakhouse.com

 Experience private dining at 
its finest. Plan your rehearsal, 
shower and wedding reception 
in our private dining rooms. 
Contact our Private Dining 
Director to book your event.

GayWedding
Chicagosite.com
847-873-7463
www.GayWeddingChicagosite.com

 Chicagoland’s premiere 5-star 
venue. Elope or 30 guests, 
enjoy suburban hospitality and 
legally marry at Pine Manor, the 
beautiful home/garden of Rev. 
Pamela. Serving GBLTQ since ... 
always!

InterContinental 
Chicago Magnificent 
Mile
505 N. Michigan Ave.
312-321-8735
www.icchicagohotel.com
 Our stylish atmosphere 
features breathtaking venues 
and views overlooking the 
Mag Mile and are evocative 
of magnificent eras past, 
accommodating 20-550 
guests. Let us help you create 
your vision while offering 
the exclusivity and elegance 
you expect from Chicago’s 
most sought-after downtown 
location.

keith House
1900 s. prairie Ave., Chicago
312-907-7909
www.keithhousechicago.com
 Weddings and civil unions in 
the Near South Loop of Chicago. 
1870s historic home, with 
beautiful original woodwork. 
Ten minutes from downtown.
Also available for corporate 
events, baby showers, meetings, 
art shows, retreats, book 
launches, and more.

Maggiano’s little Italy
516 N. Clark st.
312-644-4284  
www.maggianos.com
chicago.banquet@maggianos.
com
 10 private rooms including 
ballroom with private garden 
which seats 350.  Social and 
corporate events, A/V-ready. 
Chef -prepared, made-from-
scratch authentic recipes.   

Mars Gallery 
1139 W. Fulton Market  
312-226-7808
www.marsgallery.com 
info@marsgallery.com
 For more than 25 years, 
Mars Gallery has been home 
to hundreds of weddings and 
receptions. Housed in a 19th 
century all-brick timber loft in 
Chicago’s West Loop historic 
market district.  We are proud 

to be one of Chicago’s most 
unique wedding venues.

Mayne stage 
1328 W. Morse Ave.
www.maynestage.com
rentals@maynestage.com
 Make Mayne Stage yours! Our 
200-seated, 400-standing-room 
venue is the perfect destination 
for your next special event.

North shore Center for 
the performing Arts 
9501 skokie Blvd., skokie, Il 
Events manager at 
847-679-9501 x 3005 
www.northshorecenter.org/
rent-the-center/
 North Shore Center’s unique 
spaces mixed with the most 
up-to-date technology, superb 
catering options and helpful 
staff provide the perfect blend 
of comfort and elegance for 
your special day. The North 
Shore Center provides the 
backdrop for your creativity and 
lifelong memories. Call today to 
check availability.

the Oscar swan 
Country Inn
Geneva, Il
630-232-0173
www.oscarswan.com
 An 18th century estate, on 8 
acres with a 1836 barn, formal 
gardens and a path through still 
untamed wilderness. Available 
for weddings, private parties, 
retreats, family reunions and 
overnight stays. We do all the 
catering for brunches, lunches, 
dinner, food stations or cocktail 
parties from simple to very 
special. 

palmer House 
Catering team
17 E. Monroe st. 
312-422-1325
www.palmerhousehiltonhotel.
com/weddings 
palmerhousecatering@hilton.com
 Have your wedding and 
become part of Chicago 
history. From lavish ballrooms 
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to intimate dining rooms, 
the Palmer House’s inspired 
catering, discerning décor and 
downtown location have been 
synonymous with weddings 
since 1870.

polo Cafe and Catering
3322 s. Morgan st. 
773-927-7656
www.polocafe.com
 Something different ... 
something wonderful! Minutes 
south of the Loop, ideal to 
gather for a special events, 
dinners or receptions, weddings 
or holy/civil union ceremonies, 
rehearsal dinners, or memorial 
meals, as well as holiday 
parties, showers, corporate 
seminars and more, plus unique 
overnight lodging.

progress Bar 
3359 N. Halsted st.
773-697-9268
info@progressbarchicago.com
 We’ve got 16,000 bright ideas 
on having your engagement 
party or wedding reception at 
Progress Bar. Intimate space, 
catering options, custom 
drink packages, audio/visual 
capabilities, DJs available for 
booking. 

salvatore’s Ristorante 
525 W. Arlington pl.
773-528-1200
salvatoreschicago@gmail.com
 Salvatore’s is an elegant 
venue that recreates the beauty 
of a magnificent Italian Estate 
with a charming patio. Let the 
imaginative event coordinators 
of Salvatore’s orchestrate a 
magnificent party for you! 

sidetrack 
3349 N. Halsted st.
773-477-9189
www.sidetrackchicago.com
info@sidetrackchicago.com
 Bringing people together 
with legendary parties for 
more than 30 years. Perfect for 
enagagement parties, wedding 
ceremonies, or receptions. 
Custom music and video 
entertainment options, custom 
cocktails, caterer-friendly 
facilities, choice of staff. 

Unity in Chicago
1925 W. thome. Ave.
773-973-0007
www.UnityChicago.org 
 Indoor weddings in 
beautiful, light-filled sanctuary, 
outdoor weddings in lovely 
garden gazebo. Unique, non-
denominational  ceremonies 
with Rev. Heidi Alfrey or 
celebrant of choice. Ample free 
parking. Wedding Coordinator 
on staff.

The best choice for real estate services in 
Oak Park, West Loop & Western Suburbs
Our home is in the Oak Park Arts District.

You’re in love.  You’re married.

Now ... where do you live 
and put down roots?!

Call Dave or Laura at 

See us on the web at 
www.GulloRealEstate.com
905 S. Lombard, Oak Park, IL 60304

Call or text Dave
708-567-1375

Call or text Laura
708-205-7044

http://www.gullorealestate.com


Confused about  
Health Care Reform? 

I Can Help!

•	 Answer	your	health	care	reform	questions

•	 Identify	if	you	are	eligible	for	a	subsidy

•	 Review	your	product	options	and	costs

•	 Assist	with	the	application	process	

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency is the d/b/a, or assumed name, of Insphere Insurance Solutions, Inc. which is 
licensed as an insurance agency in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Not all agents are licensed to sell all 
products. Service and product availability varies by state. HMIA000086

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency
Life | Health | Medicare | Long-Term Care

Scott Tucker
Licensed Insurance Agent
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http://www.charcrews.com


http://www.icchicagohotel.com


Betty Tsamis
Tsamis Law Firm, P.C.

(866)703-5509
Email Now: BTsamis@TsamisLaw.com

www.TsamisLaw.com

Employment • Personal Injury • Business
Disability • Restraining Orders • Wills & Trusts 

LGBT Civil Rights

You deserve an experienced
lawyer who understands

the needs of our community!

Congratulations, 
Illinois, 

on marriage equality!

http://www.tsamislaw.com
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http://www.rickaguilar.com
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